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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. BEHZAD:

> MARY:

5. BEHZAD:

4. MARY:

Sarz Lo ,o..w| .p)b‘.@.:_ Y qoll.w
.aul.o -0 ,o.uu| 4)|_)'.3.:_ pu.w

oslaired oo o

Hello. I'm Behzad. What's your name?
Hello Behzad. My name is Mary.
Nice to meet you.

You too.

ROMANIZATION

1. BEHZAD:

> MARY:

3. BEHZAD:

4. MARY:

VOCABULARY

Salam, man Behzad am. Esme shoma chi e?

Salam Behzad, Esme man Mary e.

Az ashnayi ba shoma khoshvaght am.

Man ham hamintor.

:)|_)'.3.J_

:LSJLO

:LSJLO



Persian Romanization English Class
Hslaisod od (o Man ham hamintor. me too phrase
5 Az ashnayi ba
Lo Lwlwul J! shoma khoshvaght Nice to meet you sentence
49 g 9= am.
0... go ewl Esme man (...) e. My name is (...). sentence
farz louv ool Esme shomachie?  What's your name? sentence
o Mw salaam hello interjection
O man [, me pronoun
PTTIL Y hastam () am verb
owl esm name noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

od oo b . ik aiw S oiole
slo Orod

ali: man gorosne hastam. zahraa: man ham
hamin tor.

Ali: I'm hungry. Zahra: Me too.

Lo b ool 1 - piwd andold oo
pidoub o>

man faateme hastam. az aashnaayi baa shomaa
khoshvaghtam.

My name is Fateme. Nice to meet you.

esm-e man zeinabe.

My name is Zeinab.

< .
esm-e man naaser e. esm-e shomaa chie?

My name is Naser. What is your name?

.ﬁ@ph&oagd_g@_g'

Oo hich vaght be man salaam nemikonad.

He never says hello to me.

2S5 oS o

Az man aks nagir.

"Don't take photos of me."

Man ta hala chenin chizi nadidam.

| have never seen such a thing.

PR Al slas

Kheili khaste hastam

am very tired.




.w|._,l.§—dwlub§_9|

Oo goft esmash Ali ast.

He said his name is Ali.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Khoshvaghtliterally means "Good-timed" and can be translated as: "pleased" or "delighted."
o Lol
Ashnayi means "Getting to know" or "acquaintance/to get acquainted with."
pid s> Loy b (sulisiol I

The term Az ashnayi ba shoma khoshvaghtam literally means: "I'm pleased to get acquainted
with you."

For example:

i Jluivgs o3 b ouliwl 1.1
Az ashnayi ba to khoshhal shodam.
"It's been nice getting to know you (singular)."
(This phrase is not used very often)

pidoing> Oliind j1.2

Az didanetan Khoshvaghtam.
"Nice to see you."

(Khoshvaght) is "Pleased" but only used when meeting someone.

Ham means "also" or "too."

sslaison



Hamintor means "Same way."
oslaisad an (o
Man ham hamintor s literally translated as "l also the same way."

Shoma is the plural and formal form of "you." The singular and friendly form is ¢5 (70), but
since it's not polite to use it when you meet someone for the first time, shoma is used instead.

For example:
22909 / 24168 Lo oS cawwl jglaisan .1
Hamintor ast ke shoma goftid/farmudid.
"It's the same way you said/lt's as you said."
T slaz Lo (pug> o .2
Man khubam, shoma chetor id?
"I'm fine, how about you?
Both
cuwl
(Ast)

and

(E) mean "is."

Eis less formal and used in conversations, Astis more formal and used more in written texts.
These are the conjugated forms of Boodan meaning "To Be." The infinitive form Boodan is
used when we talk about a verb in general, just like the English infinitive form "To be."

For example:

1. Khoob boodan khoob ast.
"It's good to be good."



o Khoob boodan.
"To be good"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Basic Bootcamp Lesson Is How to Ask Somebody their Name

To ask someone their name, just ask Sawz Louv ol (Esme shoma chie). Literally, this means
"Name of you, what is?"

Amin Behazadam s the same as 'min English "I'm," the only difference is that instead of |
(pronoun) itis attached to Behzad (preposition).

In Chi e and Mary e, eis a form of the verb "is." In Persian, the order of words in a sentence is
mostly the opposite of English. As in "My name" it becomes (yo ol (Esme man = "Name of
me"), and in "is Mary" the order becomes: a;,lo (Mary e = "Mary is"/"Mary [it] is"). "My name is
Mary" becomes like a,lo (o ol (Esme man Mary e. = "Name of me, Mary [it] is").
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PERSIAN

,o|uu|).:|u.o .0 3|J-€JL)-°P-WI :.oy.w 2)|_)'.3.:_
.nglijlu.o.,olgs_)b&o,plbu Z§JLo
ENGLISH
BEHZAD: Hello. My name is Behzad. I'm Iranian.
MARY: Hello, I'm Mary. I'm British.
ROMANIZATION
BEHZAD: Salam, esme man Behzad e. Man Irani am.
MARY: Salam, man Mary am. Man Engelisi hastam.
VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
il ul Irani Iranian (nationality) adjective, noun
ad Sl Engelisi British adjective, noun
LD hastam () am verb
owl esm name noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



i il ul o aiz b 29> sl Ulogo ay Ol ul
Man Irani hastam. 6] eoui
'm Irani I[ranian beh mehman navaziye khod shenakhteh
m Iranian. shodeh and.
Iranians are known for their hospitality.
Man Engelisi hastam. Kheili khaste hastam
I'm British. | am very tired.

.uw|ul.§—(w‘ |c;u':§_9|

Oo goft esmash Ali ast.

He said his name is Ali.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Boot Camp Lesson Is to Teach You How to Talk About Nationality

Let's take a look at the dialogue again.
JF-NETIT. ) MKJI U .,o| LS)Lo oY qo)l.w Z._S)Lo

We start with a self-introduction ("Hello, my name is Mary"). Then we say our nationality, ()0
Ol wlSil. ("I'm British").

To say you are a certain nationality, just say the pronoun . (man) meaning "l," followed by
your country's name in Persian, plus an "i" which indicates "from." Finally, add the verb

ol (hastam = am) at the end.
Sentence structure:

piad + sl + )9S ol + (o
(verb:am) i +(i) sl + 1) + country's name ) o

Examples of nationalities in Persian:

Persian English




(Man Irani hastam) iwd wilul 0 "I'm Iranian.”
(Man Roosi hastam) eiwms g, o "I'm Russian.”
(Man Amrikayi hastam) aiws culS; ol po  "I'm American."
(Man Engelisi hastam) aimd auel$il ;o "I'm British”
(Man Japoni hastam) i il o "I'm Japanese”
(Man Chini hastam) ,piw® visz (0o "I'm Chinese"
(Man Faransavi hastam) aiwus seuwil,9 o "I'm French."
(Man ltaliayi hastam) aiw uldlyl 0 "I'm ltalian.”
(Man Almani hastam) siss siladl 30 "I'm German.”
(Man Espaniyayi hastam) ,aiwd wlbilbw!l o "I'm Spanish.”
(Man Swedi hastam) aiwe sxsw o "I'm Swedish.”
(Man Holandi hastam) eiws sxils 0 "I'm Dutch."
Man Ostraliyayi) piws old| iwl o
(hastam "I'm Australian."
(Man Brezili hastam) i L j o 0o "I'm Brazilian."
(Man Canadayi hastam) i wbULS 0 "I'm Canadian.”
(Man Hendi hastam) ,aiwu» sxin (o "I'm Indian.”
(Man Mesri hastam) ,aiwus s a0 (0o "I'm Egyptian.”
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PERSIAN

a MJIS )2 lp.bl_g? w\o J..Xg :;__0.” ”Cheese"Y.).u’gf wo a4z 1

Pery] o2
S LSS 5800 Ll K lada) 4 pouin azgio awinsw |
Pere) o 4
weso yiol)T S laln) )l s
M < 6
i ml a1 ol Tlalal rall 7
ENGLISH
A: Excuse me, how do you say "Cheese" in Persian?
B: Cheese.
A: I'm sorry, | didn't catch that. Say it once again, please.
B: Cheese.
A: Please, speak a little slower
B: Che-ese.
A: Write that down in Persian for me, please.

ROMANIZATION

CONT'D OVER



Ozr mikhaham, dar Farsi be "Cheese" che miguyand?

> B: Panir.
5. A: Bebakhshid, motevajjeh nashodam. Lotfan - yek bare digar tekrar
konid.
4. B: Panir.
5. A: Lotfan kami aramtar begooyid.
5. B: Pa-nir.
7. A Lotfan an ra be Farsi barayam benevisid.
VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
A g neveshtan to write verb
Sl g benevisid Please write verb
)JLDIJT oS kami aramtar a little slower adverb
Repane yek bare digar one more time phrase
S LSS tekraar konid repeat verb
Lol lotfan please interjection
motevajjeh
QXML a>gio nashodan Not to understand verb
o o Dar Farsi In Persian phrase
VLY goftan to say verb
?xu__gf o migooyand (they) say verb
SVIVIC W) bebakhshid excuse me, I'm sorry verb




az che what interrogative
odlg> o jie Ozr mikhaham Excuse me interjection
L, ol anra that pronoun
ol barayam for me phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

doostam baraaye man naame nevesht.

My friend wrote a letter for me.

S S sg, L oliowl
Esmetan ra rooya kaghaz benevisid.

"Write your name on the paper."

lotfan kami aaramtar raanandegi konid.

please drive a little slower.

3,5 onlg> QLzLo|)_<.;_)JL_ Sy

yek bare digar emtahan khaham kard.

I will try one more time.

Nabayad in ra tekrar konid.

"You should not repeat this."

b qiosi el [N

lotfan barayam tozih dahid.

Please explain itto me.

L P azgio |J aolS L')J__| P 9g20 ()o
man mafhoom-e in kalame raa motavajjeh
nashodam.

| didn't understand the meaning of this
vocabulary.

q).ugf wo a4z "table" a ._,quLé PR
dar faarsi be "table" che migooyand?

How do you say "table" in Persian?

ceadS | cadgi> gl ay v jole
maadarash be oo haghighat raa goft.

"Her mother tells her the truth."

> "Computer'SaisS o az

dar Farsi be “computer” che miguyand?

How do you say “computer” in Persian?

235 19 b o awiuzy
Bebakhshid, man bayad zood bargardam.

"Sorry, | have to return fast."

_ ~
el cow o 2 eS Lo axl
Anche migooiid dorost ast.

What you say is right.




¢w|wu$hu.p_m|_9_>w¢,);_; m*’-t)-"‘-’.l_)t)lpiswo :|_9_>
Ozr mikhaham, saat chand ast? khahesh mikonam an ra be man bedahid.

Excuse me, what time is it now? Please give thatto me.

silox pulp | ol ladal

lotfan in ra barayam bekhanid.

Please read this for me.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

o2lg> (o yrs [ dmiusa

Bebakhshid/Ozr mikhaham are two synonymous words both meaning "Excuse me/I'm sorry,"
and are used before asking a question to catch someone's attention. They are also used to
request something, ask permission, and to say apologies.

For example:

Sewwl diz casbw iz
Bebakhshid, saat chand ast?
"I'm sorry, what time is it?"

Toudd o o Ly 5195 Ol adle> o s

Ozr mikhaham, an daftar ra be man midahid?
"Excuse me, would you please give me the notebook?"

i8S o gunlgs /lalal

Lottan/khahesh mikonam both are phrases meaning "Please," and are used to ask for a
favor. cala) (Lot literally means "Favor." lala) (Lotfan) is derived from Arabic, and is a little
more formal. Though eiS o Junlg> can also be used for formal purposes.

Lotfan panjereha ra bebandid.

"Please close the windows."



Khahesh mikonam mara rahnamayi konid.

"Please guide me."

i

Tarasin ;s pl,l (aramtar = "slower") is a suffix added to adjectives, to give them the meaning
of "more." It's the equivalent of the English "-er." For example:

("Bozorgtar = "bigger) i85
("tariktar = "darker) ,iS,,U

("khoshhaltar = "happier) il g>

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Boot Camp Lesson is to Learn More Persian Phrases by Asking a
Question in Persian

- . .
EM’S@DOH 'QU\WJLQJJIM

"Excuse me, how do you say in Persian?"

Instead of "How do you say ...," we use "What do they say to ...."To ask this question, First
say xuixy ("Excuse me"), followed by " w8 ;5 " (In Persian) at the beginning, then put

__ a "(to [the word]) nextto it, and in the end is "Saise5 o az"(What do they say). The
structure becomes like: "Excuse me, In Persian, to ..., what do they say?"

For example:

ar w8 ) iy "Computer'SaisS e az
Bebakhshid, dar Farsi be "Computer” che miguyand?

w8 means "Persian." When you want to ask about another language, just replace uw s
dar="in"),) ,»> with that language and the rest remains unchanged. Also sometimes instead of
.Beh) is used which also means "in" in this case) « the word

ar it au iz "Computer'SaigS (e az

Bebakhshid, be Japoni be "Computer"” che miguyand?



na...)is a prefix added before verbs meaning "Not (to)." Whenever you want to make the) o
before it H negative form of a verb (for past, future and imperative verbs), you have to add

For example: ¢ ,; (naro)) meaning "Don't go!"

"namand) meaning "didn't stay) xilos
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PERSIAN

S Dl
9 e 2
92 Dl 3
9 g 4
auw )|J'.g.:_ 5
9 e 6
ez e 7
9 e 8
Gy olie 9
9 sl e 10
Uy ol e 11
9 ol e 12
caad ol e i3
9 e 14
Caiud sl 15
9 ol e 16

CONT'D OVER



10.

11.

12.

ENGLISH

one

And

And

three,

And

four,

And

five,

And

SiX,

And

(oP)

e 17
Z.)|_)'.g.g 18

Z.)|_)'.g.g 19

CONT'D OVER



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

A: seven,

B: And
A: eight,
B: And
A: nine,
B: And
A: ten

ROMANIZATION

BEHZAD: yek (1),
BEHZAD: 0,
BEHZAD: do (2),
BEHZAD: 0,
BEHZAD: se (3),
BEHZAD: 0,
BEHZAD: chhar (4),
BEHZAD: 0,

CONT'D OVER



9. BEHZAD: panj (5),

10. BEHZAD: o,

11. BEHZAD: shesh (6),

12. BEHZAD: 0,

13. BEHZAD: hatft (7),

14. BEHZAD: o,

15. BEHZAD: hasht (8),

16. BEHZAD: o,

17. BEHZAD: noh(9),

1s. BEHZAD: o,

19. BEHZAD: dah (10).

VOCABULARY

Persian Romanization English Class

9 o/va and conjunction
S yek one (1) numeral
9> do two (2) numeral
auw se three (3) numeral
ez chaahaar four (4) numeral
Qu panj five (5) numeral




Py shesh Six (6) numeral
caad haft seven (7) numeral
Cauiud hasht eight (8) numeral
aj noh nine (9) noun

B dah ten (10) numeral

SAMPLE SENTENCES

.Jl.))Jl)k.J).AS.)SUlJSLﬂ.IOJ

lotfan ketaab va daftarat raa bardaar.

Please pick up your book and notebook.

.« oy |) .Dl-l-" ()-!.l uL )—f-!.) )l-'. S

Yek bare digar bayad in film ro bebinam.

"l have to see this film one more time."

.‘oJl.)Ja.g.Lgb'g.)g_AﬂLochoLi)a_.jl)J_oo
Man baraye barname emshab do ta bilit daram.

| got two tickets for tonight's show.

wa§i¢4)§a$4bawwa)Qa

. fOJl.)
man dar khane se ta bachche gorbe negah
midaram.

| keep three kittens in my home.

.o).il.o_).g.du a _).Lo_glls auw
Se kilometr be shahr mande.

"There remains three kilometers to the city."

Chahar nafar varede maghaze shodand.

"Four people entered the shop."

ex> i8> b @iy o)lio

az maghazeh panj ta daftar kharidam.

| bought five notebooks from the store.

oS g i iy easlw Ul

Bayad ta saat panj shorou konim.

We have to start by five o'clock.

ol @iliwgs 1 b i
Shesh nafar az doostanam amadand.

"Six of my friends came along."

233,5 Wolai o L g 095 caan
Haft khodrro ba ham tasadof kardand.

"Seven vehicles crashed into each other."

£35S oali L oo

Hasht bar telefon kardam.

"I called eight times."

bzl e o b ai pgetl jo b

ma dar baghemoon noh ta derakhte kaj darim.

We have nine pine trees in our garden.




00 bishtar az dah saat khabid!

He slept for more than ten hours!

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

Numbers From Eleven to Twenty
OJJ'Lg. lo.)J.ls.) (0D jaan lO.)JL@.?., lo.)).J.L_!_ lO.))JLAl..U (0J0d 10JRD 10.))3.1' 1 CAAL)
Yazdah, davazdah, sizdah, chhardah, panzdah, shanzdah, hefdah, hejdah, noozdah, bist.

"Eleven," "twelve," "thirteen," "fourteen," "fifteen," "sixteen," "seventeen," "eighteen,"
"nineteen," "twenty."

As you may notice, o> (dah) is "ten," which remains unchanged in all of them. The parts which
come before the "ten," do not follow a special rule. You can tell that the beginning letter of all
of them are the same as the single-digit ones, but the rest of them just have to be memorized.

Here are some more examples:

Persian "English"
uL&f o.)_j[_l_
(vazdah ketab) "eleven books"
dlw 05 lgo
(davazdah saleh) "twelve years old"
iz 00 il
(shanzdah dokhtar) "sixteen girls"
elsoris
(noozdah gharch) "twenty mushrooms"

The Multiples of Ten
0 1.)_9J I)LLJ.A.LQ I)LI.J-LE 1 Cuaul lOlZLJ I‘J-G.D 1 OO (0D

Dah, bist, si, chehel, panjah, shast, haftad, hashtad, navad, sad.



"Ten," "twenty," "thirty," "forty," "fifty," "sixty," "seventy," "eighty," "ninety," "one hundred."

Multiples of ten also have no particular rule, just like the numbers from ten to twenty. But once
they're memorized, the rest will become easy, by adding numbers already known.

Other Compound Numbers

Other compound numbers are formed, similar to the way we form English numbers, simply by
adding g (o0 ="and"), then placing numbers from one to nine after twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, ...
ninety.

For Example:
A AU §

(bist 0o hasht shab)
"Twenty-eight nights”

.axao 93 g ol=iy
(panjah o do sathe)
"fifty-two pages"

20 ) Caad g g
(navad o haft darsad)

"ninety-seven percent"

GRAMMAR

The Focus of The Lesson is Persian Numerals

Regarding word order, Persian numerals are different to English in that the number comes
first, followed by the noun classifier then finally the noun (no plural form). Some nouns do not
need a classifier, though. Although there are plural forms in the Persian language, in this
case, for counting the number of nouns, we don't use their plural forms.

Basic noun classifiers:

All of »oe (adad), «il> (daneh), and U (ta) are classifiers that can be used for all nouns, but are
not really necessary and can also be removed. Ta comes with all numbers except digits of
"SS"(yek = "one"), which becomes "_X,"(yeki) when used for counting without nouns, or



remains & (yek) when adding to a noun.

Other classifiers include:

(nafar = "person") for people

(galleh = "herd") for groups of animals

(raas = "head") for one animal, mostly domestic

(shakheh = "branch") for one flower

(dast="hand"/"set") for clothes

(feld = "volume") for books

Examples of numeral noun phrases:

(panj nafar)
"five people"

(yek galleh goosfand)
"one herd of sheep”

(yek raas goosfand)
"one sheep”

(yek shakheh gole sorkh)
"one rose"

(yek dast kot o shalvar)
"one suit"

(se jeld ketab)
"three books"

Pu-y;

&

ovb

a>Li

05 Ty

tow S asla S

oS o> aw



(haft adad tambr /haft ta tambr)
"seven stamps"”

Cardinal vs Ordinal Numbers

What we have learned above are cardinal numbers. To form an ordinal number, add »1(om)
after the cardinal numbers. Exceptions are "the first" and "the third." Instead of saying -5,
(yekom) and »1 aw (seom), we say: Jsl (avval) and pgw (sevvom).

Persian Cardinal Persian Ordinal English Cardinal English Ordinal

(yek) K (awal) JgI one the first
(do) ¢ (dovwom) 9> two the second
(s€) aw (sevvom) pow three the third
(chhar) lg=> (chharom) 0, lgz four the fourth
(panj) @iz (panjom) o=i; five the fifth
(shesh) Jiuis (sheshom) ,owinis  Six the sixth
(haft) cusn (haftom) ais» seven the seventh
(hashf) cuiw (hashtom) aivun» eight the eighth
(noh) «i (nohom) ,ag; nine the ninth
(dah) oo (dahom) a2> ten the tenth
(yazdah) os b, (yazdahom) a2,  eleven the eleventh
o2 jlg)
(davazdah) o, jlg> (davazdahom) twelve the twelfth
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PERSIAN

20 reall

Al 9 o 2
SV YOVY reall 3
2o, lgz < 4
xaily el s
SWZIHIVY o 6
Jaiad reall 7
duoiiud o 3
Jags rall o
Ol < 10
Hlie @iy reall 4
PIStYS o 12
Ol ol reall s
Ol 2o o 14
Ustlo S reall s

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

one hundred

two hundred

three hundred

four hundred

five hundred

six hundred

seven hundred

eight hundred

nine hundred

one thousand

five thousand

ten thousand

fifty thousand

one hundred thousand.

one million

ROMANIZATION

CONT'D OVER



A sad

> B: devist

5 A: sisad

4 B: chharsad
5. A: pansad
6. B: sheshsad
7 A haftsad

g B: hashtsad
9 A: nohsad
10. B: hezar

1. A panjhezar
12. B: dahhezar
13. A: panjahhezar
14. B: sadhezar
15 A: yekmilliun

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

one million

Ustlo S yek milliun (1.000.000) numeral
one hundred
Ol e sad hezar thousand (100.000) numeral
fifty thousand
Ul ol panjah hezar (50.000) numeral
ten thousand
Ity dah hezar (10.000) numeral
Ol @iy panj hezar five thousand (5000) numeral
o sad one hundred (100) numeral
A 9O devist two hundred (200) numeral
duouaw sisad three hundred (300) numeral
2o, lez chhar sad four hundred (400) numeral
xaily paansad five hundred (500) numeral
duauiuui shesh sad six hundred (600) numeral
aiad haft sad seven hundred (700) numeral
duiiud hasht sad eight hundred (800) numeral
Jag noh sad nine hundred (900) numeral
Ol hezaar one thousand (1000) numeral

SAMPLE SENTENCES

uuuu|_)y.) u_g.-l.w &_9| ailnlo 9> as bwwo 6LULOJ6|_)J_).QJJ|).Q}M
hoghooghe maahiaane oo yek milioon dolaar ast. . 2di9 f°.9-.'.-’l-3-W| a JLU_9_9

sad hedaar nafar baraaye tamaashaye
mosabeqeye footbaal be estadiom raftand.

His monthly salary is 1000000 dollars.

One hundred thousand people went to the
stadium for the football game.




cawl u.:_)b.m ol._zi._:__ ails u.:' o)l.?l

ejaare in khaane panjaah hezaar yen ast.

The rent for this house is fifty thousand yen.

u.uul JLJ Jl).b o) u.ALol.)l ul g.,\.o.LS
geimat-e aan aadaams dah hezaar rial ast.

The price of that gum is ten thousand Rial.

e win ub albwg ul s slu i

2l Yo
shomaa baraaye kharid-e in vasile baayad panj
hezaar dolaar bepardaazid.

You have to spend 5000 dollars to buy this
device.

i8S o 0 K Jw 2o a

be sad sal yek gharn miguyand.

One hundred years is called a century.

A IS Cunug) uLn.loLx? A G ))
D
derakhte sibe hayateman devist adad sib dad.

The apple tree in our yard bore two
hundred apples.

el LinghS 300 Lwellz b ol e |

Az Tehran ta Chalus sesad kilometre.

It is three hundred kilometers from Tehran
to Chalus.

Dl cwoas Jw xo gz 8 ol

In ghar chharsad sal ghedmat darad.

This cave is four hundred years old.

09,5 528 Ologi uaily

Pansad toman eidi gereftam.

| got five hundred Tomans as my New
Year gift.

shesh zarbdar sad barabar ast ba sheshsad.

Six times one hundred equals six hundred.

..)Jl.) (MLJ L?U.S /).QJ Jaiad ol5ui JJ9 u)l
In varzeshgah haftsad nafar gonjayesh darad.

This stadium has a seating capacity of
seven hundred people.

ganji hashtsad saleh dar zire in zamin makhfi ast.

There's an eight hundred year old treasure
hidden underground.

In pol nohsad metr ertefae darad.

This bridge is nine hundred meters high.

Baraye in kar bayad 1000 dollar kharj konid.

"You have to spend 1000 dollars for this task."

2SS 72 LYo 1000, el slu b

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



100

"One hundred" in Persian is xaS; / xo (sad/yeksad); so e means "hundred." Simply add »xo
(sad) to the end of one through nine then you'll have from one hundred to nine hundred. For
example, xo gz means "four hundred," and xaian means "seven hundred." Exceptions
include cuwg> (devist="two hundred"), ruaww (sisad = "three hundred"), and xail, (pansad =
“five hundred").

Persian "English"
Ao
(sad) one hundred
cauug )
(devist) two hundred
pY-Yovy)
(sisad) three hundred
2oyl
(chhar sad) four hundred
(pansad) five hundred
(shesh sad) six hundred
(haft sad) seven hundred
T
(hasht sad) eight hundred
Jags
(noh sad) nine hundred
Lo
(hezar) one thousand

From 1000 to 9000

Persian English




(hezar) one thousand
JLingo
(do hezar) two thousand
b aw
(se hezar) three thousand
Lie,le>
(chhar hezar) four thousand
Li» &y
(panj hezar) five thousand
(shesh hezar) six thousand
oo cudo
(haft hezar) seven thousand
Lo cuire
(hasht hezar) eight thousand
LYY
(noh hezar) nine thousand
Lis 0>

(dah hezar)

ten thousand

Follow the same rule for bigger numbers. Just as in English, we add || ;» (hezar = "thousand")
to the end of the numbers from ten to ninety, then we have numbers from 10000 to 100000.

Persian English
Lis 0>
(dah hezar) ten thousand
(bist hezar) twenty thousand
oL

(si hezar)

thirty thousand




Jbiuk?

(chehel hezar) forty thousand
oo ol=iy
(panjah hezar) fifty thousand
J/)-ﬁ . “
(shast hezar) sixty thousand
JI)—O )LL.Q.D
(haftad hezar) seventy thousand
Jl)—b .)l" & )
(hashtad hezar) eighty thousand
L2 59
(navad hezar) ninety thousand
Lo 2o
(sad hezar) one hundred thousand
GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is How to Learn Larger Numbers in Persian

The easiest way to remember large numbers in Persian is to understand their structure first. In
the previous Boot Camp lesson, we covered the numbers one to one hundred. As you may
remember, the most important thing is to memorize the numbers from one to twenty, and then
build larger numbers by modifying the endings, adding or dropping some parts, and so on.
There are exceptions among the common rules, but in general, Persian numbers have a
strong logical system according to which the numbers are built.

1,000

Remembering the 1000s is easier than the 100s, because unlike the hundreds, there are no
exceptions here. All of them are made by adding "thousand" | ;» (hezar) to the end of one
through to nine." For example "one thousand"is | j» or ;| j» & . "Two thousand," is |l jag>,
and so on.



All the way up to "nine hundred thousand," | j» o ai (noh sad hezar). The system is logical
and easy, like the English number system. Just remember that all the numbers are contracted
into one long word. For example, "One hundred and thirty two thousand four hundred and
ninety six" in Persian would be:

Ui 9 395 9 2o ,lgz 9 ulid 939 Luw 5 20
(sad o si 0 do hezar o chhar sad o navad o shesh)

It may be overwhelming to read, but you'll gradually get used to it. Just follow the digits one by
one (starting from the higher digits to the lower ones) and you'll have the largest numbers
memorized in no time ! Also, just like in English you put an "and" before the units digit of a
number. There is an extra "and" added between multiples of ten and single digits, like we
learned in the previous lesson. Even in larger numbers the order is the same. So "two
thousand and thirteen" would be o5 juw 9 ;130 g5. "Ten thousand two hundred and eighty
seven"is caad g sliud 9 caumngd 9 Hlid oo.

1,000,000

"Million" in Persian is g gsuo (Milliun). The same rule as "hundred" and "thousand" is also
applied here. For example, "one million" is ygilio &, "two million" is yeilio 95 and so on.

"One Billion" is y ¢l S (Yek billion) in Persian. So try to guess the right word for the number

3,500,854,999 in Persian. Starting from the billions, down to the ones, the answer is as
follows:

«ai 9 393 9 Magi 9 yliv Llgz 9 olxiy 9 aiiud 9 Veslio 1aily 9 Ugali aw
(Se billion o pansad milliun o hashtsad o panjaho chhar hezar o nohsad o navad o noh.)
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the History of the Persian Language

l. Linguistics

Persian (Farsi) is the official language of Iran, and is also spoken in Afghanistan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. In Iran it's the first language of more than forty million Iranians (58% - 79%)
and has some speakers in India and Pakistan too. Considering other language speakers'
mastery of Persian as a second language, the number of the world's Persian speakers
outside Iran is thought to be around 10 million. The Persian language belongs to the Indo-
European family of languages. It has roots in Iran's 2500-year-old history and culture, and has
changed and developed along with the country and its people up until today.

Persian originates from the Pars land (today's Fars province) in the South of Iran. The
language had three stages of development: Ancient, Dari, and Pahlavi. Ancient Persian is
the language that was spoken during the Hakhamaneshi era (486 - 522 BC) in Pars country,
and since the Hakhamaneshi kings came from the Pars or Fars land and started to rule all
over Iran, it became the whole country's language. Dari Persian was spoken during the
Sasani dynasty era by Iran's court (called Darbarin Farsi) and the capital's people, and was
the common language in the East of Iran. Pahlavi Persian had two types: Ashkani Pahlavi,
which was popular in the north of Iran, and Sasani Pahlavi, which was used in the south of
Iran. The Hakhamaneshi writing system was called Mikhi (cuneiform) Script and resembled
the shape of nails, and was written from left to right, while the Sasani Pahlavi script was
written from right to left. New Persian began in the Khorasan province after the Arabs won in
Iran and people started to use the Arabic alphabet for writing Persian to spread and advertise
the religion of Islam. The letters (P)"," (ZH)";," (G)"S," (CH)"z" were added to the Arabic
alphabet and this became the Persian of today.

Persian is a language of vowels and syllables. In different places it's spoken with different
dialects and accents. The Persian used in Iran's capital Tehran, is considered the standard
Persian and therefore is also used in this series of lessons.

Il. About Iran

Iran is a country in the Middle East in South-Western Asia, and neighbors Azerbaijan,
Armenia and Turkmenistan to the North, Afghanistan and Pakistan to the East, and Turkey
and Iraqg to the West. In the north, it borders the Caspian Sea and in the South it's bound by
the Oman Sea and Persian Gulf. Iran's climate and weather is influenced by three factors and
is divided into three kinds: more than half of Iran is inside or around the central deserted part
and therefore has hot and dry weather. One third of Iran (in the West and North-West Zagros
and Alborz mountains) has cold weather. And a little part that's located beside the Caspian
and Oman Seas, is green and cultivable land with humid and moderate weather.



Iran has a population of 77,189,669 people, the majority of whom are Muslim. Iranians were
originally from the Aryan race, who lived in the South-Western part of today's Iran from around
10-11 thousand years ago. Iran is rich in natural wonders: it has four seasons and historically
significant buildings and architecture, plus many famous places like Persepolis in the South
and the Tchogha Zanbil temple.

lll. Where Persian is Spoken

The Persian language is mainly spoken by around forty million people in Iran (58% - 79% of
the total population) and over ten million people living overseas.

IV. Writing System and Pronunciation

The current Persian language uses the Persian alphabet as its writing system. It consists of
32 characters, 28 of which are the same as the Arabic alphabet, plus the four letters of
(P)"," (ZH)"5," (G)"S," (CH)"g" that don't exist in Arabic. This alphabet is written from right to
left, and in words, most of the characters are connected to each other. Most of the letters have
three forms depending on which part of the word they're in: initial, medial, and final.

In the Persian alphabet, there are not so many variants of tones. Instead, vowels play the
main and important part in forming the pronunciation of the language. There are six vowels
(three short ones and three long ones) and two diphthong vowels. Short vowels are shown as
little marks above and below the consonants, which in many cases are removed in the written
form, but still pronounced when reading.

V. Why it is Important: The Top Five Reasons to Learn this Language Are...

1. Learning Persian is fun and exciting! Iranian culture, manners, customs and traditions
are unique, like the language. Discovering a whole new world can be very exciting!

2. Persian is different! Persian is different to English and other Latin-based langauge,
because it has its own alphabet, grammar and pronunciation. It's a new challenge, and a
great change of pace.

3. Iranis a historically significant country. Learning the language of a country with a rich
history can help you know more about its people and their stories. To understand the way
they have thought and acted, helps us learn from their mistakes and successes, and become
stronger ourselves.

4.Iran is a beautiful country! Travelling can be easier when you know the language. With a
varied climate and different geographical settings like mountains, plains, valleys and desert,
Iran has four distinct seasons, remarkable landscapes, and significant tourist attractions.
While surveying the remains of old civilizations, you can also enjoy its beautiful natural
scenery.

5. Persians are warm and friendly! Iran's people are known and famous for their hospitality.



Knowing their language can be a connecting bridge to work and live with them, and a way to
find more friends in this Oriental country!
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Persian Writing System

The Persian alphabet is easy to learn because the most of character shapes are similar to
each other, and there are many similar sounds to English.

Alphabet

The Persian alphabet consists of 32 characters, 28 of which are from the Arabic alphabet,
plus 4 additional ones that are (P)"," (ZH)";," (G)"S," (CH)"g" which are exclusive to
Persian, and don't existin Arabic. Most of the letters are so similar in terms of their shapes,
and only differ in the number and places of points, like: (B)"<," (P)"<," (T)"<," (S)"e."
Depending on which part of the word they're in, most of the letters have from two to four forms
of initial, medial, and final. Like for example, the letter gheyn (&) with the sound of GH in the
words below:

(apartfinal) ¢L [bagh = "garden"] (initial) ,l& [ghar = "cave"]
(connected final) & [tigh = "blade"] (medial) aasi [naghmeh = "melody"]

In the table below, you can find all the characters of the Persian alphabet in their initial,
medial and final forms from left to right.

Persian Alphabet

Form Name Sound Form Name Sound
Tl Alef a/aa/e/o loe .o Sad S
loo Be b loe Lo Zad z
lo o Pe p IbLlb Ta t
low Te t L L Za z
le e Se S le vepcev e  Ein ea
lee Jim J lg 0Ep £ & Ghein gh

lz e Che ch llos Fe f




lz ¢z He h |l 9 Ghaf gh

le & Khe kh |l S Kaf k

> Dal d IS S Gaf g

5 Zal z oJdJ Lam /

o Re r le o Mim m

5 Ze z loo Noon n

j Zhe zh 9 Vav v/u/00/0
low oo Sin s lo >op 000 He h/eh
v ov  Shin sh lss Ye Y/

A, O, E, AA) are all forms of the same letter, which is called Alefy | .., T.1.1.1)*
* In older texts, Alefis considered the first character of alphabet, and Hamze is removed.

*Theletters .50, 9 (A Z D, R, Z ZH, and V) are not connected to the next letter in a
word.

" "ok
(o]

has the sound of H at the beginning of a word, and the sound of Eh at the ending of a
.word

(KH) &, (2H)  , (EA)gand s, (GH)g and & , (Alcat]) T

These five letters are for sounds not found in the English alphabet by default. While " 1 ™is a
vowel, the other six are used as consonants.

Pronunciation Marks

There are four marks which are used above or below letters to show pronunciation points:

1. Tashdid ( *) is used to indicate the sound of a letter in a word that is heard twice or
doubled. o (Bachche = "child")

2. Hamze ( ¢ ) is the sign that represents the glottal stop which has no sound or a sound
of "ea." alimwo (Mas-eale = "problem")



Tanvin ( ) occurs in the Arabic adverb ending, like "-ly" in English, and is pronounced
"an" as in "man." lxélg (Vaghean = "really")

Sokun (") is used to show that there aren't any short vowels between two
consonants (which makes it no more a syllable). 0" ,5 (Garm = "hot")
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Basic Persian Grammar

Persian is a little different from English in terms of grammar, but there are also some
similarities between the two languages. Comparing these differences and similarities
together, may help learning the new language become easier.

In these All About lessons, we are going to avoid all but the most basic grammar words.
Introducing complex grammatical concepts in the early stages of language learning actually
makes things much more difficult than they need to be.

Overview

In the Persian language, words are usually formed from one or more syllable, each one of
them containing one vowel. The order that words are placed in a sentence is slightly different
to English, and has the subject at the beginning, the predicate coming next, and at the end,
the verb.

Verbs

Verbs are conjugated in different tenses and have attached pronouns, singular/plural forms,
and time. Also like most languages, Persian contains passive/active, transitive/intransitive,
simple/compound, auxiliary/lexical, and other forms (of verbs).

Time and Form

As mentioned before, Persian verbs have different tenses. In Persian, the time and form of
verbs are determined by adding prefixes, and attached pronouns. The prefixes that are added
before verbs show the form of the action.

For example:

The attached pronouns are added to the end of verbs and show the subject that does the
action. Look at the verbs in the table below to see how they are conjugated in this way.

Name Persian English
Present form (Mi prefix) (mi ravam) pg ) 0 190
Conditional form (Be prefix) (be ravam) o9 »» If1go

Negative Present (Nemi
prefix) (nemi ravam) pg, ai ldon'tgo




Negative Conditional (Na
prefix) (na ravam) g IfIdon'tgo

The time of the action is determined by the verb's base. Present base is the same as
imperative form without its first BE or BO. Past base contains the two types of T endings and D
endings. Future form is made by adding " iwls>" (Khastan = "to want") verb's present base
conjugation to the beginning of past base. To all these tenses, attached pronouns are added
atthe end.

For Example: "p, 9> 0" (Mi Khordam = "(l) eat") is the regular present tense of the verb
Khordan ("to eat"), "e>,9>" (Khordam = "(l) ate") is the past form, and "> ,¢> _alg>" (Khahi
Khord = "you will eat") is the future form.

Below, the verb "9 ,"(raftan = "to go") is shown in different tenses. Ro (read as Rav) is the
present base, which comes from Boro, the imperative form. Raftis the past base, and also
past singular 3rd person.

Past Regular Present Future

khaham raff=1) ¢, oals>
(raftam =l went) ,ais (miravam =1Q0) 09 <o (will go

khahi raft=you) ci9, (alg>
(rafti= you went) w9, (miravi =you go) g o (will go

khahad raft=he) <9, xals>
(raft=he/she/itwent) cd,  (miravad=he goes) o9, o (will go

khahim raft=) <49, ounls>
(raffim = we went) o4i9 (miravim = we go0) 9, o (we will go

khahid raft=) 9, uale>
(raftid = you went) xis , (miravid = you go) a9, o (you will go

miravand = they) xig o khahand raft=) <, xials>
(raftand = they went) a9, (go (they'll go

Word Order

Word order in Persian language has its own special rules that can't be changed very often,
because it'll resultin losing the meanings of sentences. The order is usually as following. The
subject comes firstin the sentence, after which is the predicate that can be an adjective or an



object. The verb is placed in the end, although in some cases when the verb is a moving
action like "going," a noun like a place name with a preposition can also be added afterwards.

For example:

Man diruz be khaneye dustam raftam. "Yesterday | wentto my) oid, eiwg> ail> as_jg ud (yo.
(".friend's house

raftam = "went") is the verb in this) ,i9, man = "l/me") at the beginning is the subject, and) (o
.sentence, which is placed at the end

Man daram miravam be khaneye dustam. "l am going to my) eiwg> ail> a; pg,) o 1> o -
(".friend's house

daram miravam = "am) eg, e 1> man ="l/me") is the subject also in this sentence, and) o
.my friend's house") can be before or after the verb") aiwg> ail> .going") is the verb

(".Payiz dar Iran besyar zibast. "Autumn in Iran is very beautiful) cawlyj buw oLl Jo jub .

luj ast="is") is the verb that's attached t0) «uwl payiz = "autumn") is the subject, and) .l
.Ziba = "beautiful") the adjective)

Pronouns

There isn't a wide range of pronouns in Persian. Pronouns are basically divided into two main
types which are: separate pronouns and attached pronouns. The separate ones are the main
pronouns, and the attached ones are particles added to the end of verbs that indicate person

(without needing the actual pronouns).

Separate pronouns are as follows:

1st person: Singular: ;o (Man = I/me) Plural: Lo (Ma = "we/us")

2nd person: Singular: g5 (To = "you/your") Plural: Lauv (Shoma = "you/your")

3rd person: Singular: gl (Ou = "He/him/his/she/her/it") Plural: Lgl/o Liw! (Anha/lshan = "they")
Attached pronouns are as follows:

1st person pronouns: Singular: o (Am = "(l) do") Plural: o (Im="(we) do")

2nd person pronouns: Singular: s (EE = "(you) do") Plural: » (/d = "(you) do")

3rd person pronouns: Singular: 5> (Ad = "(he) does)" Plural: xi (And = "(they) do")

The 3rd person singular form doesn't have attached pronouns in the past tense.



Examples: .9, o Lo (Ma miravim = "we go") ., ¢l (Ou raft="he went")
Plurals

In Persian, nouns usually become plural by adding "" (ha) atthe end. Sometimes "yl" (an)
also can be added to make the word plural. There are also other ways used to make names
plural, but since they originated from the Arabic language, they're not considered Persian so
much.

When adding An, the E letter becomes G. For example:

Parandeha =) [» ox 5 Parandegan =) o5,
("Parande = "bird) ox o (""birds (""birds
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Basic Persian Pronunciation

The most important factor in Persian pronunciation is considered to be vowels. Since Persian
language is a syllabic language, the existence of words depends on syllables, and the
existence of syllables depends on vowels. Each syllable has one vowel. Without any vowesl,
there wouldn't be any syllables, and therefore any words, and we'd only have a series of
letters.

As a quick reminder, the Persian language has 32 alphabet characters, including the four
non-Arabic letters. Six of these are vowels, and there are 23 consonant sounds (due to some
of them having the same sound).

Consonants
There are 23 consonant sounds in Persian. In fact, there are 29 consonants, some of which

have the same or similar sounds because of their different shapes. The letters with the same
sounds comprise six groups:

d¢e
(GH),
e
(EA),
b o s
(9,
°T
(H),
W uN @
(S),
b e
(7

Some of the sounds don't have exact equivalents in English, and are:



(KH, like the "ch"in "loch"),

3
(ZH, like the "s" in "measure"),
d¢
(gh, like the French R)
is called be and pronounced like the "b" in "ball"
is called pe and pronounced like "p" in "pink"
b and

are called ta and te and pronounced like [t] in "ten."
ve and yw and &

are called "sad, sin and se" and pronounced like [s] in "simple"

c
is called jim and pronounced like [j] in "jelly"
is called che and pronounced like "ch" in "church"
oand ¢
are called he and he and pronounced like the "h" in "house"
C

is called khe and pronounced like "ch" in "loch"

is called dal and pronounced like "d" in "doll"



I and 4o and j and 5

are called za, zad, ze and zal and pronounced like "z" in "zebra"

)
is called re and pronounced like "r" in "round"
5
is called zhe and pronounced like "s" in "measure"
G
is called shin and pronounced like "sh" in "shell"
sand g
are called hamze and ein and pronounced like [u]in "umbrella"
Jdandg
are called ghafand ghein and pronounced like [r] in the French language
9
is called fe and pronounced like "f" in "family"
S
is called kafand pronounced like [K] in "kite"
S
is called gafand pronounced like [g] in "girl"
J
is called lam and pronounced like [I] in "like"
o
is called mim and pronounced like [m] in "moon"
)

is called noun and pronounced like [n]in "number"



is called vavand pronounced like [v] in "volcano"

is called ye and pronounced like [y] in "yoyo"

Vowels

Persian has six vowels (three short vowels, and three long vowels) plus two diphthongs.

Short vowels:

is called fathe/zebar and pronounced like [a] in "cat."

is called kasre/zir and pronounced like [e]in "bell."

is called zammeh/pish and pronounced like the [0] in "mode.

Long vowels:

is called alefand pronounced like [a] in "ball."

is called vav and pronounced like [00] in "moon."

is called Ye and pronounced like [ee] in "feel."

Diphthongs:

is called ey and pronounced like [ay] in "pay."

is called ow and pronounced like [0] in "no."

—t

sl



Note that vavand ye are considered vowels when they sound like [ee] and [o0] and
consonants when sound like [ye] and [V].

Tones and Stress

There aren't so many different variants of tones in words and syllables in Persian language,
and mostly they are all pronounced the same way, except for the question words, which start
at a lower level and gradually go up to a higher level.

The emphasis or stress (of sounds) is generally on the last syllable of a word.

For example:
»le
(Madar = "mother")
o
(Mar = "snake")
Lo

(Darya = "sea")

In verbs only, (except three-syllable past forms) the stress is on the first syllable of the word. In
three-syllable past forms, the stress is on the middle syllable.

For example:

A9
(Naraft="(he) didn't go")

ey
(Bebinid = "look")

PI9Z o

(Mikhoram = "(I) eat")

PX9

(Davidam = "(I) ran)"
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Must-Know Persian Phrases

Here we'll introduce five phrases in Persian that will take you a long way and help you outin
a variety of situations!

2w
(Salam - "Hello!")

Salam means "Hello" in Persian. When two people meet, the first thing they say to each other
as a greeting is Salam. It's a word that can be used in all occasions, at any time of the day and
by anyone, of any age. It originates from the word Salamati which literally means "Well-being"
or "Healthiness." In other words, besides "Hello," it has the hidden meaning of: "l hope you
are feeling well." Or "l hope you are fine."

For Example:
A: oSile oM
(Salam aleykom - "Hello to you!")
B: aSule pMuw
(Aleykom Salam!-"To you hello!")
('!Kodahafez - "Goodbye) losl> 1>

This means "Goodbye" in Persian. ltis a phrase used when people leave each other. Khoda
means "God," and Hafez means someone who keeps and protects. So in this case it can
mean something like: "Let God protect you and keep you safe and sound, while I'm not
around!" ltis literally like a good short prayer.

(''Khaste nabashid! - "Hope you're not tired) i by aiw>

This is said to someone who has finished any kind of work, or usually co-workers say when
leaving a workplace. It means "Well done, you did a very good job! That's all for now."

The word Khaste means "Tired," and Nabashid means "Not to be." It generally has a sense of
"fulfilling a job" in itself.

('!Dastet dard nakoneh! - "1 hope your hands don't hurt) >SS 55 e

This one is also used for someone who has finished doing something for you. It is said



especially to thank them and show your feeling of gratitude. It is deeper than a simple
Motshakkeram or Mamnunam which shortly mean Thank you. This one can mean: "Thank
you for doing it for me. Hope it didn't make your hands hurt/ache!"

Dastetmeans "Your hands," and Dard nakonad means "Doesn't/Won't hurt."
(" Khahesh mikonam. - "Please/No problem ") .,0iS (o jiunlg>
Itis used to politely ask someone to do you a favor.
Example:
o3 go ar b Ol piS (o unlg>
(Khahesh mikonam ab ra be man bede.- "Please pass me the water.")

Khahesh literally means "Wanting," Mikonam means "l do." Together they mean "l have a
request." It can also mean "No problem" in answer to someone after they say thank you.

The word Lotfan which is a word derived from Arabic that's used in the Persian language,
also means "Please."
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is a Quiz

Here are five things you have to know about Iran! Why not test your knowledge of Iran?
Geography

In which part of Iran is Tehran located?

1 The South-East
3 The North-West

3 The Northern Center

Correct answer: 3. The Northern Center

Tehran, the largest city and 200 year-old capital of Iran, just a village at the beginning, now
with a population of more than twelve million people, is the 16th most populated city of the
world today.

Tehran is surrounded by the Alborz mountains to the north (including the 3933-meter-high
Tochal peak) and the Kavir desert to the south. Except for the northern mountain areas which
are a little humid and mild, the weather is generally hot and dry.

In the north of the city, which is closer to the mountains, the streets and alleys are steeper,
and in the south they're more flat. Also in the south, there are fewer high class buildings than
in the North, and the governmental and office buildings are located at the city center. Azadi
Tower, Millad tower, and the sight of Damavand peak (which is a non-active volcano) are
considered to be the symbols of Tehran. Carpets, rugs, cushion, wood works, mosaic, pottery,
and glass paintings are examples of handicrafts and souvenirs that can be found in different
places in Tehran.

Cuisine
The two most well-known Persian dishes are:
1. Abgusht and Ghormesabzi (Meat stew and Vegetable stew)
2. Lubia Polo and Khoreshet Gheime (Bean with cooked rice and Gheime stew)

3. Ash Reshte and Shirin Polo (Reshte soup and Sweet cooked rice)



Correct answers: 1. Abgusht and Ghormesabzi (Meat stew and Vegetable stew)

Ghorme sabziis one of the most favorite foods of Iranians, and it's eaten with cooked rice.
Ghorme Sabzi means "vegetable stew," and is cooked with a mixture of vegetables and red or
Chiti beans, and to get a nice sour taste, some dried Ammani lime is added. Abgushtis also
cooked with grains, potato, and meat and its juices. If it's made in a stone container, it'll be
called "Dizi" which is considered to be a traditional Iranian dish, and the joy of it comes from a
warm lranian table, being together, and eating pickles, fresh greens and onion.

Travel

Which are the most popular travel destinations in Iran?

1, Tehran, Esfahan, Shiraz.
2 Kish, Kerman, Tabriz.

3 Hamedan, Qome, Kashan.

Correct Answer: 1. Tehran, Esfahan, Shiraz.

All the places mentioned in the question are worth a visit, because they are among the top
tourist destinations in Iran. However, the three most popular places are:

Tehran is Iran's capital, and that's why it's known to be one of the most visited tourist cities in
Iran. Some of the main sights in Tehran are: Azadi tower, Millad tower, and Bazar Tehran. The
green spaces, ski resorts, cultural and art centers, museums, palaces, and libraries, also
attract many visitors.

Esfahan is the most famous tourist destination in Iran. As an old saying goes: "Half the world:
Esfahan!" As home to Naghshe Jahan square, Siosepol Bridge, Menar Jonban (shaking
minarets), and Sheikh Lutfollah Mosque, itis one of Iran's main historical cities with beautiful
architecture. The sweet Esfahani dialect is another reason for Esfahan's popularity, and Gaz
and Louz are among the special souvenirs from this beautiful city.

Shiraz is known as the city of flowers, gardens and poetry. The tombs of famous poets like
Hafez and Saadi are in Shiraz. Vakil Bazar, the Dolat Gate, and Eram Garden are also in this
city, and most importantly of all, you can find the ruins of historical buildings like Persepolis,
Pasargadae, and Naghshe Rostam near Shiraz.

Economy

Iran is one of the world's largest exporters in...

1. Carpet



5 Oil
3 Caviar and Saffron

Correct Answer: 2. QOil

Iran, being rich in oil and gas natural resources, is one of the biggest oil exporters in the
world. These mines are among the national resources of Iran, and are under the ground and
seas of Iran. The 29th of Esfand month (March) is celebrated as Nationalization of Oil Day,
and is a national holiday in the whole country.

Interesting Facts and Figures about Iran
1. Economy

The Iranian Subsidy Reform Plan is the gradual removal process of subsidies from fuel, food,
water, electricity, and other items, part of which is paid to people in the form of cash by the
government, and the rest of itis used in construction, developmental and cultural projects.
The Iranian subsidy reform plan is considered the biggest projectin Iran's economic history,
and in progress right now.

2. Culture

A part of Iran's culture is nomads and tribes (Ashayer and lil). Ashayer (nomads) are groups of
Iranian people who have a tribal structure, and as animal husbandry is their main occupation,
they are always moving and migrating. In winters they move to warmer places, and in
summers they move to cooler places, always looking for pasture. /il is a Turkish word

meaning homeland, peace and friendship, group, tame and obedient, and community. Ashire
is an Arabic word meaning tribe, ancestry, relatives, and family.

3. Education

For Iranian families, having a university degree and a higher education of their children is
very important. Nowadays, girls and boys equally, and maybe even girls more than boys are
studying sciences. In addition to higher education, short-term courses that educate experts in
different fields have also become more popular. Besides the Persian language, learning
other languages has become important, and almost everyone learns one or two more
languages beyong their mother tongue.

4. Transportation

Lately in the big cities of Iran, especially in Tehran, transportation and public transport
services have been considerably increased. Buses, the metro, and taxis are used a lot, and in
recent times, the development of the metro in particular has helped reduce traffic jam.



However, traffic and pollution are still considered some of the main problems in big cities.
5. Life Satisfaction

Today, through the development of industries and medical sciences, and also the increase of
people's knowledge levels and increasing methods of communication between them, the
average life expectancy has also increased. Young people and the elderly live and work side
by side, and by creating a warm atmosphere and supporting each other, families have
achieved some happiness and satisfaction, and are still looking for more ways of developing
life quality.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Persian Cuisine

Because of the rich culture of Iran and its people, Persian food has a unique variety. Enriched
with a colorful and healthy diversity of dishes, and a combination of new tastes and flavors
like sweet and sour, Iranian food is very popular in Asia and around the world for its freshness
and deliciousness.

The Persian kitchen is a great mixture of healthy and nutritious foods, the majority of which
are products of the country's agriculture, livestock, and dairy industries. Meat and dairy
products come together with vegetables and cereals cultivated on rural farms, and the bread
that is made using these same raw materials in village and city furnaces. All of these are
influenced by nature, climate and labor of this land, creating Persian menu.

In Iran, rice is the main food, and depending on how it's cooked, it has different names. It's
served on the table together with other Iranian foods like Kebab and Stew (a mixture of
cooked vegetables and cereal). Using spices is also very popular in Iran, which adds an
oriental taste and fragrance to the food.

Generally Persian food is a good reason and excuse for family members, relatives, and
friends to gather together. Because during holidays, feasts and special calendar dates (like
Ramadan), preparing all kinds of Ash (soups) and traditional dishes, cleaning the vegetables
and cooking them, and also eating food with family around the table has become an
enjoyable ritual.

Popular Food ltems

Besides rice, bread is one of Iran's main foods, and has famous types such as: Barbatri,
Sangak, Lavash and so on that can be eaten with all meals.

On the North and South coasts where fishing is common, types of seafood like fish, shrimp,
and caviar are very popular. Caviar has become one of the country's famous export materials.
Saffron is one of Iran's favorite agriculture crops and plays an important role in the country's
export business. Especially during festive celebrations, nuts like pistachios, that can be found
everywhere, are a beloved snack and also a good souvenir from Iran.

Seasonal Dishes

During religious months, as a traditional custom called Nazri (votive), there's a habit of
distributing free food like "Ash Reshte"(Noodle Soup) and "Halim" believing that if you do this
from the depth of heart and pray, God will grant your prayers and everyone will be blessed.

Being so fruitful and having variety of crops in different weathers, Iran has all kinds of fruits in
various points of the country in all seasons, which become known for their taste and fragrance



and are used to make pickle, jam, and Lavashak (fruit bar). Among popular fruits of Persian
table, there are watermelon, pomegranate, and citrus fruits, and Iranians derive joy from
eating them in groups of friends and family.

Table Etiquette

Iranians usually eat their food around a table-cloth that is spread on the floor called Sofreh.
Sofrehis a fabric available with designs, materials, and textures, or just a simple cloth, that
can also be used on a table.

Fork and spoon are the main pieces of cutlery used at the Iranian table, and for some foods
only bread and empty hands are enough. A knife is rarely used at lunch or dinner.

The presence of all family members including grandparents around sofreh or table is
necessary. ltis considered part of Iranian's manners that they eat together in group and in
warm familial atmosphere.

The Top 5 Persian Dishes

Number 5: Cutlet

This is one of the Persian fast foods that is made in portions. Cutlet is usually served without
rice, and with bread. Cutlet is a delicious food made using meat, potato, eggs and onion. By
mixing these raw ingredients, the cutlet blend is made, and after it becomes stable, it's fried in
oil in a pan. Cutlet tastes a little greasy and meaty. This food is famous in Amol city and is
called Shami Amol.

Number 4: Chelo Kebab

This is one of the original foods of Iran. It consists of cooked rice and Kebab (Barbecue),
which is eaten with sumac and tomatoes. One serve of Chelo Kebab is usually a dish full of
rice and two skewers of meat roasted over a brazier, which is then served with roasted
tomatoes, sumac, onion, and doogh (a type of yogurt drink). Chelo Kebab has different
varieties, like Barg (fillet), Kubideh (minced), Soltani (a mix of these two), and Shishlik (ribs).

Number 3: Ash Reshte

This is a thick aash (soup) thatis common in Iran. This soup is often eaten with Kashk (whey-
like dairy product), pickle and vinegar. Depending on family customs, it's eaten as an
appetizer or main course, at winter parties, or at /ftar (evening meal of Muslims in Ramadan
fasting month). The following ingredients are required for making Ash Reshte are: beans,
peas, lentil, hot mint mix, garlic, noodle strings, herbs, roasted onions, oil, salt, and turmeric.

Number 2: Fesenjan

Every Iranian knows Fesenjan. It's the stew made out of minced walnut and pomegranate



sauce. Sometimes it's modified; some people add beef, and some use chicken. Northern
people make it with duck, and its level of sourness and sweetness changes depending on the
maker's tastes. Put simply, it comes in many variations and with every change in the
ingredients, another new kind is made, including fish, carrot, pumpkin, and pistachio
fesenjans.

Number 1: Tahchin

This is an Iranian dish made of rice, chicken (or beef), yogurt, eggs, and lots of saffron. Within
Persian food, Tahchin is a formal food that's suited for parties, because of its striking shape. It
consists of two parts: first, a thick layer (Tahdig) which is saffron and cooked chicken molded
in rice. The second layer on top of that is just rice. Tahchin can be cooked in oven or over a
flame. For a thicker Tahdig, the Tahchin must be cooked longer in a mild temperature, and
when serving, it's better to put a little dissolved butter on the Tahdig.

5 Fun Facts about Persian Food Culture

Number 5: Persian people love to drink tea all the time!

Black tea, with and after all daily meals and between them, is an un-removable and
permanent member of sofreh. Iranians are used to drinking tea all the time, and usually have
it with sugar cubes or other sweets.

Number 4: Persian people eat too many nuts (and maybe sweets)!

Eating all kinds of nuts in large amounts, especially in holidays, is very popular. So much so
that it sometimes leads to over-eating and stomach-ache! Also, many kinds of sweets,
including Iran's favorite souvenir candies like Gaz, Louz, Souhan and Baghlava, are very
common.

Number 3: Bread and cheese is a complete meal in Iran!

The combination of bread, cheese, herbs, walnut, and dates is a simple but complete and
favored course of meal for Persians, and it's always found in every house and available any
time.

Number 2: Three much-loved foods of Iran are...

Kuku, Kufte, and Dolme: three special Persian foods. Kuku is made like a cake with eggs and
vegetables, Kufte consists of little meat balls, and Do/me is a mix of meat, rice and greens
wrapped in cabbage or grape leaves or pepper.

Number 1: Persian people like to eat fast food!

Pizza and other fast foods are also very popular among modern Persian people, and are
usually available in most restaurants.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Things You Need to Know about Persian Society

Society is a very broad topic, and can't be summarized in a single lesson. That's why we're
narrowing it down to the top five most important aspects of Persian society!

Major Cities

Yazd

Located in the center of Iran, Yazd city's importance is due to the fact that it's the center of the
native and original Persians from the beginning of Iran's history, years before Islam. lts main
inhabitants are Zoroastrians (who are from the Aryan branches) and their symbol is fire and
sun.

Being close to the desert, this city has a dry climate. Therefore, it covers a big part of the
desert architecture of Iran, which contains minarets, domes, and wind-catchers. Wind-
catchers are narrow and long spaces above houses that have holes that are used to catch the
wind's flow and cool down the building. Yazd's main industries with economic importance are:
rugs and textile, glazed tiles, mining, metalwork and gold making.

Kish

One of the most important main port cities located in the south of Iran is Kish, which provides
the country's fishing industry raw materials, and is also among the main areas for sea trade
and political and economic connections through the export and import of products. Kish is
also an amusement and travel destination that attracts many visitors with its big shopping
centers and seaside amusements, and is very crowded during holidays.

Mashhad

Mashhad is a metropolis in the north-west of Iran and the capital of Khorasan province. With
almost 2.5 million people, it's the second most populated city after Tehran. Initially, this region
was the homeland of the Aryan people, and in the time when Nadershah was King, it was
chosen as Iran's capital. These days, due to the existence of the Imam Reza shrine, it
welcomes many pilgrims and visitors from within and outside Iran. Among the historically
significant must-see places in this city is Ferdowsi the precious poet's tomb. Also, as an
economic resource it's considered the main hub of leather production in Iran, with the unique
Charm Mashhad company.

Family Life




As a result of the mechanization and modernization of life, formerly large families have shrank
into smaller and less crowded ones. In old times, in most families, uncles, aunts, cousins, and
grandparents all lived together, while more recently there are fewer families like that, and
also, having more than two children in a family is not longer popular. Despite this, family
elders maintain their position and earn the respect of other family members. They still get the
first greetings in feasts by children, and there's still a great sense of responsibility towards
them. Also in old times, there were more consultation and support, and deeper bonds among
family members. In today's Iran, despite the tendency towards individuality, there aren't
suitable economic conditions for financial independence for younger people until marriage,
or even after that.

Work Culture and Economy

In 2011, Iran's economy was ranked 17th in the world. In terms of GDP (per capita), at 12,800
dollars, it's ranked 78th place. According to the IMF, Iran has a Transition Economy, meaning
it's changing from a planned to a market economy. The UN classifies Iran's economy as semi-
developed. According to Goldman Sachs, Iran could become one of the world's largest
economies in the 21st century.

Foreign trade, and particularly exports and imports, is one of the main elements of Iran's
economy. While most of Iran's economy is built on the foundation of Petroleum exports, the
results of its income is distributed to all parts of the country and affects each one. However, a
lack of employment and population growth is a major problem that has a negative effect on
the country's economy. Iran has a fast-growing population, where there aren't enough jobs for
all the people. This means the country is facing a high rate of unemployment. Generally, Iran's
economy isn't stable and is changing continuously.

Politics

With the successful Islamic Revolution of Iran in February 1979, the Islamic Republic of Iran
Order was formed. It's a system where the foundations are the religion of Islam, and the
people's public vote.

Heading up the Islamic Republic system of government, is Vilayat-e-Faghih (Guardianship of
Islamic Jurists) or Supreme Leader of Iran. The Assembly of Experts of the Leadership, which
is elected by the people, choose a qualified person for this rank. The leader's duty is to
determine the general policies of the country, and its total commandership. Second from the
top is the President, who leads the administrative forces (with the cooperation of ministers
and Vice Assistants), and who is also elected by the people for a four-year term.

In this political system, another role is the people's representatives, who act in the form of The
Iranian Parliament or Islamic Consultative Assembly. Its members are selected by people's
vote, and legislation is among their main duties. Next to the Iranian Parliament, there is the
Guardian Council, who make sure that the Parliament-approved laws match with the
Constitution.



The Assembly of Experts of the Leadership is formed by experts in religious matters. They're
elected by the people's vote, and choosing the supreme leader, as well as detecting the
leader's disqualification based on Constitutional standards, are part of their duties.

Generational Trends

As in many arenas in the world, the development of Iran's economy is also proceeding
towards digitalization. Using computers and the Internet and the other digital technology of
the day, in advancing economic processes, is a sign of this digitalization, and results in
increasing the speed and quality of country's economic development. The mass media and
propaganda are other effective elements in the present age in Iranian society.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Dates During the Calendar Year

Oh, dear, oh, dear! How to choose among so many! In reverse order:
Number 5: Yalda/Chelleh Night

It is the longest night of the year, and the beginning of the first day of winter (December 20th).
Yalda means "Birth," which refers to the birth of the Sun (Mehr/Mitra). In the past, there were
rituals held during this date, one of which was a night feast and staying awake until morning
and watching the newborn sunrise. This feast required the presence of the elders of the family
(as a symbol of the old sun at the end of autumn), and also the availability of many foods for
the long night that are red like the sun, like watermelon, pomegranate, and senjed.

In Iran today, family members and relatives celebrate this occasion by gathering around and
staying awake all night. The Yalda night ritual is to eat special nuts, watermelon,
pomegranate, sweets, and different fruits that are symbolic and indicate blessing, health, and
welfare. On this night, reading horoscopes from the book of Hafez is also popular. Also, by
choosing and cracking a full or an empty walnut, everyone is able to predict their future.

Number 4: Eid-e-Fetr

One of the most important celebrations and feasts of Muslims that is popular in Iran too, is Eid-
e-Fetr, which is held at the end of the Ramadan month, when the month-long fast is finished.
On this day, which is an official holiday, Muslims do the feast prayer. After the prayer they all
celebrate and eat festive food. The exact date of Fetr is determined by observing the new
crescent moon, a task carried out by the leader of the country. One of the Muslim rituals on
this day is performing ablution of the body, which is done by men, women, and children.

Number 3: Wednesday Party (Chharshanbe Suri)

Persians welcome their new year by celebrating the last Tuesday night of the solar year, and
making a fire and jumping through it. Chharshanbe Suriis a spring feast that is held before
Nowruz (New Year). On this day, to repel the evil, and make wishes come true, people hold a
ceremony whose roots go back centuries. This special ceremony is held the night before the
Wednesday. Everwhere on the streets and alleys, people make big fires and jump through
them while singing songs, to remove their weaknesses and sicknesses (which are known as,
and associated with, yellow), and gain health and happiness (which is known as red). These
are the colors of fire, which is the symbol of the original Persians. Because they hold the evil,
the ashes of Chharshanbe Suri are unlucky, and after the ceremony in each house, a woman
gathers and takes them to the outside and throws them in flowing water. In recent years,
fireworks and firecrackers have also been very popular.



Number 2: Nowruz (Persian Solar New Year)

Nowruzis a compound of Now ("New"), and Ruz ("Day"), meaning "New Day." Nowruzis the
first day of spring on the Persian calendar (March 21), and is the Iranian New Year
celebration, and one of the oldest feasts remaining from ancient times. Among the traditions
of Nowruzis the house-cleaning (Khanetekani) when all the furniture in a house is cleaned
before New Year. Visiting relatives and sightseeing in the country are other traditions of this
feast. In Nowruz, Iranian families set a table sofreh called Haft-Sin (7S), which includes at
least seven symbols of spring whose names start with the S sound: Sabzeh (a herb), Samanu
(a sweet paste), Senjed (a kind of fruit), Sir (garlic), Sib (apple), Sumac (a spicy flower),
Serkeh (vinegar), Sonbol (hyacinth flower), and Sekkeh (coin). There are also other things on
Haft Sin that don't start with S: a candle as a symbol of light, a colored egg as a sign of birth, a
mirror as a sign of creation, and a red fish as a sign of life.

Number 1: Sizdah Bedar

This is held on the thirteenth day of spring and Persian New Year holidays, and is among the
Nowruz celebrations. In Iran's official calendars this day is named Nature Day, and is an
official holiday. In the past, people believed that to drive away the bad luck and evil of the
number thirteen in this day, they have to spend the day outside the house. But nowadays
most people only go out to spend time in the natural world, and eat and celebrate together in
order to officially finish the New Year feasts. There is a habit of entrusting the Sabzeh of Haft
Sin to the river, and also of tying the grass on this day, as a sign of tying life with nature to
always stay fresh and merry.
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The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Things to Know about Persian Pop Culture

As popular culture changes quickly and drastically, this lesson focuses on the most recent
pop cultures. Please keep in mind that we wrote this lesson in March 2013. In this lesson,
we'll focus on the top five pop culture topics in Iran.

Popular TV

IRIB ("Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting") or Sazmane Seda va Sima literally meaning
"Organization of Voice and Vision" is a media organization which is the only official
broadcaster of Radio and TV programs in Iran. This organization has many associated
centers in Iran's cities, and also representative offices in many foreign countries outside Iran.
Many networks that are subsets of this organization broadcast programs for Iranians
worldwide, living in America, Asia, and Oceania, in different languages through satellite TV.

The digital broadcasting of Radio and TV channels with the DVB-T standard started its work
in Tehran from autumn of 2009. There are sixteen general channels showing sports,
animation, medical, educational, documentary, commercial, and other programs. Radio
channels also have youth-targeted, sports, news, economy and other programs. Iran TV has
16 general and 34 provincial channels.

The most popular Iranian TV programs are Iranian TV drama series, social and humor shows.
One of the most famous and loved ones of them is Kolah Ghermezi, which is about an Iranian
boy mascot doll with a red hat named Kolah Ghermezi, who makes everyone laugh by doing
funny things. A new series of this show is usually shown during New Year holidays. Also
among satellite TV channels, the American Iranian channels and foreign Iranian music are
very popular.

Popular Persians Abroad

In science and education, Iran has many successful representatives abroad. Professor
Samuel Rahbar (1929 - 2012) was an Iranian scientist who discovered the linkage between
diabetes and a form of hemoglobin used to identify plasma glucose concentration over time.
He received the one-time National Scientific Achievement Award from the American Diabetes
Association. Majid Samii is another distinguished Iranian neurosurgeon and medical scientist
who obtained the title of World Physician 2007, and a Friendship Award from China.

Asghar Farhadi is a successful Iranian film director and screenwriter. He won an Academy
Award in 2012 for the movie A Separation, and Golden Globe and Berlin Film Festival Golden
Bear Award for the same movie. Time magazine ranked him fourth among the 100 most
influential people in the world in 2012.



Hossein Rezazadeh is a former member of Iran's weightlifting national team, and the holder
of two Olympic Gold medals in weightlifting, as well as four other international gold medals
and two bronze. He is nicknamed "The Iranian Hercules" and was voted the "Champion of
Champions"in 2002.

Popular Music

Generally, interest in music in today's Iran is inclined towards western music and world pop.
The works of most Iranian bands that enter the world of music are similar to their western
counterparts'. Current and old Persian singers who are currently active in this business in
America or other countries are good examples, as they mix the Iranian music style and culture
with western music to create modern Persian music. However, the traditional music and
instruments of Iran still have their own fans among people. The original music has lost its
identity and is merging into world music. Meanwhile, a minority of people are attracted to
more specific genres of music, like classical, other country's native music, rock, metal,
spiritual, and so on.

Popular Sports

Football is Iran's first sport and has the most fans. There are two national teams that are
known as "The Reds" and "The Blues," and divide the country's football fans into two colors! In
addition to football, ancient wrestling has been a central attraction as a traditional and
national sport for years. There are also a few good ski resorts like Tochal, Dizin, and
Shemshak near Iran's capital Tehran. Mountain climbing is also another one of the country's
favorite sports, and it's very popular during holidays.

International Pop Culture

International pop culture phenomena that have large groups of fans within Iran are Japanese
anime and manga. These are popular especially among young people. Anime and manga
were introduced via the Internet, and have spread around fast, attracting more people every
day. Anime and manga forums, and even artist groups who attempt to translate and distribute
or create similar art work themselves, have even appeared in Iran.

International pop culture is also found in other parts of Persian society, for example in the
style of clothing and fashion. The outfits Persians wear, while being native and Islamic, at the
same time are under the influence of world trends in their color and designs. This influence
can also be seen in other aspects such as makeup, accessories, and so on.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is on the 5 Most Useful Tools for Learning Persian

Number 1: Persian-Speaking Friends

No one can teach you the correct Persian language as compassionately as a Persian-
speaking friend. Unlike learning in a classroom, it's an easy and fun way to learn the
language, and also you'll get to have a new friend! As they say: "Two birds with one stone."
This way you will have the opportunity to learn the subtle points that aren't written in any book
or taughtin any classroom, practically.

To begin with, you can find a pen pal online here: www.Interpals.net. Good Luck!
Number 2: Books and Cultural Centers

Self-tutorial travel phrasebooks can be a good source for some basic information, and are
also very useful when you are in a hurry and have no time. They can be used everywhere
because they are portable. You might actually find one in a library or a bookstore near your
house! Or you may try to contact your closest Iranian embassy—some embassies have
cultural sections with libraries, or good information available about the language, or about
where you can find a language learning class if it's not in the embassy itself.

Number 3: Audio-Video Media

Watching movies or animation, and listening to music, are some of the best ways of learning
this language. That's because you are able to learn the Persian language used in different
situations, and also, hearing the pronunciations helps you remember them better. Since these
are enjoyable media, the content will stick in your mind better. One of the good websites
where you can find links to Persian dubbed or subbed animation is: www.parstoon.ir. It's in
Persian, but has pictures and links that are easy to understand.

Number 4: Internet

You can learn the Persian language at online tutoring websites. There are so many of them
available that complement each other, and use different methods like pictures and audio files
to teach the language. One of the best ones among them is: www.learn-persian.com, which is
available in different languages, and has good information for beginners, sentence examples,
and easy conversations, plus nice Persian music to download.

Another one is: www.easypersian.com, which has written forms and complete basic
information, drills, samples, and so on.

Number 5: Pen and Paper



Using paper and pen is an effective way of learning Persian language. You can use them
everywhere and anytime. Firstly, you can take notes, to be able to read and remember them
later. Then there are other ways you can use them to learn language. For example, by
drawing pictures of the things you learn. There is no need for the pictures to be artistically
accomplished or understandable to everyone, just simple codes as reminders for yourself.
You can hang your notes or pictures on the wall or somewhere you can easily see. Also
practicing and writing many times, or repeating aloud, are other standard ways of learning the

language.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Tips to Help Overcome Some Common Errors That Learners
of Persian language Make

Tip 1: Don't confuse verb tenses.

As we've said in other lessons, verbs in the Persian language have attached pronouns,
singular/plural, and time. Sometimes it's hard to memorize them all for Persian language
learners. They often use only one tense and form for all verbs (usually simple past singular
third person) and it becomes a little strange, something like: "Yesterday | go." instead of
"Yesterday | went, or "Tomorrow | went" instead of "Tomorrow | go" in English.

For example:

Man khaham raft.

"l will go"

"Man raftam.

"l went"

Tip 2: Remember the shape of different letters with the same sound.

As you already know, the Persian language has letters that sound similar but are written
using different characters and shapes. Let's try not to confuse them with eachother, keeping in
mind that writing is something that needs so much practice and repeating many times.
Sometimes using the wrong character with the same sound can totally change the meaning of
the word. For example:

("Hayat "life) wli> ,("Hayat:"Yard) bli>
("Ghaleb:"most) JLle ,("Ghaleb: "Mold) <JLs
Tip 3: Know different words with g (Vav) in them.

The letter g (Vav) which has the sound of Vor U in different words, may also have no sound at
all, when it's placed between ¢ (KH) and 1 (A). In this case the g is written, but not
pronounced, so the KHVA compound will sound like KHA like in jalg> (Khahar - "Sister"). And
also sometimes g may seem like U but sound like O, like in Sg4 (Nok - "Tip"/"peak"). Please
be careful when reading or writing these sounds. It may be difficult in the beginning, but after
a little practice, you'll get used to it.

Tip 4: Learn the right usage of prepositions.



There are a few prepositions in Persian language, and each one of them has its own
meaning and plays a different partin composing a sentence, like: g (va - "and"), Ly (ba -
"with"), as (beh - "to"), 4> (dar-"in"), ;1 (az- "from"), and L, (ra - object indication).

Confusing these in a sentence or removing them from it may result in changing its meaning,
or making itincomplete.

Tip 5: Understand the difference between the final EH and the possessive EH

The difference between "o" and "" is again the difference of shape and meaning with the
same sound. They are both sounds of "EH" which come at the ends of words. Just remember
that "e" is part of the word itself, while "' shows belonging like the possessive case
apostrophe in English. But unlike English, it's added to the noun that belongs, and the one
that possesses comes next. Like: o ol (Nameh Man - "My name") and (o s aoli (Nameye
man - "My Letter").

When you want to show possessive case belonging after "e", simply add "s" (Hamze) above
them and read it as Ye.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Common Persian Expressions That You Might Not Learn
From a Persian Teacher

Phrase 1: € .5 a> Che khabar? ("What news?")

This means "How's everything going on?" or literally: "What News?" If everything is ok, and
there's no particular news, the phrase Salamati ("Healthiness") is used, meaning everything is
fine.

Phrase 2: ..., _vsS ...gwss Bebin... Gush kon... ("Look... Listen...")

This phrase is used to attract someone's attention before you are going to explain something
to them. Like for example: Bebin, masaale ine ke... ("Look, [pause] the thing is...")

Phrase 3: lowis L8 ! cigr 28 | s b 9 Ghorbanat! Ghorbunet! Ghorbane Shoma! ("I'll be
your sacrifice!")

This is just a salutation or a compliment, usually used at the end of a conversation, showing
your utmost love and respect, meaning you're ready to do anything for someone—even to
sacrifice yourself. It can be used in a more formal way: Ghorbane shoma or in a friendly form:
Ghorbunet!

Phrase 4: ! ygaw_s M Salam beresun! ("Deliver my salutation.”)

This one is also used at the end of a conversation when you want to show your attention and
care for an absent person and send your respect to them through the one you are already
talking to, since this person will meet them sooner than you.

Phrase 5: S8 Lo waanl, Jeddi migi? ("Are you serious?")

It means: "Are you serious?" or literally means "Are you telling the truth?" It's usually used
when you are surprised at what you've heard, and are not sure if it's for real.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Useful Persian Phrases For the Classroom

Phrase 1: €ol>1 Ejaze? ("Excuse me."/"May 1?")

This is the most commonly used phrase in a classroom, and you say it to your teachers to ask
their permission to do something, or simply before asking a question, in which case it means
"excuse me." Itis usually used together with Agha ("Sir") or Khanum ("Madame"/"Ms."), for
male or female teachers, and is usually said while raising your hand.

For Example:

. ("?Agha ejaze? - "Sir, may l) So LI L]
. ("?Ejaze khanum? - "Excuse me, Ms) § ails o5

3, ("?Ejaze? - "Would you allow/let me) Yo ;5|

Phrase 2: €5 o o9 g w ...et ro gharz midi? ("Would you lend me your...?")

A sentence used mostly among classmates, when you need to borrow something from your
friend. The object is placed at the beginning in..., etis a suffix that means singular "your." Ro
or rais the preposition indicating object, and gharz midi? is the verb that comes at the end as
usual.

For example: Ketabet ro gharz midi? ("Will you/would you lend me your book?")
Phrase 3: Sas,15 Jlgw Soali Darid? ("Have any questions?")

This is a phrase used by the teachers, when explaining the lessons. They want to make sure
if the students understood everything or if they need more explanation. It's usually said alone
without any pronouns, since they're talking to all the students in the class. But can be used
also after a general noun, like: Bachcheha ("children"). Bachcheha soali darid? ("Kids, do you
have any questions?") The iin soali means "any." Soal is "question."

Phrase 4: .o 9, 22,135 / 2u )l 0 o, Oss -..etUN ro az kifetoon dar biarid/begzarid ruye
miz ("take out ... from your bag./Put ... on the desk.")

You may hear these when the teacher wants to check your homework, or is going to take a
test.

For example: Mashghhatun ro dar biarid. ("Take out your homework.") or Ye kaghaz begzarid
ruye miz. ("Put the paper on the desk.")



Etunis the suffix showing "your" in plural form. Ye kaghaz means "One/a paper" and it doesn't
need the etun suffix.

Phrase 5: 2o as / sims ... yaani .../ Maanie ... ("... means ....The meaning of ...")

When saying or asking the meaning of something, the word Yaaniis used. Yaaniis "means,"
and Maanie is "The meaning of." Maanie is used for larger sentences or explanations. In
Maanie... after ...ineke is used, which means "is the fact that" and after it, there is the
explanation, which must be more than one word. If it's only one word, you can change the
order to Maanie ..., ... e ("The meaning of...is...").

For example:
1. Xyaani Y. ("X means Y.")
2. Maanie X, Y ast. ("The meaning of X, is Y.")

3. X yaani chi? ("What does X mean?")

4. Maanie X chie? ("What is the meaning of X?")
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Useful Phrases from Your Hosts

Phrase 1: Sas 95> <> s> S 9laz "Chetori? Khubi? Halet khube ?" ("How are you?
Are you feeling good?")

Chetor means "How" and i is an attached verb indicating singular "you" in present form.
Chetori? means "How are you?" in a friendly way. If you are talking to a superior, or someone
older than you who is not a friend, it's better to use the plural form: Chetorid? (with the
attached id plural verb), or chetor hastid? (with the separate hastid, a plural verb meaning
"Are [you]"). There are also other forms of asking this question, like:

Khubi? ("Are you fine?" - singular); Khubid? ("Are you fine?" - plural)
Halet khube? ("Are you feeling fine?)
Phrase 2: € ug> 5i (009> o "Man khubam, to khubi?" ("I'm fine. Are you fine?")

This is used as the answer to the above question, in the singular and friendly form. The more
formal and plural form is: Man khubam, shoma chetorid? To is singular "You," and Shoma" is
plural "You." The answer to this can be: Man ham khubam. ("I'm fine too").

Phrase 3: '\, (v cwinz! puin> "-Chashm!-Chashmet bi bala!” (""-Sure! -Thanks!")

This means: "-Sure!" followed by the answer: "Thanks!," but in an idiomatic way. Chashm
means "eye," and its literal meaning is "Sure, I'll do it happily, even at the cost of my eyes!"
which is obviously very exaggerated. And Chashmet bi bala means "Hope nothing bad
happens to your eyes!" These are among the sentences that are exclusive to this language,
and there is no real equivalent translation for them in any other language.

Phrase 4: ! ,.& couw woge> as "Be khodet sakht nagir!” ("Take it easy!")

This means "Don't be too hard on yourself" or literally "Don't take it hard on yourself" in the
singular form. The plural form is Be khodetan sakht nagirid., which is more formal. This has a
sense of "Don't worry too much, it'll be ok." in itself. Khodetand Khodetan are the singular and
plural forms of "Yourself." As you already know, in Persian, the pronoun comes first, and the
verb comes last. So the literal English translation would be: "To yourself don't take it hard!"

Phrase 5: Scaww xS "Kojast?" ("Where is it?")

This phrase is used when you can't find something. It's a very common phrase used often in
the Persian language. Please keep in mind that like all other sentences in Persian, in the
"question"” form, the order of words is different than in English. In Persian, the subject (the lost
thing in this case) comes first, Koja (meaning "where") comes next, and st ("is") which is



considered an attached verb comes last.

For example: Daftare man kojast? ("Where is my notebook?"). E is the possessive
apostrophe, and man means "My."
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Syllables and Native Consonant Sounds That Make Up the
Persian Language

Introduction

As you already know, the Persian alphabet consists of 33 letters, 31 of which are consonants
(29 absolute consonants and 2, depending on their surrounding sounds can be a consonant
or a vowel) plus 1 alphabet mark Hamze ( ¢ ) which is a mute sound considered a consonant
exceptin the possessive form, where it sounds like ye which is also a consonant). The
remaining 1 alphabet character is called Alefwhich is a vowel making 4 different vowel
sounds. The 29 absolute consonants are:

cupdSS3utebbpwovuwiisidttare ey

Persian words are composed of one or more syllables. Every syllable can be composed as
follows:

1. Consonant + vowel + consonant
2. Consonant + vowel
3. Vowel + consonant

4. Vowel only

In a word, two consonants can be placed next to each other, in which case they are from two
different syllables, or if in the same syllable, there's already another vowel in the syllable.
Each syllable must contain a vowel.

The pronunciation of consonant sounds are as follows.

Absolute Consonants

called pe and is pronounced like the "p" in "pink" (for example s ., (pari) meaning "fairy")

b and



called ta and te and is pronounced like the "t" in "ten" (for example U (ta) meaning "until")
we and gw and &

called sad, sin and se and is pronounced like the "s" in "simple" (for example eMw (salam)
meaning "hello")

c
called jimand is pronounced like the "j|" in "jelly" (for example <J > (jaleb) meaning
"interesting")
called che and is pronounced like the "ch" in "church" (for example wg¢> (choob) meaning
"WOOdll)

ocand ¢
called he and he and are pronounced like the "h" in "house" (For example: aJ¢> (houleh)
meaning "towel")

C

called khe and is pronounced like the "ch" in "loch" (for example ail> (khaneh) meaning
"house")

called dal and is pronounced like the "d" in "doll" (for example i>> (dokhtar) meaning "girl")
b and j» and jand >

called za, zad, ze and zal and pronounced like the "z" in "zebra" (for example >, (zard)
meaning "yellow")

called re and pronounced like the "r" in "round" (for example »g, (rood) meaning "river")

called zhe and is pronounced like the "s" in "measure" (for example all; (zhaleh) meaning
"frost")



called shin and is pronounced like the "sh" in "shell" (for example ,Suu (shekar) meaning
"sugar")

€
called ein and is pronounced like the "u" in "umbrella" (for example 4wy & (earoos) meaning
"bride")

gand g
called ghafand ghein and is pronounced like the "r" in French language (for example o £
(gharb) meaning "west")

9
called fe and is pronounced like the "f" in "family" (for example J.é (fil) meaning "elephant")

S
called kafand is pronounced like the "k" in "kite" (for example ,|S (kar) meaning "work")

S
called gafand is pronounced like the "g" in "girl" (for example & ,3 (gorg) meaning "wolf")

J
called lam and is pronounced like the "I" in "like" (for example ¥ (laneh) meaning "nest")

o
called mim and is pronounced like the "m" in "moon" (for example ¢ lago (Mehman) meaning
"guest")

U

called noun and is pronounced like "n" in "number" (for example ¢ 4 (niru) meaning "power")

Consonants Depending on their Sounds

These two letters are considered as consonants or vowels in different words, with different
sounds. If they sound the way explained below, they are consonants.

Their vowel sounds will be explained in the next lesson.



called vavand is pronounced like the [v] in "volcano" (for example o jlg (vazheh) meaning
"word")

S
called ye and is pronounced like the [y] in "yo-yo" (for example & (yek) meaning "one")
Non-English Sounds

In the Persian language, there are four consonant sounds that are non-existentin English.
Here they are broken down:

C
called khe and is pronounced like an English "H" but from deep inside the throat, like
something being stuck in the throat when pronouncing the "H" sound.

5
called zhe and is pronounced like a "J" without the teeth touching each other. Also try an
open mouth "J" sound.

€
called ein and is made by a mute stress followed by a vowel. It can be considered a sound
similar or between "E" and "O," but as a consonant.

¢and @

called ghein and ghafand are created by air flowing in the throat, while making the "G"
sound.

Final Consonants

In Persian, o is the final form of a» . This is the letter called he, in which the final forms can only
come in the ending of a word, and sound like "eh" with the "H" that is not heard. The same
letter when placed at the beginning of a word will always sound like "H" without any
exception.

Also the letter s can not be pronounced as ye at the end of a sound except when it is followed
by a short vowel. While other parts of different words may sound like ye (as in "yo-yo"), or i (as
in "simple").
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Persian Basic Vowels and Diphthongs

Vowels

As we learned in Lesson 4 in the All About Persian series, there are 6 single vowels, 4 of
which (3 short vowels and 1 long vowel) are different written forms of one alphabet character
named all (Alef). Itis written as follows: [T1.717 ] ,1], and the 2 others (which are 2 long
vowels) are created by 2 alphabet characters that are also considered consonants with other
pronunciations in different words: [ s and g ].

Short vowels: become little marks above consonants in the middle of words, and are usually
removed in the written form, but still pronounced.

1-

called fathe/zebar and pronounced like [a] in "cat." (e 1 (asl) means "original" and 4w 5
(dars) means "lesson").

1

called kasre/zir and pronounced like [e] in "bell." (9 00 | (emruz) means "today" ,oliS (ketab)
means "book").

called zammeh/pish and pronounced like [0] in "mode." (>l 1 (oftad) means "fell," ai,
(panjom) means "fifth").

Long vowels: are written the same way as they sound, as whole characters in the beginning,
middle, and ending of different words.

-

called alefand pronounced like [a] in "ball." (] (ab) means "water," and ,U (nan) means
"bread").

called vav and pronounced like [00] in "moon." (3| (00) means "he/she"; a>¢> (joojeh) means
"chicken").



called Ye and pronounced like [ee] in "feel." (|l (Iran) means "lran," juo (Miz) means "table,"
and s (si) means "thirty").

Diphthongs

Diphthongs are sounds created by combining two single vowel letters. There are 2
diphthongs in Persian, derived from the 4 single vowels that we mentioned earlier. In a
Persian diphthong, there's a primary vowel and a secondary vowel.

The first diphthong is created by combining the two vowels of | and s, making the sound "EL."

The second diphthong is created by combining the two vowels | ‘and ¢, making the sound
"OU."

sl

called ei and is pronounced like [ay] in "pay." (uls:] (eyvan) means "veranda," and «JUl
(eyalat) means "province").

called ou and is pronounced like the [0]in "no." (|, s« (Showra) means "council")
Diphthong pronunciation:

A Persian diphthong is a sound, created by pronouncing the exact two sounds it's consisted
of, equal to the same tone and speed.

In some texts these two diphthongs are not listed as diphthong vowels, but as the two different
sounds they are made from:

For example: the sound sl is a vowel sound (E) + a conditional vowel (I).

And in gl , its a combination of the two sounds of the vowel(O) + the vowel (U).
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Persian Stress.

Stress

Since Persian is not a tonal language, "stress" becomes an important point of pronunciation.

We learned about stress of words in the "All about Persian" series and how to pronounce
each word with the right stress. Let's take a closer look at stress by practising to say more
difficult words with stress.

In every word one syllable is stressed. The key to properly stressed pronunciation can be
summarized in a few rules:

The general rule is: The stress falls on the last syllable of most words.

For example:
Ugioo
Mamnoon ("thanks")
dubaw
Sefid ("white")
9
Toop ("ball")
ik 9

Farhangi ("cultural™)

In interjections, conjunctions and vocatives, the stress comes in the first syllable of the word.
For example: oL /bale/ ("yes"), ,u=i /nakheir/ ("no, indeed"), Jq /vali/ ("but"), | .= /chera/
("why"), JS1/agarl ("if"), w0 /mersi/ ("thanks"), il> /khanom!/ ("Ma'am"), 1 /aghal/ ("Sir").

Words Never Stressed

The attached pronouns in the ending of verbs (/-am/ ("l do.."), /-i/ ("you do.."), .., /-and/ ("they



do..") are never stressed (with the exception of positive future auxiliary verbs).

The possessive suffix: -e and ye ("of"), object indicating preposition: ra, and i meaning "a" and
o0 meaning "and," are also never stressed.

The attached possessive suffixes at the end of nouns meaning "My, your, his, her, our, their, /-
am/, /-et/, /-esh/, /-emuny/, /-etun/, /-eshun/ are another group that are never stressed.

For example:
Persian English
Motshakkeram o ,Suivio  1"'m thankful
ketabe Maryam ,0, 00 i Maryam"s book
manotogw g9 (o Me andyou
sib ra khord > ,9> |, «axan  [he] ate the apple
derakhti _.i>,> atree
baghemunyge<ls Ourgarden
Verbs

In past and present forms of most verbs, the stress falls on the first syllable of the word (except
3 syllable past forms). For example:

Persian English

Minoosham pxisgs o [l] drink

benevis yusgis [please] write

nakhord> 9s  [he] didn"t eat

In 3 syllable past form of verbs, the stress is on the middle syllable:
For example: paol Amadam ("[l] came"), g neveshti ([singular "you"] wrote).

In positive future tense verbs, which is made by the conjugation of auxiliary verb ¢ iwlg>
(khasatan = "to want)" + past simple singular 3rd person verbs, the stress falls on the second



syllable of the auxiliary verb. For example:

Persian English

Khaham khord 5 9> eale> [l will eat

khahand raft .9, xials>  [they] will go

nakhahi did s> sdlg=>s [you] won"t see

In other positive compound verbs which are created by two verbs, an auxiliary verb plus
another verb, the stress is also on the last syllable of the first (auxiliary) verb. For
example: so>gs aid ) rafte boodi ("[you] had gone"), sl oawslg> khabide boodi ("[if you] are
asleep").

Important Notes

There are some other aspects which can affect the pronunciation of words in Persian.

One of them is the form of the sentence, that can be divided into: Imperative, Predicative,
Interrogative, and Conditional. The words in each one of these are pronounced in their own
way which may be different to the rules said before.

Another thing that may affect the pronunciations is the variations of accents and dialects in the
Persian language. Each accent or dialect has their own set of stress rules, and even tones for
pronouncing words, which will be explained more in the next lesson.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Regional Variations of Persian Pronunciation Found in
different parts of Iran.

Preface

Inside Iran, in different areas of the country, people speak different accents and dialects. Each
one has its own sounds and tones, and even words, based on the same roots. Two of the
major dialects are Tehrani, and Esfahani, which are spoken mostly in Tehran and Esfahan
cities. Though the standard Persian language is not a tonal language, in the Esfahani accent,
words can have tones.

In some parts of Iran, the differences between dialects grow to an extension, where it
becomes a new language, the name of which is called the area's Persian, or just shortened to
the name of the area or province where itis used. Examples of these dialect-languages are
Lori, Kordi, Gilaki, and Azeri-Turkish.

In this lesson, we will talk about the two major dialect varieties of Tehrani and Esfahani, and
some of the subset languages of Persian.

Sound System and Vocabulary

Dialects
Tehrani

In the spoken folk language of Tehran the capital, some letter sounds from the written and
formal language, tend to change into other letters and sounds.

For example T (A) usually becomes o (U), like in:

Original Tehrani Conversational Tehrani
(khaneh = house) ail> (khooneh) aig>
(jan = life / spirit) o > (joon) ys>
(aram = slow/calm) ol,] (aroom) pg I

Sometimes the short vowel (e) becomes s (i):

Original Tehrani Conversational Tehrani




(shekar = sugar) S (shikan S

(belit = ticket) cul, (bilit) caulss

(keshmesh = raisins) _jicawins (kishmish) LiuowiuS

Most of the time, the sound of the last letter in some words is removed in speech:
("oo dar khane nist="he is not at home) cauuwi ails 5 4l
("?hanooz narafti? = "haven't you still gone) s i jgid
Esfahani

Esfahani is one of the Persian dialects spoken in the Esfahan province. It's different to
standard Persian in terms of its sounds, tones, words, and structure. The difference is mostly
in short vowels and in the tone or stress of pronunciations. The most common differences
from standard Persian are:

The short vowels of {A) usually turn into (E) short vowels, like in:

Tehrani Esfahani
(az=from) i1 (€2)
(pedar = father) _ 3, (peder)
(ghafas = cage) judsé (ghafes) uss

The sound of I (a) vowel in Tehrani becomes o (u) in most words, like:

Tehrani Esfahani
(dokan = boutique) oy 5> (dokoon) ysS5H
(shoma = you) laxis (shooma) logui
(koja = where) (=5 (kooja) 545

The cuwl (ast=is) verb in Tehrani Persian is changed to yw (es) like:

("khorde ast="has eaten) .cuwl 05,4>



("?che khabar ast? = "what's up) Scuwl us az

Languages

The following are some of the dialects or subtypes of Persian. These subtypes have evolved
to the point where they can almost be considered languages on their own:

Azeri:

Azeri is a dialect-language influenced by Persian and Turkish languages, and is a mixture of
both, which is spoken by the people of Ardabil and East and West Azerbaijan provinces in
Iran. Because it has so many Turkish words and idioms, it can't be completely understood by
Persians who don't know the Turkish language.

In Azeri, rough sounds (O, U, A, |), and soft sounds (O, U, E, 3, |, can't exist together in the
root of one word, like Gézallik and Ayriliq. Azeri is an Agglutinative language, since the words
can be formed by joining or adding suffixes to the roots of verbs and nouns, like: Su ("water"),
Sulamagh ("water sprinkling").

Gilaki:

Gilaki is one of the languages of north Iran spoken in Gilan, Mazandaran, and other provinces
near the Caspian Sea. This language has some sounds not found in standard Persian. And
also some sounds (like g, k, and g) are pronounced differently, though they're the same letters
in Persian, but the wrong pronunciation doesn't change the meaning of words. The table
below, compares words in the languages of Persian, Gilaki and English.

Persian English Gilaki Dialect
(zaman) .ol time zomat
(morgh) .£ .0 hen murgh
(gav) 55 cow gaw
(pedar) o, father per
(murcheh) .az 50 ant pitar

Table 1: Comparing words in different languages and dialects (Gilaki)
Kurdi:

Itis the language used in Kurdestan (a North-West province of Iran) as well as its



neighbouring provinces, and has many subsets. In this language there are 8 vowels, two of
which don't exist in standard Persian: short i and short u. Some consonants also don't have
equivalents in the Persian language, like: w sound and v (.9 with 3 points above it). Here is
the word comparison table for one of Kurdi subsets named Kurmaniji:

Persian English Kurmaniji dialect
(to) .55 you te, tu
(ahan) .;al iron hesin
(kutah) .olisS"  short kurt
(nam) .ol name nav
(pardis) .puwo s  paradise pardez
(dokhtar) _ui>> daughter dot

Table 2: Comparing words in different languages and dialects (Kurmaniji)
Lori:

Lori is also another dialect-language influenced by Persian, which is spoken in the Lorestan
province and in many of Iran's western provinces. Lori has many similarities to Persian and its
roots go way back to the Sasani Pahlavi Persian language which dates back to the Middle
Ages. Today it's considered the most similar language to Persian.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Five Most Common Mistakes People Make When
Pronouncing Persian Sounds

#1: Wrong stress

Using stress on the wrong syllable usually doesn't change the meaning of the word or the
sentence, but sounding incorrect or non-standard is not advised either. It's considered a non-
local accent.

But don't worry! Hearing it from foreigners does have its own natural sound and even sounds
sweet to local people! This is indeed just how the Esfahani dialect is supposed to sound to
the Tehran's people. Just try to memorize stress rules if you want to learn the standard capital
Persian.

#2: Mispronouncing the Sounds of < and 5.

Even native speakers of Persian make the mistake of mispronouncing the two letters: & and
5.

The character « is considered to be one of the S sounds in Persian language, butin fact it
should sound like the English "th" in "thank you."

On the other hand, 5 is known as one of the Zsounds in Persian, but it should actually sound
like the English "th" in the word "that." These are the correct pronunciations derived from the
Arabic language—they are taught in school, but are not commonly used even amongst native
Iranian speakers.

#3: Confusing Similar Words with Different Short Vowels

As we touched upon before, short vowels are little marks above consonants that are usually
not written, but must be pronounced. Knowing which vowel should be read when it's not
written, is just a matter of knowing the word and getting used to it. Understanding the word's
meaning in the sentence may help, because these words are written the same way, but with
different short vowels and different meanings. Like for example:

("Gel = "mud) JS Gol = "flower") and) JS
#4: Confusing Pronunciation of g and °

As you have already learned, the letter ¢ can have different vowels or consonant sounds
depending on different words. In some words it's considered a vowel and it usually has the
sound of u/0o. However in some of them it can be a short vowel, and have the O () sound.



The number of words like this are not too many, so they are easy to remember. Like:

Persian English

(nokhod) b¢x; peas

(khod) »9> self

(nok) S¢i peak

Note that there are similar words with the same O sound written with ’, like: 13 (Khoda)
meaning "God."

#5: Confusing and | in Words

The characters and | are similar but different sounds. is a short vowel, while | is a long vowel.
Since in English they both have one equivalent letter "a" [as in "apple" and in "car" | ], itis
easy to confuse them.

For example: in the word lgis (fanha = "alone") the first ais short like in "apple," and the
second ais long |l like in "car." Or in S, L (shaparak = "butterfly") the firsta is long | like in
"pall," and both the second and third a sounds are a short as in bank. Practicing more words
like this will help you to memorize them.
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PERSIAN
Sarz Loy awl
ail> o ol
caighy 0Ly oo el
aSe)S Juid o punl

.d.._:_)_g_gl) ul.u 0 ,o.uul

ENGLISH

Q: What's your name?

A: My name is John.

A: My name is Bryan Brown.
A: My name is Daniel Craig.
A: My name is Nabat Davood.i.

ROMANIZATION

esm-e shomaa chiyeh?

esm-e man jaan-eh.

esm-e man beraayaan berawn-eh.

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s

CONT'D OVER



4. esm-e man daniyel kereg-eh.

5. esm-e man Nabaat daavoodi-yeh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
owl esm, esm-e name noun
Lo shomaa your pronoun
Sasz Chi eh?, chiyeh Whatis? phrase
o man my pronoun
ol jaan John noun
.0 eh is verb
U9l m bl beraayaan berawn Bryan Brown proper noun
S Jwio daniyel kereg Daniel Craig proper noun
S99 wls Nabaat daavoodi Nabat Davoodi proper noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

.uw|@l.§(w"' |c,u'z§3|

Oo goft esmash Ali ast.

He said his name is Ali.

oon sag-e shomaas?

Is that your dog?

Nazaret raajeabe in chi eh?

What do you think about it?

GRAMMAR



The focus of this lesson is how to say Yaxz Lo ol in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 owl name
Word 2 lev  your
Word 3 faa> whatis




7D :
(‘g PersianPod101.com

LESSON NOTES
Top 25 Persian Questions You

Need to Know #2
Where areyou from?

CONTENTS

Persian

English
Romanization
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar

ww W NN

* 2

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



PERSIAN
Cosmn =5 Jal
ol ulSo ol o
ol o
el o

oW iwl o

ENGLISH

Q: Where are you from?
A: I'm American.

A: I'm Iranian.

A: I'm Iraqi.

A: I'm Australian.

ROMANIZATION

ahl-e kojaa hastin?

man aamrikaaiyam.

man iraaniyam.

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s

CONT'D OVER



4. man araaghiyam.

5. man ostoraaliyaaiyam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Jal ahl-e from noun
CAY kojaa where adverb
00 man [, me pronoun
§ Ot hastin are you verb
oxd] e araaghiyam Iraqi adjective
MKU.OT aamrikaaiyam American adjective
oul l iraaniyam, iraani Iranian adjective
W iwl ostoraaliyaaiyam Australian adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

fardaa shab kojaa khaahid raft?

Where are you going tomorrow night?

S ouSs oo

Az man aks nagir.

"Don't take photos of me."

Man ta hala chenin chizi nadidam.

| have never seen such a thing.

pux sz oz I b ge

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say § i xS Jalin Persian.



The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 Jdal  from
Word 2 (xS where

Word 3 fosiaud  are you
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PERSIAN

TouS o S =S Q

piS o S S gien 9i o A
S o S Olgaol g5 (o A3

L 0iS o S dguikogi (o A
oS o S0 Vel 9 (o A s

ENGLISH

Q: Where do you live?
A: I live in New York.
A: I live in Isfahan.

A: I live in Mashhad.
A: I live in Washington.

ROMANIZATION

kojaa zendegi mikonin?

man too niyoyork zendegi mikonam.

man too esfaahaan zendegi mikonam.

CONT'D OVER



4. man too mashhad zendegi mikonam.

5. man too washington zendegi mikonam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
=S kojaa where adverb
TS o u\fx) zendegi mikonin you live verb
00 man [, me pronoun
S9 Tooye, too in preposition
S 9294 niyoyork New York noun
piS o S zendegi mikonam live verb
olgaol Esfahaan, esfaahaan Isfahan proper noun
dguiLo Mashhad Mashhad proper noun
Ogiisd g washington Washington noun
SAMPLE SENTENCES
fend)) adlgs =S wui 15,9 S aSE o

fardaa shab kojaa khaahid raft?

Where are you going tomorrow night?

Az man aks nagir.

"Don't take photos of me."

ek sz oz IB U o
Man ta hala chenin chizi nadidam.

| have never seen such a thing.

.m@.ﬁio._s_g).bb&w)ﬂj
Zire zamin yek raahroye makhfi hast.

Under the ground, there is a hidden
passage.




e | ooui &9'_9 _)_9.»\15)5).0 PR ul.g_w|
esfehaan dar markaz-e keshvar vaghe' shode
ast.

Isfahan is located in the center of the
country.

0 oubde Sy gl ()a09) dgiko

Mashhad dovomin shahr-e bozorg-e mazhabi dar
jahaan ast.

Mashhad is the second largest holy city in
the world.

GRAMMAR
Persian English
Word 1 xS where
Word 2 SouS o S you live
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: What do you do?
A: I'm a teacher.

A: I'm an engineer.
A: I'm a housewife.
A: I'm a student .

ROMANIZATION

shoghl-e shomaa chiyeh?

man moal-lemam.

man mohandesam.

Yarz Lo Jsui

.P&J&OU—O

.p_ﬂ.) d.Jb DY)

ol g=iiils o

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s

CONT'D OVER



4. man khaanedaaram.

5. man daaneshjooam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Jsuv shoghl-e do noun
Lo shomaa you pronoun
Sasz chiyeh what do interrogative
O man [, me pronoun
oleo mo'allem, moal-lem teacher noun
o am I'm phrase
N digo mohandes engineer noun
Jb ails khaanedaar housewife noun
gzl daaneshjoo student noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

shomaa da'vat hastin.

You are invited.

T sloz ok (o195 o

Man khubam, shoma chetorid?

I'm fine, how about you?

Shoma che tarikhi be Iran amadid?

"What date did you come to Iran?"

2S5 oS o

Az man aks nagir.

"Don't take photos of me."

Man ta hala chenin chizi nadidam.

| have never seen such a thing.

NS VVIVE VR V) ol.yu A S9 plxo
moallem rooye takhte siaah minevisad.

The teacher writes on the blackboard.




O] INPEIN PPN ol pl2o K o

Oo moalleme khoobi ast. Man yek moallem am.

He's a good teacher. | am a teacher.

ccawl Ol Gl el Sy Semisils K o

00 yek daaneshjooye pezeshki ast, va aasheqg-e aan ast.

He is a medical student, but he doesn't make a big deal out of it.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Saxz leuv J=uiv in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 Jww  do
Word 2 v you

Word 3 faa> whatdo
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PERSIAN

qu.us w0 AR MJL‘} Lo ZQ A
,cuS W0 CAURO ‘05 .S.u Ao
‘mS Lo Lo 9P iz A3
Lol Lo Cuo wgS A
Lol o cuo alwSaw b g cuwd A s
.Pﬁwwwjbwlai A s
ENGLISH
Q: Do you speak Persian?
A: | speak a little.
A: | speak very well.
A: | speak well.
A: | speak broken.
A: No, | don't speak Persian.

ROMANIZATION

shomaa faarsi sohbat mikonin?

CONT'D OVER



> yek kam sohbat mikonam.

5. kheily khoob sohbat mikonam.

4 khoob sohbat mikonam.

5. dast-o paa shekasteh sohbat mikonam.

5. nha, man faarsi sohbat nemikonam.

VOCABULARY

Persian Romanization English Class
Lo shomaa do you pronoun

w9 Faarsi Persian noun

TS o cuzo sohbat mikonin speak verb
PASY yek kam a little adverb

oS o Cuo sohbat mikonam | speak verb
wg> > kheily khoob very well adverb
we> s khoob well adverb
aiwSu b g wuws  dast-o paa shekasteh broken adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Oo Farsi ra khili zood yad gereft.

He learned Persian so fast.

ROTJUIR ARV TN FE PRWWRI TR

GRAMMAR



The focus of this lesson is how to say § S o cumo w8 Lo in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 v do you
Word 2 wwyls  Persian

Word 3 TS o cuxo  Speak
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PERSIAN

Sodsre )b oyl aidg 2 :Q
olo ay A o
Jlw g0 A3
|J_9Jaj._-_| aiod aw A
oo @iy 292> A s
ENGLISH
Q: How long have you been studying Persian?
A: For 1 month.
A: For two years.
A: For about three weeks or so.
A: For about five months.

ROMANIZATION

chan vaghteh daarin faarsi mikhoonin?

yeh maah.

do saal.

CONT'D OVER



4+ seh hafteh intoraa.

5. hoodood-e panj maah.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
aidg )z chan vaghteh how long interrogative
o> daarin have you verb
o le Faarsi Persian noun
§ % 93U mikhoonin been studying verb
ay yeh. for one noun
obo maah month, moon noun
Jlw 90 do saal two years adverb
about three weeks or
|olai| aiad aw seh hafteh intoraa S0 adverb
hoodood-e panj
obo @iy 292> e about five months adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Oo Farsi ra khili zood yad gereft.

He learned Persian so fast.

Maah dar aasemaan-e shab miderakhshad.

The moon is shining in the night sky.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how 1o say S uigsue w8 Gouls aidg (2 in Persian.



The question is broken down into 4 words:

Persian English
Word 1 aidg »z how long
Word 2 owl>  have you been
Word 3 wwyle  Persian

Word 4 Sowguo  studying
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PERSIAN

Yo.g.é)fﬂ_,_l._uSwa :Q
039 ,5 5l aw oo o Ao
pid )8 1l o s> amwgs Ay gi A3
018,85 5L ol Ll &5 Ay
.pi.é)f.)l._{k._)ljs_gplg.él.l_ A s
ENGLISH
Q: Where did you learn Persian?
A: I learned itin school.
A: | learned it private institute.
A: llearned itin Iran.
A: | learned it with movies and books.

ROMANIZATION

faarsi-yo kojaa yaad gerftin?

too madreseh yaad gerftam.

too yeh madrese-ye khoosoosi yaad gerftam.

CONT'D OVER



4. tooiraan yaad gerftam.

5. baa film-o ketaab yaad gerftam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
_99»)[.6 faarsi-yo Persian (language) noun
CAY kojaa where did interrogative
S oaid S sl yaad gerftin you learn verb
Y in noun
aw ) do madreseh school noun
018,85 >l yaad gerftam learned verb
A go a4y gJ too yeh madrese-ye
a0 A khoosoosi private institute adverb
Ol o too iraan in Iran adverb
with movies and
oS 5 plid L books phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

..)JI.)J wg.) IJ d..MJJ.)..o
madreseh raa doost nadaarad.

He doesn't like school.

29 ) (o AU ydo Ay joid ,O).bl_gy
Khaaharam hanooz beh madrese nemiravad.

My sister doesn’t go to school yet.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say i8S sl =S suuw, o in Persian.



The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 suwyld  Persian
Word 2 xS where

Word 3 S ,S 5L, did you learn
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PERSIAN

Sousx wil ul slas puigi w

owl o jodug> cal,

ol ojoiigs sl al,
ol gsiio Egiio lu> val,
ol oslsl G5 sals

S @IQgT (o) (A

ENGLISH

Q: Can you eat Iranian food?
A: Yes, it's delicious.

A: Yes, it's very delicious.

A: Yes, it's very diversified.
A: Yes, it's terrific.

A: No, | can't.
ROMANIZATION

mitoonin ghazaay-e iraani bekhorin?

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s
A

CONT'D OVER



> baleh, khoshmaz-zas.

5. baleh, kheily khsohmaz-zas.

4. baleh, kheily motenav-vas.

5. baleh, fogh-ol-aadas.

5. Nha,nemitoonam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
OV o mitoonin can you verb
slas ghazaay-e foods noun
0 jouit 9> slu> kheily khsohmaz-zeh very delicious adjective phrase
Eoiio wlu> kheily motenav-v'e very diversified adjective phrase
Khoshmazeh,
0_joii 9> khoshmaz-zeh delicious, tasty adjective
sl iraaniyam, iraani Iranian adjective
SOy bekhorin eat verb
aly bale, baleh yes interjection
ol as it's verb
ol ool (99 fogh-ol-aadeh terrific adjective phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES



.u.ul 0_joul g> UJ.D o S gi:S

keyk-e shokolaati kheily khoshmaz-zas.

Chocolate cake is pretty delicious.

Sooui 0_joul g>
Khoshmazeh shodeh?

Has it become tasty?

.al, .).J}i; cuwl o lS swwd Lilo )§|

Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh.

If you agree, itis enough to say yes.

).S.puul.mu.ol.;l.ou:ab

Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.

Yes, please do contact me.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say )30 il slag uigi o in Persian.

The question is broken down into 4 words:

Persian English
Word 1 OM9i e Canyou
Word 2 sl foods
Word 3 wil |l Iranian
Word 4 Sousx eat
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PERSIAN

Soul cuwgr il ul slae :Q
by cawgs s ol WJBL Logaxo (al, Ao
ol cuwgy Wis s juw an 99 logase caly A s
ol cawgd s salo b gl s juw bogazws sal, A
ol cuwgy s Ol logaso aly A s
ol cowgd iai A s
ENGLISH
Q: Do you like Iranian food?
A: Yes, | especially love Baghali Polo.
A: Yes, | especially love Ghormeh Sabzi (an Iranian herb stew).
A: Yes, | especially love Sabzi Polo ba Mahi (an Iranian dish of rice
and chopped herbs with fish).
A: Yes, | especially love Kebab.
A: No, | don'.

ROMANIZATION

CONT'D OVER



1. ghazaay-e iraani doost daarin?

> baleh, makhsoosan baaghaali polo kheily doost daaram

5. baleh, makhsoosan ghormeh sabzi kheily doost daaram

4. baleh, makhsoosan sabzi polo baa mahi kheily doost daaram

5. baleh, makhsoosan kabaab kheily doost daaram

5. nha,doostnadaaram

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
sl ghazaay-e food noun
sl pl iraaniyam, iraani Iranian adjective
oS kabaab Kebab noun
eol> cuwgs s love | love verb
S do g9 ghormeh sabzi Ghormeh sabzi noun
Sould cawgd doostdaarin do you like verb
al, bale, baleh yes interjection
Lo grazo makhsoosan especially adverb
wblo U gl, 5w sabzipolobaamahi  Sabzi Polo ba Mahi noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



aL)ﬁ_gf.:uw|u.9lSMJJLo)§| )&uul.mu.obto.o,ab
Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh. Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.
If you agree, itis enough to say yes. Yes, please do contact me.
GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Sl cuwgs il ul slas in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 slae  food
Word 2 wil |l Iranian

Word 3 Sould cuwgs  doyou like
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PERSIAN
Soolaz wilul slse
.ol 0 joiugs
ol ool B9
a2 s

Lo g (sla>

ENGLISH

Q: How is the Iranian food?
A: It's delicious.

A: It's terrific.

A: It's too fatty.

A: It's too salty.

ROMANIZATION

ghazaay-e iraani chetoreh?

khoshmaz-zas.

fogh-ol-aadas.

CONT'D OVER



4. kheily charbeh.

5. kheily shooreh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Hslaz Chetori, chetor how adverb
So eh is it verb
sl ghazaay-e food noun
ppv iraaniyam, iraani Iranian adjective
Khoshmazeh,
0_joii 9> khoshmaz-zeh delicious, tasty adjective
ol as it's verb
ool=l (949 fogh-ol-aadeh terrific adjevtive phrase
oz ol kheily charb too fatty adjevtive phrase
o olu> kheily shoor too salty adjevtive phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

osleiwl J,iS jl s 9laz ox ol op

@3S

behem yaad bede chetori az kontorol estefaadeh

konam.

Tell me how to use the remote control.

Y90 o) ol Sl swiwiles s, 9laz
Chetori tavanestid az in rah beravid?

How did you go by this way?

ToMal Olawe p9 0 Suslaz
Chetori beravam meydae Enghelab?

How can | go to Enghelab Square?

-U”I 0 _jouu 9> ol WM SS

keyk-e shokolaati kheily khoshmaz-zas.

Chocolate cake is pretty delicious.




Sooui 0_joul) g>
Khoshmazeh shodeh?

Has it become tasty?

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Yo glaz il ul sl3& in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English

Word 1 oysla> Howis

Word 2 wilul slxe  the Iranian food
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Needto Know #11
How old are you in Persian?
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: How old are you?

A: I'm eighteen years old.
A: I'm twenty-one years old.
A: I'm fifteen years old.

A: I'm forty-three years old.

ROMANIZATION

chan saaletooneh?

hizhdah saalameh.

bist-o yeh saalameh.

?d.i_g.'i.lh» 94

.ao)lw 0J jud

. andlw a9

.ao.“.w 0 gy

canllw aw o Jgz

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s

CONT'D OVER



4. poonzdah saalameh.

5. chehel-o seh saalameh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Jw o= chan saal-e how old interrogative
Saigi tooneh are you phrase
0D jud hizhdah eighteen noun
aodlw saalam-eh I'm phrase
S 9 o bist-o yek twenty-one noun
0 jigs poonzadah fifteen noun
aw 9 Jgz chehel-o seh forty-three noun

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Saigi)lw ¢,z in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English
Word 1 Jlw =z howold
Word 2 faigi areyou




7D :
(‘g PersianPod101.com

LESSON NOTES

Top 25 Persian Questions You
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Whenis your birthday in
Persian?
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PERSIAN

SasS Ugingi Q
.w_gf/r_g.)_g iy Ao
b S g cuww A3
SYg> cuind A .
saw! @iy A 5
ENGLISH
Q: When is your birthday?
A: It's August 22nd.
A: It's March 21st.
A: It's July 8th.
A: It's Esfand (twelfth and last month in the Iranian solar calendar) 5th.

ROMANIZATION

taval-lodetoon keyeh?

bist-o do-e aagost.

bist-o yek-e maarch.

CONT'D OVER



4. hasht-e joolay.

5. panj-e esfand.

VOCABULARY

Persian Romanization English Class

Mo taval-lod-e birthday noun
Saigi tooneh are you phrase
S kay when pronoun

So eh is it verb

99 9 A bist-o do-e twenty-second noun

uuws_ﬁ aagost August noun
b K 9 cunw bist-o yek-e maarch March 21st adverb
SYez ciun hasht-e joolaay July 8th adverb
xaw! @iy panj-e esfand Esfand 5th adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Kay az khab bidar mishavid?

"When do you wake up?"

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say YaiS ygindgi in Persian.

The question is broken down into 4 words:



Persian English
Word 1 Mg birthday
Word 2 U your
Word 3 S when
Word 4 o s
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Do you have any brothers or
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PERSIAN
Yol ool sls>
eol> spls> a4
ol olu bgo
o> slg> as g ol ay
el oy as g sl Ugo

ol ez S go iai

ENGLISH

Q: Do you have any brothers and sisters?
A: | have a sister.

A: | have a two brothers.

A: | have a one brother and one sister.

A: | have a two sisters and one brother.
A: No, I'm an only child.

ROMANIZATION

khaahar baraadar daarin?

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s
A

CONT'D OVER



> yeh khaahar daaram.

3 do taa baraadar daaram.

4. yeh baraadar o yeh khaadar daaram.

5. do taa khaahar o ye baraadar daaram.

5. nha, man tak bach-cham.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
any brothers and
ol algs khaahar baraadar sisters noun phrase
Soulb daarin do you have verb
as g yalg> bgo do taa khaaharoye  two sisters and one
ol baraadar brother noun phrase
L bg> do taa baraadar two brothers noun phrase
ay yeh a noun
sdlg> Khaahar sister noun
el daaram, daaraam | have verb

yeh baraadar o yeh

one brother and one

noun phrase

salgs as g9 oy khaadar

sister

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Az khaahare khod be khoobi moraaghebat kon!

Take good care of your sister.

.‘OJl.) OU~92 l.'is.) -0
Man do ta dourbin daram.

"l have two cameras."

GRAMMAR



The focus of this lesson is how to say Sul> olu Jalg> in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English

Word 1 oL sale>  any brothers and sisters

Word 2 Soul>  doyou have
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How tall are you in Persian?

CONTENTS

Persian
English
Romanization
Vocabulary
Grammar

W wWhNNN

+ 14

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



PERSIAN

Yoxiz Ugiad :Q
sliiung 2o ‘Ao

ol g pio Ay A3

aiy 9 dlied 9 yio a A
W g o ay A s

ENGLISH

Q: How tall are you?

A: One hundred eighty.

A: One meter sixty.

A: One meter seventy five.
A: One meter thirty.

ROMANIZATION

ghad-detoon cheghadeh?

sad-o hashtaad.

yeh metr-o shast.

CONT'D OVER



4. yeh metr-o haftaad-o panj.

5. yeh metr-o si.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
BLYpL ghad-detoon your height phrase
Soxiz cheghadeh how much is interrogative
>l g 2o sad-o hashtaad one hundred eighty phrase
Cuaul g pio ay yeh metr-o shast one meter and sixty phrase
yeh metr-o haftaad-o one meter and
Qi 9 dlisd 9 yio @y panj seventy-five phrase
W g o ay yeh metr-o si one meter and thirty phrase
GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Seadz giad in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian

English

Word 1

Veixd  your height

Word 2

foaxs> how muchis
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CONTENTS

Persian

English
Romanization
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar

PP WWNDNDN

+ 1D

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



PERSIAN
Touls GuingS
el Os-ﬁ-!.T ay aly
ol Sigamolw ay valy
o0l> bSsi ey valy

.p_ﬂ.) y_9)_9.'i_9.o ay 4a,Lg

ool iai

ENGLISH

Q: Do you have a cell phone?
A: Yes, | have an iPhone.

A: Yes, | have a Samsung.

A: Yes, | have a Nokia.

A: Yes, | have a Motorola.

A: No, I don't.

ROMANIZATION

gooshi daarin?

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s
A

CONT'D OVER



> baleh, yeh aayfon daaram.

5. baleh, yeh saamsong daaram.

4. baleh, yeh nokiyaa daaram

5. baleh, yeh motorolaa daaram.

5. Nha,nadaaram.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
oS gooshi cell phone noun
Sould daarin do you have verb
al, bale, baleh yes interjection

ay yeh an noun
0_9_6._;_T aayfon iPhone noun
el daaram, daaraam | have verb

S ganko b saamsong Samsung noun
LS o nokiyaa Nokia noun
Yg,9i90 motorolaa Motorola noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

aLAﬁ&w'&KWJ:Loﬁ' )AiauuLmu.oLLo.o.o.L

Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh. Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.

If you agree, itis enough to say yes. Yes, please do contact me.




Man do ta dourbin daram.

"l have two cameras."

eol> 0090 b 9> oo

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Sy, l> wuivsS in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English
Word 1 wigS  cell phone
Word 2 Sowul>  doyou have
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: How are you?
A: I'm fine.

A: I'm good.

A: I'm great.

A: I'm so-so.

ROMANIZATION

chetorin?

khoobam.

khoobam.

Youskz
Tk g
Tk g
odle

CONT'D OVER



4. aaliyam.

5. bad nistam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
e aali great adjective
Gk Dy bad nistam S0-S0 phrase
Hslaz Chetori, chetor how adverb
Yo in are you verb
g khoob fine adjective
.0 am I'm verb
g Khoob good adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

osleiwl J,iS jl s 9laz ox ol o a9 0 ol ol il wiwilgs s 9la>

P*S Chetori tavanestid az in rah beravid?

behem yaad bede chetori az kontorol estefaadeh
konam.

How did you go by this way?

Tell me how to use the remote control.

Chetori beravam meydae Enghelab? Oo moalleme khoobi ast.
How can | go to Enghelab Square? He's a good teacher.

GRAMMAR



The focus of this lesson is how to say S, glaz in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English

Word 1 yslaz  how

Word 2 fo¢  areyou
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PERSIAN

?o).L? cas bw Q
a2 jlg> Ao

.aSy A 3

‘A 9 9d A
ARG Ay O Ay A s

ENGLISH

Q: What time is it?
A: It's 12 o'clock.

A: It's one.

A: It's two fifteen.
A: It's four forty-five.

ROMANIZATION

saa'at chandeh?

davaazdaheh.

yekeh.

CONT'D OVER



4 do-o rob-beh.

5. yeh rob be panjeh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
<) 99 do-o rob two fifteen phrase
T s Oy ay yeh rob beh pan] four forty-five phrase
xiz easlw saa'at chand what time interrogative
o eh itis verb
03jlg> davazdah 12 o'clock phrase
S yek one (1) numeral

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Yek bare digar bayad in film ro bebinam.

"l have to see this film one more time."

e | alid oul b LS JL K

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Seaiz caclw in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian

English

Word 1

xz easlw

what time




Word 2 o itis
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CONTENTS

Persian
English
Romanization
Vocabulary
Grammar

W wWhNNN

+18

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q:

TS o U 2

038 oSS )l

oS oo bivles 091l 1>

What are you doing?

I'm thinking.

I'm cooking.

I'm watching TV.

I'm reading a book.

ROMANIZATION

chi kaar daarin mikonin?

daarm fekr mikonam.

daaram aashpazi mikonam.

.‘OJ_9.7 w0 uL&S ‘OJIQ

CONT'D OVER



4. daaram telviziyon tamaashaa mikonam.

5. daaram ketaab mikhoonam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
L8 = chi kaar what interrogitive
SosSao old daarin mikonin are you doing verb
el daaram I'm verb
oS o S fekr mikonam thinking verb
oiS o ,_SMT aashpazi mikonam cooking verb
wo bivles 0o jusls telviziyon
. piS tamaashaa mikonam watching TV verb
09> o wliS ketaab mikhonam reading a book verb
GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say §uiSse oulb 8 = in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English
Word 1 L8 2 what
Word 2 SouiSan ouyl> are you doing
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: What's wrong?
A: I'm tired.

A: I'm mad.

A: I'm worried.

A: I'm sleepy.

ROMANIZATION

chi shodeh?

khstam.

asabaaniyam.

il S

.,o)_ng u|_9.>

CONT'D OVER



4 negaraanam.

5. khaabaaloodam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Yoo shode is wrong verb
alws khasteh tired adjective
.ol am I'm verb
wiluac asbaani mad adjective
oS negaraan worried adjective
>3JT wlgs khaabaalood sleepy adjective
wZ chi what pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

65,97 o w7 b

Zohr chi mikhori?

"What did you eat at noon?"

ool Ylug> yiviny =z
Az chi bishtar khoshetan amad?

"What was your favorite ?"

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Soxui sz in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian

English




Word 1 «> Wwhat

Word 2 Soais IS wrong
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PERSIAN

Souslaz vlg sle» Q
auLST A o
"‘:’J-’-l A3
.d.o)f Ay
L0 A s
ENGLISH
Q: What's the weather like in Tehran?
A: It's sunny.
A: It's cloudy.
A: It's hot.
A: It's cold.

ROMANIZATION

havaa-ye tehraan chetoreh?

aaftaabiyeh.

abriyeh,

CONT'D OVER



4.

garmeh.

5 sarde.
VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
slod havaa-ye weather noun
olre Tehraan Tehran proper noun
STy sard cold adjective
sl abri cloudy adjective
Soglaz chetoreh? what's it like interrogative
ool aaftaabi sunny adjective
.0 eh is verb
0,5 garm hot adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

el Olg Oliwl g Ol gl el ol e
tehraan paaytakht-e iraan va ostaan-e tehraan
ast.

Tehran is the capital of Iran and Tehran
Province.

A&S'O)fl_).)_g_? .)Jbu'bll.'-')_).w J jo0
mard-e sard talaash daarad khod raa garm
konad.

The cold man is struggling to stay warm.

Dguino S_ul 251 Og
biroon daarad abrii mishavad.

It's getting cloudy outside.

kg-ug-” a WLISTJBJJ.) '_A.Ld Y

‘P90
man aghlab dar rooz-e aaftaabi be piknik

miravam.

| often go on a picnic on a sunny day.




ol ox-gb{_ khorshid sahraa raa garm mikonad.

aabo havaaye emrooz aaftaabi hamraah baa abr-

haaye paraakandeh ast. The sun is heating the hot desert.

Today's weather is sunny with occasional
clouds.

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Yo, slaz Ul e sls2 in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 slsx  weather
Word 2 ulbei Tehran

Word 3 Soyslaz  what'sitlike
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PERSIAN

S Osind aiw S
.aw)f pS .5.. 44.1.:_

.a.o.i.w)f u\l.o 4d.l.g

.d..o.i.uu)S 0))9> ay mJ.g

.p_).g.o._,\.o._,iuu)fﬂ,o)b:al.g

=
+ UL d..i.uu)S (aJ

ENGLISH

Q: Are you hungry?

A: Yes, I'm a little hungry.
A: Yes, I'm so hungry.

A: I'm a bit hungry.

A: Yes, I'm starving.

A: No, I'm not.

ROMANIZATION

gorosneh hastin?

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s
A

CONT'D OVER



> baleh, yek kam gorosonameh.

5. baleh, kheily gorosnameh.

4. baleh, yeh khordeh gorosnameh.

5. baleh, daaram az gorosnegi mimiram.

5. ha, gorosnameh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
aiw S gorosneh hungry adjective
§ Ot hastin are you verb
al, bale, baleh yes interjection
.am)f gorosnameh I'm a little hungry. sentence
caniaw S Gl kheily gorosnameh so hungry phrase
wSiw S Sl pyls daaram az
.00 50 gorosnegi mimiram. starving phrase
P yeh khordeh
el S 03,9 ay gorosnameh. a bit hungry phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

M|y'qu@Maw)fud§3 Jl.}'x_a_).)ai.w)f.)).o.w|¢m)§uj

S Joxi | g5 33,8 o 136 Jlis
vaqti gorosne hasti hich kas nemitavaanad to raa zan gorosne ast. mard-e gorosne dar yakhchal
tahamol konad. donbaal gazaa migardad.

Nobody can stand you when you are The woman is hungry. The hungry man is

hungry! looking for food in the refrigerator.




aL)ﬁ_gf.:uw|u.9lSMJJLo)§| )JiluULOJL)-OIJLwld.L
Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh. Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.
If you agree, itis enough to say yes. Yes, please do contact me.
GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say §¢jsiuud aiw S in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:

Persian English

Word 1 aiw S hungry

Word 2 Sosiun  are you?
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: What's this?

A: It's a camera.
A: It's a book.

A: It's a watch.

A: It's a computer.

ROMANIZATION

in chiyeh?

doorbineh.

ketaabeh.

Saxz ol

LA )gd

S

. ais bw

.0 piguolS

CONT'D OVER



4 saa'ateh.

5. kaampiyootereh.

VOCABULARY

Persian Romanization English Class
ol in this pronoun
“Z chi what pronoun

JiguolS Kaampyuter computer noun

oS ketaab book noun

So eh is verb

O+99 doorbin camera noun

.0 eh it's verb

casbw saa'at watch noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

maadar bozorgam ino behem daad. Az in taraf baayad raft.
My grandmother gave me this. "We have to go this way."
TS o 7 b ool pluvgs w2 Jl
Zohr chi mikhori? Az chi bishtar khoshetan amad?
"What did you eat at noon?" "What was your favorite ?"




olis Uas slgolin o,lgad iy yiguslS cowl ojel lis OLS ol

. dduo in ketaab kheily ba maz-zas.

kampiooter-e man hamvaareh peyghaamhaaye

khataa neshaan midahad. This book is pretty funny.

My computer is displaying error messages
all the time.

ARVEVEC IO gl P Ve
chand ta ketaab kharidid?

How many books did you buy?

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Saxz ¢l in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian English
Word 1 ol this
Word 2 w2 Wwhat

Word 3 So is
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: Whose is this?
A: It's mine.

A: It's Afshin's.

A: It's my father's.
A: It's mom's.

ROMANIZATION

in baraay-e kiyeh?

baraay-e man-e.

baraay-e afshin-eh.

-UV.) 6'_).1

.d..o_).){. .5'_).1

.d..il.oLo JIJJ

CONT'D OVER



4. baraay-e pedaram-eh.

5. baraay-e maamaan-eh.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
cainid| sl baraay-e afshin yours pronoun
.ao 2y Sl baraay-e pedaram my father's pronoun
aible sl baraay-e maamaan ours pronoun
ol in this pronoun
S sl baraay-e ki whose interrogative
So eh is verb
.0 eh it's verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ol pg sl @550k

maadar bozorgam ino behem daad.

My grandmother gave me this.

Az in taraf baayad raft.

"We have to go this way."

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say SaiS sl ¢l in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:

Persian

English




Word 1 ol this

Word 2 oS sl whose

Word 3 So s
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PERSIAN

Solbe ous) Q

.0i9, ylgo aly Ao

019 b ay valy A3

. ei9 ) a,99 o5 aly Ay

8 Jw,b gl saly A s

ENGLISH

Q: Have you been to Tehran?
A: Yes, I've been twice.

A: Yes, I've been once.

A: Yes, | was there in February.
A: Yes, | was there last summer.

ROMANIZATION

rafin tehraan?

baleh, do baar raftam.

baleh, yeh baar raftam.

CONT'D OVER



4. baleh, too fevriyeh raftam.

5. baleh, taabestoon-e paarsaal raftam.

VOCABULARY
Persian Romanization English Class
Jbgo do baar twice adverb
. oi9 raftam have been verb
b« yeh baar once adverb
as 99 oj too fevriyeh in February adverb
taabestoon-e
Jlw,b vgimnl paarsaal last summer adverb
O raftin have you been verb
Sulre tehraan Tehran noun
aly bale, baleh yes interjection

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ablﬁsi;w|@.9[5MJJLo)§| ).ni:uul.uu.obl.n.om.b
Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh. Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.
If you agree, itis enough to say yes. Yes, please do contact me.
GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Syl g (xi9, in Persian.

The question is broken down into 2 words:



Persian English

Word 1 o489, have you been

Word 2 Sulbgi Tehran
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

Q: How much is this?

A: 500 Tomans.

A: One thousand Tomans.
A: One million Tomans.
A: Five billion Tomans.

ROMANIZATION

in chandeh?

poonsad toman.

hezaar toman.

Yo.).i.? u.:|

L0095 b

L0095 Ugslo ay

oo Llle oy

Q
Ao
A3
A
A s

CONT'D OVER



4. yeh melyoon toman.

5. panj milyaard toman.

VOCABULARY

Persian Romanization English Class
Qg poonsad five hundred phrase

YL Y toman Toman noun

one thousand
oo hezaar toman Tomans phrase
009 Ugdo as yeh milyoontoman  one million Tomans phrase
oos o ai panj milyaard toman five billion phrase
ol in this pronoun
2z chand how much interrogative
Yo eh is verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

maadar bozorgam ino behem daad. Az in taraf baayad raft.
My grandmother gave me this. "We have to go this way."

GRAMMAR

The focus of this lesson is how to say Yeaiz ¢l in Persian.

The question is broken down into 3 words:



Persian English

Word 1 ol this

Word 2 2z how much

Word 3 So is
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PERSIAN
cpoip0 o 4N
piaad $x0>| o100 o oM 2
@IS g g> 3

. 0id guu 9> Qgiglm;T)lA

ENGLISH
1. HiI'm Maryam
> Hello, I'm Maryam Ahmadi.
5. I'mpleased.

4. I'mpleased to meet you.

ROMANIZATION

1. salaam, man maryamam.
> Salam, man maryam-e ahmadi hastam.
5. khoshvaghtam.

4. az ashnaaitoon khoshvaghtam.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
(04 )0 maryam Maryam given name
o am am verb
©w salaam hello interjection
Saro>| ahmadi Ahmadi family name
FETIIL Y hastam am verb
a9 gl 9> khoshvaght pleased adjective
o am I'm phrase
quLAi;TJ'I az ashnaai to meet phrase
09 toon you pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

. e9gxug> Ol i

Az didanetan khoshvaghtam.

)Jumpy.wooastz_\}mgl

Oo hich vaght be man salaam nemikonad.

He never says hello to me. I'm pleased to see you.

Man yek moallem am.
| am a teacher.
GRAMMAR
In this lesson you will learn how to introduce yourself.
Important
Register Persian English Notes

O s Maw

Phrase 1 informal .pos_ o Hil'm Maryam

Word 1 eMw  Hi




Word 2

O

Word 3 oo Maryam
Thisis a
speaking form
of the verb "to
be,"
boodan yog
for the first

Word 4 e am p.erson
singular.
Instead of
hastam, which
is sounds
slightly formal,
we can use am.

oo eMw Hello,I'm
Phrase 2 formal Saazlaesa Maryan.I
.cinud Ahmadi.

Word 1 eMw Hello

Word 2 oo |

Word 3 oo Maryam

Word 4 sxo>l  Ahmadi

Word 5 ol am

Phrase 3 informal .pi99aug> I'm pleased.

Word 1 wdgivg> Pleased

Word 2 e I'm

Ugixiliuul ;1 I'm pleased to

Phrase 4 formal .pi99au9> Mmeetyou.

Word 1 wilwl 51 to meet

Word 2 Ve Yyou




Word 3 wdging> Pleased

Word 4 e I'm

CULTURAL INSIGHT

When you introduce yourself, it's a good habit to shake hands in Iranian culture. But keep in
mind that there are some people who avoid doing so with the opposite gender for religious
reasons.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. Hi.

> Good day.

5. Seeyou.

4. Goodbye.

ROMANIZATION

1 salaam

> rooz bekheir

3 mibinamet

4+ khodaa haafez

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
M salaam Hi interjection
9 rooz day noun
geLy bekheir good adjective

o et you pronoun
FATeTes mibinam see verb
Lalslas khodaa haafez good bye interjection

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Baayad az oo khodaa haafezi koni.

"You must say good bye to her."

oS aslslas ol 5l ab

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to greet someone when you arrive and when you part.

Register Persian English
Phrase 1 informal eMw Hi.
Word 1 eMlw  Hi
Phrase 2 formal »u joy Good day.
Word 1 Jsy day
Word 2 sy good
Phrase 3 informal caoiaso  See you.
Word 1 odiauo  SEe
Word 2 o you




Phrase 4 formal lbsl>lhs Goodbye.

Word 1 ks>l goodbye

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In the morning, people will greet each other with salaam, sobh bekheir iz o pdow ("Hello,
good morning!") and at the end of a work day you usually hear people say khasteh nabashi
wiwlu aws. It literally means "don't be tired" but it's just a way of showing gratitude for the
hard work someone has done.
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PERSIAN
. pigioo |
. pigioo > 2
 eiSae S ailogoss 3

A2 d..o.ibﬁ'_).q Ugioo 4

ENGLISH

1. Thankyou.
o, Thank you very much.
3. Thankyou, kindly.

4. Thanks for everything.

ROMANIZATION

1 mamnoonam
> kheili mamnoonam.
5 Samimaneh tashak-kor mikonam.

4. mamnoon baraay-e hameh chiz.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

Ugioo mamnoon thankful adjective
o am am verb
phrase / adverb /
ol Kheili very much adjective
M7 aod hameh chiz everything phrase
0iSao S tashak-kor mikoanm thank you phrase
ailououo Samimaneh kindly adverb
Slu baraaye, baraay-e for preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Rangin kaman kheili zibast. | L4095
. . . Emrooz baraa-ye tanawvvoe dar restooraan
The rainbow is very beautiful. shaam khordim.

For a treat, we had dinner in a restaurant
today.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to thank other people in various ways.

Register Persian English
Phrase 1 formal .0igioo Thank you.
Word 1 Ugioo thankful
Word 2 © am
Thank you very

Phrase 2 formal .oigioo Jaz  much.




Word 1 wli>  very much
Word 2 Ugioo thankful
Word 3 e am
S ailososo

Phrase 3 formal .0+520 Thank you, kindly.
Word 1 ailosos  kindly
Word 2 0iSeo ySuiws  thank you

aod Sl Ugioco Thanks for
Phrase 4 informal > everything.
Word 1 Ugioo thanks
Word 2 shu  for
Word 3 j+z aod  everything

CULTURAL INSIGHT

There's another common word for informal settings which comes from the French "Merci." It's

mersi saw yo.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. How are you?

> How are you?

5. I'mfine. Thanks

4. Notso well.

ROMANIZATION

1 chetori?

> haaletoon chetoreh?

3 mersi.

4 kheili khoob nistam.

VOCABULARY

?6)_9J0-?.1
YOJBJO.? L)_9JJL7 2

S0 L9 3

i 9P (sl 4



Persian Romanization English Class
Hslaz Chetori, chetor how adverb
S i are you verb
usil> haaletoon lit. your health phrase
o eh is verb
ST khoob fine adjective

o am I'm phrase
W 0 mersi Thanks interjection
wlaz kheili o) adjective
oL nistam not verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

VLY Chetori tavanestid az in rah beravid?

behem yaad bede chetori az kontorol estefaadeh
konam.

How did you go by this way?

Tell me how to use the remote control.

TNl Olowe po i suslaz
Chetori beravam meydae Enghelab?

How can | go to Enghelab Square?

el plro S o

Man yek moallem am.

| am a teacher.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question How are you?.

Important

Register Persian English Notes

Phrase 1 informal €s,9la> Howare you?




Word 1 )slaz  How
Thisis a
speaking form
of the verb "to
be,“
boodan yog
for the second

Word 2 S areyou p.erson
singular.
Instead of
hasti, which is
sounds slightly
formal, we can
use i.

Phrase 2 formal vugidl> Howare you?

‘o 9lo>

Word 1 vsidl>  lit. your health

Word 2 )slaz  How

Word 3 o IS

I'm fine.

Phrase 3 informal .o .os9>  Thanks

Word 1 wg> fine

Word 2 e I'm

Word 3 ww o  Thanks

g la>

Phrase 4 formal .oiauni  Not so well.

Word 1 > so

Word 2 we>  well

Word 3 oius  Not

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Like in English, in Persian, you can ask how your friend is by asking salam, khoobi? cheh
khabar? § 5 az S ug> M . This means "Hey, you Ok?" or "what's up?" And in response,
you can say salam, khabar-e khas-si nist cuws wol> u> (pdaw. Meaning "Hey, nothing
special!" Or you might hear someone say salaamati, khabar-e khas-si nist swol> 5 .« siodw
e Which literally means "health, nothing special”. Salaamati means "health". So the
speaker means they are fine and healthy!
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1 Excuse me.

> Pardon

5. ldidn'tmeanit.

4. I'msorry.

ROMANIZATION

1 bebakhshid

> 0zr mikhaam

3 manzoori nadaashtam

4 mote'as-sefam

VOCABULARY

.Dlg.Zuo A J.').9.2

,o.b.wl.I.oA



Persian Romanization English Class

i bebakhshid Excuse verb
elogxus ac ozr mikhaam Pardon noun
S_slaio manzoofi any intention noun
PRRIIRY nadaashtam | didn't have verb
auw lio mote'as-sef sorry phrase, adjective
o am I'm phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ol olso K o

Man yek moallem am.

| am a teacher.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to apologise yourself and say that you didn't do it on purpose
Or you are sorry.

Important
Register Persian English Notes

In a word-by-
word
translation, itis
"man-o
(spoken form
of "man raa")
Phrase 1 informal Jsinsas  EXcuse me. (which means
me in English)
bebakhshid"
but you can
omititin
speakig.




Word 1 i  Excuse

Phrase 2 formal plouo 3¢ Pardon

Word 1 els=uo ;3¢ Pardon

Phrase 3 .eiavly ldidn't meanit.
Here by
manzoor glais
("intention")
you imply

Word 1 Suslais  any intention manzoor-e
bad ).{JSJ'O.LO
("bad
intention").
Adding the
letter ¢
negates the

Word 2 eiwly  ldidn'thave infintive verb
daashtan ("to
have").

Phrase 4 c2wlio I'msorry.

Word 1 cawlio  sorry

Word 2 e I'm

CULTURAL INSIGHT

There's no single phrase in Persian that equates to "I'm sorry." Depending on the setting or
level of formality, when you feel sorry and ashamed you can say bebakhshid sssusy Or
sharmandam el oxio 4 (2 Spoken form of sharmandeh am el oio u) Which literally means

"I'm ashamed."
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1 No, thanks.

> No, thank you.

5. Sorry, that day we're invited somewhere.

4. Sorry, | have a final the day after.

ROMANIZATION

1 na, mersi

> na, mamnoonam.

3. sharmandeh, oon taarikh jaai da'vatim.

4. sharmandeh, fardaash yeh faaynaal daaram.

VOCABULARY

.M_).o -
‘OJ_SJ.M ad 2
. O gED wL? GJJ[J u_gl 40).uo).w .3

.,oJ|.) Jwl o u.ul.))_‘) 0o i 4



Persian Romanization English Class
aj na no adverb
W 0 mersi Thanks interjection
U gioo mamnoon thankful adjective
o am I'm phrase
0o iy sharmandeh sorry adjective
sl oon that preposition
&b taarikh date noun
phrase (noun +
ez jaai somewhere indefinite article)
FN da'vatim we're invited verb phrase
Jwlo 9 fardaash the day after phrase
ay yeh a noun
Jle faaynaal final noun
el daaram have verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Man yek moallem am.

| am a teacher.

ol plso o opo

|J L')Lo.?l_g))l J_g)JL.u axidiod oY)

.piS o Jugol 9

man hamishe saalrooz-e ezdevaajemaan raa

faraamoosh mikonam.

| always forget my anniversary date.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to refuse politely an invite.

Register

Persian

English

Important
Notes




Phrase 1 informal .www o «ai  No, thanks.
Word 1 a4 NO
"mersi" sw o
isa common
expression for
Word 2 oo thanks thanking
someone
informally.
Phrase 2 formal .0igioo tai No, thank you.
Word 1 a4 NO
Word 2 Ugioo thankful
Word 3 e I'm
Sorry, that
ugl oo s day we're
Phrase 3 informal wul> &, invited
©xigLd somewhere.
Word 1 oo  SOITY
Word 2 usgl that
Word 3 &l date
Word 4 w> somewhere




Word 5

paisS >

we're invited

spoken
colloquial form
of da'vat
shodim wge>
oo (from
da'vat shodan
BRVHRGTYS R (o]
be invited")
which is the
passive voice
of "da'vat
kardan" ("to
invite").

Phrase 4

o.)ul.a).ul
a guwls,9
o Jluls

informal

Sorry, | have a
final the day
after.

In Iran
educuation is
highly valued
and students
are mostly
busy with
school, exams,
cram schools.

Word 1

o).i..o),\fb

sorry

Word 2

the day after

Word 3

a

Word 4

Jlle

final

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Refusing an invitation is not an easy thing in Iran. Even when you try your hardest to not hurt
the inviter's feelings, they might get upset. And sometimes, you even have to come up with

white lies!
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. Can you speak English?

>, Do you speak English?

3 Yes,lcan.

4 No, lcan'.

ROMANIZATION

1. mitoonin ingilisi sohbat konin?

> mitooni ingilisi sohbat koni?

3 baleh, mitoonam.

4 na, nemitoonam.

VOCABULARY

TS cumo calSl Gugive 2
.‘oJ_gJ w0 44.1-!_.3

.‘OJ_9J woJ (AJ 4



Persian Romanization English Class
Ob 9iao mitoonin Can you (polite) verb
e ie] Inglisi English noun

oS cusue sohbat konin speak verb
N giuo mitooni Can you verb
al, bale, baleh yes interjection
0995 (o mitoonam | can verb
ai na no adverb
0995 (o nemitoonam | can't verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

.,o))S pb‘ A u\.uu.Kﬂ u»)lS gi_:__))

Dar yek kelaas Inglisi sabte naam kardam.

"I registered for an English class."

.aly .).ﬁ_9_<.: cuwl oS s Lilo )§|
Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh.

If you agree, itis enough to say yes.

Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.

Yes, please do contact me.

555 owlai o b Lai> val,

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question Do you speak English?.

Important
Register Persian English Notes
Usigise Canyou
Phrase 1 formal ISl speak

oS casuo English?




The infinitive
form is
tavaanestan ylgi

Word 1 o Can you Oiw. Mitoonin
I (polite) is the spoken

form of
mitavaanid.

Word 2 Sl English
The infinitive
form is sohbat

Word 3 oS cumo  speak kardan cu=o
L').)).S.

S\ 9iro
. oSl Do you speak

Phrase 2 informal € iS canmeo  English?

Word 1 wigizo  Ganyou

Word 2 il English

Word 3 wiS cuxeo  speak

Phrase 3 095 o «als  Yes,lcan.

Word 1 aL Yes

Word 2 o9l o lcan

Phrase 4 .039i s i NoO,lcan't.

Word 1 4 No

Word 2 oigi wos I can't

CULTURAL INSIGHT



English is taught as a second language at school in Iran and many parents put their kids in
after-school language institutes. Many university students learn English to study abroad. So |
can safely say that the young generation has a good command of English.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. How old are you? (informal)

2. How old are you? (formal)

5. lam17.

4. Youdon'task a woman's age.

ROMANIZATION

1 chand saaleteh?

> chand saaletooneh?

3 hifdah saalameh.

4. sen-ne khaanoomaa-ro nemiporsan.

VOCABULARY

Saidlw 2z
?d.i_g.'i.lh» A 2

.ao)lw o ud 3

c O o) 9 ) Lo_9.JL> QW 4



Persian Romanization English Class

How old are you? interrogative
Sadlw 2z chand saaleteh? (informal) question
How old are you? interrogative
Saigidlw 2z chand saaletooneh? (polite) question
.an)lw oxaud hifdah saalameh. lam 17. sentence
O sen age noun
loi > khaanooma women noun
9 ro object marker object marker
W a0l nemiporsan they don't ask verb

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask someone's age and to say yours.

Important
Register Persian English Notes

This structure
has no written

equivalent.
How old are The closest
Phrase 1 informal Caidlw iz written form is
you?
chand saal
daarid?, xiz
How old are
Word 1 Saddlw 2z you?
How old are
Phrase 2 formal Caigidlaw 2iz  you?
How old are
Word 1 Saigillw iz you?

Phrase 3 .aolliw coa.» lam17.




Word 1

.an)lw o2aud

lam17.

Hifdah, oxs.,
is the informal
spoken form of
hefdah, oids.
You only hear
a news anchor
say hefdah. It's
formal.

Phrase 4

Lo LY > O

W paros 9 )

You don't ask
awoman's
age.

We usually
don'treply
using such
direct answers.
Women
usually take it
easy and
might say "I'm
18," hizhdah
saalameh, > ju»
aa)lw o
(informal form
of hejdah,
oxxD, Or
hezhdah, o, ).

Word 1

age

Word 2

women

The spoken
form of
khaanoom-
haa, [» peil5.

Word 3

S)

object marker

Word 4

they don't ask

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Like in many other cultures, it's better to avoid asking an Iranian woman's age.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1 I'm American.

o I'mhungry.

3. We are cold.

4. You're pretty.

ROMANIZATION

1 aamrikaai-yam

> gorosnameh.

3 maa sardemooneh.

4. 1o khoshgeli.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

p.ulSu J.OT aamrikaaiyam American adjective
o am I'm phrase

aw)f gorosnameh. I'm hungry. sentence

Lo maa we pronoun

.4 g0 jan sardemooneh are cold expression
9 to You pronoun

S e khoshgel pretty adjective
S i are verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

el plro S o

Man yek moallem am.

| am a teacher.

Ma sale gozashte raftim oroupa.

"We went to Europe last year."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to use adjectives in simple sentences.

Persian English Important Notes
In Persian by
adding s to the
name of the country
Phrase 1 xS, ol I'm American. you can make the

"nationality”
adjective of that
country.

Word 1 uv'&; J.oT

American




You need to link

the s (ye)
JJ[S§)°T and the

Word 2 , . .
e I'm following ain am.
That's you have the
ye sound;
This sentence is
Phrase 2 aoiws S  I'm hungry. only colloquial.
Word 1 .aoim S I'm hungry.
This sentence is
Phrase 3 .aigod w Lo We are cold. only colloquial.
Word 1 L we
This sentence is
Word 2 .aigodw  are cold only colloquial.
Used as a
complement only
for girls! For boys
= , you can use khosh
Phrase 4 Siug> gi  You're pretty.
= 9° prefty ghiyaafeh ive>
a9 which means
"good-looking."
Word 1 ¢ You
Word 2 JSig>  pretty
Word 3 S are

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Be careful with negative adjectives like 9lz (chaagh) meaning "fat", «uu j (zesht) meaning

"ugly" and J=S (kachal) meaning "bald". Try not to use them at all!
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1+ How much is this?

> Whatis the price of this?

3. OK, Il take it.

4. No, thanks. It's too expensive.

ROMANIZATION

1 inchandeh?

> gheymat-e in cheghadr-e?

5. Okey, bar midaaramesh.

4. na, mamnoon. kheily gerooneh.

VOCABULARY

Yo.).i.? u.:' A
?o_)).ﬁ_? UJI Caoud 2

.()ALO'.' JI).LDJJ 4;_5\5'.3

caig S ar L Osian a4



Persian Romanization English Class
ol in this pronoun
2z chand how much interrogative

o eh is verb
U esh it pronoun
Caoad gheymat price noun
S| okey ok interjection
el barmidaaram I'll take sentence
a59)§ gerooneh expensive adjective
aj na no adverb
U gioo mamnoon thanks adjective
N kheili too adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

e, b G ol
Az in taraf baayad raft.

Dl p.g.ugul pf))'.:_).)Lo
maadar bozorgam ino behem daad.

"My grandmother gave me this." "We have to go by this way."

caig,S ol lxisl GwbLT

Ananas inja khili gerooneh.

¢o.)un.? 3.|JL L}J' u.o.:..9
Gheymate in palto chandeh?

"What is the price of this overcoat?" "Pineapple is very expensive here."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask how much something costs.

Important
Register Persian English Notes




How much is

Phrase 1 informal Soxiz oul  this?

Word 1 ol this

Word 2 xz how much
Thisis a
speaking form
of the verb "to
be,""
boodan y>g
for the third

Word 3 o IS p.erson
singular.
Instead of hast,
which is
sounds slightly
formal, we can
use eh.

o2l eaoxd  Whatis the

Phrase 2 formal o 22> price of this?

Word 1 cord  price

Word 2 ol this

Word 3 yxaz  how much

Word 4 o is

eS|

Phrase 3 .guoyle  OK,I'll take it.
""OK™ is one of
the frequntly-

Word 1 LSl ok used words in
our daily

conversations.




Word 2

olaro

I'l take

Like
separatable
phrasal verbs
in English, the
object pronoun
of the verb
""bardaashtan”
" ol u can
come after
""bar"™ or after
""daashtan™;
"bar
midaaramesh"
" uwesluo i or
"baresh
midaram
eolare . As
you see we
don'tuse (o
""man™ (l)
when it's
obvious who's
speaking.

Word 3

Phrase 4

J9io-0 (I

.a.is)f;_;\lgb

No, thanks.

It's too

expensive.

Word 1

no

Word 2

U9ioo

thanks

Word 3

wlus

too




Spoken form of
geraan yl,S3.
Often the aa
(written form)
sound
changes into
o0 (informal
spoken form).
Formal spoken
forms are
heard in the
media like TV
or radio.

Word 4 - .
U9S  expensive

CULTURAL INSIGHT

When negotiating prices, we usually don't directly say that something is too expensive. Most
Iranians just don't give up asking for a better price! In Iran, in most shops you can bargain and
ask for a discount. | hope you can master your Persian to be able to do so!
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PERSIAN
oosi lid
Ugalao 002
o9 Maigy 5 )b s

olxiy 9 cumgd 9 )b waad 4

ENGLISH

1 One thousand toman.
> Ten million.
3 Fifteen hundred toman.

4. Seven thousand, two hundred (and) fifty.

ROMANIZATION

1 hezaartoman.
> dah milyoon.
5. hezaar-o poonsad toman.

4. Haft hezaar-o divist-o panjaah

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
ol=iy panjaah fifty numeral
Ol hezaar thousand number
L0 toman Toman noun

o) dah ten numeral
g divist two hundred numeral
O9lio milyoon million number
Qi gy poonsad five hundred phrase

Ol caan haft hezaar seven thousand numeral

9 o/va and conjunction

SAMPLE SENTENCES

bulgs caclw oo jl iy ol
00 bishtar az dah saat khabid!

He slept for more than ten hours!

A DS Cunug)d L)Ln.laLn.? A <))

b
derakhte sibe hayateman devist adad sib dad.

The apple tree in our yard bore two
hundred apples.

lotfan ketaab va daftarat raa bardaar.

Please pick up your book and notebook.

JI))JIJU)&.)S&_JLLSLQJQJ

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to read prices.

Persian English Important Notes
One thousand In informal spoken
Phrase 1 u-9s yl;»  toman. we drop "one".




Word 1 Ll thousand
aaintomaan
(written form) ¢logs
changesinto a,
Word 2 yogi loman
ey toman (informal
spoken form) (yogs.
In informal
conversations you
Phrase 2 vgsio o>  Ten million. can always drop
toman.
Word 1 o> ten
Word 2 Ugslio  million
xoigws g yl»  Fifteen hundred
Phrase 3 Ue9ws toman.
Word 1 Ll thousand
poonsad xaigs IS
the informal spoken
form of paansad
Word 2 xaigy  five hundred xail,. You see the
transformation of aa
to oo sound.
Word 3 Toman
Unless in counting
in English that you
insertand and
i cas Seven thousand, bewteen every
Phrase 4 905 two hundred (and)  three digits, in
ol..?ui._-_ 9 CAMMI 9) . .

' fifty. Persian you see
the ¢ between
every two digits.

Word 1 Ul can seven thousand
Formal reading is
Word 2 cuamgd  two hundred devist.




Word 3 9 and

Word 4 ol=xi, fifty

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Iran the official unit of currency is Rial. But people use Toman in their daily unofficial
transactions. One Toman equals 10 Rials. But be careful when writing a cheque to use Rial!
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. What are you doing?

> What are you doing?

5. lam studying.

4. I'mnotdoing anything special.

ROMANIZATION

1 daari chi kaar mikoni?

> daarin chi kaari mikonin?

3 daaram dars mikhoonam.

4+ kaar-e khaas-si nemikonam.

VOCABULARY

feiSao LB 2 syl
qu.uS w0 )lS az L')._Ulb_z

LpigSuo o eyl 5

.‘OJS w\oJ g_;\aol.? JIS.4



Persian Romanization English Class
syl daari are you helping verb
L5 = chi kaar what interrogitive
wiSuo mikoni doing verb
el daaram daaram helping verb
ol daarin are you helping verb
8 az cheh kaar what interrogative
OsS o mikonin doing (polite) verb
PI9Ra0 W) dars dars mikhoonam phrase
wols 8 kaar-e khaas-si anything special
oS soi nemikonam I'm not doing verb

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question What are you doing?.

Important
Register Persian English Notes
JIS = syl What are you
Phrase 1 informal € iSao doing?
Word 1 syl areyou
Informal
spoken form of
cheh kaar >
L. The word
kaar ls
Word 2 L8 2 what means "job,"
"work" or
"task." It's like

"what task are
you doing?"




Word 3 wiSso doing
daarid cheh
kaar mikonid?
is the written
Phrase 2 formal YIS az> a0 Wt?at are you form andl can
CouS o doing? be used in
more formal
settings
Word 1 ol areyou
Word 2 ,8 a>  what
Word 3 oS o doing (polite)
o3 el
Phrase 3 .0s9>u0 |am studying.
Word 1 eo,l>  daaram
dars
Word 2 sig3uow > Mikhoonam
I'm not doing
s Lls i
Phrase 4 wuelz LS anything
.0+ soi  special.
anything
Word 1 wols> 8 special
As you see the
word man (e
meaning "I" in
Word 2 oiS o I'm notdoing English has

been omitted.
The base form
is kardan (o ,S.

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Keep in mind that sometimes it might seem like prying into someone's affairs if you ask what
they're doing at the wrong time and without the right tone.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1 Whoisit?

> Who is that?

3 It's me.

4+ Thatis a friend of mine.

ROMANIZATION

1. kiyeh?

> oon kiyeh?

3. Manam

4. oon yeki az doostaameh.

VOCABULARY

TauS 1

¢cutS O_9|-2

. o .3

.d..oliw_g) )'| ._,S.: ()_9' 4



Persian Romanization English Class
00 man me pronoun
o am lam verb
Sy yeki one numeral
Sl az of preposition
e liwgo doostaam my friends noun
S kay who interrogative
Q_gl oon that preposition
o eh is verb
GRAMMAR
In this lesson you will learn how to ask who itis.
Persian English Important Notes
Phrase 1 fauS Whois it?
Word 1 oS who
Word 2 is
Asking about
somebody in a
Phrase 2 SasS 0l Whois that? photo, you can say,

in kiyeh? SauS ¢pl. In
o2l means "this."




Oon is the informal
spoken form of
aan ol It's used for
both feminine and
masculine. Oon
aaghaa sl ol

Word 1

ord ugl that meaning "that
gentleman" or oon
khaanoom (4!
©9il>meaning "that
lady" are more
formal.

Word 2 oS who

Word 3 o IS

Phrase 3 .0io It's me.

Word 1 oo Mme

Word 2 e lam

Jl & ugl  Thatis a friend of

Phrase 4 .aocliiuwg> mine.

Word 1 usl  That

Word 2 wX,  one

Word 3 51 of
Colloquial form of

Word 4 pliwg>  my friends doostaan-e

man ;o oliwg..

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Iran, when you're answering the door using an intercom, you can say baleh al, meaning

"yes?" Baleh is used for answering the phone, too, especially when you don't know who is on

the other side.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. When are you leaving? (informal)

>, When are you leaving? (formal)

3. Intwo hours.

4+ Nextweek.

ROMANIZATION

1. key miri?

> key mirin?

5. do saa'at-e digeh.

4. hafteyeh digeh.

VOCABULARY

?6_).&.0;_5\51

a8 easlw 90 3

LaSo) aien 4



Persian

Romanization

English Class
af._,_.) deigeh another adverb
aiad hafteh week noun
a5, digeh next adverb
S kay when pronoun

S0 miri are you leaving verb
are you leaving
20 mirin (polite) verb
9 do two numeral
s bw saa'at hour noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ro.)uu|3.> easlw 01 ki) O
Kay az khab bidar mishavid?

man dishab dah saa'at khaabidam.

"When do you wake up?" | slept for ten hours last night.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask when someone is leaving.

Important
Register Persian English Notes

When are you

Phrase 1 informal €S a0 S  leaving?
Word 1 S Wwhen
Word 2

S0 areyou leaving




You can also

use ke
Phrase 2 formal S ario oS :’::5; ;;e you  miria u}; o
S
Word 1 w5 Wwhen
are you
Word 2 oo leaving (polite)
Phrase 3 a5 eaclaw 95 Intwo hours.
Word 1 9> two
Word 2 ceelw  hour
Spoken form of
Word 3 «&,»  another digar 5.
Phrase 4 oS> aian  Next week.
Word 1 aian  week
Word 2 &> next

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Make sure you don't ask this question when you've invited someone over! You don't want
them to think they are imposing and that you want them to leave.
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PERSIAN

Y.__SJ w0 dJID L?S.1
?L}JJ w0 L'H-JIJ L?S.Q

.CASJLO MG O )10 P_)l.).S

._)lS_).MJ.OJ.ﬁo‘O_)I)A

ENGLISH

1. Where are you going? (informal)
> Where are you going? (formal)
5. I'm going to the supermarket.

4. I'mgoing to work.

ROMANIZATION
1. kojaa daari miri?
> kojaa daarin mirin?
3. daaram miram sooper maarket.

4+ daaram miram sar-e kaar.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
syl daari are you helping verb
S v miri going verb
1Y kojaa where adverb
el daaram | am (lit. have) verb
©_ 40 mirin going helping verb
S Hlo ugmw sooper maarket the supermarket noun
el daaram I'm verb
OB ow sar-e kaar to work phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

fardaa shab kojaa khaahid raft?

Where are you going tomorrow night?

Send, auplgs xS cuis 1,9

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask where someone is going.

Register Persian English
Where are you
Phrase 1 informal €, wo syb xS going?
Word 1 xS where
Word 2 sylb  areyou
Word 3 Sy e going
wwo gl IxS  Where are you
Phrase 2 formal So+u going?




Word 1 =S where
Word 2 ol areyou
Word 3 O we  going

9w oo eyl I'm going to the
Phrase 3 a8 ,lo  supermarket.
Word 1 eol>  lam (lit. have)
Word 2 e a0 going
Word 3 S )lo ugw  the supermarket
Phrase 4 oS Jw a0 @,15  I'm going to work.
Word 1 el I'm
Word 2 e a0 Qoing
Word 3 L8 ,w  towork

CULTURAL INSIGHT

As we discussed in Lesson 12, sometimes it can seem like prying into someone's business if
you don't ask this question at the right time or with the right tone. Especially when they answer
that they are going "somewhere" (yeh jai - l> &), your next question shouldn't be "where?"



=
(%> PersianPod101.com

LESSON NOTES

3-Minute Persian #16
Asking Directions

CONTENTS

Persian

English
Romanization
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar

Cultural Insight

AW WNNDNN

|

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



PERSIAN

fovlxs o]

ROV PR VE Y

ENGLISH

1. Where's the station?
> Go straight.
5. Turnright.

4 Turn left.

ROMANIZATION
1. istgaah kojaas?
> mostaghim berin.
5. bepichid raast.

4. bepichid chap.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

oK istgaah the station noun
(=S kojaa where adverb
cuwly rast right adverb
OV s is verb
(480 mostaghim straight adverb
M berin go verb
ARy bepichid turn
Az chap left adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

qusJMB.?LZSwl.)).Q .w|wbwa?35).)am).xo
fardaa shab kojaa khaahid raft? Madreseh dar kooche-ye samt-e raast ast.
Where are you going tomorrow night? "The school is on the street to the right."

Ahzabe chap dar entekhabat pirouz shodand.

"Left wing parties won the elections."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and understand basic directions.

Important
Register Persian English Notes

ol  Where's the
Phrase 1 Conlxs station?

=

Word 1 olSwul  the station




Word 2 =S where

Spoken form of

Word 3 oy s ast cuwl.

Phrase 2 formal e paftiawo  Go straight.

Word 1 oxdime  Straight

Word 2 o 90

Phrase 3 formal awly oazas  Turnright.
From
pichidan gz

Word 1 uzan  turn which means
"to turn”.

Word 2 cauwl,  right

Phrase 4 formal Az dJazun  TUrn left.

Word 1 Xazan  turn

Word 2 wz  left

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Since you usually ask and answer for directions in situations involving strangers, it's better to
use more formal language. But it's your personal choice and sometimes it's nice to be friendly.
And also, you might not use formal speech when you're obviously the older one. In Iran,
elderly people are addressed with formal language, but they don't need to use it when they're
talking to people much younger than themselves.
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PERSIAN
52,5 o Lz

W IR JUa.'é ay 2

S0 29 il |z 3

‘OA.UJJJUOS ay d.S.4

ENGLISH

1. Why are you late?
> |l couldn't catch the train.
5. Why do you leave so early?

4+ To catch the train.

ROMANIZATION

1. cheraa dir kardi?
> beh ghataar naresidam.
5. cheraa enghad zood miri?

4. keh beh ghataar beresam.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
| = cheraa why adverb
SIS o dir kardi are you late verb
las o, beh ghataar the train phrase
0w naresidam | didn't catch verb
265 enghad o) adverb
29 zood early adverb
S0 miri you leave verb
aS keh to
oW beresam catch

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Cheraa hamraaham nemi aayi?

Why don’t you come with me?

?WTMP.QI)@I)_?

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer why.

Important
Register Persian English Notes
Why are you
Phrase 1 informal €s5,8 o l,>  late?

Word 1

|, why




Pasttense

Word 2 from dir
© s1S ud  areyou late kardan >
05,
JUas as  Icouldn't
Phrase 2 ©3aaw s catch the train.
Word 1 yUas a4 the train
Past tense
from
residan ¢uw .
Negative form
Word 2 exw s I didn't catch with na g at
the beginning
of the verb
residam O .
Why do you
Phrase 3 informal >s5 28ill,z  leave so
Csuo early?
Word 1 Lz why
Spoken form of
Word 2 il so inghadr _xéil.
Word 3 yg9) early
Spoken form of
Word 4 S0 YOUu leave miravi sg_so.
Jlo9 as aS  To catch the
Phrase 4 .o train.
Shortened
form of baraay-
einkeh sl
Word 1 aS to as” o/ which
means
"becasue."
Word 2 JUas «  the train




Imperative of
residan ¢uw

o Catch which means
"to catch."

Word 3

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Iran, there are a lot of differences in customs and lifestyle that you might not understand.
But the more you get to know the culture and its religious background, the less you'll be
asking "why" something is the way itis.
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PERSIAN
Sl H8og5
Soulb B> 2

~

.LH...OJI.S

uJULOJ-OJ‘\L4

ENGLISH

1. Do you have a pen? (informal)
> Do you have a pen? (formal)
5. Yeah..there you go.

4. Yes, hereyou are.

ROMANIZATION

1 khodkaar daari?
> khodkaar daarin?
5. aareh..biyaa.

4+ baleh...befarmaain.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

H8og5 khodkaar pen noun
Sould daari do you have verb
?Q,_Jlg daarin, daari do you have (polite) verb
oJT aareh yeah interjection
Ly biyaa there you go verb
aly bale, baleh yes interjection
oulo ya, befarmaain here you are verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

&L.}JjBiJkMIQSLYMJJLO)fI )&auuLoJooLLo.;?.ab
Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh. Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.
If you agree, itis enough to say yes. Yes, please do contact me.
GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to talk about possession.

Important
Register Persian English Notes

Do you have a

Phrase 1 informal Csylb 859>  pen?
Word 1 H8H5e>  pen
Word 2 sylb  doyou have

Do you have a
Phrase 2 formal Solb,lSH9>  pen?

Word 1 LHhe>  pen




do you have

Word 2 .
ord Souly  (polite)
This is like
you're saying
=~ Yeah...there
Phrase 3 informal Loyl ou ao "come and get
E (the pen)."
Word 1 o,l yeah
imperative
second person
singular
Word 2 L, thereyou go of Uxol
aamadan, "to
come".
Yes, here you
Phrase 4 ouloy9,..alb  are.
Word 1 a, vyes
imperative
of U))o).é
farmoodan,
Word 2 oulo e, hereyouare very close to
"please" in
meaning.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Iran, it's not unusual for people to ask strangers for a pen, and smokers for a lighter. It may
be a good occasion for you to practice Persian!
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PERSIAN
el H85e5
eolx cadg 2
0593 Lsod 3

p.o.g_9g_5\.m4

ENGLISH

1. ldon'thave a pen.
> ldon'thave time.
5. ldon'tknow.

4. ldon'tgetit.

ROMANIZATION

1 khodkaar nadaaram.
> vaght nadaaram
3 nemidoonam

4 nemifahmam

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class

H8og5 khodkaar pen noun
el nadaaram | don't have verb
99 vaght time noun
099D (o nemidoonam | don't know
0089 (soJ nemifahmam | don't getit. verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ol Uy por aigSz pigd o
Nemidoonam chegooneh beravam pishe oo0.

" don't know how to go to him."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to state essential negative statements.

Persian English Important Notes

To answer yes/no
questions, and in
informal setteings,
you can simply say:
na nadaaram ("No,
Phrase 1 .ol 58595 1don't have a pen. I don't") or na ("No")
and there's no need
to reapeat the
object of the
sentence.

Word 1 LS9  pen

Word 2 el ldon'thave

Phrase 2 el wadg9 ldon't have time.




Word 1 cwdg time

Word 2 el ldon'thave
Phrase 3 293 wos | don't know.
Word 1 09> i | don't know.
Phrase 4 ©00g9 wos ldon't getit.
Word 1 oogd i ldon'tgetit.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

" don't know," or nemidoonam pig> o5 , in Persian, is an expression thatis rarely heard.
There is a funny saying that Iranians usually don't want to admit their ignorance.
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PERSIAN
Tl cawgr M 1
Syl cuwgr wls g 2
eol> cuwgs aly 3

eold cowgo aS aly 4

ENGLISH

1. Do you like chocolate?
> Do you like sweets?
3 Yes, ldo.

4+ Yes, |do like them.

ROMANIZATION

1 shokolaat doost daari?
> shirinijaat doost daari?
3 baleh doostdaaram

4+ beleh keh doost daaram.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
el cuwgo doost daaram | like verb
el> cuwgd aS keh doost daaram | do like phrase
o M shokolaat chocolate noun
Tl cuwgo doost daari do you like verb
I CAPPNTR VI shirinijaat sweets noun
aly bale, baleh yes interjection

SAMPLE SENTENCES

i)l cowgo W o 40 S|

Aksareh mardom shokolat doost darand!

"Most people like chocolate!"

Aayaa shirinijat-e sonnati-ye iraan raa

mishenaasid?

Do you know the traditional Iranian

sweets?

.al, 3.63_{; cuwl oS s Lilo )§|

Agar mayel hastid kafi ast begooid baleh.

If you agree, itis enough to say yes.

5 gwles o b lai> waly

Bale, hatman ba man tamas begir.

Yes, please do contact me.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer affirmatively to the question.

Register

Persian

English

Important
Notes




You might
hear native
speakers drop
the tsound in

Phrase 1 camgd wMSuis  Doyou like doost, when
€s,l>  chocolate? it's not
attached to
any other word
atthe end.
Word 1 oM. chocolate
Word 2 Ssul> cuwgs  do you like
Phrase 2 syl camwgs  sweets?
Word 1 wl> i sweets
Word 2 sul> cuwg>  do you like
cawgd als
Phrase 3 colb  Yes,ldo.
Word 1 a, vyes
Word 2 el cuwgy ke
Sometimes
you want to
. emphasize
cawgd aS al.  Yes, I do like ,
Phrase 4 informal 93 I ' them and this keh «5
L ' after baleh will
do.
Word 1 a, vyes




We actullay
don'tuse any
pronouns in
such short
answers. So
Word 2 b cawss oS 1do like you d.on't see
anything
refering to
"them" in the
Persian
translation.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Like any other place in the world, people in Iran may say they like something when they don't
really mean it, so as not to offend the other person; like when you receive something as a
present, for example.
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PERSIAN
eolx cuwgs ginl
ool cuwgd giowinS HUail 2
. biio ol Sl s

 p_biie OxwisS Uail 14

ENGLISH

1 ldon'tlike this.
> ldon'tlike waiting.
3 | hate this.

4. I hate waiting.

ROMANIZATION

1 in-o doost nadaaram.
> entezaar keshidan-o doost nadaaram.
3 azin motenaf-feram.

4+ az entezaar keshidan motenaf-feram.

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
©_)Siio motenaf-feram | hate verb
ol in this pronoun
9 0 object marker object marker
el cowgd doost nadaaram | don't like verb
oS ) Uail entezaar keshidan waiting phrase, noun
Sl az from preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES

man az khordan-e daaroohaaye maaye
motanaferam.

| hate drinking liquid medicines.

Dl o _9.u| prJ'.J_J.)l.o
maadar bozorgam ino behem daad.

My grandmother gave me this.

Az in taraf baayad raft.

"We have to go this way."

Aatash baaziy-e raa doost nadaaram.

| do not like fireworks.

Hw Ol L 3ol sgs blg yo
.le.)ui Cuwgd |J L).)..uuus
man vaage'an booye otaaq ba emkaan sigar
keshidan raa doost nadaaram.

| really don't like the smell of a smoking
room.

W|wa9u_¢hu)| ojlio

magaaze az noh-e sobh baaz ast.

The store is open from 9 AM.

.,o| ool L')|)._;_| _)‘| -0
Man az Iran amade am.

| came from Iran.

0398 Jou 5oy 295

Az khodpardaz pool gereftam.

| got money from the ATM.

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to say that you don't like something.

Persian English Important Notes

In Persian direct
objectis followed
by |, raa, thatis the

Phrase 1 el camwgo giul  1don't like this. object marker. It
changesto g, roor
9 0in speaking.

Word 1 ol this

Word 2 9 Object marker

Word 3 el cuwgs  Idon'tlike
Like means doost
daashtan cuwgo
i), Negative

FEVIER o 159 Lo e
Phrase 2 o) I don't like waiting.  form is doost
ool cawgd
nadaashtan cuwgo
i by.
Gerunds and
infinitives in English
" have the same

Word 1 UxaiS HUail  waiting V_ ,
equivalanetin
Persian.

Word 2 9 Object marker

Word 3 olx cuwg>  Idon'tlike

Phrase 3 .eaiio (ul 51 Ihate this.
az jlisa
preposition in

Word 1 51 from Perglgn and here in
orlisits
complement

Word 2 ol this




Word 3 e aiio | hate

VS ) Uais|
Phrase 4 .c2iio |hate waiting.
Word 1 51 from
Word 2 OxainS HUail  waiting
Word 3 e aiio | hate

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Iranians don't talk much about the things they don't like. Iranian culture is more conservative
and values suppressing negative emotions.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1 Can | see the menu?

> What do you recommend?

5. A coffee for me.

4. I'd like a coffee, please.

ROMANIZATION

1 mitoonam menoo ro bebinam?

> shomaa chi pishnaahaad mikonin?

5. yeh ghahveh baraay-e man.

4. man yeh ghahveh mikhaam lotfan.

VOCABULARY

Spis 5 sio pisiro |

)0 .5'_).:_ o_9.3.§ ay 3

laln) 4‘0|_9.5~g.o 0_9.3_6 ay o 4



Persian Romanization English Class
0 man I'd pronoun
0 giuo mitoonam can helping verb
gio menoo the menu phrase
9 ro object marker object marker
e bebinam | see verb
Lo shomaa you pronoun
chi what pronoun
pishnaahaad
OeiSao gy mikonin recommend verb
ay yeh a noun
0949 ghahveh coffee noun
Slu baraaye, baraay-e for preposition
Laln) lotfan please adverb
elgxuo mikhaam like verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

S aiS cumo Ul L pigine oM (o]l

alo, salaam, mitoonam baa aanaa sohbat

konam?

Hello, can | speak to Anna?

Menuye in restoran kheili khoob ast.

This restaurant's menu is good.

sy ) Lo 025U 19200l

Omidvaram baz ham shoma ra bebinam

"I hope | see you again."

TN WOTY RN PYY

shomaa da'vat hastin.

You are invited.

a5l b (9> o

Man khubam, shoma chetorid?

I'm fine, how about you?

Shoma che tarikhi be Iran amadid?

"What date did you come to Iran?"




159> wo 2 b

Zohr chi mikhori?

"What did you eat at noon?"

Saul Olidigs sy o7 I

Az chi bishtar khoshetan amad?

"What was your favorite?"

.pbyuwog@awb@;o

Sobh haa hamisheh ghahve minoosham.

"In the morning, I drink coffee."

el Olgiw, o Esii sy g ol

| o295

Emrooz baraa-ye tanawvvoe dar restooraan
shaam khordim.

For a treat, we had dinner in a restaurant

today.

2uiS Ko Lo Lilal

Lotfan mara komak konid.

"Please help me."

i ju US| juo lala) auilgs o

Mitavaanid lotfan miz ra kenar bezanid?

"Could you please put the table aside."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to order at a restaurant or coffee shop.

Register Persian

Important
English Notes

9) 9ro pigiro

Canl see the

Phrase 1 Coins Mmenu?
The infinitive is
Word 1 igino Can ta'\./aanestan ulsi
A
Word 2 ¢io the menu
Word 3 9y Object marker
Word 4 o |see
> loais  What do you
Phrase 2 informal slgisias;  recommend?




This question
although a bit

informal is still
Word 1 poilte with
lew  you ,

y adding shomaa
atthe
beginning.
Spoken form of

Word 2 w> What chonchizi az
Word 3 oxiSao olgikuy  recommend

Sl 099 as A coffee for
Phrase 3 0o Mme.

Spoken form of
Word 1 a a yek.
Word 2 oggd coffee
Word 3 sk for
Word 4 oo Me
o989 s o I'dlikea

Phrase 4 dalal) (plg>u0o coffee, please.
Word 1 oo I'd
Word 2 a a
Word 3 oggd coffee
Word 4 elexuo  like

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Iran, it's neither common nor customary to leave tips, so you don't have to figure out how
much you should pay the waiter... But if you really want to show your gratitude, you can leave



a tip and I'm sure that the waiter will appreciate it!
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PERSIAN

YLD.IOJ luJJlU _9JLM.L7 o Yguo d.-MU-O A

CoiS ey b xS gl w g0 2

ENGLISH

1. Can you bring the bill, please?

> Where do | pay the bill?

5. Excuse me, you gave me the wrong change.

4. ldon'twant the change.

ROMANIZATION

1. misheh soorat hesaab-o biyaarin, lotfan?

> soorat hesaab-o kojaa baayad pardaakht konam.

5. bebakhshid, baghiyey-e pool-o eshtebaahi daadin.

4. Baghiyey-e pool-o nemikhaam.

VOCABULARY

.,o|_9_>q_m.i _9.]_9.: ary 4



Persian Romanization English Class
ol w50 soorat hesaab-o the bill phrase
axiluo misheh is it possible verb, helping verb
ol w50 soorat- hesaab bill phrase
9 0 object marker object marker
ol biyaarin bring main verb
laln) lotfan please adverb
1Y kojaa where adverb
b baayad have to verb/adverb
ol | eshtebaahi wrong adverb
oeobd daadin give (me) verb
oS el pardaakht konam | pay verb
iU bebakhshid excuse me phrase
J_% axdy baghiyey-e pool the change phrase
olg3uai nemikhaam | don't want verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Sadx gl 4y 1) 0oils lala) akino 2SS S8 o Lalal

Mishe lotfan jatoon ra be oo bedahid?

"Could you please offer your seat to her?"

Lotfan mara komak konid.

"Please help me."

o ju US| juo lala) suilgs o
Mitavaanid lotfan miz ra kenar bezanid?

"Could you please put the table aside."

fardaa shab kojaa khaahid raft?

Where are you going tomorrow night?

bebakhshid, istgaah-e gqataar kojaast?

Excuse me, where is the train station?

¢wl.zS JL|a§ ol§.bm._:_| 1 QAR Y

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to ask for the bill and check the change.

Persian

English Important Notes

The other option
Can you bring the

Ph 1 ' Ad 0
rase oole sebwa b, se? lotfan, "Check,
Clalal .
please!
Word 1 aimo IS itpossible
Word 2 clw> o 90 Dill
Word 3 9 Object marker
Spoken form of
Word 4 owle  bring biyaavarid x ¢ l.
Word 5 lala) please
xS gslaw> w940  Where do | pay the
Phrase 2 CoiS cazloyu 2wl bill?
Word 1 olw> o 90 bill
Word 2 9 Object marker
Word 3 xS where
Word 4 xbL  haveto
Word 5 oiS ezl Ipay
Excuse me, you
Phrase 3 olgs ard, ..\.....p..u gave me the wrong
o3 bl change.
Word 1 M eXcuse me
Word 2 Jss auss  the change
Word 3 9 Object marker
Word 4 walil  wrong

lala)! soorat hesaab



From the
Word 5 ol ive (me) infinitive oo
o g daadan, "to give."

| don't want the

Phrase 4 .plouoi 99, axts change.
Word 1 Jss aus,  the change
Word 2 9 Object marker
Word 3 elo=uai I don'twant

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In most restaurants, you can pay by cash or local credit or debit cards. But, it's always safe to
ask about the payment method.
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PERSIAN

Syl sl asliu i azo>

Told sl aslu cu azo> 2

Loisw o plexus 2

Tslo ob i 4

ENGLISH

1. Do you have any plans on Friday night? (informal)
> Do you have any plans on Friday night? (formal)
5. I'm going to the movies.

4. Will you join?

ROMANIZATION

1. jom'e shab barnaamei daari?
> jom'e shab barnaamei daarin?
3 mikhaam beram sinamaa.

4. to ham miyaay?

VOCABULARY



Persian Romanization English Class
Loviuw sinamaa the movies noun
aRo> Jom-eh Friday noun
i shab night noun
aol barnaame plans noun

sl i any indefinite article
Sowlb daari do you have verb

sl asl barnaamei any plans phrase

ol daarin do you have (polite) verb
e ploxuo mikhaam beram | want to go to phrase
9 to You pronoun
oD ham too adverb

s o miyaay join verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

q).:.bl).)f d..i_gi? |J Jg> aRoZ j9
Rooz-e jom-eye khod raa chegoone

gozaraandid?

How did you spend your Friday?

Shab tarik ast.

The nightis dark.

feumz cub azo> (ul sy ol asliy
Barnaame-at barray-e in jom'e shab chist?

What's your plan for this Friday night?

oS S b i o

Har shab baayad kaar konam.

"l have to work every night."

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to invite someone out.



Important

Register Persian English Notes
wuis aro> Do you have
Phrase 1 informal sl aeli any plan.s on
€s,lb  Friday night?
Word 1 azo> Friday
Word 2 i hight
Word 3 aliy  plans
Word 4 sl any
Word 5 sylb doyou have
wui aro> Doyou have
Phrase 2 formal sl asli an_y plan_s on
Sowul>  Friday night?
Word 1 aza> Friday
Word 2 wui hight
Word 3 slaliy  anyplans
do you have
Word 4 ol (polite)




Phrase 3

e elozue

.lm

I'm going to
the movies.

In spoken
Persian, the
order of words
in a sentence
changes
compared to
the written
from. You
might

write a ,adlgsuo
P9 0j9o-
mikhaaham
beh moozeh
beravam"I'm
going to the
museum," but
speaking you'd
normally say
P Plorio

o jigo. Mikhaam
beram moozeh.
Sometimes
prepositions
are dropped
too.

Word 1

e plseo

| want to go to

Word 2

the movies

Phrase 4

informal

Will you join?

Another way of
asking this
questionis ¢
slozuo 00
fslu, to ham
mikhaay
biyaay, "Do
you want to
come (with
me?"

Word 1

you




Word 2 o oo

Word 3 sbe join

CULTURAL INSIGHT

There's no nightlife like bars, discos, and casinos in Iran due to the religious restrictions. But,
there are ethnic and local cafes and restaurants that are open until late evening in case you
are planning to ask someone to hang out somewhere.
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PERSIAN

ENGLISH

1. Hello. (answering the phone)

> Thisis Reza.

5. May ltalk to Mina?

4. Il getin touch again later.

ROMANIZATION

1. alo.

> rezaa hastam.

3 mitoonam baa minaa sohbat konam?

4. ba'dan dobaareh tamaas migiram.

VOCABULARY

ol
y-SETIL-) L'OJ.Q

§iS cuo luo b pigine 3

p).liw uJULoJ O_)l)__g.) |_),g_,__4



Persian Romanization English Class
,o)_.f.w u“l-oi' tamaas migiram I'll contact verb
ol alo Hello interjection
FETIIL Y hastam I'm
Lo, rezaa Reza proper noun
oS cumuo sohbat konam | talk verb
0 giuo mitoonam can helping verb
L ba to preposition
Lo minaa Minaa proper noun
| o2y ba'dan later adverb
oylgo dobaareh again adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

TpiS cumo UL pigine «oMuw (sl

alo, salaam, mitoonam baa aanaa sohbat

konam?

Hello, can | speak to Anna?

TS oo )l S asv e

mishe yek baar-e digeh begid?

Could you say that again?

Dobareh raftim pishe doctor.

"We went to the doctor again."

S Yy a9 o)lg0

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to understand the basic vocabulary on the phone.

Register

Persian

English

Important
Notes




Hello.

Phr 1
ase o/l (answering)

Word 1 o/l Hello

Phrase 2 formal .coimd Lo,  This is Reza.

Word 1 Lo, Reza
Here the
equivalnet
Persian is the
literal

Word 2 aitd I'm
translation of
“this is" which
is"lam".

Liso L pisiszo  May ltalk to

Phrase 3 formal $aiS cuzxeo Mina?
Here may is
the polite form
of "can" but we

Word 1 igizo  Can still use the
same verb in
Persian.
"To" is often
translated to
"beh" «,. But

Word 2 L to here itis

synonymous to
"with".




It's a femal
name. In more
formal
situations you
add a title to
the last name
of that person.
"Mr.

Taheri" sl
sdlb "Mrs.
Bagheri" pgil>
s,90L. Inlran
women don't
change theis
family name to

Word 3 . .

or luo Minaa their
husband's
officially but
they may be
addressed by
their
husband's
surname in
formal
situations such
asin a parernt-
teacher
conference at
their child's
school.

Word 4 oS cuxo Italk

o,Lgo b=y I'll getin touch

Phrase 4 formal oS0 ywlas  again later.

Word 1 b, later

Word 2 o,Lgo again

Word 3 o uSao gwlasi Il contact

CULTURAL INSIGHT



When answering the phone some people might also simply pick up and say baleh aL,. And
these days, with caller ID, since you can see who's calling you - for close friends, beloved
ones, and families - Iranians might answer with the word jaanam «il> which literally means
"my life" or "my spirit". Also, remember that, although speaking aloud on the phone in public
places is not technically illegal, it can still be considered rude, especially if you're too loud. In
some taxis, or doctor's offices, you might see a sign telling you that you can't speak on your
cellphone.
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