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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
oo oo kon'nichi wa hello
OO oo watashi I, me
OOdOoom Loooon hajimemashite Nice to meet you.
OO0 minin dozo please
OO00000000000000O0OoOdd|)  yoroshiku onegai Nice to meet you.
] shimasu

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

odoooooodnd Hello, everyone.
O0o0dOdOododooOoOodn I'm a counselor.
Oodooooooodgoan Hello. Nice to meet you.
O000O0ooooOooOoon I'm Taro's mother. Please be nice to me.

OO0O0OO0O0O000000000O000n0  I'm Taro Tanaka. It's a pleasure to meet you.

Grammar Points

Basic Bootcamp #1: Self Introduction/Basic Greetings
The Focus of This Lesson is to Teach You Some Japanese Essentials to Get You Speaking
Right from Your First Lesson.

Today's phrases are used when we introduce ourselves:

ACOOOO0O0O00O00O0O0C0O0OoOododgod
A: Kon'nichi wa. Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Tanaka desu.
A: "Hello. Nice to meet you. My name is Tanaka."

B:LOODbbyguyoooooon

B: Watashi wa Suzuki desu. Yoroshiku o-negai shimasu.
B: "My name is Suzuki. Nice to meet you."

Vocabulary and Lesson Notes
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OOoOodno
Kon'nichi wa
This phrase is the Japanese equivalent of "hello" and can be used at any time of day.

oo

Watashi

The word watashi (C1C11) means "I" or "me." This a polite way for both males and females
to refer to themselves.

]

wa

"Wa" is a particle that follows the topic you are going to be talking about (often called the
topic marking particle). Think of it as the equivalent to "as for" in English.

L1

Desu

This word is called a copula and refers to one type of "to be" verb. In the above conversation,
we showed the construction as watashi wa [name] desu (C1C1 I [name] 1, My name is
[name]). Desu will always come at the end of a sentence. For more information on the
copula, please see Conjugation Lesson #1.

OOoooon

Hajimemashite

This phrase means "nice to meet you," and we use it when meeting someone for the first
time. We often follow this phrase with the next one.

OOoOoooOogood

Yoroshiku onegai shimasu

We often use this phrase when meeting people for the first time. There is no English
equivalent, but literally, this phrase roughly translates to, "Please look favorably upon me."
Using this phrase shows respect for the person you are meeting, and also indicates that you
are looking forward to a good relationship with them. Whether you are meeting one person or
fifty, using this phrase will make a great impression.

To make this phrase even more polite, you can attach the word dozo ([CJ[J[J) to the
beginning to create D6zo yoroshiku onegai shimasu (OO OO OO0 OOON). On the
other hand, if you are speaking to someone who is much lower in status than yourself, you
can shorten this phrase to simply yoroshiku (LI ).

Names in Japanese
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In Japanese, we give our full names by saying or writing our last name before our first name.
In formal situations, it is common for people to introduce themselves using their full name or
only their last name. When addressing other people you are not familiar with or are higher
than you in status, it is important to attach the suffix san ([J[J) to their name. Be careful,

however, not to attach san (1) to your own name!
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Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
N I Nihon Japan
OO0 OOooon Nihon-jin Japanese
OO0 oo Amerika America
OOoOoom OOoooon Amerika-jin American (Nationality)
OO oo Igirisu England
OOoOoom OOoooon Igirisu-jin English, British
(nationality)
1] OOooon Chagoku China
Lo oooonon Chagoku-jin China (nationality)
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OdOodooooOodnd | live in Japan.
OOoOoOooOoOadnd Natsuko is Japanese.
OOoOooooooodno The U.S. is huge.

Oooooooooooooon
Uooooooooooooon

oooooogdd
Hoooooogdd

ooooboooogog

Mr. White is American.
British cookies are delicious.
I'm British.

I'm from China.
Yao Ming is Chinese.

Grammar Points

Basic Bootcamp #2: Basic Japanese Sentence Structure

The Focus of This Lesson is Talking About Yourself in Japanese.

In this lesson, we learned the following phrases:

A DODoboougodooooooogdd

A: Kon'nichi wa. Watashi wa Naomi desu. Nihon-jin desu.
A: "Hello, I'm Naomi. I'm Japanese."

B: OO OOOOOOOOOOoOoOoOooodod.
B: Kon'nichi wa. Watashi wa Pita desu. Amerika-jin desu.
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B: "Hello, I'm Peter. I'm American."

Talking About Yourself

To talk about one's nationality, you add the word for person, jin [ [ [Jto the name of a
country. Let's take a look at some examples.

Countries and Nationalities:

1. 00O
Nihon
"Japan”
2. 000
Nihon-jin
"Japanese person"”
3. oo
Amerika
"America"
4. OOOOO
Amerika-jin
"American person"

Other Countries and Nationalities:

1. OOt
Igirisu
"England”

2. 0O0O4do
Igirisu-jin
"English person"”

3. 0l
Chagoku
"China"

4. OO
Chugoku-jin
"Chinese person"
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Talking About Nationality:
1. O000000Oooagood
(Watashi wa) amerika-jin desu.
I'm American.

[INote that when talking about yourself, you don't need to say watashi wa if it's already
understood that you are talking about yourself. In that case, your  nationality plus desu is
enough.

More examples:

1. O0O0O00odooodod
Watashi-tachi wa amerika-jin desu.
"We're American.”

2. OO moed
Anata wa nihon-jin desu.

"You're Japanese."
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Basic Bootcamp #3: Useful Phrases for Learning Japanese
The Focus of This Lesson is to Learn Some Japanese Phrases That Come in Handy When
Learning More Japanese

1. 0000 0000ooooooooogoogad
Mabin: Sumimasen. Kore wa Nihon-go de nan desu ka?
Marvin: "Excuse me. How do you say this in Japanese?"

2. JOoOOodO: "oood™.

Uétoresu: Shoyu.
Waitress: "Shoyu."

3. 00O oDooooooooooooodno
Mabin: Sumimasen. Mo ichi-do onegai shimasu.

Marvin: "Excuse me, could you say that one more time, please?"

4. OOOOOO: "COocm.

Uétoresu: Shoyu.
Waitress: "Shoyu."

5. 0000 0000oooooodoooonodg
Mabin: Sumimasen. Yukkuri onegai shimasu.

Marvin: "Excuse me, could you say it slowly, please?"

6. JOOOOO: "ooooonot
Uétoresu: Sho-u-yu.

Waitress: "Sho-u-yu."

Vocabulary and Lesson Notes

OOoOoOoOod
Sumimasen.
"Excuse me."

Sumimasen translates to "excuse me" in English. We often use it to try to get someone's
attention when we are about to say something or ask a question.
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Cword O OOOOOOOOONO
[ word ] wa Nihon-go de nan desu ka?
"How do you say (word) in Japanese?"

You can use this phrase when you don't know what something is called in Japanese. In the
blank, you can put an English word or point to something and use kore wa (111, "this") like
Marvin did in the dialogue.

If someone uses a Japanese word that you are not familiar with and you would like to ask for
the English translation, you can use the same structure to ask what it is called in English:

OOoOoOoOodno
Eigo de nan desu ka?
"What is it in English?"

OOoOoOooad
Onegai shimasu.
"Please."

Onegai shimasu is a phrase that means "please.” You can use this phrase when you are
asking for something or asking someone to do something for you.

You can pair the following two phrases with onegai shimasu to ask someone to repeat
something.

NI
M0 ichi-do
"One more time"

oOoa
Yukkuri
"Slowly"
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Basic Bootcamp #4: Counting |

The Focus of This Lesson is to Teach the Numbers 1 to 100 in Japanese

Dialog

Setting: Kazuki is at the gym, counting while doing exercises on a weight lifting machine.

Kazuki: 1 (ichi), 2 (ni), 3 (san), 4 (yon), 5 (go), 6, (roku) 7 (nana), 8 (hachi), 9 (kya), 10 (ja)

Vocabulary and Lesson Notes
Numbers from 0-10:

0 zero / rei (] (or )
1 ichi ]
2 ni ]
3 san L]
4 shi / yon []
5 go L]
6 roku []
7 shichi / nana ]
8 hachi ]
9 kyt ]
10 ju ]
Numbers from 11-20:

11 ja-ichi mn
12 ja-ni mn
13 ju-san i
14 ja-yon 10
15 ju-go 1]
16 ja-roku i
17 ju-nana L1
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18 ja-hachi 10
19 jo-kya 00
20 ni-jc 00

Multiples of 10 up to 100:

10 ju ]

20 ni-ja mn
30 san-ju 10
40 yon-ju i
50 go-ju 0]
60 roku-ja 10
70 nana-ju i
80 hachi-ju 0]
90 KyU-ju mn
100 hyaku ]

Some more numbers discussed in this lesson:

25
ni-ji-go
OO

43
yon-jd-san
OO

77
nana-ju-nana
OO

92

Kyu-ja-ni
Oood

48
yon-ju-hachi
Oood

55
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go-ju-go
000

100
hyaku
O

Culture Tip

The Japanese are very superstitious when it comes to numbers. Many people believe that
certain numbers are auspicious, while other numbers are unlucky ones you should avoid. This
originates from the fact that many Japanese words are homophones. Certain numbers have
pronunciations that are similar to other words that have either good or bad connotations.

For example, the Japanese believe the number four is very unlucky and they avoid it
whenever possible. The reason is that the pronunciation of the number four ([, shi) in
Japanese is very similar in sound to the word for "death” ([, shi). We consider the number
nine (1, kyd) to be unlucky for the same reason-one of the pronunciations is ku, which is the
same as the word for "suffering” [[1[1, ku[]. Because of these beliefs, many hospitals and
apartment buildings do not have room numbers with four or nine in them.

On the other hand, the Japanese believe that the numbers seven (L1, shichi) and eight (L1,
hachi) are lucky numbers. The concept of "lucky seven" is largely a Western one, but the
Seven Deities of Good Fortune (111, shichifukujin) are one instance of the number seven
signifying luck in Japanese folk religion. The Japanese consider the number eight (1, hachi)
to be lucky because of the way the strokes in the Chinese character gradually broaden out,
which is connected to the idea of growing prosperous.
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Basic Bootcamp #5: Counting Il
The Focus of This Lesson is to Teach Numbers from 100 to 100,000 in Japanese

Let's take a look at the numbers from 100 to 100,000 in Japanese.

Dialog

Setting: Hiro and Kazuki are at an auction, where an antique comic book is being auctioned
off.

Auctioneer: And here we have an antique comic book-this is a true collector's item that's one
of a kind! We'll start the bidding at 100 yen.

Hiro: Hyaku! (100!)

Kazuki: Ni-hyaku! (200!)

Hiro: Go-hyaku! (500!)

Kazuki: Sen! (1,000!)

Hiro: Sen san-byaku! (1,300!)
Kazuki: Sen ro-ppyaku! (1,600!)
Hiro: Ni-sen! (2,000!)

Kazuki: San-zen! (3,000!)

Hiro: Ha-ssen! (8,000!)
Kazuki: ....

Auctioneer: Sold! To this person right here for 8,000 yen!

Hiro: Yatta! (Yay!)

Vocabulary and Lesson Notes

[



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

hyaku
100

[l
sen
1,000

]
ichi-man
10,000

To create multiples of hundreds and thousands, attach the number before the word hyaku
("hundred”) and sen (“thousand").

100 hyaku ] 1,000 |[sen ]

200 ni-hyaku 1] 2,000 |ni-sen i
300 san-byaku* N 3,000 [san-zen* N
400 yon-hyaku 10 4,000 |yon-sen 1
500 go-hyaku 107 5,000 [go-sen 107
600 ro-ppyaku* N 6,000 [roku-sen N
700 nana-hyaku 10 7,000 [nana-sen 1
800 ha-ppyaku* 107 8,000 |ha-ssen 107
900 kya-haku N 9,000 |kyd-sen N

*The words marked with an asterisk are exceptions. Please note the sound changes that take
place in these words.

10,000 ichi-man ]
20,000 ni-man O
30,000 san-man L1001
40,000 yon-man L10]
50,000 go-man i
60,000 roku-man 10
70,000 nana-man L1
80,000 hachi-man Od
90,000 kyd-man OO
10,000 j0-man O
1,000,000 hyaku-man 107
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More Complex Numbers

Oood
hyaku ju-ichi
111

OOood
yon-hyaku nana-ju
470

OOoOodno
roppyaku ni-ja-ichi
621

OOoOodod
san-zen go-hyaku kyad-ja
3,590

OOoOodod
nana-sen ha-ppyaku hachi-ju
7,880



-—‘»‘c, JapanesePod101.com

LESSON NOTES

AllAbout #1
Introductionto Japaneseand Top
5 Reasons to Study

CONTENTS

2  Grammar

!

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is The Top Five Reasons to Learn Japanese

Background of the Japanese Language

Japanese is thought to be anisolated language or an Altaic language. It ranks in the list
of the top ten languages based on number of native speakers, with around 130 million
people speaking Japanese as their native language.

The Japanese language is rich with regional dialects, with some being so radically
different from hyéjun-go (ZE#EZE), the "standard dialect," that even some native speakers

have trouble understanding them. The most well known dialect is Kansai-ben (B8FEF}) the

"Kansai dialect," which is spoken throughout the Kansai region of Japan. The Kansai region
refers to an area in western Japan that includes the major cities of Osaka and Kyoto.

The Japanese written language consists of three alphabets: hiragana, katakana, and
kanji. Hiragana and katakana are phonetic alphabets, with the latter being used primarily
for writing foreign words. Kanjiis a system of characters of Chinese origin used to
represent various ideas.

As mentioned above, the Japanese language's writing system has borrowed heavily from
that of the Chinese language. Although the number of borrowed Chinese charactersisin
the thousands, many of them have fallen out of use. The Japanese Ministry of Education

has created a list of 1,945 joy6 kanji (& FAY£ZF) "common use kanji" made up of

characters commonly used in everyday life. Japanese children will have studied all of
these kanjiby the time they graduate from junior high school.

About Japan

Japan is known as Nihon or Nippon (HZN) to the Japanese, with the two characters
meaning "sun" and "origin." This is why Japan is sometimes known as the "Land of the
Rising Sun."

Where Is Japanese Spoken?

Japanese is mainly spoken on the island of Japan, but there are large communities of
Japanese speakers all over the world, including China, Korea, Australia, the United States,
Canada, and many other regions.

Why Is It Important?

So why should you learn Japanese? Here are some of the top reasons...

5. To communicate with Japanese people! Over 130 million people throughout the world
speak Japanese, placing it in the top ten languages spoken in the world. Just imagine all



of the conversations you could have!

4 . Japanese pronunciation is easy! Japanese is pronounced just the way it looks, so you
can start speaking it right away.

3. You will learn more than just a language. Learning Japanese will give you a great insight
into the world of Japanese culture that you just can't get any other way. By learning how
the language works, you'll learn more about how the culture works.

2.Japanese is fun! Japan has a lot to offerin the way of pop culture-fun and interesting
movies, music, TV shows, comics, games-you name it! Learning Japanese will give you
even greater access to the rich world of Japanese pop culture.

1. Learning Japanese makes you smarter! Recent scientific studies show that learning a
second language can actually hold off Alzheimer's disease. Learning a second language
also increases your memory and makes you stay sharper, helps your attention span, and
sharpens your critical thinking skills. What excuse is there NOT to study Japanese now?
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Japanese Writing System

The Japanese writing system uses two syllabic scripts, known separately as hiragana (05
ML) and katakana (739 737) and collectively as kana (HVi&), as well as thousands of

Chinese characters known as kanji C£Z#). Each script serves a different function. We use

hiragana for grammatical elements and for words that do not use kanji (or for words
where the author doesn't know the kanji). We most frequently use katakana to write
borrowed words of foreign origin and onomatopoeic sound effects. Finally, we use kanji
for words of both Japanese and Chinese origin as well as many Japanese names.

The earliest written form of Japanese was based on kanji. In this system, known as
man'yégana, these kanji were used for their pronunciation rather than their meaning.
Because this system was quite complicated, kana were invented as a way to simplify it. As
a result, each hiragana and katakana character comes from a simplified version of a
man'yégana kanji. If you look at some of these man'yégana kanji and their simplified kana
equivalents side-by-side, it is easy to see how they came to be.

There are forty-six characters in the hiragana and katakana scripts, for a total of ninety-
two characters in all. These characters represent sounds, specifically syllables. A syllable is
generally made up of a consonant plus a vowel, though some are only a vowel. In
Japanese, there are five vowels (a, i, u, e, and 0) and fourteen basic consonants (k, s, t, n,
h,m,y,r,w,g,z d,b,andp).

We use the hiragana syllabary for two types of words that do not use kanji: okurigana (3%
N{k73), which are inflected verb and adjective endings; and for grammatical elements

called "particles." Hiragana is also used to write furigana (“5vD 73V7&), small symbols placed
above orto the side of a kanji character that indicate how it is read. While furigana is
most frequently used to aid children and foreigners learning Japanese, it is also used
when the reading for a kanjiis particularly difficult or uncommon. Hiragana are
characterized by their curvy, flowing lines.

We use the katakana syllabary for gairaigo (3+3ZE), words of foreign origin,
onomatopoeic words that indicate sounds, scientific names, and also for emphasis, much
like how italics are used in English. Katakana are characterized by their angular, boxy
lines.

Kanji are Chinese characters that have been adapted into Japanese over many years. The
characters were originally pictographs of people, animals, and other objects.

Kanji Reading "“Meaning”
|:| kuchi "mouth”
L yama "mountain”

As you can see in the table above, the character [, pronounced kuchi, means "mouth"



and is a box shape that resembles an open mouth. Another example is the character L,
pronounced yama, which means "mountain” and indeed looks like the skeleton of a
mountain. However, over the centuries, kanji have become increasingly stylized and most
no longer resemble the things they represent. Kanjiare made up of smaller parts known
as radicals. Many characters have been combined with others to create new ones. When
written on the page, each characteris given exactly the same amount of space, no
matter how complex it is. In written Japanese, there are no spaces between characters.

The number of kanjiin existence number into the tens of thousands, but the good news
is that a large number of these are rarely used variants, accumulated throughout history.
The Japanese government has created a list of characters recommended for daily use
known as joyo kanji (& FBS%E5F), which currently contains 1,945 characters (as of 2009). As
this list occasionally undergoes revisions, this number may increase in the future. Studies
have shown that full literacy in the Japanese language requires knowledge of around two
thousand characters.

Most kanji have at least two different kinds of readings: kun yomi GllZ&Ed+), which is the
Japanese reading, and on yomi (&&&d+), which is the original Chinese reading. To give an

example, we can read the kanji 7K ("water") as either mizu (kun yomi) or sui (on yomi). We
usually use the kun yomiwhen the kanji stands alone and the on yomi when the kanjiis
part of a compound. However, there are exceptions to this rule you simply must
remember.

Romaji (O—~ =) is Japanese transliterated into the Roman alphabet. With maji, one
can read Japanese without any prior knowledge of the Japanese writing system. There are
several systems of romaji, with the Hepburn system being the most widely used.



-—”‘c, JapanesePod101.com

LESSON NOTES

AllAbout #3
LearnJapanese Grammar

CONTENTS

2  Grammar

*3

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Basic Japanese Grammar

Welcome to our explanation of Basic Japanese Grammar! Now, we know the mere
mention of grammar is enough to make your palms sweat and perhaps bring back some
not-so-good memories of your old high school language classes. But don't worry—we're
here to give you a basic overview of Japanese grammar using language that's easy to
understand-no drawn-out, long-winded explanations here! Learn Japanese grammar
quickly while having fun at the same time!

Before we take a look at Japanese grammar, let's quickly review the basics of English
grammar. By understanding more about how English grammar works, you'll be able to see
how it differs from Japanese grammar.

First, let's take a look at sentence order.

English is what we call an SVO language, which means the sentences come in the order
of subject-verb-object. Let's illustrate this with an example.

English Sentence Order

Subject Verb Object

I eat fruit

The subject, or the thing taking the action, is "I." The verb, or action, is "eat." The object,
or the thing receiving the action, is "fruit." This is an example of a sentence in an SVO
language.

Japanese is a bit different from English in this respect. Japanese is what's called an SOV
language. This means the subject comes first, followed by the object, and then the verb.
Remember that: the verb comes last. So our previous example, "l eat fruit" in English,
becomes "l fruit eat" when put in Japanese SOV order.

Japanese Sentence Order

Subject Object Verb

I fruit eat

This is one of the biggest differences between English and Japanese grammar and one of
the most important aspects to keep in mind!

Characteristics of the Japanese Language

Now let's compare some characteristics of the Japanese language with the English
language. First, we'll talk about features that are much simpler than their English
counterparts.

Tense

Let's start with tense. Tense is a method we use in English to refer to time-past, present,
and future. If you are a native English speaker, you might not even be aware of how many



tenses there are in English. Let's think about the future tense for a moment. The present-
tense sentence "l jog", when changed to the future tense, becomes "l will jog" or even
"I'm going to jog". (And there's even a slight difference between them!)

Japanese, on the other hand, only has two tenses: past and non-past. It's called non-past
because Japanese uses the same tense for the present and future. How does this work?
Let's take a look! Here's an example of our sentence in the present tense.

(X=IR—=IlfF7& 5 9,)

Sdapa ni ikimasu.

"l go to the supermarket."

So how do we change this to the future tense? Simple! We just add a word that
indicates the action will occur sometime in the future:

[(BAR/RE) X —/\—IcfT2F d, ]
raishd Supa ni ikimasu.

"I will go to the supermarket tomorrow/next week."

There you have it! By adding a word like "tomorrow" or "next week" that indicates some
point in the future, we've turned our present tense into future tense without even
changing the verb.

Conjugation

English is full of irregular verbs. In many cases, we can turn present tense verbs into past
tense by adding the suffix -ed to the end, but think of how many exceptions there are to
this rule: "fly" becomes "flew," "run" becomes "ran," "buy" becomes "bought"”...the list
goeson! If you've ever studied a Romance language, then you know how common
exceptions are when it comes to conjugating verbs. In contrast, Japanese only has two-
count them-two verbs that conjugate irregularly. The rest follow the same patterns, so
they're easy to get the hang of| Japanese verbs are divided up into three different groups
according to how they conjugate, which we will refer to as Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3
later on.

English and many other languages also conjugate verbs according to who is taking the
action: forexample, "I go" vs. "he goes." When you get into Romance languages, this
system gets even more complex. However, in Japanese, it doesn't matter who is doing the
action-the verb will not change! Let's look at a few examples so we can really appreciate
this advantage of Japanese. First, note that the verb "to go" is ikimasu. The other words in

red are "I", "him", and "you", respectively.

i BREERICTTEI I,

Watashi wa gakko ni ikimasu.
" go to school."

2 BUIERICTEE I,

Kare wa gakké ni ikimasu.
"He goes to school."

3. OEREFERICTTEII,
Anata-tachi wa gakko ni ikimasu.
"You (pl.) go to school."



Take a look at ikimasu! It doesn't change! Who is doing the action has no effect on the
following verb. Great, isn't it?

Singulars and Plurals

Remember learning all of the complicated rules for forming plurals in English when you
were in grade school? We first learn that you add the suffix -s to a word to make it plural,
but then came one exception after another, such as words like knives, candies, and mice.
Well now, think about this: Japanese words almost never change to reflect plurals.
Nezumi, the word for "mouse," could refer to one mouse or ten mice! What a big change
from having two different words to differentiate between singular and plural.

Forming Questions

Think for a moment about how you form questions in English. You have to change the
order of the sentence. Here's an example:

"He is a student" becomes "Is he a student?"

In Japanese, it's extremely easy to create questions. By simply putting ka at the end of a
sentence, you can turn it into a question! Let's take a look at the Japanese equivalent of
the sentence above:

BIFPRETIT, ~BITPRETITH?

(Kare wa gakusei desu.) — (Kare wa gakusei desu ka?)

"He is a student." —"Is he a student?"

Let's look at one more:

OERIEERICEATUVNT I, - BERIEERICEATULT IDH,

(Anata wa Tokyd ni sunde imasu.) — (Anata wa Tokyo ni sunde imasu ka?)

"You live in Tokyo." — "Do you live in Tokyo?"

Okay, now let's take a look at some characteristics unique to the Japanese language that
may not have any equivalent in English.

Formal and Informal Speech

In English, we can use certain words and phrases to make our speech sound more polite to
others. Japanese uses entirely different grammar structures when it comes to polite
speech. There are three politeness levels in spoken Japanese: informal, formal, and
honorific.

Gender

By gender, we do not mean feminine and masculine words that show up in many of the
romance languages. By gender, we mean that female speakers will use different words
and phrases than men, and that there are some exclusively masculine words. In Japanese,
itis very possible to look at written dialogue and guess whether the speakeris male or
female without any verbal cues.

Counters

Japanese has a long list of counters, or words that we use to count specificitems. The
corresponding counter depends on the appearance or makeup of the item. Forexample,
there are different counters for sheets of paperand bottles because they differin shape.
While English does contain some counters (think "loaf of bread" or "bottle of wine"), the
range of counters in Japanese is much more extensive.

Omission

In English, we almost always need to state the subject in our sentences: "Yesterday | went



shopping at the mall, and then I went to Starbucks where I had a latte." Note that we
need to state "I" for every action.

In Japanese, the writer often omits the subject from the sentence whenit's understood
who is doing the action. In fact, stating the subject every time will actually make your
Japanese sound unnatural. The key is to only state the subject when it's absolutely
necessary. In this way, Japanese lets you get straight to the important part of your
sentence!

That wasn't so bad, was it? We hope this overview has given you a good idea of some of
the most unique characteristics of Japanese. Keeping these in mind will give you an idea
of what to look out for and will prepare you as you dive furtherinto the world of Japanese
grammar!
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Basic Japanese Pronunciation

It's often said that Japanese pronunciation is one of the easiest aspects of the language.
And guess what-it's true! But it still takes some practice, and we're here to help you with
it. We'll introduce you to the ins and outs of Japanese pronunciation and show you how it
differs from English pronunciation.

Sounds and Syllables

Let's first take a look at how Japanese sounds work. Compared with other languages,
Japanese has a relatively small set of sounds, with only fourteen consonants (k, s, t, n, h,
m,y,r,w, g,z d,b,and p)and five vowels (a, e, i, 0, and u). In Japanese, there are no
such words as the English word "strength," which has clusters of three or more consonants.
Japanese is made up of syllables, which are made up of a consonant and a vowel. The
only exceptions are the vowels and the nsound, which stand alone.

Stress

Let's think about stress in English fora moment. Try saying the words "important” and
"interesting” aloud. When you say these words aloud, you're putting emphasis, or stress,
on a certain syllable. In "important," the stress is on the "port" syllable. In "interesting,"
the stress is on the "int" syllable. If you haven't studied phonetics before, it's probably
something that just comes naturally that you've never noticed! Because correct English
pronunciation emphasizes certain syllables, English is known as a stress language.

Japanese, on the other hand, doesn't have stress! It's a stress-free language! (Until you
start learning kanji, perhaps...) In Japanese, each syllable is held the same length of time
and given equal stress. Stressing only certain syllables will sound unnatural; so keep this in
mind when pronouncing Japanese.

Let's take a look at a word in Japanese and compare how it is pronounced in both
Japanese and English. Let's take the word teriyaki, the name of a cooking technique
where meat is marinated.

English pronunciation: [ ter-uh-YAH-kee | Note how the third syllable is stressed.
Japanese pronunciation: [teh-ree-yah-kee ] In Japanese, each syllable receives the same
amount of stress.

This might sound like a lot to consider, but remember that learning good pronunciation
is one of the easier aspects of learning the Japanese language!
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top Five Must-Know Japanese Phrases

Here we'll introduce five phrases in Japanese that will take you a long way and help you
out in a variety of situations!

Sumimasen (9 & £ = A) “Excuse me" / “I'm sorry” / "Thanks"

Sumimasenis a versatile phrase with a few different meanings depending on the
situation, the closest of which is "excuse me." Whether you are trying to get someone's
attention to ask them a question, making your way through a crowded area, or
apologizing for running into someone or stepping on their foot, sumimasen is the phrase
you want to use. If someone gets something for you or kindly does something for you, you
can use sumimasen to thank them as well as apologize for the trouble they have gone
through to help you. The correct spelling and pronunciation of this phrase is sumimasen,
but quite a few people pronounce it as suimasen, omitting the first "m" sound.

Domo (€ > E) "Thanks" [ "Hi"

Démois a simple and easy way to say "thank you" as well as greet someone. This phrase is
more casual than using kon'nichi wa ("hello") or arigato ("thank you"), and you can use it
when these two phrases might be a little too formal for what the situation calls for. Some
people use this to thank shop clerks because they think that using the formal arigaté
gozaimasu ("thank you very much") might be a little too polite and out of place.

Dozo (&€ S>-€) "Please go ahead” / "Please”

If you're offering something to someone or would like someone to go ahead of you ordo
something before you, dozois the phrase you are looking for. Offering your seat to
someone on the train? D6zo. Holding the door for someone and would like them to go
right ahead? D6zo. At a restaurant and someone else's food came before yours and you
would like them to start eating? D6zo. Try your hand at making some delicious o-nigiri
("rice balls") and would like to offer them to someone? Dézo!

O-negai shimasu (EFFEUL\U & ) "Please”

You can use this handy phrase when you would like to ask for a favor or make a request of
some kind. By using this phrase, you can show your appreciation in advance for the favor
or request you have asked. In a business situation, it means something like "please take
care of this forme." In addition to requests or favors, you can also use it to ask for tangible
objects.

Hai (I3 LY) "Right" / "Yes" [/ "Here you go"

And now for the most compact phrase of the top five: the phrase hai. The most common
translation for this word is "yes" or "right," but depending on the situation, it can also
mean "here you go" if someone says it as they hand something to you. Something
important to note, though, is that Japanese people often use this phrase as they are
listening to show they are following what the speakeris saying - it doesn't necessarily
mean they agree with or are affirming anything the speaker is saying. Just something to
keep in mind to hopefully avoid any confusion!

You can also use this word when you aren't able to catch what someone is saying and you



would like them to repeat what they have said. When said with rising intonation, like a
question (hai?), it is the equivalent of saying, "Excuse me?" or "I'm sorry?"
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Asking: How Much do you Really Know About Japan?

Test your knowledge of Japan with this fun quiz!

This lesson will test your basic knowledge of Japan by quizzing you on five areas of
knowledge: geography, pop culture, travel, economics, and myth-busting.

Questions
1) Geography Question: How many prefectures does Japan have?

A)50
B) 38
C)47

2) Pop Culture Question:Below are the names of three popularcharacters that
originated in Japan. Can you put them in order of theircreation, from oldest to
newest?

Godzilla
Pikachu
Hello Kitty

3) Travel Question:The following are populartourist sites in Japan. Which one is not
located in Tokyo?

A) Tsukiji fish market

B) Mt. Fuji
C) The Imperial Palace

4) Economic Question:Where does Japan's economy fall in the ranking of world
economies?

5) Debunking a Myth About Japan Question:True/False:Japan's main staple diet is
sushi,

Answers

1) Geography Question: How many prefectures does Japan have?

The answeris C) 47. Japan has forty-seven prefectures, the largest of which is the

northernmost prefecture, Hokkaido, and the most populous of which is the country's
capital, Tokyo.



2) Pop Culture Question:Below are the names of three popularcharacters that
originated in Japan. Can you put them in orderof theircreation, from oldest to
newest?

Answer: The correct orderis Godzilla (1954), Hello Kitty (1974), and Pikachu (1995). All
three characters have accumulated a large fan following not only in Japan but also around
the world.

3) Travel Question:The following are populartourist sites in Japan. Which one is not
located in Tokyo?

The answer is B) Mt. Fuji. While Mt. Fuji is visible from Tokyo on a clear day, it is actually
located 100 km/60 miles away, on the border of Shizuoka and Yamanashi prefectures.

4) Economic Question: Where does Japan's economy fallin the rankings of world
economies?

The answeris #2. Japan's economy is the second largest in the world after that of the
United States.

5) Debunking a Myth About Japan Question:True/False:Japan's main staple diet is
sushi.

The answer is false! Many people think of sushi when they think of Japanese food, but the
truth is that this food is more of a delicacy than anything else. You won't find many
people who eat sushi every day or even on a regular basis. The main staple food in Japan
is rice, which the Japanese eat with almost every meal.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Japanese Food

What comes to your mind when you think of Japanese food? Sushi, perhaps? Rolls
containing various kinds of seafood and vegetables stuffed inside? Well, while you might
find lots of sushi and rolls in Japan, they are merely the tip of the iceberg when it comes
to Japanese cuisine - there is a whole lot more for you to discover!

Table Etiquette

Before we go on to the food, let's first talk about Japanese table etiquette. Before
eating, it is customary to say itadakimasu, which means, "l will humbly receive," as a way
to show gratitude for the meal.

When using chopsticks, it is important to remember a few things to avoid being rude.
Don't stab your chopsticks into your rice and leave them there, and never pass food with
your chopsticks directly to someone else's chopsticks, as both of these actions are related
to funeral traditions.

When eating and drinking in a big group, wait for others to pour your drink for you, and
then return the favor when you see someone's glass getting low.

In some Asian countries, such as Korea, it is unacceptable to pick up your rice bowl when
eating, but in Japan, thisis very common.

Regional Dishes

One of the most interesting aspects of Japanese cuisine is its vast array of regional
delicacies. Each area of Japan boasts its own selection of specialty dishes that have
become closely associated with that area. It is not uncommon for Japanese people from
all over Japan to travel hundreds or even thousands of miles to try the different specialties
in the place that they originally come from.

One of the most famous examples of regional cuisine is okonomiyaki, which is a flat,
pancake-shaped food. Cooked on a hot plate, okonomiyaki usually contains chopped
cabbage, meat, and seafood. However, because the name contains the word okonomi,
meaning "to one's liking," it is up to you to decide what goes into your okonomiyaki.
Cheese, mochi, and even Korean kimchee ("pickled vegetables") are among some of the
most popular additions to okonomiyaki. There are two regional variations of okonomiyaki:
Osaka style and Hiroshima style. In Osaka style, which is considered the dominant style
that you'll find all over Japan, the chef mixes all the ingredients together before
transferring them to the hot plate. There, the chef cooks it and then tops it with dried
seaweed, dried bonito, or fish flakes, and a thick okonomiyaki sauce. On the other hand,
in Hiroshima style, the chef layers the ingredients one-by-one instead of mixing them
together. It is very common to add noodles, and the amount of cabbage is anywhere
from three to four times the amount usually used in Osaka-style okonomiyaki.

Other popular regional dishes include goya chanpuru, a stir-fried dish containing goya,
a very bitter gourd, from Okinawa; wanko soba, buckwheat noodles from Iwate served in
bite-served portions that keep coming until you say stop.; basashi, raw horse meat, from
Kumamoto; gyutan, cow tongue, from Miyagi, and much, much more. If you have a
chance to visit Japan, definitely try some of the local specialties!



PopularDishes

Some of the most popular dishes in Japan are usually quite different from what people
might imagine. If you were to look at the average Japanese person's lunch, what would
you find? The most common Japanese lunch is the bento. Bento refers to a meal served in
a box that is either prepared at home or bought at restaurants and convenience stores.
Anything goes when it comes to the contents of a bento, although white rice, fish, and
vegetables are common elements found in many bento. Visually, bentd range from very
simple to elaborately arranged. There is even a kind of bentd called kyaraben, short for
character bentd, where the food is arranged and decorated to look like people, animals,
popular characters, and so on.

Other everyday Japanese foods include o-nigiri, rice balls wrapped in seaweed with
various fillings; curry, usually containing potatoes, carrots, onions, and served together
with white rice; karaage, Japanese-style fried meat, usually chicken; @mmen, a Japanese
noodle dish that originated in China; and more.

Seasonal Dishes

The Japanese really love their seasons, and they especially love eating the different dishes
associated with each season. When the cold weather sets in in the winter, people line up
to eat nabe and oden, which are both hot stew-like dishes. Nabe is a hot pot that
consists of a stew with assorted meats and vegetables. The host usually places the pot in
the center of the table so many people can share it. Oden, on the other hand, is an
assortment of vegetables and meat stewed in a light, soy-flavored broth. Common
ingredients found in oden are daikon radish, boiled eggs, meat skewers, and fish cakes.
You can purchase even oden at convenience stores, where you can pick and choose what
goes into your oden.

In spring, along with the sakura ("cherry blossoms"), comes sakura no shiozuke ("salted
cherry blossoms") and leaves that chefs use in various ways in Japanese cuisine, the most
commonplace being sakura-mochi. Sakura-mochiis mochi, a sticky rice cake, wrapped in
a salted sakura leaf and topped with a salted cherry blossom. The sweltering heat in the
summer accounts for the popularity of cold dishes such as hiyashi sémen, (“chilled wheat
noodles"), and kakigori, ("shaved ice"). In fall, kuri, known as chestnuts, come into season
and chefs use them in many dishes, such as kuri go-han, which is cooked rice with sweet
chestnuts.

Top Five Foods to Try in Japan

Sushi

Sushiis probably the most famous Japanese food. Make your way to Tsukiji Fish Market,
one of the largest fish markets in the world, for some of the freshest sushiaround. For a
unique sushi experience, try kaiten zushi, which also known as conveyor belt sushi. In
kaiten zushi restaurants, the chefs place plates of sushi on a rotating conveyor belt that
makes its way through the restaurant, moving past every table and seat. Customers are
free to pick and choose the sushi they want off the conveyor belt, although they can also
place special orders.

Soba and udon

Soba, buckwheat noodles, and udon, thick noodles made from wheat, are two of the



most popular types of Japanese noodles. You can serve both hot or cold, and there are
many different varieties in different regions of Japan.

Tofu

Let's face it; tofu doesn't have the best reputation in the West. Even if you aren't crazy
about tofu or just can't shake its bland, flavorless image, you're sure to find a téfurecipe
that will make you reconsider this Japanese delicacy. In Japan, there are innumerable
ways to prepare tofu that give it tons of flavor. Some of the most popularinclude
agedashi-dofu ("deep-fried tofu"), mabod dofu ("spicy tofu," originally from China), and
the aforementioned goya champuru, a dish from Okinawa made with goéya and tofu.
Shabushabu

Shabushabu is a dish that uses thin slices of meat dipped in boiling water or broth, which
you then dip into a flavored sauce and eat. This dish is usually served with to6fu and
vegetables.

Ramen

Ramenis a Japanese noodle dish that has its roots in China. It consists of a meaty broth,
noodles, shredded meat, and vegetables. Ramen shops are located all over Japan, with
many regional variations available. Some of the most popular @men flavors are miso (a
paste made from fermented soybeans), shoyu ("soy sauce"), shio ("salt"), and tonkotsu
("pork bone").

Top Five Foods forthe Brave

Natto

Nattd is a traditional food made from fermented soybeans, infamous forits bad smell
and sticky consistency. So infamous, in fact, that one question Japanese people are sure
to ask you is whether or not you have tried natto. Natto is usually eaten as a topping on
rice.

Nama tamago

Nama tamago, or raw egg, shows up in a variety of Japanese dishes, including the
popular favorites sukiyaki, where you dip meat into a bowl of raw egg before you eat it,
and tamago kake go-han, cooked rice mixed with raw egg and a little bit of soy sauce.
Shiokara

Shiokara is Japanese fermented seafood that has a very strong flavor and is quite salty. It
is definitely an acquired taste, even for many native Japanese people.

Reba-sashi

Reba-sashi is short for reba sashimi, which is "raw liver." You can usually find this at
yakiniku (Korean barbeque) restaurants in Japan.

Kusaya

Kusaya is a Japanese style salted-dried fish. The name comes from the word kusai, which
literally means, "smells bad." You make kusaya by soaking fish into a "kusaya gravy" (that
is used over and overagain) and then leave it to dry in the sun. The smell of kusaya is very
strong, but the taste is relatively mellow. While it is fairly well-known because of its bad
smell, even among Japanese people, few have actually tried it.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Japanese Society

Japanese society is a very broad topic and is hard to summarize in a single lesson. That's
why we're narrowing it down to its top five most important aspects!
Major Cities of Japan

Tokyo is the capital of Japan and the largest city in the country. Tokyo is also one of
Japan's forty-seven prefectures, but it is referred to as a to ("a metropolis") instead of a
ken ("a prefecture"). The metropolis of Tokyo is made up of twenty-three ku ("city
wards"), twenty-six cities, five towns, and eight villages, as well as numerous small Pacific
islands.

The name Tokyo means "the Eastern Capital," and it became the capital of Japan during
the nineteenth century when its name changed from Edo to Tokyo. As of 2007, the
population of the city of Tokyo is estimated to be about 12.8 million people. The Greater
Tokyo area, which is made up of Tokyo and surrounding prefectures Chiba, Kanagawa,
and Saitama, has an estimated population of 35.6 million people. Because of the large
number of people living in Tokyo, downtown Tokyo is often very crowded and busy,
especially in and around major commuting areas like train stations.

Shinjuku, one of the twenty-three special wards of Tokyo, is a major commercial and
administrative center, and most consider it the heart of downtown Tokyo. It is home to
the busiest train station in the world, Shinjuku Station, and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government Building, the administration center for the government of Tokyo.

There is no shortage of things to do and see in Tokyo. From the numerous museums and
famous zoo in Ueno to the fancy high-end stores and restaurants in Ginza to the throng of
discount electronics stores in Akihabara, each neighborhood offers something different
and unique. Whether you're visiting Tokyo as a tourist or making a life there, you're sure
never to get bored.

Kyoto, one of the oldest cities in Japan, was the capital of Japan until 1868, when Tokyo
became the capital. Now it is a major city in the Kansai area, known for its traditional
atmosphere because of its numerous temples and shrines. Thousands of tourists come
from all over the world to visit these temples and shrines, especially in spring to see the
cherry blossoms and in autumn to see the leaves change color.

Osaka is a large city that is located in the Kansai area close to Kyoto. It is the capital of
Osaka prefecture as well as the economic and cultural center of the Kansai region. People
from Osaka are characterized as friendly with a good sense of humor. Many famous
Japanese comedians hail from Osaka. Older women in Osaka especially are known for
being bright and full of energy, as well as good at bargaining. Osaka also boasts regional
specialties, among them okonomiyaki, a pancake-like dish containing a variety of
ingredients cooked on a hot plate, and takoyaki, fried dumplings with small pieces of
octopus inside.

Family Life

Families in Japan are generally traditional, and the family is a focal point of life.



Immediate families are a bit smaller compared to those of other countries; it is not
uncommon for Japanese parents to have only one or two children. It was very common for
three generations (children, parents, and grandparents) to live togetherin the same
household; however, lately you can see a trend toward nuclear families in larger cities. It is
also very common for adult children to continue to live with their parents well into their
twenties or thirties until they get married. Japanese gender roles are still quite traditional,
with women expected to stay home and take care of their children and men expected to
support the family financially. However, this is also slowly changing, with the number of
working mothers and stay-at-home dads slowly increasing.

A few problems have recently plagued Japanese family life and society. One of them is
the decreasing birthrate, which hit a record low in 2005 when the number of deaths
outnumbered the number of births. If this trend continues, Japan's population will start
shrinking. Many factors are contributing to this problem, with the delay in marriage being
one of the major ones. More and more men and women are waiting until they are older to
get married, with the number of single people in their thirties and forties increasing
steadily every year. Another problem is the lack of support and benefits for parents with
children, which makes the decision to have children an undesirable one in the eyes of
young people.

Work Culture and Economy

Japan's economy is ranked second in the world after that of the United States, and some
of its main industries include motor vehicles, electronics, industrial and transportation
equipment, and chemicals. Some major, well-known Japanese companies include Sony,
Mitsubishi, Toyota, and Honda.

In Japan, the dominant work culture is quite rigid. Employees in their first years at a
company often have to work long hours for little pay. Working overtime, which is often
unpaid, is an everyday occurrence at Japanese companies. The hierarchy in Japanese
companies is very strict as well, with relationships following a rigid system based on
seniority. Companies require subordinates to address their superiors formally and treat
them with respect. It is very common for employees to all go out drinking together aftera
long day at work; the Japanese see this as a way to strengthen relationships and build
work camaraderie. There are some disadvantages to the seniority system, however. When
managers promote employees, they focus more on age and the amount of the time the
person has worked at the company rather than individual accomplishments and
achievements.

Anotherimportant part of the Japanese work economy is the custom of lifelong
employment. This system, however, is becoming less common due to a decrease in the
number of full-time employees and an increase in the number of part-time and
contractual employees. There is even a term, freeter, the Japanese have coined to referto
young people who work one or more part-time jobs as an alternative to obtaining full-
time employment. Freeters cite a flexible schedule and the ability to take more time off
with relative ease as advantages to working part-time jobs.

Politics

Japanis a parliamentary monarchy governed by a Prime Minister and his cabinet. The



bicameral parliament is called the Diet and is made up of the upper House of Councillors
and the lower House of Representatives. The lower House holds most of the power. The
Japanese people elect members of the Japanese Diet, who in turn elect the Prime Minister
of Japan. Japan has a figurehead Emperor whose role is mostly symbolic and traditional;
he possesses no political power.

Unlike the United States or the United Kingdom, Japanese political parties tend to
change constantly with one major exception—the Liberal Democratic Party, which has
held power for more than fifty years—since the end of World War Il. The second and third
most popular parties at the moment are the KOmeito, the Clean Government Party (CGP),
and the newly founded Minshutd, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ).

Generational Trends

Generally speaking, the older and younger generations tend to do things differently and
hold different ideas about things. The older generation tends to have a strong sense of
loyalty to their companies and place work high on their priority lists, even above family.
The younger generation, however, is not averse to changing jobs if there is something
they are dissatisfied with, and as mentioned before, many see no problem with not
pursuing full-time employment. Members of the younger generation also seem to keep
more of their own interests in mind as they wait longer and longer to get married and
have children. Many members of the older generation view these trends of young people
today as signs that they are selfish and fickle. As attitudes continue to change, it will be
interesting to see in what ways Japanese culture and society change along with them.
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GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Five Most Important Holidays in Japan

Japan has many different holidays that carry a lot of meaning and have years of tradition
behind them. Here we'll introduce the top five most important holidays in Japan, going in
reverse order starting with number five.

The fifth most important holiday in Japan is Seijin no Hi, or "Coming-of-Age Day." On
this day, people who turn twenty during the current school year, which runs between
April until the following March, celebrate their coming of age. In Japan, when people turn
twenty, society legally recognizes them as an adult, and they are able to drink alcohol
and vote. The festival was created as a Japanese national holiday in 1947 when it was set
to January 15th. However, this holiday was moved to the second Monday in January in
1999 as a result of the "Happy Monday System," the Japanese government's decision to
move more holidays to Monday to create a three-day weekend for those who normally
have a five-day workweek.

On this day, local city halls and community centers hold small ceremonies in the morning.
Government officials give speeches and hand out small gifts to the people in attendance
who are turning twenty. It is customary for girls to wear furisode kimono, which are
kimono that have sleeves much longer than those of regular kimono, and put their hair up
in fancy hairstyles. Because the furisode kimono are very elaborate and hard to put on,
many girls go to a beauty salon to get professional help with their kimono and hair. On
this day, most men wear fancy suits, although you will sometimes see men wearing dark-
colored kimono. Families with someone who is turning twenty will often cook and eat red
bean rice, known as sekihan.

The fourth most important holiday (or in this case, group of holidays) in Japan is Golden
Week. Golden Week refers to the period in late April and early May that contains many
Japanese national holidays grouped closely together.

The first holiday of Golden Week falls on April 29th and is called Shéwa no Hi (FBRIMD H)
"Showa Day," which was the birthday of the former emperor Showa. The second holiday
is Kenpo Kinenbi (BBt &H), or "Constitution Memorial Day," which is held on May 3rd.
The new Japanese constitution went into effect in 1947 on this day. Next comes Midori
no Hi (+E D MH), which is "Greenery Day" or "Nature Day" on May 4th, during which the

Japanese celebrate nature. The last holiday during Golden Week is Kodomo no Hi (CEE

MH), or "Children's Day," which falls on May 5th. On this day, parents pray fora happy
and healthy life for their children.

Many Japanese people will take paid time off on the intervening workdays, but it is not
uncommon for some companies to close down completely and give theiremployees the
entire week (and sometimes more) off. During this time, many people take a vacation
and travel around the country or go abroad. As a result, airports and train stations
become very crowded, plane ticket fees increase dramatically, and accommodation
reservations become very hard to get, evenin advance.

The third most important holiday in Japan is O-bon. O-bonis a Buddhist event where
people pray for the repose of their ancestors' souls and remember the deceased. If you



are familiar with Mexico's Day of the Dead festival, O-bon s quite similar. O-bon takes
place from the 13th to the 16th of August (celebrated from July 13-15 in some areas).
During this time, Japanese people return to ancestral family places, and visit and clean
their ancestors' graves. The Japanese believe that during this time, the ancestors' spirits
return to this world to visit their relatives.

Traditionally, the Japanese perform o-bon dances, known as bon odori, visit graves, and
make food offerings at house altars and temples. Bon odoriis the most common custom
during O-bon. People wearing yukata (a light kimono worn in summer) go to the
neighborhood bon odori and dance around a stage. When O-bon comes to an end,
floating lanterns (known as t6r6 nagashi) are put into rivers, lakes, and seas to guide the
spirits back to their world.

The exact customs of O-bon vary widely from region to region throughout Japan. One of
the most famous O-bon traditions takes place in Kyoto and is known as Gozan no Okuribi
or Daimonji no Okuribi. On the night of August 16th, at the end of the festival, fires are
lit on the five mountains that surround Kyoto to send the visiting spirits back to the
netherworld. The Japanese light Chinese characters and Buddhist-related markings
etched into the side of the mountains on fire in this amazing display that marks the end
of O-bon.

The second most important holiday in Japan is Omisoka, which is New Year's Eve. This
day is very symbolic in Japan as it is the last day of the yearand the day before New Year's
Day, the most important day of the year. Omisoka is usually accompanied by a big
cleaning known as Os6ji (K¥gEER), which literally means "big cleaning," and is comparable
to the concept of "spring cleaning." Many Japanese people use this opportunity to clear
out clutter from the old year and tidy up their homes and offices for the start of the new
year.

For dinner on Omisoka, many people like to have a bowl of toshikoshi soba (New Year's
Eve Soba, a type of Japanese noodle). This tradition comes from the association of the
long noodles with the wish of "living a long, healthy life."

Another popular event that takes place on Omisoka is the television show Kéhaku Uta
Gassen, the "Red vs. White Singing Contest," which airs on public television station NHK
and starts at 7:30 PM and goes until 11:45 PM. Popular singers and groups split into two
teams, with women making up the red team and men making up the white team. A
panel of judges casts votes to decide which team performed better, and the judges
declare one side the winner at the end of the broadcast.

The most important holiday in Japan is O-shégatsu (S 1ER) or Gantan (JtB), which is

New Year's Day. Many people spend time with their families, and people who work or live
far from their families often go back to their hometown for New Year's.

The time around New Year's Day is a time for many "firsts." It's customary to visit a shrine
ortemple for hatsu-mode, the first shrine/temple visit of the year, although many people
go at some point during the first week of the new year instead of on New Year's Day.
Some people even go up to the mountains or drive to the coast so they can see the first
sunrise of the New Year, known as hatsu-hinode. The first dream you have once the New
Year starts is referred to as hatsu-yume, whose contents are traditionally said to foretell
the dreamer's luck in the ensuing year.




Many different types of special foods are eaten on New Year's Day or on the surrounding
days. The most famous is known as O-sechi, a variety of traditional Japanese New Year
cuisine that has been around since the Heian Period (794-1185). Many families prepare
their own o-sechi at home, but many families also buy pre-made o-sechi from a
supermarket or a department store. Each dish in o-sechi has its own special meaning. Here
are some examples:

1. kinton (M), "sweet potato and chestnut," symbolizes wealth.

2, kazunoko XM, "salted herring roe," symbolizes a wish to have more children
in the New Year. kazu ) means "number" and ko (%) means "child."

3. kuromame (BE), "sweet black beans," symbolize a wish for health in the New

Year. Mame, which means "bean," also has the meaning of "diligence" and
"health."

4. datemaki 1FHEZ), "a sweet omelet mixed with fish paste or mashed shrimp,"
symbolizes a wish for many auspicious days.

5, tai @), "sea bream," symbolizes an auspicious event.
6.  kobumaki (C/SNFEE), "rolled kelp with fish," symbolizes joy.

7. tazukuri (EHYED), "small, dried sardines cooked in soy sauce," symbolize an
abundant harvest.

While not a part of o-sechi, the Japanese also eat 0-zoni (H¥2), a soup containing

mochi rice cakes, around New Year's. In the eastern part of Japan, the soup of 0-zéniis
usually clear, and in the western part of Japan, miso soup is more common.

On New Year's Day, there is a custom of parents and relatives giving money to their
children. The money they give is known as o-toshidama, and in most cases, they place it in
special little envelopes called o-toshidama bukuro. Another custom is the act of sending
New Year's greeting postcards known as nengajo. This tradition is similar to the act of
giving Christmas cards in the West, although nengajé have no religious significance. The
Japanese often decorate nengajo with the present year's Chinese zodiac sign. The
Chinese zodiac has a cycle of twelve years, each of which is represented by an animal. The
post office stocks all of the nengajé mailed in late December and delivers them all at
once on January 1st. Unlike Christmas cards, which can be mailed early, nengajo shouldn't
arrive before New Year's Day.
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All About Japanese Pop Culture

Japanis a country rich in pop culture that has started to gain recognition and popularity
throughout the world. As popular culture changes quickly and drastically, we focus this
lesson on the most recent pop culture. Please keep in mind that we wrote this lesson in
20009.

Popular Music
You might be surprised to learn that Japan boasts the second largest music industry in
the world after the United States. Pop music is especially popularin Japan, although you
can find all sorts of music in Japan done by Japanese artists, including rock, rap, hip-hop,
reggae, and more.

Two groups in Japan that have enjoyed long-standing success are Dreams Come True
and Southern All Stars. Dreams Come True is a duo made up of a vocalist and a bassist
that has been around for over twenty years and spawned dozens of hit songs. Southern
All Stars is composed of five members, two of which are husband and wife. They have
enjoyed success with numerous top-ten singles and sixteen number one albums.

When it comes to female pop acts, three big names come to mind: Ayumi Hamasaki,
Namie Amuro, and Hikaru Utada. Ayumi Hamasaki broke into the Japanese music scene
with million-selling albums in the late '90s and has remained a huge seller ever since. Her
musical style as well as fashion style seem to change with every record she releases, and
many view her as a fashion leader, with many young girls copying her style. Namie Amuro
became populararound the same time in the '90s as Ayumi Hamasaki. Namie Amuro is
known not only for her strong singing voice, but also for her fast, high-energy dance
moves that she pulls off while singing. Hikaru Utada debuted in Japanin 1999 when she
was fifteen years old. Raised in both Japan and the United States, Utada is bilingual in
both English and Japanese, and she records songs in both languages. Her debut album,
First Love, is the highest-selling album in Japanese history, selling over seven million copies
in Japan alone.

When it comes to male pop acts, a majority of them come from a talent agency known
as Johnny's Entertainment, which trains and promotes male idol groups in Japan.
Members of groups that belong to Johnny's Entertainment are known for being able to
not only sing but also dance and act, making them well-rounded performers. Among the
most well-known groups are SMAP, V6, Arashi, and Kinki Kids, with SMAP being the most
recognizable. All five members of SMAP have become huge celebrities in their own rights,
hosting theirown TV and radio shows, regularly appearing in advertisements, and acting
in numerous television shows and movies.

Popular Movies
Both imported Hollywood movies and domestic Japanese movies enjoy great popularity
in Japan. Hollywood blockbusters such as Pirates of the Caribbean, the Harry Potter series,
and the Spiderman series drew millions of moviegoers to theaters around the country.
Recently, however, the popularity of domestic Japanese movies has been on the rise, with
the annual box-office revenue for domestic movies hitting an all-time high in 2008.

Of the top Japanese films of 2008, the highest-grossing title was the animation film
Gake no Ue no Ponyo ("Ponyo on the Cliff by the Sea"), which world-renowned animator
Hayao Miyazaki directed. Hayao Miyazaki is very well-known not only in Japan but
throughout the world for his collection of animated masterpieces he makes through his



production company Studio Ghibli. Some of his famous works include films such as My
Neighbor Totoro, Kiki's Delivery Service, Princess Mononoke, and Spirited Away, which was
the first anime film to win an Academy Award.

PopularTelevision

When it comes to Japanese television, some of the most popular genres are ones you
won't often see abroad. This is especially true of the variety genre. Variety shows, true to
their name, feature a variety of different content - cooking segments, comedy segments,
skits, and quizzes are just some of what you'll find on a typical Japanese variety show.
Variety shows often feature a large panel of currently popular celebrities and sometimes
a studio audience.

Quiz shows that feature contestants (who are almost always celebrities) answering
guestions on numerous subjects, such as science, history, math, the Japanese language,
pop culture, and so on, also enjoy great popularity. Reality shows that have experienced a
surge in popularity in the West are almost nonexistent.

Japanese dramas are also very popularamong Japanese people of all ages. Japanese
dramas follow a quarter system, which means a majority of dramas only run for one
season for an average of ten to twelve episodes. Unlike in the West, once a drama
finishes its initial run, it ends for good. Exceptionally popular dramas may come back for a
second season or more, but this is not common. Many current dramas running in Japan are
adaptations of popular movies, comics, or animated shows. At the same time, foreign-
made dramas enjoy their fair share of popularity. Television networks broadcast titles such
as 24, Prison Break, Lost, and Heroes, and they are widely available for rental at video
stores around the country.

Popular Foreigners in Japan
There are many recognizable foreigners in Japan. Alongside the major movie stars and
celebrities known all over the world are a handful of foreigners widely known in Japan yet
virtually unknown in their home country.

One foreigner who has recently become a big hit in Japan goes by the name of Jero. His
real name is Jerome White, Jr., and he is an African-American singer who was born and
raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He has gained popularity singing enka, a traditional
type of pop music that is especially popularamong older people. The unique
combination of Jero's background and age (twenty-six at the time of his debut) and the
traditional Japanese music that he sings has drawn a lot of attention from the Japanese
public and media.

In recent years, Japan has experienced a boom in the popularity of Korean
entertainment, known as hanryd. It all started with the wildly popular Korean drama Fuyu
no Sonata, which aired on NHK, Nippon Hos6 Kybkai, the Japan Broadcasting Corporation,
in 2004 . This drama started a Korean entertainment phenomenon and made big stars out
of the two leading actors, Bae Yong Joon and Choi Ji Woo. This has lead to an influx of
Korean entertainers in Japan, such as chart-topping boy band Tohoshinki, male solo
artist Ryu Siwon, and many more.

Foreigners have also made an impact in the world of Japanese sports. Two notable
examplesin the sumo world are Kotooshu (from Bulgaria) and Asashoryu (from
Mongolia). Both have drawn a lot of attention as foreigners who participate in the
traditional sport of sumo.

PopularJapanese Men/Women Abroad



Quite a few Japanese people have made a name for themselves abroad in the worlds of
entertainment, literature, and fashion.

Actor Ken Watanabe became a recognized name afterappearing alongside Tom Cruise
in the 2003 war film The Last Samurai. Takeshi Kitano gained worldwide attention as a
filmmaker with the extraordinary success Hanabi, a film that went on to win numerous
international awards.

Author Haruki Murakami is one of the most recognized names when it comes to
contemporary Japanese literature. His works have been translated into thirty-four
languages, and his stories have earned him acclaim and several awards, including the
Yomiuri Prize and the Franz Kafka Prize.

Issey Miyake is the most well-known Japanese designerin the world, and he is
considered the first Asian designer to gain worldwide recognition. Born in Hiroshima in
1938, he established the Miyake Design Studio in 1970 and started showing his clothing
lines at the Paris collections in 1973. He is known for his designs that combine textile
deigns of the East with production methods and modern technology of the West. Today,
you can purchase Issey Miyake's designs all around the world.

Popular Sports Figures
Baseball is arguably the most popularsport in Japan. The United States introduced
baseball, or yakyu, as the Japanese know it, during the early Meiji Period. One of the most
popular names of the Japanese baseball world both in Japan and abroad is Ichiro Suzuki.
Ichiro Suzuki joined the Seattle Mariners in 2000, a move that many watched with great
interest, as he was the first Japanese position player to play reqularly for a Major League
Baseball team. Other familiar names in baseball include Hideki Matsui, who plays for the
New York Yankees, and Daisuke Matsuzaka, who plays for the Boston Red Sox.

In the figure skating world, Shizuka Arakawa made headlines when she received a gold
medal in the 2006 Winter Olympics, a first in the event for a Japanese skater. These days
a lot of global attention is on Mao Asada, who currently ranks third in the world in the
International Skating Union World Standings for women.
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The Focus of This Lesson is the Top Five Tools forLearning Japanese

The focus of this lesson is to suggest the top five useful tools you can use to learn
Japanese.

Some great tools to aid you in your Japanese studies include the following:

1. Rikaichan

Rikaichan is a popup dictionary extension for the Firefox Internet browser that translates
Japanese into English, German, French, or Russian. With this extension installed, you can
easily look up the meaning of Japanese words that show up on webpages by simply
hovering the cursor over the word. A box will instantly pop up with the reading and
definition of the word. Rikaichan is very easy to use and is a must when navigating
Japanese webpages.

Link: Rikaichan website: http://www.polarcloud.com/rikaichan/

2. Rikaichan Kanji Dictionary

Rikaichan not only translates words, but also gives you detailed information on kanji.
Hover the cursor over any kanji, whether it is part of a compound or by itself, and press the
Shift or Enter key to toggle between the word, kanji, and name dictionaries. The kanji
dictionary gives detailed information that include the kanji's meaning, all possible
readings, radicals that make up the kanji, number of strokes, and more. This kanji
dictionary is a part of the Rikaichan add-on mentioned above, so there's no need fora
separate program.

Link: Rikaichan website: http://www.polarcloud.com/rikaichan/

3. Eijiro Dictionary

Eijiro is an English-Japanese/Japanese-English dictionary with an extensive database of
translations and sample sentences. A group of professional translators put it together and
continue to update it reqularly. As a result, Eijiro contains a huge number of difficult and
obscure terms, colloqguial expressions, and technical terms. You can buy Eijiro online at the
ALC Online Shop website in the form of a CD-R or a downloadable dictionary file, and a
free online version of Eijiro is available through the SpaceALC Japanese website portal.

Links: ALC Online Shop: http://shop.alc.co.jp/top/

SpaceALC (free onine version of Eijiro): http://www.alc.co.jp/

4 . Anki

Ankiis a flashcard program that lets you review vocabulary, kanji, or both! This program
is based on a theory called spaced repetition, which means it presents the learner with
flashcards at certain calculated intervals. This system is based on research that shows that
when you repeat new material to learn it, the interval at which you repeat it makes a big
difference. The flashcard system in Anki is very flexible and customizable, making it a
great tool for learning and retaining vocabulary and kanji.

Link: Anki website: http://ichi2.net/anki/index.html

5.Lang-8

Lang-8 is a Social Networking Service (SNS) created for the purpose of language
exchange and international communication. Once you register, which is free, you can
write a journal entry in the language you are studying, and other users who are native
speakers of that language can correct your entry. In turn, you can also correct the journal



entries of those who are studying your native language. Many people studying Japanese
use Lang-8 to have native speakers correct their journal entries written in Japanese. Even
if you are just getting started with Japanese, this is a good way to practice reading and
writing in Japanese as well as receive valuable feedback!

Link: Lang-8: http://www.lang-8.com/
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The Focus of This Lesson is the Top 5 Classroom Phrases in Japanese

In this lesson, we'll teach you the top five useful classroom phrases in Japanese, and then
some!
1."Please sayit."/ "Please repeat."

Itte kudasai (B D T<L T2 L)) means "please say it." As a variation, you might also hear
ripito shite kudasai (') E— kUL T 22 L)), which means "please repeat (after me),"

when teachers want you to repeat exactly what they have said.
2."Please look."

Mite kudasai (BT <122 L)) means "please look," and when an object comes before the
phrase, it means "please look at (object). Forexample, howaito bdédo, mite kudasai ("2

1 R—R. BTLIZEE L) means "please look at the whiteboard",

3. "Please read."

Yonde kudasai GEA CT< 22 L)) means "please read."

You can expect to hear this phrase if a teacher wants you to practice reading some word,
phrase, or passage. For example, tekisuto, yonde kudasai (F X . StATLEZE W)

means "please read your textbook".
4 ."Please write it."

Kaite kudasai &L\ TL 22 0L)) means "please write it.".

Teachers may use this phrase when they want you to practice writing some hiragana,
katakana, or even kanji!
5."Do you understand?”

The most direct translation is wakarimasu ka? ((3HD\D X I H\ ?).
Other variations Japanese teachers often use include daijobu desu ka? (KK TIH\?)

and ii desu ka? (LW\L\'C I H\?), which both literally translate to "Is it/everything okay?"
Teachers often use these questions to confirm understanding. If teachers want to ask
whether there are any questions, they might also ask shitsumon arimasu ka? (BEd& D E

g H\?), which means "Are there any questions?"
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The Focus of This Lesson is the Top Five Phrases Your Teacher Will Never Teach You

The focus of this lesson is teaching you some very common Japanese expressions you
might not learn from a Japanese teacher.

1.Sugoi (9 L))

Sugoiis an adjective meaning "wow," "amazing," or "great." This word is commonly
heard and is often used when one hears or sees something interesting or unusual.

2.Baka (/i7)

Baka is a noun meaning "idiot" or "fool." When used as baka na (/\117%), it becomes an
adjective meaning "stupid." This word can either be insulting or playful depending on
how it is used. When used in a serious manner, it can come across as a strong insult, soit's
better to exercise caution with this word. When used as a joke among friends, it can come
off as playful.

3.Uso(DE!)

Uso literally means "lie," but when used as an exclamation, it corresponds to "No way!" or
"Really!?" in English. If someone says this in response to something you have said, don't
worry—they're not calling you a liar, but rather expressing surprise or disbelief.

4 . Words used by young people:
Cho (i8)
Ché is a slangy adverb that usually comes before adjectives to emphasize them, making

this word the equivalent of "very," "so," or "really." For example, muzukashii means

"difficult," so ché muzukashii would mean "really difficult," or "so difficult."

Yabai (X2 (£ L)

Yabaiis a very slangy word that has a few different meanings. When used as an
exclamation (yabail), it usually indicates that something is wrong and roughly means "oh
no!" or "shoot!" When used to describe something, it can have both a good meaning and
a bad meaning depending on the context. For example, Kono eiga wa yabai! ("This movie
is yabai!") could either mean that the movie was great or that it was bad.

Maji (¥ )

Maji is similar to chd in that it often comes before adjectives to emphasize them. When
used as maji de?! (¥ T?1), it becomes an exclamation meaning "Really?!" or "Are you
serious?!"

Sugé (9 [F—)

Sugé€ is a colloqguial version of the above-mentioned sugoi. In young people's speech (and
particularly in young male speech), the "-0i" and "-ai" word endings turn into an "eh"
sound.

5. Aizuchi
Aizuchi are frequent interjections listeners make during a Japanese conversation that
show the listeneris paying attention to and understanding the speaker. Some common
ones include:

S6so6/Dayone~(Z>F>/]/2kRA~)



"“Yeah" or "l know~" (expressing agreement)
Unun(DADA)
"Okay" or "Yeah". Sometimes used just to show that you are listening.
He (~\z—)
"Whoa!" or "Oh!" This is often used to show that you are impressed or that you didn't
know something.



-—”‘c, JapanesePod101.com

LESSON NOTES

AllAbout #14
Top 5 Tips for Avoiding Common
Mistakesin Japanese

CONTENTS

2  Grammar

+ 14

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is the Top Five Tips for Avoiding Common Mistakes in
Japanese

In this lesson, we'll offer tips to help you overcome some common errors that learners of
Japanese make.

Tip #1:
Don‘t Attach -san to Your Own Name!

One of the first things English speakers learn in Japanese is name suffixes used when
addressing other people. The most common one is -san, which we attach to people's first
or last names to show respect. We learn that someone whose last name is Tanaka is
always referred to as Tanaka-san, someone whose last name is Saito becomes Saito-san,
and so on.

In a classroom setting, teachers refer to students using -san as well, such as John-san, or
Sarah-san. When it comes time to introduce themselves, it is common for students to slip-
up and refer to themselves with -san attached to their names. Because we use -san to
show respect for others, you should never use it to refer to yourself.

Correct:

OFFTavTT,

(Watashi wa John desu.)

“I'm John."

Incorrect:

xFhITaVETATYT,
(Watashi wa John-san desu.)

Tip #2:
Watch Your Politeness Level!

One of the unique aspects of Japanese is the varying politeness levels that change
according to a number of factors: age and status of the speaker and listener, the
speaker's relationship with the listener, and so on. Learners of Japanese are generally
taught the formal speech style first, followed by a more casual, informal speech style. It is
important torememberto speak formally to one's teachers, elders, and anyone else who
follows under the category of senpai, those who are of higher status. Learners who learn
the informal speech style first, or who spend a lot of time speaking informally with
friends, might have trouble switching back to formal speech.

Correct usage to a superior:

ORBRCIEA. BRZLIZH?

(Hiru go-han, tabemashita ka?)

"Did you eat lunch?" (formal)

Incorrect usage to a superior:

xBClEA. BRIZ?
(Hiru go-han, tabeta?)
"Did you eat lunch?" (informal)



Tip #3:

Watch Your Gender!

In the Japanese language, the speaker's gender plays an important role in determining
word choice, tone of voice, and the types of expressions used. Non-native male speakers
in particular should be careful about the kind of language and intonation they pick up
from female teachers as well as female friends or girlfriends. We recommend that you

listen to both males and females speak Japanese so you can grasp the subtle differences
between male and female speech.

Tip #4:

Learn YourLong Vowels Now!

In Japanese, there is a big distinction between long vowels and short vowels. In fact, the
distinction is so big that the length of a vowel can change the meaning of a word! Simply
mistaking the length of a vowel can result in a misunderstanding, which is why it is
important to pay attention to long vowels as you learn new Japanese vocabulary.

ME vs. I—R
(kado) (kaado)

"corner" "card"

ETLET W vs. BLTLEZEW

(Kite kudasai) (Kiite kudasai)
"Please come" "Please listen"

Tip #5:
Watch Out for Similar Sounding Words!

Because there are a relatively small number of possible sounds in Japanese, many words
are exactly the same or almost the same but with different meanings. As a beginnerin
Japanese, it can be easy to mix up similar sounding words.

Some infamous examples include:

kirei (Z1LL)), meaning "pretty" vs. kirai (& 50)), meaning "hated"
kawaii (VD L)), meaning "cute" vs. kowai (C40)), meaning "scary"
hiroi (O3 L)), meaning "spacious" vs. hidoi (O"& L)), meaning "terrible"
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The Focus of This Lesson is The Best Japanese Phrases - Learn YourJapanese
Teacher's Favorite Phrases

1.s6ieba (F > WVWZI(F)

This phrase means "speaking of which" or "now that you mention it, and you use it when
you are reminded of something and want to talk about it. Forexample, let's say your
friend is talking about party A that took place last week, and that reminds you of party B
coming up next week. You can change the subject to party B by saying so ieba, "speaking
of parties," and start talking about it. Using so jieba is a natural way to segue into
something related to the conversation at hand.

2. toriaezu (D H X )

Toriaezu (£D & 2 ) is a handy phrase that means, "in the meantime" or "for now." You

can use it to talk about some kind of action you take or decision you make "in the
meantime" because for now, you feel like it's better than doing nothing. For example, if
you don't know what to order at a restaurant, but at least you know what you want to

drink, you can order your drinks using toriaezu; toriaezu biru (£ D & X FE—JL), which
means, "I'll have a beer for now." The "while we're trying to decide" part isimplied.

3.ryokaidesu (THETC )

RyOkaiis a word that means "comprehension” or "consent." It is often used as an
exclamation in the following ways: by itself (ryokai!), with the copula desu (ryokai desu!),
and with the past tense verb shimashita (rydkai shimashita!). These are all used to show
that you have understood and will comply with what someone has told you. The literal
meaning of all of these variations is very close to "roger!" or "ten-four!" in English, but
they can be used in a variety of formal and informal situations.

4. tekito ni GE 4 ()
Tekitd GBEX) is an adjective that literally means "suitable" or "relevant." When the

particle ni (IC) is added, however, it becomes an adverb. When used as an adverb to

describe an action, the original meaning was that the action was done properly, but
recently it has started to mean that the action was done "half-heartedly" or "without
much care."

Example sentences
Tekitd ni benkyd shimashita. (B (CfAE L E LTz, ) - "Istudied half-heartedly."

Tekitoé ni chimon shite. B I(C3EX LT, ) - "I'll leave it to you to order/Just order
whatever."



5. tashika ni (FEH\(C)

The phrase tashika ni BEDMCI) is often used as aizuchi, a type of word that was
introduced in All About Japanese No.13. Aizuchi are interjections that we say in response
to someone who is speaking. When you use tashika ni after something that someone has
said, it means that you agree with them on that point, even if you don't agree with them

on other things. In this way, it's very similar to the phrases "true," "indeed," or "for sure!" in
English.
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Japanese Pronunciation Series #1 - Basic 46 Sounds

In this lesson, we will introduce you to the vowels and some of the syllables that make up the
Japanese language.

Introduction

Before we get into the pronunciation, let's first review how Japanese sounds work. Japanese
has a relatively small set of sounds compared with other languages, with only fourteen
consonants (k, s, t,n, h, m,y, r,w, g, z, d, b, and p) and 5 vowels (a, e, i, 0, and u). In
Japanese, there are no such words as the English word "strength,” which has clusters of
three or more consonants. Japanese is made up of syllables, which are made up of a
consonant and a vowel. The only exceptions are the vowels and the "n" sound, which stands
alone.

Vowels

First we will go over Japanese vowels, which is one of the easiest areas of pronunciation.
English has the same five vowels as Japanese (a, €, i, 0, and u), but if you consider all of the
ways you can pronounce English vowels, you end up with twenty different sounds! In
Japanese, the sounds that the vowels make do not change. They sound very similar to the
vowels found in Spanish or Italian. Let's take a look at them:

a - pronounced "ah," like the "a" in "father"

e - pronounced "eh," like the "e" in "net"

i - pronounced "ee," like the "ee" in "meet"*

0 - pronounced "oh," like the first part of the "0" sound in "so"

u - pronounced "00," like the "00" in "mood," but with the lips less rounded*

*Devoicing

There is one small exception for the pronunciations of "i" and "u" that we will call devoicing.
That means that they become almost "whispered.” This happens when these vowels come
between two of the voiceless consonants: p, t, k, s, or h. For example, in words like shika
("deer") and hiku ("to pull"), the "i" sound is almost inaudible. This regularly occurs at the
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ends of the grammatical endings desu and masu as well, which are pronounced [dess] and
[mahs], respectively.

Consonants

As we mentioned before, Japanese has the following set of fourteen consonants: k, s, t, n, h,
m,y, r,w,d,z d, b, and p. Each one is paired with a vowel to create a syllable. In this
lesson, we will cover consonants "k" through "w."

KA Kl KU KE KO
L] [] L] L] []

We pronounce the "k" syllables the same as in English.

SA | SHI SuU SE SO
L] [] L] L] []

Note how si becomes shi. We pronounce the "s" syllables the same as in English.

TA CHI | TSU | TE TO
L] [] L] L] []

Note how ti becomes chi and tu becomes tsu. We pronounce most "t" syllables the same as
in English, with the exception of tsu. While this sound does exist in English, it never comes at
the beginning of a word as it often does in Japanese. This sound is the same as the "ts" in the
word "cats.” Try saying "cats" without the "ca" to make this sound.

NA NI NU NE NO
(] [] L] (] []

We pronounce the "n" syllables the same as in English.

HA HI FU HE HO
L] [] L] L] []

Note how hu becomes fu. We pronounce most "h" syllables the same as in English, with the
exception of fu. The "f* sound in Japanese is a lot lighter than in English. When making this
sound, blow air between the lips, and not between the lips and teeth. Imagine this sound as
being a combination of both "h" and "f."

We pronounce the characters [J and [J as "wa" and "e" when used as particles. Refer to the
paragraph below for more information.
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MA Mi MU ME MO
(] [] [] (] []

We pronounce the "m" syllables the same as in English.

YA YU YO
[] (] L]

We pronounce the "y" syllables the same as in English. Note that there are no "yi" and "ye"
sounds in modern Japanese.

RA RI RU RE RO
L] [] L] L] []

When you make an "r" sound in English, you roll your tongue, but it doesn't touch the roof of
your mouth. In Japanese, however, you lightly tap the roof of your mouth with your tongue to
create an "r" sound. It is similar to a rolling "r," except that it is only done once. It might be
easier to make this sound if you think of it like making a light "d" sound. For example, to
correctly pronounce the Japanese name Eri, try saying the name "Eddy" quickly and you will

get a sound that comes very close to the Japanese "r."

WA WO
[] L]

We pronounce the "w" in wa the same as in English, but we pronounce wo simply as "0" in
Japanese.

N
L]

The pronunciation of the "n" changes slightly depending on what kind of sound comes after it.
Before "b," "p," and "m," it sounds more like an "m," as in shimbun ("newspaper"). Before "k"
or "g," it sounds like "ng," as in genki ("energetic"). However, these differences are so slight
that most Japanese people aren't even aware of them, so do not worry too much about trying
to remember these rules. These sound changes occur naturally as you pronounce these
words, but if you pronounce them a bit differently, people will still understand you.
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Pronunciation of Particles
There are a few exceptions when it comes to pronunciation that are important to remember.

The topic particle wa and direction particle e are written using characters that are different
from their pronunciation.

Particle Written as... Pronounced as...

Topic Particle "wa" 1 (literally, "ha™) O (wa)

Direction Particle "e" 1 (literally, "he™) 1 (e)




JapanesePod101.com
: &,

Learn Japanese with FREE Podcasts

Pronunciation
Additiona 23 sounds

Grammar Points




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Grammar Points

Japanese Pronunciation Series #2 - 23 Additional Sounds

In this lesson, we will introduce you to the rest of the syllables that make up the Japanese
language.

Consonants Continued

In this lesson, we'll cover the rest of the consonant + vowel combinations that make up the
Japanese sounds. The hiragana symbols we use to portray these sounds are not actually
new - they are the same as the ones from the last lesson, only this time we have added a
symbol that looks like a double quote, which we call tenten] [1[1, to create a set of different
sounds. In the case of the "P" syllables, we have added a circle mark called marul] [J1[].

The "K" row becomes "G"

GA Gl GU GE GO
L] [] L] L] []

We pronounce the "g" syllables the same as in English.

The "S" row becomes "Z"

ZA Ji ZU ZE Z0
L] [] L] L] []

Note how zi becomes ji. We pronounce the "z" syllables the same as in English.

The "T" row becomes "D"

DA Ji ZU DE DO
L] [] L] L] []

Note how di becomes ji and du becomes zu.* We pronounce the "d" syllables the same as in
English.
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The "H" row becomes "B" when adding a tenten[] [1[]

BA Bl BU BE BO
L] [] L] L] []

We pronounce the "b" syllables the same as in English.

The "H" row becomes "P" when adding a marul]l (1]

PA Pl PU PE PO
L] [] L] L] []

We pronounce the "p" syllables the same as in English.
*There are ji and zu sounds in both the "Z" row and the "D" row. We pronounce them the

same, but [1 and [ (from the "Z" row) are considered standard, and although 1 and [ (from
the "D" row) still show up in a handful of everyday words, they are not as common.

"New" Katakana Sounds

Because the range of syllables (spoken and written) in Japanese is limited, we cannot
properly render many foreign sounds in Japanese, so we are unable to make distinctions
between certain sets of sounds; for example, "r* and "I', and "s" and "th". The addition of
"new" katakana characters has made it possible to represent new sounds into Japanese.
Here, we'll go over a few of the more common ones.

FA Fl FE FO
LI0] LI LI 10

Example words:

OO fairu (Mfile™)

O OO0 Finrando ("Finland™) O
OO0 Santa fe ("Santa Fe™)
OO0 aifon ("iPhone™)

VA Vi VU VE VO
o0 ) 0l [] o0 ) 0l
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Example words:

OO0 vaiorin (Mviolin®)

OO0 O Vikutoria (MVictoria™ (name))
OO0 deja vu ("déja vu™)

OO0 Rasu Vegasu ("Las Vegas™)

Tl TU
L1000 LI

Pronounced in English as "tee" and "too."

Example word:
OOOO0 pati ("party™)

DI DU
LI LI

Pronounced in English as "dee" and "doo."

Example word:
OO0 comed ("comedy™)

TYU DYU
107 L0

Pronounced in English as "tyu" and "dyu."

Example word:
OO0 dyuetto ("duet')
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Japanese Pronunciation Series #3 - 33 Combination Sounds

Combination Sounds

In this lesson, we will introduce you to thirty-three combination sounds made using small ya,

yu, and yo.

Combination sounds are the syllables you get when you combine a full-sized character with a
small ya, yu, or yo. The full-sized character is from the second row of the hiragana chart

(characters with "i").

KYA

KYU

KYO

L0

LI0]

L10]

Example words:

00 kyaku ( "customer™)
OO0 kya ("nine™)
OO0 kyoka ( "permission”)

SHA

SHU

SHO

]

L0

L10]

Example words:

OOO0O shakai ("society™)

OO0 shumi ("hobby")
OO0 shokuji ("meal™)

CHA

CHU

CHO

LI

LI

LI

Example words:
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OO chairo ("brown™)
OOOO0O00 chunchun ("chirp chirp”)
OO0 chokusetsu ("direct”)

NYA NYU NYO
C10] L0 10

Example words:

OO0 O0 gunyagunya ("crooked™)
OOOOO0 Nyayoku ("New York™)
OOOO0O0O nyoronyoro ("slither™)

HYA HYU HYO
107 L0 1[0

Example words:

OO0 hyaku ("one hundred")

OO OO0 Hydsuton ("Houston (Texas))”
OO0 hyo ("hail™)

MYA MYU MYO
LI LI LI

Example words:

OO0 myaku ("pulse™)
OOOO0O0 mydjikku ("music™)
OO myoji (“family name™)

RYA RYU RYO
LI LI LI

Example words:
OO ryaku ("abbreviation™)
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OO0 rya ("dragon”)
OO miryoku ("charm™)

GYA GYU GYO
L1000 LI LI

Example words:

LU gyagu ("gag” (joke))
OO0 wagya ("Japanese beef”)
OO0 kingyo ("goldfish™)

JA JU JO
L10] LI LI

We write these sounds as ja, ju, and jo using the Hepburn romanization system, instead of jya
, jyu, and jyo.

Example words:

OO0 jazu (Mjazz"™)

OOOO0Ojunsui (M"pure™)

OO0 jodan ("joke™)

BYA BYU BYO
L0 [H]E LI0]

Example words:

OOOO0O san-byaku ("three hundred™)
OOO0 debyd ("debut")

OO0 byoki (Millness™)

PYA PYU PYO
L0 [H]E LI0]

Example words:
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OOO0O00 ha-ppyaku ( "eight hundred™)
OO0 pyua ("pure™)
OOO0O000 pyonpyon ("hop hop')
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Japanese Pronunciation Series #4 - Double consonants

In this lesson, we will introduce you to double consonants and show how they differ from
single consonants.

Double Consonants

An important concept in Japanese pronunciation is double consonants, which can show up in
the middle of a word (but not in the beginning). These double consonant clusters (kk, ss, tt,
cc, etc.) differ from single consonants (k, s, t, ¢, etc.) in that it takes twice the amount of time
to produce them. Think about the word "bookkeeper” in English. We almost pause in the
middle as we take extra time to pronounce the double consonant cluster "kk." This is also
how it works in Japanese. Whether a consonant is double or not can change the meaning of

the word, making double consonants an important concept to learn. Compare the following
examples:

Japanese Translation Japanese Translation
I (kako) "past” OO0 (kakko)  |"brackets”
1T (nishi) "west" O (nisshi) "daily report"
110 (supai) "spy" OO (suppai) ["sour”

OO (kata) "shoulder” OO0 (katta) "won"

10T (kite) "come” OO (kitte) "cut"

0 (asari) "clam" OO0 (assari) |"plain®

CIT (ichi) "one" OO (icchi) "accordance"

In some instances, the Japanese language uses a double "n." We hold this "n" sound for
twice as long. Look at the following examples:

OO 0(on'na) "woman", "women"
OO (zan'nen) "regret”, "unfortunate”
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In some cases, the word meaning changes (as in the examples above) depending on
whether there is one "n" or two:

I (konna)  ['this  kind of" (17 (kona) ‘flour”
000 (honne)  ['true feelings” |C10J (hone) 'bone”

Pronunciation of "n" ()

Let's take a look at the pronunciation of the stand-alone "n" syllable. The pronunciation of this
"n" changes slightly depending on what kind of sound comes after it. Before "b", "p", and "m",
it sounds more like an "m" as in shimbun ("newspaper"). Before "k" or "g", it sounds like "ng",
as in genki ("energetic"). However, these differences are so slight that most Japanese people
aren't even aware of them, so do not worry too much about trying to remember these rules.
These sound changes occur naturally as you pronounce these words, but if you pronounce
them a bit differently, people will still understand you.

When "n" comes | The "n" sound Example word Sounds like...
before... changes to...
b/p/m - m miminin shimbun
shinbun

"newspaper"

k/g - ng oo gengki
genki
"energetic"
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Japanese Pronunciation Series #5 - Long vowels

The focus of this lesson is to introduce you to long vowels and explain how they differ from
short vowels.

Long Vowels vs. Short Vowels

The concept of long and short vowel sounds is an important concept to understand when
learning Japanese pronunciation. In Japanese, vowels can be lengthened, and there is a
very distinct difference between long and short vowels. Note that in this lesson, a macron
(small horizontal line over a vowel) denotes a long vowel that we hold for twice as long as a
regular vowel.

Double vowels Sounds like...
and vowel pairs

1] aa 0 ahh
OO 0 ee

O uu O ooh
1] ee 0 ehh
OO ei

1] oo (0 ohh
L1 ou

In many cases, whether the vowel is long or short will determine the meaning of the word.
Let's illustrate this with some examples:

O oOod
kado kado
‘corner” "card"

In the case of kado ("card"), we hold the "a" sound for approximately twice as long as the "a"
sound in kado ("corner”). As you can see, the meaning is very different depending on whether
the vowel is long or short! Let's look at a few more examples:
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OOodn OOoOodn
0-ba-san 0-ba-san
‘aunt” "grandmother”
oo oo

0-ji-san 0-ji-san
"uncle” "grandfather”
] OO

kutsu kutst

'shoes” "pain”

o0 OO

ego eigo

'ego” "English”

] OO

toru toru

'to take" "to pass through"

As you can see in the first chart above, the vowel combinations of "ei" and "ou" sound like "&"

and "0," respectively.

More examples:

Japanese Romaji Translation [Sounds like...

oo sensel 'teacher” oo
sensé

OO doumo ‘Thanks." 10 domo

Podcasts

In the first word sensei, the combination of "e" + "i" sounds just a long "e" vowel. In the
second word mo, we have a combination of "0" + "u," but what we hear is only the "0" sound
lengthened. We don't hear the "u" that comes at the end.
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Kanji G,r\arlrjmalr .Po-in.ti
cuitdiar 1 IDIUI 18
ooaoano OoooooOand
OOoocdd OOooOooooodnn
ooaoano Ooooooooand
OOoocdd OO nomd
ooaoano oa?
OOoocdd [
ooaoano Oooooooooooooad
OOoocdd OooOoOogonoon
Ooooooooand
OO0 OOoooodnn
aooaono Oooooooooood
Kana
OoooooOo ooooooad
NI OOooOoOoOoooodnn
Oodooooo oooooooooooaad
NI OOooOoOodonodn
I 0 0 0
NI i
Ooooooo ooooooooooooooaad
NI OOOoOoOooOodnn
Oooooooooooooad
OO0OOddn oboOodgonodd
aooaond OoooooooooOoand

Formal Romanization

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri
Honda Daisuke
Ashuri
Honda Daisuke
Ashuri

Ashuri-san?
Honda-kun.Konnichiwa.
Shuppatsu wa ashita desu ka.
lie. Kyo desu.

Kyo?

Hai.

\l
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Honda Daisuke A, Nylyoku wa asa desu ka.
Ashuri Hai. Ima, yo-ji desu.
Shuppatsu wa jaichi-ji desu.
Honda Daisuke Ja, yoi tabi o.
Ashuri Hai. ja, mata, ato de.
English
Daisuke Honda  Ashley?
Ashley Honda-kun! Hello!
Daisuke Honda Is your departure tomorrow?
Ashley No, it's today.
Daisuke Honda  Today?
Ashley Yes.
Daisuke Honda  Oh, is it morning in New York?
Ashley Yes. Right now, it's 4 o'clock.
My departure is at 11.
Daisuke Honda  Okay, have a nice trip!
Ashley Okay. Well, see you later!
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
1 N san polite name suffix,
similar to Mr. or Ms.
] 0 kun name suffix often used
for males younger or
of lower status than
you
OOoo0n OOooon Kon'nichi wa. Hello.
. Oooon shuppatsu departure
107 0 ashita tomorrow
O OO iie No.
1 o kyo today
1] 0 hai Yes.
OOOOoOon OOoOodono Nyt Yoku New York
[] 0 ima now
1 N yo-ji four o'clock
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] N asa morning
OO0 Oor OO0 OO Oor 10 jaldor ja well, well then, okay

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OOoOoOoooOo0ooooom Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a pilot.
Ooooooooond Hello, Mr. Tanaka.
Oodooooooodgan Hello. Nice to meet you.
OOoOoOooOoOadnd What time is the departure?
oooon See you tomorrow.
OO Dmd No, that's wrong.
OOooOooooOoOadn Today is Christmas.

AL DOOOoooooos bt A: Are you Mr. Tanaka? B: Yes.
OO oode] It's 1:00 in New York.
Oodoooon It's 11 o'clock now.

Oooon It's four o'clock.
Oodoooon It's four o'clock in the morning.
Ooooon See you later.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #1 - Where did you learn to speak Japanese like that?!
HIENIEnIEN
Ima, yo-ji desu.
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"Right now, it's 4:00."

In this lesson, you will:

Learn how to make simple [ A is B ] sentences

Learn how to make simple [ Is A B? ] questions

Learn how to respond to questions with "yes" and "no"

Learn how to correctly address people with name suffixes such as san (1)

[ Ais B ] - Affirmative sentences

Simple [ A'is B ] sentences follow the pattern of [ A wa B desu ]. Wa ([1) is a particle that
comes after the topic that the speaker is going to talk about, which is why wa () is often
called the topic marking particle. The copula desu (1) roughly corresponds to the English

verb "to be" and can mean "l am," "you are," "itis," and so on, depending on context.
Construction:

[AisB]=[AwaBdesu]

Examples:

Japanese Romaji 'English”
OOO00000o00o0n Ken wa pairotto desu. 'Ken is a pilot."
OOoOO0O0O00don Ken wa dansa desu. 'Ken is a dancer."

OO0OO0O0O0000000  [Shuppatsu wa kyo desu.  ['My departure is today." ("I
leave today.")

OO0O0000000000  Shuppatsu wa ashita '‘My departure is
desu. tomorrow." ("l leave
tomorrow.")

e Note that when we already understand the topic from context, we can leave it out of the
sentence completely. We saw this example in the dialog, where Ashley leaves the shuppatsu
wa ("departure™) part off of her answer because it's already understood:
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1. OO ootd
Honda Daisuke: Shuppatsu wa ashita desu ka?
Daisuke Honda: "Is your departure tomorrow?"
2. 0OOoO:O0oooooodn
Ashuri: lie. Ky0 desu.
Ashley: "No, it's today."

[Is AB?]- Yes/No Questions

Adding ka ([J) to the end of an affirmative sentence turns it into a question. The word order
does not change as it does in English.

Construction:

[Is A B?]=[AwaB desuka?]

Examples:
Japanese Romaji English
OO0000O00000ddcsShuppatsu wa kyo desu  ['ls your departure
ka. today?" ("Are you leaving
today?")
OO0O0O0O0O00000000Shuppatsu wa ashita desu ['ls your departure
ka. tomorrow?" ("Are you
leaving tomorrow?")

Responding with "Yes" and "No"

In the dialogue, we heard the words hai ([1[1) for "yes" and iie (C1C1J) for "no."

Japanese Romaji English
OO Hai 'Yes"
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(] lie I'No" |

Along with the meaning of "yes," hai (C1[1) also has the meanings of "okay" and "right." We
also use it to show that we are listening to or that we understand what someone is saying. It
does not always mean that you are giving an affirmative answer. For more information on this,
please see All About Japanese Lesson #5 (Top 5 Must Know Japanese Phrases).

Vocabulary Usage: Have a nice trip! and See you later!

0 O0OO00000([Ja, yoi tabi 0.] "Have a nice trip!™

Let's look at the components of this phrase. Ja ([l [J) means "well then", yoi (LI [1) means
"good", and tabi (1) means "trip or travel”. Yoi tabi o (C1C1C1) is a set phrase that means
"have a good trip", so Ja, yoi tabi o (U CI) can be translated as "Well then... have
a good trip!"

0 O0O000OOdon [Ja, mata, ato de.] "Okay. Well, see you later!”

Let's look at the components of this phrase. Mata ([1[1) means "again”, and ato de (1)
means "later" . This phrase literally means "Well then...later again”, with the "see you" part
inferred. This phrase can also be shortened to Ja mata ([(J[1[1[1) or Ja ato de (OO C),
or even just Ja (LJ[1) by itself, which can mean "See ya" or "Bye".

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some numbers being used when Ashley and Daisuke talked about
time. For more detailed information on numbers and how to tell time, please check the
following Appendix lessons: Numbers (Appendix #1) and Times: Hours/Minutes (Appendix
#2).

Cultural Insight

Addressing People with Name Suffixes
In the dialog, we heard two different name suffixes used when addressing people: -san and
-kun. Let's take a look at these and other name suffixes used to address people in Japanese.
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We can use these suffixes after first names, last names, or full names.

Often used towards customers. (very
formal)

Suffix Romaji Explanation Examples
-0 -san Similar to "Mr." or "Mrs." or "Ms." in ['Ashley-san”
English. (formal) 'Peter-san”
-0 -kun Usually used after the names of boys ['Honda-kun"
or young men that the speaker is
close with. Never used towards one's
superiors.
-0 -chan Usually used after the names of girls'Ashley-chan"
and young children. (informal)
-O00O00  |-sensei  |Used after the names of teachers, ['Naomi-sensei”
doctors, and other authority figures.
Can also be used on its own.
(formal)
-0 -sama Similar to san, but much more polite. ['Ashley-sama”

(as a customer)
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Formal Kanji

OOOomo (singing in Japanese)

NN oot

OOOomo (singing in Japanese)

NN Oooododoe

Ooood OOOoOOoooooOood

NN N 0 o
OOoOodon

Lot LOOOotmd

Ooooo OOOoOoooodod
Ooooododosoe

Ooood OOoOoooooooOod

NN oo, ouododoe
OOO0OoooooooOood

Lot NN

Ooooo OO

Lot HiENIENIEn

Ooooo o000 00O
OooodoooCL

Ooood OO

Formal Kana

OOOOO0O0 - (singing in Japanese)

o4 HiNNIEn

OOOOO0O0 - (singing in Japanese)

o4 Oooododoe

OO0O00ooo oOooooogooogood

o4 N O o
OOoodod

oo L..godoot

OOoooo OOOOooooooodg
OooododooooL

OO0O00o0oo Ooooooooogodgodno

o4 oo, ouododoed

HiEININEEE

Loooboogouoooooog

oo
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ooon

Hooooon
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Formal Romanization

Toyoda Ichird
Ashuri
Toyoda Ichird
Ashuri
Toyoda Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird

(singing in Japanese)

Sumimasen.

(singing in Japanese)

Ano, sumimasen.

A, sumimasen. Dozo.

Sumimasen. Arigatd gozaimasu.....
Konnichiwa.

... A, domo.

Watashi wa Ashuri desu.

D0Ozo yoroshiku o-negai shimasu.
A, boku wa Toyota Ichird desu.
Hai?... Toyo rai chi?

Namae, mo ichido o-negai shimasu.
To. yo. ta

Toyota

l. chi. ro. u

Ichiro...

Toyota Ichirg-san

Hai.

English

Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

(singing in Japanese)

Excuse me.

(singing in Japanese)

Um, excuse me...

Oh, sorry. Go ahead.

Thanks. Thank you very much. ...
Hello.



Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

Ichiro Toyota

JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Oh, hello.

I'm Ashley.

Nice to meet you.

Oh, I'm Ichiro Toyota.

I'm sorry? Toyo...raichi...?
Could you give me your name one more time?
To-yo-ta

Toyota

I-chi-ro

Ichiro...

Mr. Ichiro Toyota.

Yes!

Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
oo oo sumimasen Excuse me, I'm sorry,
Thank you
OO0 minin dozo Go ahead, Here you
are
OO0O0O0O0O00000|00O0O0000000] Arigatd gozaimasu. | Thank you. (formal)
] ]
oo oo ano... um...
L0 Lot namae name
oo oo Domao. Thanks.
(] N boku | ,me (used by males)
] oo watashi I, me

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

udoopooooooooon

Hooooon

uouonooooodoag

Here you go.

Thank you very much.

I'm sorry. Could you say that again?

OdOoooooOodnd My (first) name is Hiro.
OOoOoOoooOoooOooom I'm a professional boxer.
Ooooooon I'm Tanaka.
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Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #2 - How to make a First Impression in Japanese that Will Last a Lifetime
OOO00O0O0oooooooooooooooood

Watashi wa Ashuri desu. D6zo yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

"I'm Ashley. Nice to meet you."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to introduce yourself by giving your name

e |earn the different uses of the phrases sumimasen (L1 )

e Learn expressions that use the phrase onegai shimasu ([CJCICCCE)

Introducing Yourself

When introducing yourself, start with Watashi wa (I CIC1"1"), then give your name, and
end the phrase with desu ([1[1). We first introduced this phrase in Basic Bootcamp Lesson
#1.

Japanese Romaji 'English”
OO0 [ name Watashi wa [name] desu. 'I'm [name]."
||y

Examples:

Japanese Romaji 'English”
OO0O0O000000  Watashi wa Sara desu. 'I'm Sarah."
OOO00000000 wWatashi wa Raul desu. ‘I'm Raul."

Note that there are different ways to refer to oneself in Japanese. In the dialogue, we saw the
first two examples being used.

Pronoun Romaiji Explanation

OO0 (&) watashi The standard word for "I." Both men and women
can use this.

0 (E) boku Used mainly by men and young boys.

0 (0) ore This is a rough, informal way to refer to oneself

used mainly by men and young boys.

Ooon watakushi  [This is a very polite way to refer to oneself. Both
men and women can use this.

Lon atashi This is an informal way to refer to oneself mainly
used by women.
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Three Different Uses of [I[11C1C] (sumimasen)

In this dialogue, we used sumimasen (1 CIC) in three different ways. Let's take a look at
the different meanings of sumimasen (C1C1C1C10CT).

[] "Excuse me"
It can be used to get someone's attention if you need to say something or make your way

through a crowd.

OO0 doooooodd
Ashurl: Ano, sumimasen.
Ashley: "Um, excuse me..."

L "I'm sorry"
It can be used to lightly apologize.

OO0 OOogoooooodoo
Toyota Ichird: A, sumimasen. D6zo.
Ichiro Toyota: "Oh, sorry. Go ahead.”

00 "Thank you"
It can be used to thank someone for doing something for you.

OOOodoO: Jooooooooooooooano
Ashuri: Sumimasen. Arigatd gozaimasu.
Ashley: "Thanks. Thank you very much."

Phrases That Use onegai shimasu (D)

There are many different uses for onegai shimasu (IO CICIC1). Here we'll look at three
different phrases that use onegai shimasu (1 CCC0).

[0 Yoroshiku onegai shimasu (CI 11O C1C1C10T)
First introduced in Basic Bootcamp #1

This phrase is often used when meeting someone for the first time. English does not have an
equivalent, but literally, this phrase roughly translates to, "Please look favorably upon me."
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Using this phrase shows respect for the person you are meeting, and indicates that you are
looking forward to a good relationship with them. Whether you are meeting one person or
fifty, using this phrase will make a great impression.

[0 D6zo yoroshiku onegai shimasu (OO0 OO0 0O0O0 OO0 O0)

This phrase is the same as the one above, but the added dozo ([CJ1[J[1) makes it even more
formal.

[0 M0 ichido onegai shimasu (C1CICTCTCC1C1C1 01 0T)
First introduced in Basic Bootcamp #3

Mo ichido (OO Cmeans, "one more time," so this phrase literally means "one more
time, please" and can be used when you are asking someone to repeat something.

Cultural Insight

Difficulty with Names

When you are a beginner in a foreign language, it can be difficult catching names in that
foreign language, and this goes for Japanese as well. Many names sound similar, and you
might not be able to tell where someone's last name ends and first name starts! If you have
trouble catching someone's name, don't hesitate to ask them to repeat it. To ask someone to
repeat their name, you can use the phrase mentioned in this lesson, Mo ichido onegai
shimasu (O OO OOOOOON), which literally means "One more time, please.” Similarly,
when you are introducing yourself and giving your name, make sure that you say it slowly
and clearly so that you are understood. And remember, don't add the polite suffix -san (1)
to your own name!
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Formal Kaniji
aoodad HINIE .
Lot HiNNINN
aoodad OO0doodonooooooonc
Lot L1010
aoodad OOooooOodono
Lot Oooodododooo oL
OOoOoodoooonooooooodn
NN oo o oL
oot OOooooOodono
NN OooodoooCL
oot Oooooodoodn
HiENIENIEn
Formal Kana
o4 HiENIENENEN
odood oogoodoodd
o4 oo ontmd
oodgood oo
o4 OOoodoooCL
Ooooodd Oodoooorodoodooodn
Oooododoooooiododooo oL
oo OOooooooooonoooooooodn
Oooodn UuooooooUouododoe
oo OOoooooooooooad
Oooodn OoododoooooL
Oooooodn
Formal Romanization
Ashuri Toyota Ichirg-san
Toyota Ichird Hai? Toyota desu.
Ashuri Toyota-san, sore wa, Sumappu desu ka.

Toyota Ichird

Hai?



Ashuri
Toyota Ichird

Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird

JapanesePod101.com
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Sumappu no uta desu ka.
A, hai. Sumappu no uta desu.

Ashuri-san no shusshin wa Nyayoku desu ka.
Hai. Toyota-san no shusshin wa doko desu ka.

Podcasts

Boku no shusshin wa Tokyo desu.

Toyota-san wa gakusei desu ka.

Arigatd gozaimasu!
Demo chigaimasu.

English

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Ichiro Toyota-san

Yes? Just Toyota is fine.
Toyota-san, is that SMAP?

I'm sorry?

Is that song by SMAP?

Ohh, yes! It's a song by SMAP.
Are you from New York?

Yes. Where are you from?

I'm from Tokyo.

Are you a student?

Why, thank you very much (for the compliment)!

But no, I'm not.

Vocabulary

Kaniji Kana Romaiji English

107 OOooon shusshin hometown

OO Oooodn Tokyo Tokyo (current capital
of Japan)

. [ gakusei student

L] 101 uta song
1] 107 demo but, however
Hininn OOoddno chigaimasu to differ, incorrect
1] 107 doko where
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OoOoOooOoOodd Where are you from?
Ooooooon I'm from Tokyo.

Oooooooo I'm a student.(informal, male speech)
OOooOooooOoadnd This is a song by Utada Hikaru.

OO0O0OO0O00000000O0O0O0OOOnd I'm Japanese, but I'm from New York.
OOoom

OoOoOooOoOodd That's not right.
ooooooooooooono Where is Maria from(originally)?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #3 - Do People Understand Where You're Coming From?
OOo00ooooooooooooooooooooooogoooo
Sumappu no uta desu. Ashuri-san no shusshin wa Nyu Yoku desu ka.

"It's a song by SMAP. Are you from New York?"

In this lesson, you will:
e |earn how to talk about things that belong to you or other people
e Learn how to ask "Where are you from?" and how to answer the same question

Talking About Possession

We use the possessive particle no ([1) between two nouns, indicating that the first noun
possesses the second noun or that the first noun is modifying the second.

Noun 1 Possessiv [Noun 2 Translation
e Particle
OoOooood (™ (no) (1 (shusshin) '‘Ashley's hometown"
Ashuri-san)
OO0 (Watashi) J (no) OO (namae) 'My name"

(1] (Boku) (1 (no) I (namae) 'My name" (masculine)

Sample Sentences
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OOO0Oooooooooooooodon

Ashuri-san no shusshin wa Ny YoOku desu.

"Ashley is from New York." (literally, "Ashley's hometown is New York.")
-OOOooooooOod

Watashi no namae wa Sara desu.

"My name is Sarah."
-OO00ooodoodno

Boku no namae wa Rikku desu.

"My name is Rick."

"Where are you from? I'm from..."

The keyword we use when talking about where you (or someone else) is from is shusshin
(C11), which refers to the place where one originally came from (this can refer to a town, city,
country, etc.).

[0 Asking where one is from

To ask where someone is from, we start out with the keyword shusshin ([J[1). To this we
add the topic marking particle wa ([J), the word doko ([J[J) which means, "where," and the
copula desu (1) topped off with the question particle ka ().

Japanese Romaiji English
OOooooooog Shusshin wa doko desu ‘Where are you from?"
ka?

(OOOO)OOOOOOddd ([Anata no] shusshin wa doko desu ka) is the original sentence,
but since using anata ("you") is considered too direct in Japanese culture, we usually omit
anata no ("your").

To be more specific, you can add the person's name plus no (1) before shusshin (CJ0J).
Example:

1. 0O0O00OOoooooooooogao
Ashuri-san no shusshin wa doko desu ka?
"Where are you from, Ashley?"

[0 Answering
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When we answer this question, we use the possessive particle no (1) that we just learned
above. Watashi no shusshin (L1 CJC]) means, "my hometown.”

My Hometown (place) copula English
OOoOoom (place) O ‘I'm from (place).”
(Watashi no shusshin wa) (desu.)

Examples:

1. O000O00OoOoOoonono
Watashi no shusshin wa Amerika desu.
"I'm from America."

2. 0000Ooooooooooon
Watashi no shusshin wa Osutoraria desu.
"I'm from Australia."

3. O0O0OOOoOonOooodd
Boku no shusshin wa Igirisu desu.

"I'm from England."

Lastly, let's compare side-by-side the three phrases using shusshin (C1):

Affirmative: "Ashley is from New York."

Japanese Oooototd L1 oot L1
Romaji Ashuri-san no shusshin wa NyQO Yoku desu.

Yes/No Question: "Is Ashley from New York?"

All you have to do is add the question marking particle ka ([J) to the end of the affirmative
sentence.

Japanese O0OO0o0on o000 OoOo0o0on 00 00
Romaiji Ashuri-san no shusshin wa [Nyu Yoku desu ka?

WH-question ("where"): "Where is Ashley from?"
Use the question word doko ([1[1), meaning "where," instead of New York.

Japanese oot I L1 L1 L1
Romaji Ashuri-san no shusshin wa doko desu ka?
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Vocabulary Usage: Ko-so-a-do Words

Demonstrative words are words used to specify what you are talking about. In Japanese,
there are three main categories ("this," "that," and "that over there") and one category for
guestions. We refer to these as ko-so-a-do words.

The prefix tells us a location:

Prefix '‘Location"

O 'here, near"

ko

OJ 'there, not far off"

SO

OJ 'there, at a distance"
a

] (not location but

do question marker)

In the dialog, we saw the word sore ([1[1), which means "that" or "that one". Let's take a look
at the other Ko-so-a-do words in this series:

Japanese Romaji English

10 kore 'this one"

i sore 'that one”

10 are 'that one" (over there)
i dore ‘which one"

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we introduced one set of Ko-so-a-do phrases as well as the question word
"where" (doko, [1J). For more detailed information on other Ko-so-a-do phrases and
guestion words, please check the following Appendix lessons: Ko-so-a-do Words (Appendix
#9) and Question Words (Appendix #10).
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Cultural Insight

Which Name Should You Use?

In the dialogue, Ichiro laughed when Ashley called him by his full name. This is because, in
Japanese, calling someone by their full name is not that common and can sound a little
strange. When addressing someone you don't know very well, it is best to address them with
their last name plus the polite suffix -san (1), which was discussed in the last lesson. It is
likely that if someone wants you to call them by a different name (for example, their first
name, or a nickname) they will let you know.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

KAN]JI
EHR—ER:
7>al)—:
EHR—ER:

FLIGHT

ATTENDANT:

7>a')—:

FLIGHT

ATTENDANT:

EH—ER:

FLIGHT

ATTENDANT:

EH—ER:

(Takes a sip)

EH—ER:

7>a')—:

EH—ER:

KANA

KETA I —FIXETT,

N—% a-a(/\o

7aU—=2Ald?

Black tea, coffee or Japanese tea?

H. BAR. FBRLLE T,

HARTI 1,
(FO ESF, FBERRIE?

IR, SEULET,

HIEE=ZILDEE?

HFEVWLE T,

HED !

KXLKTIH, BTIH,
(takes a sip) 5 D, (coughs)EXFULITI,

>~ —w, (laughs)

CONT'D OVER



10.

11.

12.

13.

EXEVWBE3S:

7>al)—:

EXEVWBE3S:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

7>a')—:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

EXEVWBE3S:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

ELXzVVBE3S:

(Takes a sip)

ELXzVVBE3S:

7>a')—:

EXEVWBE3S:

F<ETA I —FIUXLTT,

A S @C‘Uo

72U —=2Ald?

Black tea, coffee or Japanese tea?

H. [CEAB® SRBVLET,

(CEAB»TI1,
[FL ESF, T w»LTFE?

CO5», HRBVLE T,

HIESE=IWDER?

HRM/VLET,

H5>D !

UL &DRTIN. HDUVTI N,
(takes a sip) 5 D, (coughs)ETFULITI,

>~ —wv, (laughs)

ROMANIZATION

CONT'D OVER



10.

11.

12.

13.

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

ASHURI:

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

ASHURI:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

FLIGHT
ATTENDANT:

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

(Takes a sip)

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

ASHURI:

TOYOTA ICHIRO:

ENGLISH

Boku wa foto janarisuto desu.

He. Sugoi.

Ashuri-san wa?

Black tea, coffee or Japanese tea?

A, nihoncha, onegai shimasu.

Nihoncha desu ne.
Hai, d6zo. O-kyaku-sama wa?

Kocha, onegai shimasu.

O-sato to miruku wa?

Onegai shimasu.

Achil

Daijobu desu ka. Atsui desu ka.

(takes a sip) Achi! (coughs) Mazui desu.

Shi.(laughs)

CONT'D OVER



1. ICHIRO TOYOTA: I'ma photojournalist.

> ASHLEY: Oh, wow!

5. ICHIRO TOYOTA: How aboutyou?

4 FLIGHT Black tea, coffee, or Japanese tea?
ATTENDANT:

5. ASHLEY: Oh, Japanese tea please.

5. FLIGHT Japanese tea, here you are. How about you, sir?
ATTENDANT:

7. ICHIROTOYOTA: Black tea, please.

g. FLIGHT Would you like sugar and milk?
ATTENDANT:

9. ICHIROTOYOTA: Yes,please.

10. (takes a sip)

{1 ICHIROTOYOTA: It's hot!

12. ASHLEY: Are you okay? It's hot? (takes a sip) It's hot! (coughs) It tastes awful.

13. ICHIRO TOYOTA:  Shhhh!(laughs)

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English




JAIv—F+FUR THRIv—FUX

~ ~ fotojanarisuto photojournalist
ALK U0 &5 daijobu all right, okay
It's hot! (from & DLV
H5> »5D achi atsui)
=IO =ILD miruku milk
WONE TES satd sugar
HLER CO5% kocha black tea
HERR Tl TFE o-kyaku-sama customer
tastes bad,
FFL FFU mazui distasteful; Adj(i)
HAR [CIFAB Nihoncha Japanese tea
wow, great,
9 CL) g0 sugoi amazing; Adj(i)
=0 HDL) atsui hot (thing)
SAMPLE SENTENCES
fE. T#b+TIv—FIJRETT, FFKRLKXTY,

Watashi wa fotojanarisuto desu.

I'm a photojournalist.

Watashi wa daijobu desu.

I'm all right.

HBE D, CORLERIFERL,

Achi. Kono kécha wa atsui.

It's hot! This tea is hot.

HWEE=ZILD. SFEVLLET,

O-saté to miruku, onegai shimasu.

I'd like some sugar and milk, please.

WEE. PELLE T,

Satd, o-negaishimasu.

I'd like sugar, please.

T—F IR SRLLET,

Kéki to kocha onegaishimasu.

Cake and tea, please.




HEKR. IHIEA . FNTY,
O-kyaku-sama, sumimasen. Kore wa mazui desu.
Excuse me, sir/ma'am. This doesn't taste good.
ZNnE. BERRTIND, RRIFICVTT,
Sore wa nihon-cha desu ka. Tokyo wa sugoi desu.

Is that Japanese tea? Tokyo is great.

HIR(FFRONTI D,

Kocha wa atsui desu ka.

Is the tea hot?

GRAMMAR

Gengo Japanese #4 - Japanese Phrases You'll Use Everyday
». BEFR. FEVWL I T,

A, Nihon-cha, onegai shimasu.

"Oh, Japanese tea please."

In this lesson, you will:
® Learn how to ask for something using onegai shimasu (GFELL E9)

@® Learn how to use wa (&) to abbreviate questions

Using onegai shimasu (FEEUL\U & 9)

In the last lesson, we learned some common phrases that incorporate the phrase onegai
shimasu (PEELYL X 9). This time we'll learn how to ask for something using onegai

shimasu (PEELYL X 9) aftera noun. Simply put onegai shimasu (BFEL L X 9) after the

noun to ask for that item. The direct object particle o (&) can be put after the item being
requested, but it is not necessary.

Construction

[Noun + (o) onegai shimasu (FEEWLWL & 9)]



Example from the dialogue:

Item (o) onegai shimasu "English Translation”
HZZ (Nihoncha) (&) PO LFET
onegai shimasu "Japanese tea, please."

More examples:

1 HIRE)SFENLIET,
Kocha (o) onegai shimasu.
"Black tea, please."

2, M E)SFEOLE T,
Saté (o) onegai shimasu.
"Sugar, please."

When you want two items, insert the particle to (&), meaning "and," between the items.

Forexample:

. BAREEI—tb—&)PEVLFET,
Nihoncha to kbhi (o) onegai shimasu.
"Japanese tea and coffee, please."

Using wa ({d) to Abbreviate a Question

In spoken Japanese, it's very common to shorten phrases to only what is necessary. By
leaving out what is already understood, your Japanese will sound more natural. Let's look
at this example from the dialogue. Toyota-san stated his profession, and then asks Ashley
about hers with the phrase:

. 72— Ald?
Ashuri-san wa?
"How about you, (Ashley)?"

Using someone's name and attaching wa (&) with rising intonation is a very common way

to ask someone a question they have just asked you, or to ask someone about the topic
being discussed. It's very similar to "How about ~?" in English.



Forexample:

1. (when talking about drinks)
HERRIL?
O-kyaku-sama wa?
"How about you, sir/fma‘'am?"

2, SMREEZILDIE?
O-saté to miruku wa?
"Would you like sugar and milk?"

Vocabulary Building: Temperature-related Vocabulary

When it comes to talking about temperature, we use different words (or sometimes just
different kanji) depending on whether you are talking about something being hot/cold to
the touch, or hot/cold that you can feel in the atmosphere (as in the weather).

Words we use when talking about objects orliquids:

Japanese Romaji English
() atsui "hot"
mizu tsumetai "cold"
SEHVON atatakai "warm"
AES1A nurui "lukewarm"
Examples:

1. HNI—t—

atsui kohi

"hot coffee"

2, BlcLVE—IL
tsumetai biru
"cold beer"

Words we use when talking about the temperature of the atmosphere:



Japanese Romaji English

20\ atsui "hot"
ZE() samui "cold"
BEH\0) atatakai "warm"
SEL O suzushii "cool"
Examples:

1. SHIEBULTT,
Kyo wa atsui desu.
"It's hot today."

o SHIEEWTIMN?
Kyo wa samui desu ka?
"Is it cold today?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Japanese is Filled with Loan Words!

In the dialogue, we saw a lot of loan words, which are words adopted into Japanese from
other languages. A few examples we saw are foto janarisuto ("photo journalist") and miruku
("milk"). These are examples of loan words taken from English that are pronounced using the
syllables of Japanese. Because Japanese has a limited number of sounds to work with,
however, a lot of the time these loan words do not closely resemble the original words they
come from! Many times loan words exist to give a name to something that was a foreign
concept and didn't originally have a name in Japanese. An example of this is the loan word
foku, meaning "fork," because there was no name for fork in Japanese. On the other hand,
some loan words also co-exist with their Japanese counterparts. The word we saw in the
dialogue, miruku ("milk"), is an example of this. The Japanese word for milk is gydnyu, and we
often refer to milk that comes in a carton as gyunyad. Milk that we add to tea and other drinks,
however, is often referred to as miruku.
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Formal Kaniji

oot Looobooogdoooonon
oo oood
Loooobooogoodooon
oo oodn

oo HiEENNNEE .

EEiE. Loooooog
HiENINEEIE.

oot N

Qg oo

Looobooogdoooonon

Formal Kana

oot Loooooogyguuooooooog
OOoOoooooooooooooboogogoooooooog
L]
Oooobooooooooooooooood
Loobbboiuddudoooooiggygoaooon

oot Loooboogouoooooog
ooooon goooooodgd

Hooooooogoon
Hooon oon

oot gooooooodood
HiEEENEE e

Formal Romanization

Pairotto Mina-sama, kichd no Hino de gozaimasu.
Narita kokusai kiko, hachi-gatsu ja-roku-nichi, nichiyobi.
Jikan wa gogo san-ji ju-ppun de gozaimasu.
Tenki wa hare. Kion wa sesshi san-ju-do de gozaimasu.



Ashuri
Toyota Ichird

Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
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E? San-ju-do? Samui....

E, atsui desu.

Sesshi san-ju-do desu.

Sesshi?

Sesshi wa serushiasu desu.

Sesshi san-ju-do wa kashi hachi-ju-roku-do desu.

English

Pilot

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Hello everyone, this is your captain Hino speaking.

At Narita Airport, it's Sunday, August 16th.

The local time is ten after three in the afternoon.

It's sunny, and the temperature is 30 degrees Celsius.

What? 30 degrees?? That's cold...

No, it's hot!

It's 30 degrees "sesshi."

What's "sesshi?"

"Sesshi" means Celsius.

30 degrees Celsius is 86 degrees Fahrenheit.

Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
. OOOm mina-sama everyone, ladies and
gentlemen
0 OO kicho plane captain
107 0 Narita Narita
OoOoO OOoOoooOoOn kokusai kiko international airport
1 o jikan time
0 i tenki weather
1 N hare sunny
0 i samui cold
107 0 atsui hot
1[0 L1000 gogo afternoon, p.m.
O OOoddno nichiyobi Sunday
N oo kion temperature
] ] do degree
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OO OO0 sesshi Celsius
OO 1 kashi Fahrenheit

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OOoOoOoooOoooooom Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

Ododoooooddadn The captain today is Furuta.

OOooOoooOoadn I'm from Narita.

Ododoooooddadn Narita Airport is an international airport.

OOoOoOooOod40o0nd Departure is at 4:00.

OdOodoooooododdn Is it sunny in London?

oooooogdd Is it going to be sunny tomorrow?

OOooooOoOodnd It's cold in Canada.

Ooooooon It's hot today.

Oooooodon It's 4:00pm now.

OOoOoOooOoOadnd Tomorrow is Sunday.

OOodooom What's the temperature today?

OOooOoooOoadn The temperature is 30 degree today.

OdOodOooooododooOomd Today's temperature is 30 degrees celsius.

Ooioo0dm2120000 100 degrees Celcius is 212 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #5 - Welcome to Japan! Avoid Instant Immersion Shock with this
Lesson

OOoOooooooooooodn

Mina-sama, kichd no Hino de gozaimasu.

"Hello everyone, this is your captain Hino speaking."

In this lesson, you will:

- Learn how to use the copula and become familiar with its different forms
- Learn how to use the particle no ([J) to talk about one's title or company they belong to

Using the Copula
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In Japanese, we use the copula in two ways. The meaning we will focus on in this lesson is
that of "is," as in "l am," "you are," "he/shel/it is," and so on.

In Japanese, there are three different politeness levels, which means there are three different
variations of the copula:

Politeness Level Romaji Japanese
Informal da L]

Formal desu OO

Extra formal de gozaimasu ooonon

We use da () in informal situations, while we use desu ([J[J) in formal situations. We
reserve de gozaimasu (11O ) for extra formal situations. In the dialogue, we heard
the formal desu (1) and extra formal de gozaimasu ([J[JCICICIC]). Toyota-san used desu
when talking to Ashley and the pilot used de gozaimasu when making his announcement to
the passengers.

Examples from the Dialog

Desu (C10):

1. 000 oo tm
Toyota Ichird: Sesshi wa serushiasu desu.
Ichiro Toyota: "Sesshi' means Celsius."

De gozaimasu (OO OO0):

1. 00000 doooooooooooood
Pairotto: Mina-sama, kichoé no Hino de gozaimasu.
Pilot: "Hello everyone, this is your captain Hino speaking."”

Using no ()

Before, we learned how to use no ([1) to show possession. Now we will learn how to use it to
indicate one's title or the company that they belong to. You can give your title or company
name followed by no (1) and then your name.



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

[ title/company ] no [ name |

In the example from the dialogue, the pilot introduced himself with his title, kicho (1), the
particle no (1), and his name Hino ([1[1).

1. 0O000oooooodno
Kichd no Hino de gozaimasu.
"This is your captain Hino speaking”

When Peter Galante of JapanesePod101 introduces himself, he could say:

1. (OO OJdapanesePod101.comO OO0 OOO
(Watashi wa) Japanizu poddo ichi maru ichi dotto komu no Pita Gyarante desu.
"I'm Peter Galante of JapanesePod101.com."”

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some phrases that are related to dates and time, as well as a counter
for temperature:

w1000 - hachi-gatsu jo-roku-nichi - August 16th
m[ ][ 110 - nichiydbi - Sunday

1000000 - gogo san-ji ju-ppun - 3:10 P.M.
m[1300] - sanju-do - 30 degrees

For more detailed information on these phrases, please check the following Appendix
lessons: Time: Hours/Minutes (Appendix #2), Time: Months and Dates (Appendix #3), Days
of the Week (Appendix #4), and Counters (Appendix #7).

Cultural Insight

Measurements in Japan

Japan adopted the metric system around the 1960s, which means that meters are used for
measuring length, grams are used for measuring weight, liters are used for measuring
volume, and so on. In the dialog, we saw that Japan uses the Celsius system of measuring
temperature. If you are familiar with the Fahrenheit system, it might take a little while to get



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

used to, but it's a good idea to learn the Celsius system if you want to be able to understand
the weather forecast!
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Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

Formal Kanji | 2

Formal Kana 2

Formal Romanization 2
English | 3

Vocabulary | 3

4

6
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Formal Kanji

OO Foreign passport holders this way.

Lot oot

Ooooo OOOoOOoooooOood
Oooodododooo oL

Ooood OOoOoooooooOod
OOobodododooooiodododoooooo s
O

NN oo ooo e

Ooood OOOoOooOood
oo ooo e
OOOOOOO0Odd(sceribbling sound) O OOOOOM
OO osoe
OO0odno

NN Oooododoe

Formal Kana

OoOoodo Foreign passport holders this way.

OO0Oooooo Ooooood

o4 oo oe
OO0O00oooooooooooodn

Oooodn OoododoooooL
OO0O00O00oooooooooooooooogooooog
L1010

OOoooo OO0O00O0ooooooooooooogodn

Ooooodn oUoododoed
OO0O00O0ooooooooooooogodn
OOOO0O0 OO0 d(sceribbling sound) DO OO OO
OO0O00O0O0oooooooooooooogodn
NN IEn

OOoooo OOOdoooOood

Formal Romanization




Kakariin
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird

Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
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Foreign passport holders this way.

A, ja.

Arigatd gozaimashita.

Sore kara, kore wa watashi no meishi desu.
Arigatd gozaimasu.

Hé, Ashuri-san wa Nessan jidosha no manéja desu ka.
Hai.... Toyota-san, meishi, arimasu ka.

Hai, arimasu.

Meishi... meishi.... Are? Arimasen.

Sumimasen. Ja,(scribbling sound) hai. Dozo.
Boku no, keitai to meado desu. Renraku kudasai.

Sore de wa.
Ashuri Hai. Ja, Mata.
English
Clerk Foreign passport holders this way.
Ichiro Toyota All right, well...
Ashley Thank you very much.

Ichiro Toyota

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Here's my business card.

Thank you!

Oh, so you're a manager at Nessan Automotive?
Yes...Toyota-san, do you have a business card?

Yes, | do!

Business card...business card...huh? Uh oh, | don't!
I'm sorry. Okay, well...here you are! (scribbling sound)
My cell phone number and e-mail address. Contact me
sometime!

See you around.

Ashley Okay! Bye.
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
O0OoOod OOomod sore kara then, and
OO Oofad meishi business card
O o are Hmm?, Huh?
OO O0onO hé oh
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O OOoddno jidosha automobile
OOOOOomo OOooo0n manéja manager
1 oo keitali cell phone, mobile
phone
0 0 meado e-mail address
1] oo renraku contact

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OO0000OdoooooodoOogOood I'm Suzuki, and I'm from Tokyo.
L]

OOooOooooOoOadn Here is my business card.
OOoOoOooOooodoon Hubh, is this mine?
OOoOoOoOoOooooodono Oh, you're a pilot?
Ododoooooddadn This is my car.
Oodooooooodgan Where's the manager.
OdOodooOonom Do you have a cell phone?
OoOoOoOO00O0ddoom This is my e-mail address.
Odooooooodnd Please give me a call tomorrow.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #6 - Don't Miss Your Chance! How to Close the Deal in Japanese
OO oT

Toyota-san, meishi, arimasu ka.

"Toyota-san, do you have a business card?"

In this lesson, you will learn:
e How to talk about the existence of inanimate objects with arimasu (C1C1C10)
e How to ask for something with kudasai (1 C1CI7)

Talking About Existence with arimasu ([L1C1C10T)

Arimasu (CJCJCI0) is a verb that means "to be," "to exist,” or "to have." It is important to note
that this only applies to inanimate objects. For animate objects such as people or animals, we
use the verb imasu (C1C1). For more information on the differences and usage of these two
words, see Lesson 17.
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Affirmative OOOom OOo(Ooooono ' have a
arimasu Meishi (ga) arimasu. business card.”
Negative Ooooo OO(Ooooooo 'l don't have a
arimasen Meishi (ga) arimasen. business card.”
Yes/No Question |1 OO(Ooooooo ‘Do you have a
arimasu ka Meishi (ga) arimasu ka? business card?"

Examples from the Dialogue

1. 00000 000o0odooogoodno
Ashuri: Toyota-san, meishi, arimasu ka.
Ashley: "Toyota-san, do you have a business card?"
2. 00O O:0000oOooooooooooooooooooooood
Toyota Ichird: Hai, arimasu. Meishi... Meishi... are? Arimasen.
Ichiro Toyota: "Yes, | do! Business card...business card...huh? Uh oh, | don't!"

Construction

'Excuse me." ‘Do you have ___ ?"

OoOoood OO o-sato ] "sugar” Ooooon

[ Sumimasen. ] I [ jikan ] "time" [ arimasu ka?]
I [ pen ] "pen"

Asking for Something Using kudasai ([1JC1)

In the dialogue, Ichiro asked Ashley to contact him using the word kudasai (.JCIC10):

1. 0000 000dodno
Toyota Ichird: Renraku kudasai.
Ichiro Toyota: "Contact me sometime!"

To ask for something, we can use:

[ object ] (0) kudasai
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We put the object particle o (1) plus kudasai (C1C1C11) after what we want, but keep in
mind that we can omit o ([1) particle.

Object You Want ...(0) kudasai

1 [ kocha ] "black tea™ oot
I [ denwa ] "call”

(107 [ o-mizu ] "water"
OO0 [ menyd ] "menu”

Cultural Insight

Business Card Etiquette

Exchanging business cards is a very important practice in the Japanese business world.
Unlike in Western countries where business cards might be exchanged at the ending of a
meeting to share contact information, in Japan, exchanging business cards is an integral part
of the introduction process. If you have your own business card, you should present it to the
other person as you introduce yourself. When handing over your business card, it is
important to use both hands and hold it so that the writing is readable to the other person.
When receiving someone's business card, you should also use both hands to accept it, and
whatever you do, don't put it in your pocket! It might be a good idea to follow the other
person's lead and put his or her business card away at the same time he or she puts your
business card away.
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Formal Kanji
1] OJOodododn
NI HININNR
1] OO0 noe]
NN
NN 000000000 nond
00 OO0 OOOBusiness trip?(0 00000 OO0)
NN OO0 nond
1] NN
NN OJO0d0O0dOododoooooogoom
1] OO00O0O0ddOOdrFirst time in
Japan?1 OO0 00000000 OO0
NI Ao d
1] R INRIN
NI OOOigh)yOoOoOooOoOooodooooom
Formal Kana
NI HININRRIRIEREE
oo Jododn
NI A0 r
JOodododn
NI A0 oMed
oo COOOOOO0Business trip?(O OO OO OO 0)
NI A0 omd
oo JOodododn
NI A0 o 4
oo OO0O0O0OoOoOoOoOoOoOdFEirst time in
Japan?1 I HOOO0OOOODOOOOOONO
oo JOdodoooon
NI HININRRIRIEEN
oo OOOGigh)OOOOOOOOddoooooooon

Formal Romanization

Podcasts
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Kakariin Tsugi no hito. D6zo.
Ashuri Konnichiwa.
Kakariin Konnichiwa. Pasupdéto, onegai shimasu.
O-shigoto desu ka.
Ashuri ... Sumimasen. Mo ichi-do, onegai shimasu.
Kakariin Shigoto desu ka. Business trip?(Bijinesu torippu?)
Ashuri ... A, hai. Shuccho desu.
Kakariin Hajimete desu ka.
Ashuri ... Sumimasen, yukkuri, onegai shimasu.
Kakariin Nihon wa hajimete desu ka. First time in Japan?(Fasuto taimu in
Japan?)
Ashuri lie, chigaimasu.
Kakariin Taizai kikan wa.
Ashuri ...(sigh) Sumimasen. Eigo de onegai shimasu.
English
Clerk Next in line, please.
Ashley Hello.
Clerk Hello. Passport, please.
Are you here on business?
Ashley I'm sorry, could you say that once more please?
Clerk Are you here on business? Business trip?
Ashley ...0Oh, yes. I'm on a business trip.
Clerk Is it your first time in Japan?
Ashley ...I'm sorry; could you say that a bit slower please?
Clerk Is it your first time in Japan? First time in Japan?
Ashley No, it's not.
Clerk And how long will you be staying?
Ashley ...(sigh) I'm sorry, could you please use English?
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
[] 0 tsugi next
] N hito person
OOoO0ono Oooon pasupoto passport
1 OOooomd shuccho business trip
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1 o Nihon Japan
OO0 OoOooonon taizai kikan length of one's stay
1 o eigo English
0 oo shigoto work, job
O oo hajimete for the first time

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

oo I'm next.

OOooOooooOoOadn The next person, please.
OOoooooooodon Do you have a passport?

Ooooon Are you here on business?
OdoooooOodd I'm from Japan.

OOoOoOooOi00odon I'm going to stay for a week.
OdOodoooooodnd Please give me a map in English.
Ooooooon Please give me a job.

Odooooooodnd Is this your first time going on a business trip?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #7 - Don't answer this question incorrectly!
oo oe

Eigo de onegai shimasu.

"Could you please use English?"

In this lesson, you will:

e Review the different usages of onegai shimasu (1 CICICICT)

e Learn the word hajimete ([1[1[J) to talk about doing something for the first time

e Learn how to use the particle de () to talk about the means used to do something

Review of onegai shimasu 10O

We saw many uses of onegai shimasu (LI CICI0D) in the dialogue of this lesson. We first
reviewed this phrase in Basic Bootcamp Lesson 3. Let's review some of these expressions
that use onegai shimasu (OO CIC10).
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Examples from the Dialogue
[0 When asking for something:

1. oo otd
Pasupo0to, onegai shimasu.
"Passport, please."”

0 When asking for something to be repeated:

1. Oododooooom
M0 ichi-do, onegai shimasu.
"Could you say that once more, please?"

0 When asking someone to say something slower:

1. OododooooDm
Yukkuri, onegai shimasu.
"Could you say that a bit slower, please?"

Talking About Firsts with hajimete (C1C101)

Hajimete (D) is an adverb that means, "first" or "first time." When combined with desu ka
(OO0), it creates a question that means "Is it/this your first time?" We can put the topic
followed by the particle wa ([1) in the beginning of the sentence to clarify what is being asked
about.

Topic Topic Particle [First Time Copula Question
Particle
[Something] wa hajimete desu ka
] OO OO ]

In the dialogue, the clerk at the airport asks Ashley if it's her first time in Japan by using this
phrase:

1. O0O0OOooodoOod
Nihon wa hajimete desu ka.
"Is it your first time in Japan?"
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Other Examples:

1. Ooodooooooono
NyQ YOku wa hajimete desu ka.
"Is it your first time in New York?"
2. 0O00OoooogoOog
Nihoncha wa hajimete desu ka.
"Is it your first time drinking Japanese tea?"

Particle de ()

We can use the patrticle de (1) with a noun to talk about means of transportation or tools
used to do something. As we saw in the dialogue, this particle can be used with languages
when talking about using them as a tool for communication:

1. O00O0dododod
Eigo de onegai shimasu.
"Could you please use English?" (literally, "In English, please.")

In this phrase, eigo de (LJ[J[1) means, "in English" or "using English."

Another example:

1. O0O000ooooood
Nihongo de onegai shimasu.
"Could you please use Japanese?" (literally, "In Japanese, please.")

Vocabulary Building: Phrases using taizai ([1[1)

In this dialogue, Ashley didn't understand the meaning of the word taizai kikan ([JC1C10),
which means "length of stay." Taizai ([J[J) refers to one's stay and is an important word to
remember if you plan on visiting Japan. Let's take a look at some common compound words
that use taizai ([J10J).

Japanese English Meaning
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Hininn length of stay (10 = kikan = "length of
taizai kikan time"

Hininn length of stay 10 = jikan = "time"
taizai jikan

Hininn place where one is (1 = basho = "place"
taizai basho staying

O place where one is [] = saki = "destination"
taizai saki staying

Hininn purpose of one's visit (1 = mokuteki =

taizai mokuteki ‘purpose”

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we learned the words for English language (eigo, [1[1) and Japanese
language (Nihon-go, [11[1). For more detailed information on language vocabulary, please
check the following Appendix lesson: Country, Nationality, Language (Appendix #11).

Cultural Insight

Immigration and Customs

When you arrive at immigration in Japan, you will probably be asked a few questions about
the purpose of your visit and so on. At the larger international airports in Japan, you'll find
that a lot of the staff at immigration and customs speak English, and you may not even need
to use Japanese. Since you are studying Japanese, though, you might want to try using
Japanese. If you get stuck, you can do what Ashley did in the conversation and ask them to

use English.
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Formal Kanji
Ll odoobooooodooood
L0 4500010010
oo on
OooodoooCL
oot
NN oo otmd
tidd 3ooo1d
NN oo oned
tidd dooooooodooooood
NN oo otmd
tidd odoooood
HiENIENENIEN
oggg oot
L1 OOOOOO0OO0000d Your signature
please. 10O 000000 OOOOOONO
Formal Kana
Qg oo on
o4 OoooodooooL
Hoaooooon
oo ots
Hoaooooon
o4 oo odoe
oggg oot
o4 oo oooe
oggg uoooooggoooood
o4 OO oe
oggg oo
oo oe
oggg oot
o4 OOOO00O000000 Your signature

please. 10O OO OO OOOOOOOOOO

Formal Romanization
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Kyaku Haneda kikd made, otona ichi-mai, kodomo ni-mai.
Kakariin Yon-sen-go-hyaku-en desu.
Hai, chiketto desu.
Shuppatsu wa san-ji yonju-go-fun desu.
Tsugi no hito, dozo.
Ashuri Shinagawa purinsesu hoteru made. Otona ichi-mei.
Kakariin San-zen-en desu.
Ashuri Kono debitto kado daijobu desu ka.
Kakariin Sumimasen. Sono kado wa, dame desu.
Ashuri Kono kurejitto kado wa daijobu desu ka.
Kakariin Hai. Daijobu desu.
Shomei onegai shimasu.
Ashuri Shomei...?
Kakariin Sain onegai shimasu. Your signature please.(Yua shigunicha
purizu)
English
Customer One adult ticket, two child tickets for Haneda Airport.
Clerk That'll be 4500 yen.
Here are the tickets.
It departs at three-forty five.
Next in line, please.
Ashley One adult ticket for Shinagawa Princess Hotel.
Clerk That'll be 3000 yen.
Ashley Can | use this debit card?
Clerk I'm sorry you can't use that card.
Ashley Can | use this credit card?
Clerk Yes, this one is okay.
Your "shomei" please.
Ashley "Shomei...?"
Clerk Your signature please.

Vocabulary

Kaniji

Kana Romaiji English
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Hininn OOooOooom Haneda kiko Haneda airport
0 i otona adult
1 oo ichi-mai one sheet of paper
1] oo kodomo child, children
L] 101 en yen
. OOOm Shinagawa Shinagawa (area of
Tokyo)
OO0 i hoteru hotel
1 oo ichi-mei one (person)
O i kado card
107 107 dame No, bad
OoOoOooOoOod OOoOoooOoOn kurejitto kado credit card
1 oo shomei signature
OO0 i sain signature, autograph
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OOooOooooOoOadn Where is Haneda airport?
Ododoooooooddn One adult ticket, please.
OOoOoOoooOo0ooooom One adult ticket, please.
OdOodoooooodnd This is my child.
1000000oogn How much yen is it to one dollar?
Ododoooooddadn To Shinagawa, please.
OOoOoOoOoooOooooooom To Yokohama Hotel, please. (To a taxi driver)
OOoooooOodaOdnd Two adults and one child.
OOooOooooOoOadn Is it okay to pay by credit card?
OOooooOoOodnd Children are not allowed.
OOoOOoOooooooooooonOod This is my credit card.
OdoooooOodd Your signature please.
OOooooodn Can | have your autograph?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #8 - Get What You Want Using Japanese!
Ooooooooooooooooog

Kono kurejitto kado wa

daijobu desu ka.

"Can | use this credit card?"
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In this lesson, you will:

e Learn useful vocabulary for buying tickets

e Learn how to use the word daijobu (CJJ[T)

e Learn a series of important words known as ko-so-a-do words

Buying Tickets

In the dialogue, Ashley successfully bought tickets for the Limousine Bus from Narita Airport
to Shinagawa Princess Hotel. Let's take a look at some vocabulary and phrases used when
buying tickets.

The first two vocabulary words are known as counters. Japanese has many counters, which
are words that we use to count specific items. The corresponding counter depends on the
appearance or make up of the item. For example, there are different counters for sheets of
paper and bottles because they are different in shape. Counters always come after the
number, which comes after the object being counted.

Counters for Paper:

Japanese Meaning
N counter for sheets of paper
CImai (including tickets)

Mai ([J) is a counter that we use to count sheets of paper, which includes tickets.

Japanese Romaji English

10 ichi-mai one sheet of paper
i ni-mai two sheets of paper
10 san-mai three sheets of paper
1] yon-mai four sheets of paper

Counters for People:

Japanese Meaning
i counter for people
CImei

Mei () is a counter that we use to count people. We usually use this counter for people in
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polite situations.

Japanese Romaji English

i ichi-mei one person
04 ni-mei two people
i san-mei three people
1 yon-mei four people
Made ("for (place)")

Japanese Meaning

OOod for (place)/ until
[(Omade

Made (1) literally means "until," but in this case it is commonly translated as "for (place)."

Examples:

1. O0O00Odono
Narita kuiko made
"for Narita Airport"

2. 0OO4dOo
Tokyo eki made
"for Tokyo Station”

Japanese Meaning

O adult
otona

O child
kodomo

Examples:

1. 0000
otona ichi-mai
"one adult ticket"
2. 0000
kodomo ni-mai
"two child tickets"
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Using Daijobu (C1101) and Dame ([C111)

Daijobu and dame are two common and useful words that you will encounter a lot in
Japanese. Daijobu (C1C1C0) means "okay" or "all right," while dame (1) has the opposite
meaning and means "no good,"” "not okay," and "useless." These can refer to states ("I'm
okay," "I'm not okay") or actions ("lt's okayto __ ,""It'snotokayto _ .").

To say that something is okay or not okay (depending on the context, this can mean a variety
of things), we use:

Topic Topic Particle ['okay"[1 "not okay" [Copula
[ something | Ll oooon ]
wa daijobulldame desu

To ask whether something is okay or not, we simply add the question patrticle ka ([1):

Topic Topic Particle ['okay"[1 "not okay" [Copula Question
Particle
[ something ] ] OOoooon i ]
wa daijobulldame desu ka

Let's look at this exchange from the dialogue:

1. 00000 000oooooooooooao
Ashuri: Kono debitto kado wa daijobu desu ka?
Ashley:"Can | use this debit card?" (literally, "Is this debit card okay?")
2. O 0O00odooooooooooodnd
Kakariin: Sumimasen. Sono kado wa, dame desu.
Clerk:"I'm sorry; you can't use that credit card.” (literally, "I'm sorry, that card is no
good."

Ko-so-a-do OO OO Words

In Lesson #3, we touched briefly on Ko-so-a-do words, which are also known as
demonstrative words. These are words that show what you are talking about. In Japanese,
there are three main categories ("this,” "that,” and "that over there") and one category for
guestions. Let's review these categories and take a look at a new set of Ko-so-a-do words.

The prefix tells us a location:
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Prefix Location
] here, near
ko
] there, not far off
SO
] there, at a distance
a
] (not location but
do question marker)
Examples:
Japanese English
1 this
kore
1 that
sore
. that (over there)
are
N which
dore
Examples:

1. OO0 Oodd
Kore wa Nihoncha desu.
"This is Japanese tea."

2. 0O00O00O00Omo
Sore wa kocha desu.
"That's black tea."

The following words also mean "this" and "that" but must be followed by a noun.

Japanese English
(10 (noun) this (noun)
kono (noun)

(10 (noun) that (noun)
Sono (noun)
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1 (noun) that (noun) over there
ano (noun)
1 (noun) which (noun)
dono (noun)

Examples:

1. 000000 ddnn
Kono kohi wa atsui desu.
"This coffee is hot."

2. 0O0O00O0O00O0OoOad
Sono kado wa dame desu.
"You can't use that card."

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we introduced the counter words for flat objects (mai, (1), and people (mei,
[1). For more detailed information on these and other counters, please check the following
Appendix lesson: Counters (Appendix #7).

Cultural Insight

Using Money in Japan

The monetary unit for Japan is yen, known as en ([J) in Japanese. Throughout Japan you
will see both the international symbol for yen (1) as well as the kanji for en (). Japanese
coins come in denominations of 1 yen, 5 yen, 10 yen, 50 yen, 100 yen, and 500 yen. Paper
bills come in denominations of 1,000 yen, 5,000 yen, and 10,000 yen (2,000 yen bills are rare
but do exist). Japan is still very much a cash-based society, which means you will not be able
to use your credit card everywhere, and there will be even fewer places that will take a debit
card. In major stores you shouldn't have any problem using a credit card, but make sure that
you always have cash on hand just in case. Don't hesitate to ask if you can use a credit or
debit card using the phrases from this lesson!



JapanesePod101.com
: &,

Learn Japanese with FREE Podcasts

Gengo Japanese S1
Y our One Stop Shop for All Y our Japanese Needs

Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

Formal Kanji | 2

Formal Kana 2

Formal Romanization 2
English | 3

Vocabulary | 3

4

8




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Formal Kanji

1] OO

NI Ao o
LOdooDooDooooooogrd

1] A0 0
OO0 dm

NI Ao nod

1] OO0 odm...
Aot

NN OO0 noe]

1] NN

NN OJOdOododoooood... oo om

1] Aot
OO0 dm

Formal Kana

o JOdododon

NI A0 o ed
LOdoodoonDoooonoogooodno

110 A0 m 0
OO gn

NI A0 od

o OO0 god...
A0 o 4

oo JOdO0dodogogooon]

110 Ao r

oo JOdJO0dodooooodgo... dogodgogogo o

110 A0t
OO gn

Formal Romanization
Ten'in Irasshaimase.

Ashuri

Kono sandoicchi hitotsu to, kono kukki o futatsu kudasai.
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... Sumimasen, kore wa, nan desu ka?

Ten'in Sore wa, "Tenmusu” desu. Oishii desu yo.
Tenpura to o-musubi desu.
Ashuri Ja, sore o ni-ko, kudasai.
Ten'in Sandoicchi hitotsu, kukki futatsu, tenmusu futatsu...
o-kaikei, ha-ppyaku-kyu-ju-en desu.
Ashuri E? Sumimasen. Ikura desu ka.
Ten'in Ha-ppyaku-kyG-ja-en desu.
Ashuri Ha-ppyaku, kyu-ja-en... Ja, hai, sen-en.
Ten'in O-tsuri, hyaku-ja-en desu.
Arigatd gozaimashita.
English
Clerk Welcome.
Ashley I'd like one of these sandwiches and two cookies, please.
Excuse me, what is this?
Clerk That's "tenmusu.” It's really good!
It's tempura and musubi.
Ashley Okay, I'll take two of those...
Clerk One sandwich, two cookies, and two tenmusu...
your total is 890 yen.
Ashley Huh? I'm sorry, how much is it?
Clerk 890 yen.
Ashley Eight-hundred ninety yen...okay, here's 1000 yen.
Clerk Your change is 110 yen.
Thank you!
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
Hininn oo oishii delicious
Hinn I ikura how much
O o o-tsuri change
OOOOOomo OOoOooon sandoicchi sandwich
Hininn oo kukki cookie
OO0 [ tenmusu rice ball with tempura
Hininn oo omusubi rice ball
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HININn I tenpura tempura, Japanese
deep-fried food
1 N ni-ko two (small objects)
O Ooofd kaikei check, bill
[] Oooon nani, nan what

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OdOodOooooododooOomd British cookies are delicious.
OOooOooooOoOadn How much is the change?
Odooooooodnd Do you have change?
OdOodOoOoooOodOodd Are there sandwiches?
OOodosoooddnd Eight cookies, please.
OOoOoOoooOo0ooooom How much does one rice ball cost?
Ododoooooooddn Tempura is a Japanese dish.
OOooOoooOoadn Two of these, please.
OdOodoooooodnd Check, please.
OOooOoooOoadn What's lassie?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #9 - Your one stop shop for all your Japanese needs
OOoOooooooooood

Sumimasen. Ikura desu ka.

"I'm sorry, how much is it?"

In this lesson, you will:
e Review some crucial questions words ("what" and "how much")
e Learn some useful expressions for buying something

Review of Question Words

In the dialogue, we saw two vital question words: nan ([J), meaning "what," and ikura
(O 0M), meaning "how much."”

1. oo d: gobooooodd
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Ashuri: Kore wa, nan desu ka?
Ashley: "What is this?"

- 00000 OOoOoOoOoano
Ashuri: Ikura desu ka.
Ashley: "How much is it?"

Asking What Something is:

Item Being [Topic What Copula Question Translation

Asked Ab  [Particle Particle

out

[A] O O Od O "What is [A]?"
wa nan desu ka

If the topic is already understood, we can shorten this question to: (111000 (Nan desu ka?)

Asking How Much Something Costs:

Item Being [Topic How Much [Copula Question Translation

Asked Ab  [Particle Particle

out

[A] O Oooo oo O "How much is
wa ikura desu ka [A]?"

If the topic is already understood, we can shorten this question to: [ OO O (Ikura desu
ka?)

Useful Expressions for Buying Something

In the dialogue, Ashley bought lunch at a kiosk, specifying how much of each item she
wanted. We'll go over some important expressions used for buying something, such as
counters to specify the number of items you want.

Counters

Japanese has many different kinds of counters, words that we use to count objects according

to size and shape. Here we'll introduce you to two counters commonly encountered in
Japanese.

Counters for General Objects

Japanese Romayji English




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with

Podcasts

10 hitotsu ‘one (object)"
1] futatsu 'two (objects)”
10 mittsu 'three (objects)"
1] yottsu ‘four (objects)"
10 itsutsu 'five (objects)"
1] muttsu 'six (objects)”
10 nanatsu 'seven (objects)"”
1] yattsu ‘eight (objects)"”
10 kokonotsu 'nine (objects)"
(] to 'ten (objects)"
O ikutsu 'how many (objects)?"

Counter for Small Objects

Japanese Romaji English

. i-kko ‘one (small object)"

i ni-ko 'two (small objects)"”

1] san-ko 'three (small objects)"”

i yon-ko 'four (small objects)"”

1] go-ko ‘five (small objects)"”

i ro-kko 'six (small objects)"

1] nana-ko 'seven (small objects)"”

i hachi-ko ‘'eight (small objects)"

1] kyd-ko 'nine (small objects)"

i ju-kko ten (small objects)

L0 nan-ko 'how many (small

objects)?"

Asking for Something

Item Wanted Object 'give me" / Translation
Particle 'please”

[A] O OOodo 'l take [ A]"/ "Please

Hininn 0 kudasai give me[A]"

0-musubi

OOoO

kukki
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O
kore
Item Object Amount 'give me" / Translation

Particle 'please”
OOoOm ] OO0 OOom I'll take [amount]
0-musubi 0 hitotsu kudasai [item]" / "Please give
OOoOm OO0 me [amount] [item]"
kukki futatsu
O OOo
kore mittsu

Examples from the Dialogue

1. O0O0O00: 0o nm
Ashuri; Kono sandoicchi hitotsu to, kono kukki o futatsu kudasai.
Ashley: "I'd like one of these sandwiches and two cookies, please."

2. g O:-guoooooogguoon

Ashurt: Ja, sore o ni-ko, kudasai.

Ashley: "Okay, I'll take two of those."

Vocabulary Usage: Welcome!/May | Help You?

O OOOdOoOodod(irasshaimase.] "Welcome!/May | help you?" - This is an honorific

phrase used by shop clerks and restaurant staff to greet customers. It usually simply means

"welcome!", but when the clerk comes up to you to see how they can help you it is the

equivalent of "(How) may | help you?" in English.

Review of Question Words

In this lesson, we introduced a couple of counter words used to count different items. For

more detailed information on counters, please check the following Appendix lesson: Counter
(Appendix #7).

Cultural Insight
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Regional Foods in Japan

In the lesson, we introduced tenmusu as a regional food that originated from the Chukyo area
(Nagoya and the surrounding areas). There are many varieties of famous regional foods
throughout Japan. Okonomiyaki (a flat pancake with meat and vegetables inside) from Osaka
and Hiroshima, unagi ("eel") from Hamamatsu, and gyoza ("dumplings") from Utsunomiya
are just a few examples of regional cuisine. If you get the chance to travel throughout Japan,
try some of the local cuisine that is famous in the area. If you are not sure about what some
kind of food is, you can use the phrase that we saw in this lesson, Kore wa nan desu ka?
("What is this?")
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Formal Kanji

1] OO0d0O0dOodooooooo4m

NI HINININRIRIEN

1] OJO0dO0dodooooooom

NI HINININRIRIEN

1] OO0 ond
OdOodOosH31doadom

NN OJOodododn

1] Ao nod
OOO0O0O0O00000000Oo@ooooooooooOadand
1]
OJO0d0O0dOododoooooogoom
A0 oded

NN OO0 gD

1] A0 o
OOdOodoaodn
A0 0

NN OO0 noe]

1] A0 oded

Formal Kana

110 A0 r

oo JOodododn

110 A0 omd

oo JOodododn

110 Ao r
OJOdO0dodooooooooooonooogm

NI HINININRIRIEN

o JO0d00dodoooooo-good
OO0O0O0O000000ddooOooooooooooOoadnd
oo
A0 r
OJOdO0dodooooooooooonooogm

NI A0 oded

o OJO0O0d0odooooooogogognoo

HiEENnEE .
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Looobooogoooooooooogdoooooo

OOoOodo OOO00OO0ooOooooooooooodd
OOodno OO0000000O00oooooooooogoognd
Formal Romanization
Uketsuke Irasshaimase. Go-yoyaku no o-namae wa.
Ashuri Ashuri desu.
Uketsuke Ashuri. Jonzu-sama desu ne.
Ashuri Hai, sO desu.
Uketsuke Ichi-mei-sama, Kin'en no o-heya,
ky0 kara hachi-gatsu san-ja-ichi-nichi made desu ne.
Ashuri Hai, sO desu.
Uketsuke Ja, go-shomei o onegai shimasu.
Jonzu-sama no o-heya wa 807 (hachi zero nana)-go-shitsu de
gozaimasu.
Kochira, o-heya no kado ki de gozaimasu.
Sore kara, kochira, choshoku ken de gozaimasu.
Ashuri Cho... shokuken. Chashoku ken wa nan desu ka.
Uketsuke Choshoku wa asa go-han desu. Burekkufasuto desu.
Ken wa, chiketto desu.
Choshoku ken wa burekkufasuto no chiketto desu.
Ashuri A. Hai. Asa go-han wa nan-ji kara desu ka.
Uketsuke Choshoku wa roku-ji-han kara ku-ji made de gozaimasu.

English

Receptionist
Ashley
Receptionist
Ashley
Receptionist

Ashley
Receptionist

Welcome! What name is your reservation under?
Ashley.

Ms. Ashley Jones, is that right?

Yes, that's right.

A non-smoking room for one,

from today until August 31, is that correct?

Yes, that's right.

Your signature please.

Your room number is 807.

Here is the key card to your room.
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And here are your "choshokuken."

Ashley
Receptionist

"Ken" is a ticket.
"Chashoken" are breakfast tickets.

Ashley
Receptionist

“Cho...shokuken.” What is a “chdoshokuken?”
"Choshoku" is breakfast. It's "breakfast.”

Ohh, okay. What time is breakfast?
Breakfast is from six thirty to nine.

Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
1] 0 yoyaku reservation
[] g sama Mr., Mrs.
1 oo kin'en no smoking
1] 1 heya room
OO OOooon ~gO-shitsu room number ~
OOoOoom OOooon kado ki key card
OO OOoddno asa go-han breakfast
1] minin nan-ji what time
O oo roku-ji han six thirty, half past six
0] ooOodon choshoku breakfast
(] Lt ken ticket
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OdOoooooOodnd Do you have a reservation?
OOoOoOoooOoooOooom Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
OdOOdoOoOoOm This place is no smoking.
oooooood Where is the room?
OOoHaoso1tomed My room is Room 501.
OOoOoOooooOoadnd Please give me a key card.
OOoOoOooooooooon What time does breakfast end?
ooooon What time is it now?
OdOOdoOoOoOm It's half past six now.
OOooOoooOoadnd What time is breakfast?
OdOodoooOooOodnd | have a coupon.
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Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #10 - Enjoy a Smooth Check-in at Your Hotel in Japan
OOO00Ooodooooooooooooand

Kochira wa, o-heya no kado ki de gozaimasu.

"Here is the key card to your room."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to use the sentence-ending particle ne ([J) to elicit agreement or confirm
something

e Learn how to use kara ([J[1) and made (1) to create "from [ A]to [ B ]" sentences
e |earn about the honorific prefixes o- (1) and go- ([J)

e Learn some more ko-so-a-do words

Sentence-ending Particle ne ()

Ne () is a sentence-ending particle that indicates that the speaker wants the listener to
agree with or confirm what they have said. When used to elicit agreement, it is very similar to
English tag questions such as "isn't it?" or "aren't you?"

Let's look at these examples from the conversation:

1. 00 0ooooooooooooad
Uketsuke: Ashuri Jonzu-sama desu ne.
Receptionist: "Ashley Jones, is that right?"
2. 00O OO0O0OOOoOooooodoosg3iooadonod
Uketsuke: Ichi-mei-sama, kin'en no o-heya, kyo kara hachi-gatsu san-ju-ichi-nichi made
desu ne.
Receptionist: "A non-smoking room for one, from today until August 31, is that correct?"

In both examples, the receptionist is confirming the information that she has on file for Ashley
by using the particle ne ().

Compare these examples:

Example without ne Example with ne
Japanese OOoOOooOodoooonD Doooogooodood
OOoOoOoOoodno OOoOoOoOoodno

Romaji Ashuri-san no shusshin wa |Ashuri-san no shusshin wa
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NyO Yoku desu. NyU Yoku desu ne.

‘English” ‘Ashley is from New York." ['Ashley is from New York,
right?"

Example without ne Example with ne
Japanese OOOoOoOo0o0dn OOooooodon
Romayji Kyo wa samui desu. Ky0 wa samui desu ne.
'‘English” ‘It's cold today." ‘It's cold today, isn't it?"

From[A]to[B]

In Lesson #8, we learned the word made (1), which means "until.” In this lesson, we'll
learn the word kara ([C11), which means "from,"” which we can combine with made (1) to

create a "from [ A] until [ B ]"* sentence. Please note that the word order is different from
English:

For Example:

1. 2:00 kara (1) = "from 2:00"
2. 6:00 made (J[) = "until 6:00"

[A]O0O [B] OO From[A]until[B]
[ A] kara [ B ] made

We can use this construction to talk about places ("from Tokyo to Osaka"), time (“from 8:00 to
12:00"), and dates, as seen in this example from the dialogue:

1. O0O0OOs8d310dn
Kyo0 kara hachi-gatsu san-ju-ichi-nichi made
"From today until August 31."
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Other Examples:

1. 0OoOoooogono
Kako kara hoteru made
"From the airport to the hotel.”
2. OOoodd
Ni-ji kara roku-ji made
"From 2:00 to 6:00."

Honorific Prefixes o- ([1) and go- ()

O- ([O) and go- () are prefixes we attach to the beginning of some words to show respect
or politeness. It is said that o- ([1) precedes words of Japanese origin or words we commonly
use in daily life, whereas go- ([]) precedes words of Chinese origin, but this rule has many
exceptions.

Examples:

yoyaku ("reservation") 0 (yoyaku) becomes 110 (go-yoyaku)
heya ("room") (17 (heya) becomes 111 (o-heya)
shomei ("signature™) I (shomei) becomes 111 (go-shomei)

1. OO:.0000ooooooooooooano
Uketsuke: Irasshaimase. Go-yoyaku no o-namae wa?
Receptionist: "Welcome! What name is your reservation under?"

Ko-so-a-do Words Revisited

In Lessons #3 and #8, we looked at Ko-so-a-do words, which are demonstrative words that
show what you are talking about. This time we will take a look at Ko-so-a-do words used to
politely refer to things, people, and directions. We also use these words to refer to directions.

Japanese Romaji English

O kochira 'this, this person, this way"

i sochira 'that, that person, that way"

O achira 'that, that person, that way (over
there)"

O dochira ‘which?" / "which person" /
'(who)?" / "which way?"
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1. OO O00OmooOoooooooooodonod
Uketsuke: Kochira (wa), o-heya no kado ki de gozaimasu.
Receptionist: "Here is the key card to your room."

In the above sentence, the receptionist is using ultra-polite speech. Here's how the words
changed to become ultra-polite:

1. OO (kore) O 1 (kochira)
2. 00 (heya) O I (o-heya)
3. OO (desu) O OO EE (de gozaimasu)

To say the same thing in regular polite speech, we would say:

1. oo oomtd
Kore wa, heya no kado ki desu.

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we introduced some more Ko-so-a-do words, which we looked at in Lessons
#3 and #8. For more detailed information on Ko-so-a-do words, please check the following
Appendix lesson: Ko-so-a-do Words (Appendix #9).

Cultural Insight

Rice = Meal?
The word go-han (C1C ) literally means "cooked rice," but has come to mean "meal” in
general in Japanese. This is because rice is considered the main staple food in Japan and is

eaten with almost every meal. The word go-han is combined with the different times of day to
create the names of daily meals:

Time of Day Meal Japanese "English”
O OoOod OoOood "breakfast"
asa go-han asa go-han

] OO OO "lunch”
hiru go-han hiru go-han
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| Oood Ooodn "dinner"
ban go-han ban go-han
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Formal Kaniji

Alarm clock OO0 doddoodoooooooe

sound

OoOooo (yawns) (turns on TV)

L1010 HiNNINN
OO oe
(N R 0 I

aoodad 1 A I

I CJElevator hall

aoodad OO0odooOdoooodoodot

NN Oooododoe

aoodad OOoOoOooood

0O OLobby

aoodad OOooooOodono

NN oo ooo e

aoodad OOooooOodono

NN OooodoooCL

aoodad Oooooodn

NN L1
OOooooOodono

NN Oooododoe
Oooooodoodn

Formal Kana

Alarm clock OO0 dodoodooooooon

sound

Oooon (yawns) (turns on TV)

I Oooododoe

Loooooogyguuooooooog
N I O A

OOoOodd OO0O0O0O0Oo0OoOoOd...

OO COElevator hall

OOoOodd OO000O0O000O0O00O0O0O0OOoanO
OOoodad OO00O00O0O0O0O0Oo0on
OOoOodd OO0O00O0O00Om

[0 OLobby
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OOoOodno OOoOoooOogood
OOoOodo OOO0O0OO0OoOoooooooogood
OOoOodno OOoOoooOogood
OOoOodo OOoO0OoOooooodnd
OOoOodno OOOoOooOood
OOoOodo OO

OOoOoooOogood
OOoOodo OOoOOoOoOodood

OOoO0Ooooooodnd

Formal Romanization

Alarm clock Pipipi roku-ji desu pipipi roku-ji desu
sound
ashuri (yawns)(turns on TV)
terebi Ky0 no tenki desu.

Tokyo ame tokidoki kumori.

Yokohama, ame nochi hare, Chiba...
Ashuri Ame tokidoki kumori...

OO CElevator hall

Sutaffu 1 Ohay0 gozaimasu. Nan-kai desu ka.
Ashuri I-kkai, onegai shimasu.
Sutaffu 1 Kashikomarimashita.
IO CJLobby
Sutaffu 2 Ohay0 gozaimasu.
ashuri Sumimasen. Takushi noriba wa doko desu ka.
Sutaffu 2 Kochira desu. Dozo.
ashuri Arigatd gozaimasu.
Sutaffu 2 Kasa wa arimasu ka.
ashuri Kasa?

lie. Arimasen.
Sutaffu 2 Dewa, kore, dozo.

Itterasshai mase.

English

Alarm clock (beep-beep-beep) It's six o'clock! (beep-beep-beep) It's six
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sound o'clock!
Ashley (yawns and turns on TV)
TV And now for today's weather.

In Tokyo, showers and occasionally cloudy.
In Yokohama, showers in the morning and then it will clear up. In

Chiba...
Ashley Showers and...occasionally cloudy...
O CIElevator hall
Hotel staff Good morning. Which floor?
Ashley First floor, please.
Hotel staff Certainly.
OO CILobby

Hotel staff #2 Good morning.
Ashley Excuse me, where can | catch a taxi?
Hotel staff #2 Right over here.

Ashley Thank you.
Hotel staff #2 Do you have an umbrella?
Ashley Umbrella?

No, | don't.

Hotel staff #2 Okay, here you are.

Have a nice day.

Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
O ad ame rain
OO OOo0od tokidoki sometimes
Odd oo kumori cloudy
OO OOo0od Yokohama Yokohama
OO OO Chiba Chiba
OO OOo0od nan-kai which floor
OO0OOoodan OOoOoOoOooand takushi noriba taxi stand, taxi terminal
O OO kasa umbrella
O ad nochi after
OO OOo0od i-kkai first floor
1] 101 dewa well, well then, okay

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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gooooon
uouopooooodoag

Uuooonoooog
Uooooooooooooon
Uuooonoooog
Hooooooooooon
uooobooooooon... o
Hoooooodn
oo oon
Hoooooodn

EiNIEIE

Today is rainy.

Tomorrow it will be sunny, and occassionally
cloudy.

It's cloudy today.

To Yokohama Hotel, please. (To a taxi driver)
I'm from Chiba.

Whichi floor is your room?

Excuse me. Where's the taxi stand?

Please give me that umbrella.

Today will be sunny and then will rain.

The lobby is on the first floor.

Well then, see you again.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #11 - Everything You Need to Know about Climate and Weather in

Japan
HiNEENEEE
Tokyo ame tokidoki kumori.
"In Tokyo, showers and occasionally cloudy."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to ask where something is using doko (1)

e Learn useful weather-related vocabulary
e Learn some useful set phrases

Asking Location

Being able to ask the location of something is very important! In the dialogue, Ashley asked
where she could catch a taxi. Let's look at this sentence:

Place/ltem Being [Topic Particle Where Copula Question Particle
Asked About

Ooooodo  |d o O O

Takushi noriba  jwa doko desu ka

Here is the construction:
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[ Place ] wa doko desu ka?
More Examples:

1. O0O00OOOdoocd
Toire wa doko desu ka.
"Where is the bathroom?"

2. 0O00O00O00Omo
Eki wa doko desu ka.
"Where is the station?"

000000000000 00 d from dialogue in Lesson 3
Toyota-san no shusshin wa doko desu ka.
"Where is Toyota-san from?" (literally, "Where is Toyota-san's hometown?")

Weather-Related Vocabulary

In the dialogue, we heard some examples of weather-related vocabulary from the weather
report on TV. Let's take a look at some commonly used vocabulary related to the weather.

1] 'sunny"
hare
O "cloudy”
kumori
O "rain”
ame
(] "thunderstorms,” "lightning"
kaminari
OO0 'sometimes," "on-and-off"
tokidoki
OO "after"
nochi
Examples:
1. OO0

Ame nochi hare
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"Rain, then sunny later"
-OOOoooOodo

Hare tokidoki kumori

"Sunny, occasionally cloudy"

Set Expressions

In the dialogue, we heard a couple of useful set phrases. Let's take a closer look at them as

well as some other related expressions:

Phrase More Polite Phrase Meaning

OoOoOoOod OOoooooon These phrases mean "okay," with the

Wakarimashita Kashikomarimashita meaning of "I understand"” or "l see."”
Kashikomarimashita is a formal
version used mostly by people who
are addressing their customers.

OO0OOOOO0O00 Odoooooooon These phrases literally mean, "go

Itte rasshai Itte rasshaimase and come back." We say them to
someone who is leaving a certain
place but is expected to return in the
future.

OoOoOoOod OOoooooon We say these phrases in response to

Itte kimasu Itte mairimasu itte rasshai. They roughly mean the
same thing as "I'll be back" in
English.

Ooon ooooooogd These phrases literally mean "I have

Tadaima Tadaima kaerimashita just returned now" and we say them
when we have just returned
home/somewhere.

OoOoOooOod OOoooooOodn We say these phrases in response to

Okaeri nasai Okaeri nasaimase tadaima. They mean "welcome back"
or "welcome home."

Note that we reserve the more polite phrases for very formal situations. The phrases on the

left are polite enough for most situations.
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Vocabulary Usage

In this dialog, we saw the phrase ohayo gozaimasu (11 CE10), which means
"good morning". Let's look at some other phrases used as greetings throughout the day.

Ooooooodgon ohay0 gozaimasu "Good morning."

Oooono kon'nichi wa "Hello." (can be used at any
time during the day)

OOooon konbanwa "Good evening."

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw a counter used to count floors of a building, kai ([1). For more detailed
information on this and other counters, please check the following Appendix lesson: Counters

(Appendix #7).

Cultural Insight

Umbrellas All Year Round

Rain falls throughout the year in Japan, with June and early July considered the main rainy
season. During this time, you will see many people with umbrellas, known as kasa (1) in
Japanese, even if the rain is only sprinkling outside. Umbrellas come in all shapes and sizes,
and you can purchase a cheap vinyl umbrella for as low as 100 yen, which is perfect for
when you are stranded in the rain without an umbrella. Parasols meant for protection from
the sun are called higasa (1) and are used by some in the sunny spring and summer

weather.
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Formal Kaniji
I HINIE .
HIEIEIE OOoOOOoodoon
I OOooooOodono
HIEIEIE OOooodooooOodmond
I OOooOOoodooodooe
HIEIEIE OOooodooooOodmond
I OO oe
(Starts driving)
I OO0odooOdoooodoodot
HIEIEIE HiNIEEE
I OOooooOodono
HIEIEIE OOooOooodoOoOdd
I OO0Ooodoooodooooooo e
HIEIEIE OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
I OO0OOodoododnooonoooooOaoore
(Taxi stops)
I 3320000101
HIEIEIE OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
I Oooooodoodn
OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
OOooOOoodooodooe
OOooOoododond?
aoodad OOooooOodono
OOoOooOoOdOooOdd
Formal Kana
NN HiNIEIEEn
oo ooooodoodn
NN OOoOOoodoOond
oo OOoOoodoodoooooodn
NN OOooooooodooOdd
oo OOoooooooooooad
NN OOoOOooodoOoOdd
(Starts driving)

EiNINIEE

Hoouooooooooooood
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OOoOodno OOO0ooOodno

OoOoOodono OOO0o0OoOoooooood

OOoOodno OO00O00O0ooooooooooand

OoOoOodono OOO00OO0ooOooooooooooodd

OOoOodno OO0000O0doOooooooooodn

OoOoOodono OOO00O0O0OOoOooooooooooooonod

(Taxi stops)

OoOoOodono OOO0O0OOodoOoooooooodnd

OOoOodno OO000000O0Ooooooooogoogad

OoOoOodono OOO0O0OOooooooooonod
OO00O0O0Oooooooooood
OOO00OOoooodoooon
OOOOooodood?

OOoOodo OOoOOoOoOodood
OO0O0Oooodoodon

Formal Romanization

Untenshu Dochira made.

Ashuri Nessan jidosha made.

Untenshu E? Doko made desu ka?

Ashuri Nihonbashi no Nessan jidosha made.

Untenshu Un. Jasho, wakarimasu ka.

Ashuri Hai, wakarimasu. Kore desu.

Untenshu A, hai. Wakarimashita.

(Starts driving)

Untenshu O-kyaku-san, Nihon-go, wakarimasu ka.

Ashuri Hai, chotto.

Untenshu Nihongo, jozu desu ne.

Ashuri Untenshu-san mo, jozu desu ne.

Untenshu Nihonbashi ni, ii tenpura-ya ga arimasu yo.

Ashuri Honto desu ka. Namae, wakarimasu ka.

Untenshu A, chotto... wakarimasen. Sumimasen.

(Taxi stops)

Untenshu San-zen san-byaku ni-ja -en desu.

Ashuri Hai. Sorekara, rydoshisho kudasai.

Untenshu Hai, o-tsuri to ryoshasho.

Sore kara, hai, kore, chizu desu.
Kore, eki. Kore, tenpura-ysa.
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Wakarimasu? Okkei?

Ashuri Hai. Okkei desu.
Arigatd gozaimashita.
English
Taxi Driver Where to?
Ashley Nessan Automotive.
Taxi Driver Eh? Where?
Ashley Nessan Automotive in Nihonbashi.
Taxi Driver Hmm...do you know the address?
Ashley Yes, | do. Here it is.
Taxi Driver Ahh, okay. | got it.
(Starts driving)
Taxi Driver Do you understand Japanese, ma'am?
Ashley Yes, a little.
Taxi Driver Your Japanese is good!
Ashley Your Japanese is good, too.
Taxi Driver You know, there's a good tempura restaurant in Nihonbashi.
Ashley Really? Do you know the name?
Taxi Driver Ah, actually...l don't. Sorry.
(Taxi stops)
Taxi Driver That'll be 3320 yen.
Ashley Okay. And I'd like the receipt please.
Taxi Driver Okay, here's your change and your receipt.
And... Here's a map.
This is the station. This is the tempura restaurant.
Do you understand? Okay?
Ashley Yes! Okay.
Thank you very much.
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
. Oooon jusho address
OOooon oooon wakarimasu to understand, to
know:-masu form
Hininn OOooomd o-kyaku-san customer, guest
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O oo Nihon-go Japanese
OO0 [ chotto a bit
1 oo jozu skilled, good at
. 0 il good, nice, pleasant,
fine; i-ad;.
. OOOm honto really, truly, truth,
reality
O OOoOoOoo0o0n ryoshidsho receipt
1 N chizu map
] 107 eki station
O o dochira where (honorific
version of doko)
] ] ya a suffix which means
store or seller
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OOoOoOooOoOadnd What's the address?
OdOodoooooododdn | know how you feel.
OOoOoOoOoooOooooooom Is this your first time in Japan, sir/ma’'am?
OdOodoooooodnd | don't understand Japanese.
OOooOooooOoOadn Excuse me for a minute.
OdOodoooooododdn Is John's Japanese good?
Ooooooon The weather is nice, isn't it?
o Really?
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom Receipt, please
OdOodooOonom Please give me the map.
OOoOoOooOoOadnd The next station is Osaka.
Odooooooodnd Where are you from?(very polite)
OOoOoOoooOo0ooooom Are there any good ramen places?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #12 - Get Insider Information from the Locals
OOoO0ooooooooooOooo

O-kyaku-san, Nihon-go, wakarimasu ka.
"Do you understand Japanese, ma‘am?"
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In this lesson, you will:
e Learn how to describe the location of something using the word arimasu (1 C10)
e Learn how to talk about understanding using the verb wakarimasu (111 )

Describing Location Using Arimasu (11 C10T)

[ place ] ni [ thing ] ga arimasu

We can use the construction above to talk about the specific location of something. First we
start with the location, followed by location particle ni ([1), then the item, followed by subject
particle ga ([1), and end it all with arimasu ([JC1[J[J). For more information on arimasu
(OOO0O), please see Lesson 6.

Place ni Thing ga 'there is" [Translation

OO ] OOoOoOooon @ OOom ‘There's a good

Nihonbashi ni i tenpura-ya ga arimasu tempura restaurant
in Nihonbashi."

mn O OoOod O Ooood ‘There's a

I-kkai ni toire ga arimasu restroom on the
first floor."

oOoan ] OOoOodo ] OoOodn ‘There are

Ejiputo ni piramiddo ga arimasu pyramids in
Egypt.”

Talking About Understanding Using Wakarimasu (11 C10T)

Wakarimasu (11 C0100) means "to understand” and is one of the most useful verbs you'll
learn in Japanese.

OOdom 'I understand” (present affirmative)*
wakarimasu

OOdOom '| don't understand” (present negative)
wakarimasen

OOdOom 'l understand" (past affirmative)**
wakarimashita

OdOodoooOood '| didn't understand"” (past negative)
wakarimasen deshita
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OOOdOomom 'Do you understand?" (question)
wakarimasu ka?

*\When you want to say that you understand something that someone has just explained to

you (as in "l see" or "l get it now"), it is better to use the past tense, wakarimashita
(OOOOOO). Please see the note below.

To say that you understand something, you can say:
[ something ] ga wakarimasu

The thing that the subject understands is usually marked by the particle ga (). Note,

however, that we can also omit this particle with no change in meaning, as seen in the
dialogue.

Examples:

1. (O00O) 0Oooooooogo
(Watashi wa) Nihon-go ga wakarimasu.
"l understand Japanese."
2. (O0O) OOoOoOoOooood
(Watashi wa) eigo ga wakarimasu.
"l understand English."

If you want to emphasize that you only understand something a little, you can use the word
chotto (I 0):

1. (O00O) 0OoOoooooooooodno
(Watashi wa) Nihon-go ga chotto wakarimasu.
"l understand a little Japanese."

To ask if someone understands something, you can ask:
[ something ] ga wakarimasu ka?

For Example:

OOOOooooOood
Eigo ga wakarimasu ka.
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"Do you understand English?"

[1 What's the difference between wakarimasu (present tense) and wakarimashita (past
tense)?

Wakarimasu (10O H): Use this to mean "l know" or to convey the meaning of "l can
understand the meaning or value of something."

Wakarimashita (1 CIC10D): Use this to mean "Now | understand something that | didn't
know about before."

The particle mo (1)

The particle mo ([J) means "also" and "in addition to" and we can use it in place of the topic
particle wa ([1) and subject particle ga ([1). We saw this particle used in this exchange
between Ashley and the taxi driver:

1. O000:.0000000dono
[Untenshu: Nihon-go, jozu desu ne.]
Taxi Driver: "Your Japanese is good!"

2. 000OOOC:0oOooooooogood
[Ashuri: Untenshu-san mo, jozu desu ne.]
Ashley: "Your Japanese is good, t00."

In this exchange, Ashley uses the particle mo ([J) to mean that the taxi driver is good at
Japanese too. You can put mo after the pronoun for "I" to mean "me too."

For Example:

oo/ ooonO
Watashi mo! / Boku mo!
"Me too!"

Cultural Insight
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Shop and Occupation Names

The word -ya ([J) means "shop" or "restaurant,” but this word is not used on its own; instead,
it is a suffix that is tacked on to the name of the item that the store specializes in. For
example, ramen-ya (IO O) is a "ramen shop,” sushi-ya (1) is a "sushi restaurant,”
hon-ya (1) is a "bookstore," and so on.

When referring to someone by their occupation in Japanese (the waiter, the taxi driver, etc.),
it is common to add the polite suffix -san ([J[) to the person's occupation. A "taxi driver," for
example, could be referred to as untenshu-san (L1 CC10T), a "waiter” could be referred to
as ueita-san (OO OOICIO), ete.
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Formal Kaniji
O OOOoOoooodod
HIEIEIE OOoOOOoodoon
OO0OO0O0OOoooooooaod
L1 OOoOooOoddon
Ooooo OOOOOoooooooooooogodn
L1 OO0OOoddoooooooodooodooOsr
Ooooo OOOoOooOood
L1 OOodOoOoOdooooOooooooodooddOon
(knock knock)
L1 NI
O OO0O0OooOooooooocoooooood
NN OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
Ooooo OOOooooooooOod
HIN NN
Ooood OOOOooooooooood
HIEIEIE OOodOooodoooOoooder
OOOOooooooooood
NN OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
OOoOoooooooOod
Formal Kana
Ooood OOOdoooOood
NN OOoOOoodoOond
OO0O00O00Oooooooooooooood
HIEIEI OOoOOooodoOoOdd
OOoooo OO0O00O0ooooooooooooogodn
HIEIEI OOoOdOoOdooooboooOooooUdoooOooO e
OOoooo OOOoOooOood
HIEIEI OOoOoodooooooooiooooOoooddOon
(knock knock)
HIEIEI NI
Ooood OO0O00O0O0oooooooooooooogodn
OooHooodd OUodooodUoooodooOddd
OOoooo OOO00ooooooooooood

HiENINIEEE.
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OO0O00O000d Oooodoooooodoodd
OOoOodo OOO0O0OOooooooooonod
OO00O0O0Oooooooooood
OOO0O0O00d Oooodoooooodoodn
OO0O0Oooodoodon
Formal Romanization
Uketsuke Ohay0 gozaimasu.
Ashuri Ohay0 gozaimasu.
9-ji ni Matsuda bucho to yakusoku ga arimasu.
Uketsuke O-kyaku-sama no o-namae wa.
Ashuri Ny Yoku shisha no Ashuri to moshimasu.
Uketsuke Moshiwake gozaimasen. Mo ichi-do o-namae onegaishimasu.
Ashuri Ashuri desu.
Uketsuke Ashuri. Jonzu-sama desu ne. Kochira desu. Dozo.

(knock knock)
Bucho
Uketsuke
Matsuda bucho
Ashuri

Matsuda bucho
Ashuri

Matsuda bucho

Hai.

Shitsurei shimasu. Ashuri Jonzu-sama desu.
O, Ashuri-san, hisashiburi.

O-hisashiburi desu. Matsuda bucho.
O-genki desu ka.

Genki desu yo. Ashuri-san wa?

Hai, o-kage-sama de, genki desu.

A, kore, d6zo. O-miyage desu.

A, sumimasen ne. Arigato.

De, Nihon wa do desu ka.

English

Receptionist
Ashley

Receptionist
Ashley
Receptionist
Ashley

Good morning.

Good morning.

| have an appointment with Mr. Matsuda at nine.
May | have your name?

I'm Ashley from the New York office.

I'm sorry; can | have your name again?

Ashley.
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(knock knock)
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Ms. Ashley Jones, yes? This way, please.

Mr. Matsuda Yes?
Receptionist I'm sorry to interrupt. Ashley is here.
Mr. Matsuda Oh, Ashley! Long time no see!
Ashley Long time no see, Mr. Matsuda.
How are you?
Mr. Matsuda I'm great! And you?
Ashley I'm great, thank you.
Oh, and this is for you. It's a gift.
Mr. Matsuda Ohh, thank you!
So, how's Japan?
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
1] OOOm uketsuke reception
1] OO0m yakusoku promise
OOoom OOooon moshimasu (humble form) to be
called, to say; -masu
form
OO oo hisashiburi Long time no see.
1] OOOm bucho department head
. 0 genki good, fine
OO0 OOOm o-miyage gift, souvenir
mn 0 shisha branch office
OoOoood Oooooono O-kage-sama de. [Thanks to you. Thanks
for asking.
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OdOoooooOodnd Where is the reception?
OOoOoOooOoOadnd What time is the appointment?
OdOodooooOodnd My name is Kazuo Mizuki.
OOoOoOoooOoooOooom Taro, it's been a long time.
Ododoooooddadn Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a good manager.
OOOOoOomd How are you?
OdOodooooooOoOoddn Here's something for you.
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OOoOooooooooooooano I'm Johnson from the London office.
AOOOOOOODOOOBOOOOOOOD  A:How are you? B: Fine, thanks for asking.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #13 - Learn the Proper Way to Do Business in Japan
OOoOoooooooOn

De, Nihon wa do desu ka.

"So, how's Japan?"

In this lesson, you will:

e |earn useful phrases for a work environment

e Learn expressions that can be used when you see someone for the first time in a long time
e Ask how something is by using do desu ka (I 0)

Useful Phrases for a Work Environment

In the Japanese work environment, we have many set phrases that we use through the day.

Set Phrases Translation Explanation

[ Name "l have an appointment Used to indicate you have
COoOo0oogon with [Name]" an appointment with

[ Name ] to yakusoku ga someone.

arimasu.

[ Name | OO "My name is [Name]" A very formal way to

[ Name ] to mOshimasu. introduce yourself.
OdOdooOooodoe "I'm very sorry." A very formal way to
Moshiwake gozaimasen. apologize.
OOdOom "Please excuse me," Said when entering or
Shitsurei shimasu. "I'm sorry to interrupt.” leaving a room.
Examples:

1. 00000 oooooooooogoogad
Ashurl: Ku-ji ni Matsuda-bucho to yakusoku ga arimasu.
Ashley: "I have an appointment with Mr. Matsuda at nine."
2. 0000O:0oooooooogoooooogoog
Ashuri: Nya Yoku shisha no Ashuri to moshimasu.
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Ashley: "I'm Ashley from the New York office."
-O0:00000000ooooooooooooooood

Uketsuke: Moshiwake gozaimasen. Mo ichi-do o-namae onegai shimasu.

Receptionist: "I'm sorry; can | have your name again?"
-O0O0:.00000o0o0oooogooooooaoo

Uketsuke: Shitsurei shimasu. Ashuri JOnzu-sama desu.

Receptionist: "I'm sorry to interrupt. Ashley is here."

It's Been a Long Time!

We use the phrase hisashiburi (CJCIC1[) to greet someone that we have not seen for a long
time.

Examples:

[0 C10J 10T Hisashiburi - "Long time no see”
We say this to friends or people of equal status to us.

0O OO0 07 O-hisashiburi desu - "Long time no see”
This is a more formal version of the phrase above that we use towards superiors, etc.

0 OO OO0 O-genki desu ka - "How are you?*"

A polite way to ask how someone is. Unlike the English "how are you?" we don't say this to
the people we see every day. We generally reserve it for when we have not seen someone
for a while and want to know how they are doing.

0 OO0 O-kage-sama de - "Thanks for asking" "Thanks to you"
This phrase is the equivalent of "thanks for asking" in English, and we often use it in
response to o-genki desu ka? ("How are you?")

Asking How Something Is

In the dialogue, Mr. Matsuda asked Ashley about Japan using Nihon wa do desu ka?
(OOOOOOOEE) You can use the question word do ([J107) to ask how something is
("How is ~?").
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[ something ] + wa do desu ka?

Examples:
Thing wa ([J) how copula guestion ka [Translation

=)
L1 Ll L1 L1 Ll 'How's Tokyo?"
Tokyo wa do desu ka
L1010 Ll L1 L1 Ll 'How's the hotel?"
Hoteru wa do desu ka
L1 Ll L1 L1 Ll 'How's school?"
Gakko wa do desu ka
L1 Ll L1 L1 Ll 'How's work?"
Shigoto wa do desu ka
Example:

1. O0000.000000000o0o;
Matsuda-buchd: De, Nihon wa do desu ka.*
Mr. Matsuda: "So, how's Japan?"

* In this sentence, de ([J) is short for C1C1] (sore de), which means "so" or "and then."

Cultural Insight

Japanese Gift-Giving Culture - O-miyage

Giving gifts, or o-miyage, is a big part of Japanese culture. We often translate o-miyage as
"souvenir," but the concept of o-miyage is a little different from that conjured up by the
English word "souvenir." While we usually use "souvenir" to talk about something bought for
oneself or close friends and family members on a trip as a memento, in Japanese we use
o-miyage to talk about gifts that are brought back by someone who has traveled somewhere.
It also indicates gifts that are brought by someone who is visiting from somewhere else.
These gifts usually consist of something edible that is a specialty of the area. O-miyage are
not only given to friends and family, but even to people you work with at the office.
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Formal Kaniji

Ooood OOoOoooooooOod

(knock-knock)

Ooood OOoOodon

NN OOoooodooooOdooodooOdr
OO0O0O0O00ooooooooooooooooooooaodg
NI

Ooood OOOdodno
OOooOooodoOoOdd

Ooooo OOoOoooooooOod
OOooodooooOodmond

Ooood OO0O0O0O00oooooooooooooooodgodn

NN OOoOOOoodoon

Ooooo LOOooodod
OO0OOoddoooooooodooodooOsr
OO0O0O0O00ooooooooooooooooooooaodg
OOoOooOoddon
OOOOooooooooood
OOooodooooOodmond
OO0O00oooooooooooodn

NN HiNIEEE

Formal Kana

OooHoood ooddooooooodUdon

(knock-knock)

NN HiNINEE

OO0O00O000 OoOooooooooooooooocoooooood
OOoOdOoOdooooboooOooooUdoooOooO e
OOOododno

NN HINIEIEE .
OOO00ooooooooooood

NN OO oOdd
OOO0Oooooooooood

Ooooood oodUdooodooooObooodoooioooOodoc e

EiNINIEE

L]
HiE NN .
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LOOooooooon
Oooooooodooooooooogoooooooog
LOoOoooogodooooooooodoaoooooog
Oooooooododn
Looooboogooooooooooodood
Ooooooooooooooooooood
Looooooodoooooooog

OoooooOodg

Formal Romanization

Matsuda bucho
(knock-knock)
Mitsuoka Rei
Matsuda bucho

Mitsuoka Rei
Ashuri
Matsuda bucho

Mitsuoka Rei
Ashuri

Matsuda bucho

Mitsuoka-kun o onegai shimasu.

Shitsurei shimasu.

Ashuri-san, kochira wa hisho no Mitsuoka-kun desu.
Mitsuoka-kun, kochira wa, Nyu Yoku shisha no Ashuri Jonzu-san.
Hajimemashite.

Hisho no Mitsuoka Rei to moshimasu.

Ashuri to moshimasu.

D0zo yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Mitsuoka-kun, ja, Ashuri-san no kyo no sukejuru wa.

Kochira desu. Dozo.

...Ju-ji kara kaigi.

Juni-ji ni Ginza Kyudbei ni iku. Ranchi mitingu.

Ichi-ji han ni, Inobeitibu-rangéji-raningu ni iku. Purezentéshon.
Yo-ji han ni Yokohama kojo ni iku. Kengaku.

Shichi-ji ni Yokohama-eki ni iku. Kangeikai.

Uwa. Sugoi, sukejlaru desu ne.

Nihon e yokoso.

English

Mr. Matsuda
(knock knock)
Rei Mitsuoka
Mr. Matsuda

(intercom) Send Mitsuoka-kun in, please.

I'm coming in...
Ashley, this is Ms. Rei Mitsuoka, our secretary.
Mitsuoka-kun, this is Ashley from the New York office.
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Rei Mitsuoka Nice to meet you.
I'm Rei Mitsuoka, the secretary.
Ashley I'm Ashley.
Nice to meet you.
Mr. Matsuda Mitsuoka-kun, do you have Ashley's schedule for the day?
Rei Mitsuoka Here it is.
Ashley Meeting at ten.
Go to Ginza Kyubei at twelve. Lunch meeting.
Go to Innovative Language Learning at one-thirty. Presentation.
Go to the Yokohama factory at four-thirty. Take a tour.
Go to Yokohama Station at seven. Welcome party.
Wow, what a schedule!
Mr. Matsuda Welcome to Japan.
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
N I hisho secretary
OoOoOoood Oooooono Hajimemashite. Nice to meet you.
. 0 kaigi meeting, conference
0] oo Ginza Ginza
N 101 iku to go
1] OOOm kengaku inspection, field trip
O Loooon kangeikai welcome party
OoOoood OOoooon sukejaru schedule
OOooooot | goooooorisd ranchi mitingu lunch meeting
OOOOOOO00d | oooooOoOodd purezentéshon presentation
04 OOoddno kojo factory
oo oo YOkoso Welcome!

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

uouopooooooonon

ooooboooogog
U7Uoooooooodod
uouonooooodoag

Hoooooogdd

Ms. Mitsuoka is the secretary of Mr. Matsuda,

the manager.

Hello. Nice to meet you.

| have a meeting at 7 in the morning.
There's a good sushi bar in Ginza.
I'm going to the airport tomorrow.
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OdOOdoOoOoOm I'll go on a factory tour.
Ooodooooodooooooood We'll have a welcome party for Mr. Tanaka on
Friday.
Oodoooooodogooooo | don't know my schedule for tomorrow.

120000000000000000000 We are going to have a lunch meeting at 12.
OO0O00O000ooooooooogdOon Mr./Ms. Tanaka is good at giving

] presentations.
ooooooooooon I'm going to the factory tomorrow morning.
Oooooooonoe Welcome to Japan!

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese #14 - Making the Most of Your Time in Japan
OOO0O0OOodoOooooooooooooooooooand
Kochira wa, Nyl Yoku shisha no Ashuri Jonzu-san.

"This is Ashley from the New York office."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn useful expressions for introducing and meeting people

e Learn the verb iku ((JJ) which means "to go”

e Learn the difference between the dictionary form and the masu form of a verb

Useful Expressions for Introducing and Meeting People

In this dialog, Mr. Matsuda introduced Ashley to Rei Mitsuoka. Let's look at the phrase he
used to do this:

OOo0OoOOoooOoooooooooooooooooodd
Kochira wa, Nyu Yoku shisha no Ashuri Jonzu-san.
"This is Ashley from the New York office."

Let's look at the construction:

Kochira wa [ Name ] -san desu.

We can use the word kochira ([(J[1[1) to refer to someone that we are introducing to
someone else.
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Another example:

OOO0Oooodooooodg
Kochira wa Toyota Ichiro-san desu.
"This is Mr. Ichiro Toyota."

The Verb Iku (C10J)

In the dialog, Ashley was given a schedule for her business trip, which involved going to
many places. The verb that means "go" is iku (CJ11).

[ Place ] ni iku

Let's take a look at this example:

OOO0ooOodno
Watashi wa Tokyo ni iku.
"l go to Tokyo" or "l will go to Tokyo."

Because the Japanese language doesn't have a separate future tense, the above sentence
could mean either "I go to Tokyo," or "l will go to Tokyo." If you want to avoid confusion and
distinguish between the present and the future, you can specify when the action takes place:

OOOOoooooooood
Ashita, watashi wa Toky0 ni ikimasu.
"Tomorrow, I'm going to Tokyo".

More examples:

Place ni iku Translation

10 ] ] | go/I'm going to the airport
Kako ni iku

O ] ] | go/I'm going to Yokohama
Yokohama eki ni iku Station

10 ] ] | go/I'm going to Japan
Nihon ni iku

*Note that we can use the particle e ([1) instead of ni ({J).
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When you want to specify when you are going somewhere, add the time followed by the
particle ni ((J1). Note that relative time expressions such as kyo (1, "today") and ashita
(0, "tomorrow") do not need the particle ni ([1).

[ Time ] ni [ Place ] ni iku

Time ni  |Place ni  fku Translation
1 O (0 |JO [I'm going to the
Shichi-ji ni  |kdako ni jiku airport at 7:00
1 O [0 |JO |I'm going to
San-ji ni  [Yokohama eki |ni  |ku 'Yokohama
Station at 3:00
O O | (0 |JO  |I'm going to
Getsuyobi ni [TOkyo ni jku Tokyo on
Monday

e lku (1) is the dictionary form of the verb "to go," which we use in informal situations. In
formal situations, we use ikimasu (L1 C101), which is known as the masu form because it
ends in -masu. Please see below for more information on these two forms.

The Particle ni ([1)

In the explanations above, we covered two different uses of the particle ni ().
First, the particle ni ([) indicates movement toward a place.

For Example:

OOOoOoododno

Watashi wa Tokyo ni ikimasu.

"l go to Tokyo" or "I'm going to Tokyo"

We also use ni () with the verbs kimasu (11 "to come™), and kaerimasu ([0,
"to return”).

For Example:
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1. Oodododn

Watashi wa Tokyo ni kimasu.

"l come to Tokyo" or "I'm coming to Tokyo"
2. OOOoOooOoooo

Watashi wa Tokyo ni kaerimasu.

"l return to Tokyo" or "I'm returning to Tokyo"

Dictionary Forms of Verbs

Masu Form vs. Dictionary form

The verbs we have introduced so far have been in the masu form: shimasu (C1C1[C1), arimasu
(OO ), wakarimasu (OO CCH). All verbs in the masu form have a corresponding form
called the dictionary form. To look up the verbs in a dictionary, you need to know this
dictionary form of the verb. In the dialogue, we saw the dictionary form of the verb iku (1 J).
For more information on how to make the dictionary form from the masu form of a verb,
please see the Conjugation Lessons.

Dictionary Form Masu Form
iku (C107) ikimasu (1 0)

In many cases, we use the dictionary form when speaking informal Japanese, and the masu
form when speaking formal Japanese.

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some more phrases that are related to time. For more detailed
information on telling time, please check the following Appendix lesson:Time: Hours/Minutes
(Appendix #2).

Cultural Insight

Usage of the Name Suffix -kun (1)

Earlier, we introduced the word -kun as a polite suffix that is attached to the names of boys
and men. However, there are some men who use -kun after the names of their female
subordinates. When used in this way, -kun is attached to the family name. We saw an
example of this in the dialog when Mr. Matsuda referred to Ms. Mitsuoka, his secretary, as
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Mitsuoka-kun.

OOOoooooooood
Kochira wa hisho no Mitsuoka-kun desu.
"This is Ms. Mitsuoka, the secretary."

In-group vs. Out-group

In Japanese society, a big distinction is made between in-group and out-group members.
In-group members include those in your family, people who work in the same company as
you, and so on, while out-group members refer to everyone else who is not in your in-group.
Ashley, Ms. Mitsuoka, and Mr. Matsuda all work for the same company, which means that
they belong to the same in-group. Because of this, Mr. Matsuda referred to Ms. Mitsuoka with
the polite suffix -kun, as well as with the polite word for "this," kochira. If he were introducing
Ms. Mitsuoka to someone from the out-group (i.e., outside the company), he wouldn't attach
-kun to her name, and would probably address her using kore rather than kochira:

(when addressing the out-group)
OOoOooooooood

Kore wa hisho no Mitsuoka desu.
"This is Mitsuoka, the secretary."



JapanesePod101.com
: &,

Learn Japanese with FREE Podcasts

Gengo Japanese S1
Stand Out from the Crowd with these Language Learning Tricks and Tips

Formal Kaniji
Formal Kana
Formal Romanization
English

Vocabulary
Grammar Points
Cultural Insight

OO hbhwWDNDN




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Formal Kanji

NN OO0 dm
A0 ed
OO0 gD

NI NN

NN OO0 dm

NI A0 od
0000000004 no ]
A0 0
OOodo..0ododododoed
Aot

1] oo

NI Ao nod

1] oo

NI Aot

CJapplause)

NI HININNR

1] 1]

NN OJO0dO0dodooooooom

NI NN
oo
NN

NN oo
00O er

NN oo

Formal Kana

Aoggodog JOdodooooooogm
AO0O0O0000O0Odoodoodonoodoor 0
JO0O0doodoooooogognogogno o
110

oo JOodododn

Aot AO0O0O0ddooood

oo OJOdO0dodooooonoooogm

HEE N



OoOod
OOoOodo
OoOod
OOoOodo
(lapplause)
OOoOodo
OOodno

Hooooon
oooon
Hooooon

ooon
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LI
Uooopooooooooooodgooon
oot onoggoooooo
oooobooooooooon
Loooonog
oooobooooooooon
Loooonog
oooobooooooooon

HiNNINE .
N

Looooooodoooooooog

HiNNINE .

N

HiEE NN

Loooonog

oo odoooooood
oot

Formal Romanization

Matsuda bucho

Ashuri
Matsuda bucho
Ashuri

Suzuki
Ashuri
Suzuki
Ashuri
(applause)
Ashuri
Zen'in

Mina-san, o-tsukare-sama desu.

Kochira wa, Nyu YOku shisha no Ashuri Jonzu-san.

Ja, Ashuri-san jikoshokai to kanpai o onegai shimasu ne.
E? Nihon-go de?

E. Mochiron nihon-go de.

Mina-san, konbanwa. Hajimemashite.

Watashi no namae wa Ashuri Jonzu desu. Amerika-jin desu.
Shusshin wa Nya Yoku no Ronguairando desu.
Nihon-go wa... chotto wakarimasu.

Demo, mada jozu ja arimasen.

Jozu da yo!

Demo, eigo wa totemo jozu desu.

Tozen da yo!

Mina-san, yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Ja, kanpai!
Kanpai!
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Ashuri

Honda Daisuke
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Ashuri-san! Hisashiburi! Genki?

Genki ja nai.

Uso uso.

Honda-kun wa genki?

Genki genki.

A, Ashuri-san, biru ga nai desu ne. Nani, nomimasu?

Ashuri O-susume wa.
English
Matsuda Good work today, everyone!
This is Ashley Jones from the New York office.
Ashley, could you introduce yourself and make a toast?
Ashley Huh? In Japanese??
Matsuda Yes, of course in Japanese!
Ashley Good evening, everyone. Nice to meet you.
My name is Ashley Jones. I'm American.
I'm from Long Island in New York.
| understand...a little Japanese.
But I'm not good at it yet.
Suzuki Yes you are!!
Ashley But I'm very good at English.
Suzuki Well, of course you are!
Ashley | look forward to working with you all!
(applause)
Ashley Cheers!
Everyone Cheers!

Daisuke Honda
Ashley

Daisuke Honda

Ashley

Ashley-san! Long time no see! How are ya?
Not good...

Just kidding! How are you Honda-kun?

I'm great!

Oh, you don't have any beer do you. What will you have to drink?

What do you recommend?

Vocabulary
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Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
Hinn oo mina-san everyone
Hininn OOooOooom jiko shokai self-introduction
OO0 [ mochiron Of course.
OOdOoom OOooomd Konbanwa. Good evening.
0 OO Kanpai Cheers! (exp.)
1 N mada yet
] 107 ore | (used by males)
10 I totemo very
0 [ tozen natural, of course
1 N uso lie, falsehood
O i biru beer
Hininn oo nomimasu to drink; masu form
I OO0 0-susume recommendation

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OooOoOooOoOadd Hello, everybody
Ododoooooooddn Please introduce yourself.
Oooooodood Of course, I'm going.
OdOodOooooododooOomd Good evening. May | help you?
Ooooon Cheers!
OdOodOooooododooOomd | don't have a cell phone yet.
OooooOod I'm a student.(informal/rough)
Ododoooooooddn This is very tasty.
OOoOoOoooooooooooooon Of course, Ashley understands English.
oooon It's a lie.
OOoOoOoooOoooooom One draft beer, please.
OdOodooOonom What would you like to drink?
OOooOoooOoadn What do you recommend?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #15 - Stand out from the Crowd with these Language Learning
Tricks and Tips

OOoO0Oooooooooodd

Demo, eigo wa totemo jozu desu.
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"But I'm very good at English."

In this lesson, you will:
e Learn how to describe things using adjectives
e Learn more about formal and informal speech

Describing Things Using Adjectives

Using adjectives to describe things can really make your Japanese more colorful.
There are 2 types of adjectives:

e i-adjectives

e na-adjectives

In this lesson, you'll learn basic sentence structure using nouns and adjectives.

Informal

Affirmative [ topic Jwa [ [ topic ] is [ noun/na-adjective ]
noun/na-adjective | (da)

Negative [ topic Jwa [ [ topic ] is not [ noun/na-adjective ]
noun/na-adjective ] ja nai

Da () is the informal version of the copula desu ([1[1), but we cannot use it after all
adjectives. Please see the next lesson for more information on i-adjectives and na-adjectives.

Example:

1. O0O00OooodoOod
Ashuri wa gakusei da.
"Ashley is a student.”

2. 0OoOOoOooodono
Ashuri wa genki da.

"Ashley is fine."

3. OOOOoOooooOodno
Ashuri wa gakusei ja nai.
"Ashley isn't a student.”

4. AO0OOOO0OOOOO4O
Ashuri wa genki ja nai.
"Ashley isn't fine."
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Now, let's take a look at the formal versions of the phrases above:

Formal
Affirmative [ topic ] wa [ noun/na-adjective ] desu| topic ] is [
noun/na-adjective |

Negative [ topic ] wa [ noun/na-adjective ] ja [ topic ] is not [
arimasen noun/na-adjective |
[ topic ] wa [ noun/na-adjective ] ja
nai desu

Example:

1. oot
Ashuri wa gakusei desu.

"Ashley is a student."

2. 0O00OOoOooodoog
Ashuri wa genki desu.

"Ashley is fine."

3. Oooooooooomoe
Ashuri wa gakusei ja arimasen.
"Ashley isn't a student."

4. OO O0OOOOooOooood
Ashuri wa genki ja arimasen.
"Ashley isn't fine."

Formal and Informal Speech (Verbs)

In the last lesson, we briefly introduced the concept of the dictionary form (informal) and the
masu form (formal) of verbs, using iku/ikimasu ("to go") as an example. For information about
conjugating between the masu form and the dictionary form of a verb [0 See Conjugation
Lesson 5.

In this lesson, you'll learn the conjugation rule for Class 1 verbs.

e \When the verb is in the masu form
[0 Change the final -imasu to -u
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e When the verb is in the dictionary form
[0 Change the final -u to -imasu

Informal Formal English
aru (C10) arimasu (1) to exist
nomu ([1017) nomimasu (C1C10C00) to drink
iku (1) ikimasu (C1C1010]) to go

Cultural Insight

Being Modest in Japanese

In Japan, being modest is considered a virtue. When complimented, Japanese people
usually deny or downplay the compliment, even when there is some truth to it. Ashley was
being modest in her introduction speech when she said:

OOobododooooiododododoooodotnd
Nihon-go wa chotto wakarimasu. Demo, mada jozu ja arimasen.
"l understand...a little Japanese. But I'm not good at it yet."

Even though Ashley understands more than just "a little" Japanese, she downplays her ability
by saying she only understands a little and is not that good at it. Being modest and using
these kinds of phrases will go a long way in Japan!

O-tsukare-sama desu (11 EE)

In the dialogue, Mr. Matsuda started speaking to his group of subordinates with the phrase
o-tsukare sama desu (10O CI). This phrase literally means, "You must be tired," and
is used to appreciate someone's hard work and effort. It is commonly used as a greeting in
the workplace. When recognizing someone's hard work that has already been completed, the
copula desu can also be changed to the past tense, deshita, to create the phrase
O-tsukare-sama deshita (OO C10).
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Formal Kanji
NN OO
Ao
OO0 ond
NI Ao r
NN OJOodododn
NI NN
10 NN
NN OO0 dm
10 Aot
NN OOdOodoaodn

OO Odo(drunk

)

oooobooooooooooodn

NI Ao
NN OO
10 Ao nod
NN OO0 noedd
NI Ao nod
NN OOdOodoaodn
Formal Kana
Aoggodog JOdOododogooood
AO0O0O0ddooood
JOdOododogooood
NI A0 omd
Aoggodog JOdodoooon
NI HININNR
Aot HININRRIEN
oo OO gn
Aot Aot
oo OO gn

OOOoOooo(dru

nk)
o4

HiEEENEE .

HiEENNEEE .



Hoooon
oooooo
Hoooon
oooon
Hoooon
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Loooooong
oo n

Looooboogooooooooooodood

Oooooooooooooono
Looooooooooooon

Formal Romanization

Honda Daisuke

Ashuri
Honda Daisuke
Ashuri

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri

Suzuki
Subaru(drunk)
Ashuri

Suzuki Subaru
Honda Daisuke
Suzuki Subaru
Ashuri

Suzuki Subaru

Muzukashii shitsumon desu ne.
Un. Nani ga suki desu ka.

Amai o-sake ga suki desu ka.
Amai kakuteru wa suki ja nai desu.
Ja, Nihonshu wa?

Makasemasu.

Hai, dozo.

Uwa. kirei na kappu.

A, sore wa o-choko.

O-choko?Hen na namae.

Né né&, Ashuri-chan wa hanabi ga suki?

Hanabi... wa nan desu ka.
Hyudodon! Pa

Eigo de faiyawaku da ne.
S0s0, faiyawaku! Faiyawaku!
A, suki desu. Daisuki desu.
Honto? Ashita no yoru, hima?

English

Daisuke Honda

Ashley
Daisuke Honda
Ashley

Well, that's a tough question.
Hmm...what do you like?

Do you like sweet alcohol?

No, | don't like sweet alcohol.
Okay, how about Japanese sake?
I'll leave it up to you!
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Daisuke Honda  Here you go!
Ashley Wow, what a pretty cup!
Daisuke Honda  Oh, that's an "o-choko."
Ashley "O-choko?" That's a weird name.
Subaru Suzuki Hey, Ashley...do you like "hanabi?"
Ashley What's..."hanabi?"
Subaru Suzuki *Hyuuuuu...bang'*
Daisuki Honda  "Fireworks" in English.
Subaru Suzuki Yeah, yeah, fireworks! Fireworks!
Ashley Yes, | like them! | really like them.
Subaru Suzuki Really? Are you free tomorrow night?
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
0 oo muzukashii difficult
1] OOOm shitsumon guestion
[] L] nani what
1] 1 suki to like, likable; Adj(na)
. 0 amai sweet;Adj (i)
0] oo o-sake sake, alcohol
Odd OOoddno Nihonshu Japanese rice wine
OO0 minin kirei beautiful;Adj(na)
] N hen strange, odd,
eccentric; Adj(na)
C10] oo hanabi fireworks
OO0 OOOm daisuki love, really like;Adj(na)
] N hima free ; Adj(na)
oo oo kakuteru cocktail
ot oo makasemasu to leave to someone,
to entrust someone
with something
OO0 minin kappu cup
OOdd oo o-choko sake cup

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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OdOodooooOodnd Japanese is difficult.
OOoOoOoooOooooooom Excuse me. | have a question.
OdOOdoOoOoOm What would you like to drink?
OOO0O0O0O00O0O0O0O0OoO00oOoOddn |1 like Audrey hepburn.
OOoOoOooooooooooom American cookies are sweet.
Ooooooooond | like alcohol.
OdOodooooOodnd Do you have Japanese rice wine?
OOoOoOoooOooooooom These earrings are beautiful.
OdOodooooOodnd The weather is weird today.
OOoOoOoooOoooOooom There is a fireworks show tonight.
Oooodoodonotd | love sports.
oooooon Are you free tomorrow?
OOoOoOoooOodadnd | don't like cocktails.
ADOO0O0O00Od e:gddon A: Where shall we go tomorrow? B:I'll leave it

up to you.

OOoOoOoOooOoOooooooom That's a beautiful coffee cup.
OdOodoozO0000dn Two sake cups, please.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #16 - Fit in and Make Friends - Several surefire phrases to help
your social life
OOOoooooooOod
Amai o-sake ga suki desu ka.
"Do you like sweet alcohol?"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn about i-adjectives and na-adjectives

e Learn how to talk about what you like using the word suki (1)
e Talk about degrees of liking someone or something

Prenominal Usage of I-Adjectives and Na-Adjectives

In Japanese, there are two kinds of adjectives: i-adjectives and na-adjectives. For more
information on these two types, please check Conjugation Lessons 2 and 3. Let's look at how
these two adjectives differ when they occur in front of a noun.
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Adjectives that end in "i" are i-adjectives and they can come right before a noun.

[ i-adjective ] + [ noun ]

OO OOom sweet liquor
amai 0-sake

OO O young person
wakai hito

00O | hot da

atsui hi

Na-adjectives need an na ([) after them when they come before a noun.

[ na-adjective ] + na + [ Noun ]

1] Ll I strange name
hen ha namae

O ] ] pretty fireworks
kirei na hanabi

Hininn ] ] tough job
taihen na shigoto

Using Suki ((JJ)

To talk about what you like, you can use the adjective suki ([11). This adjective literally
means, "liked" or "likeable" but has the same meaning as "l like" in English.

Affirmative
Formal: [ subject ] wa [ object ] ga suki desu [ subject ] like(s) [ object ]
Informal: [ subject ] wa [ object ] ga suki (da) [ subject] like(s) [ object ]
Examples:

1. O0O00OooodoOod
Watashi wa neko ga suki desu.
"I like cats."
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OOoO0Ooooooodono
Toyota-san wa o-sake ga suki desu.
"Mr. Toyota likes alcohol."

Question

Formal: [ subject ] wa [ object ] ga suki  |Does [ subject ] like [ object ]?
desu ka?

Informal: [ subject ] wa [ object ] ga suki? |Does [ subject ] like [ object ]?

Example:

Oooododooooodododoe
(Ashuri-san wa) amai o-sake ga suki desu ka?.
"Ashley, do you like sweet drinks?"

Degrees of Liking/Not Liking Something

Let's look at some different words that indicate different degrees of liking/not liking

something.

In these examples, we assume that the subject is "I."

[object] [0 IO (CI0T) "l love [object]"
[object] ga daisuki (desu)

[object] [J 11 (D) "I like [object]"
[object] ga suki (desu)

[object] [0 OO OO (CI07T) "l don't like [object]"

[object] ga suki janai (desu)
[object] 0 OO OOOOOOO
[object] ga suki ja arimasen

[object] [0 IO (1) "l hate [object]"
[object] ga kirai (desu)
[object] [0 IO (CI0T) "I really hate [object]"

[object] ga daikirai (desu)

Examples:

1. Dooooooon



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Tenpura ga daisuki desu.

"l love tempura.”
-OO00oooooogono

O-sake ga suki ja nai desu.

"l don't like alcohol.”
-OOoOoooOodono

Uso ga kirai desu.

"l hate lies."

Vocab Usage

In the dialog, we saw the word amai ([J1[1), which means "sweet". Let's take a look at some
more vocabulary used for describing taste.

i amai sweet
Oooono shoppai salty
OOom suppai sour
10 karai spicy
OO nigai bitter

Cultural Insight

So What IS Sake?

Many English speakers are familiar with the word "sake," which we use in English to talk
about Japanese rice wine. In Japanese, the word sake, or o-sake, as it is commonly known
with the polite prefix o- added, refers to alcohol in general. Japanese rice wine that is known
as "sake" in English is called Nihon-shu in Japanese. It's important to note that in Japan,
alcohol is a big part of socializing, especially in the business world when going out with
co-workers or clients. If you would rather not drink, don't hesitate to refuse by saying O-sake,
dame desu (OO OO E) which literally means "Alcohol is no good,” but comes across as
"l don't drink alcohol.”

Fireworks

Fireworks festivals, known as hanabi taikai (1) in Japanese, are very popular events
that are held in the summer throughout Japan. Major fireworks festivals draw crowds of
thousands of people, and unless you go early and reserve a space, it can sometimes be hard
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to find a place to sit and enjoy the fireworks! Many people go in big groups with friends,
family, or co-workers, and it is common to eat and drink as you sit and watch the fireworks.
The word for fireworks, hanabi (1), is made up of the words for "flower" and "fire."
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Formal Kaniji

EEiE.
Hooon
EEiE.
Hooon
oot

oot
Hooon
oot

oot

oot
Hooon
oot

EEiE.
oo
EEiE.
oo

Qg

OO0O00Oooooooooooooooooood
Oooodododooo oL
OOoOoooooooOod
Coid.odf..odoooooo s ot
OOOoOOoooooOood
OooodoooCL
OOOdooodno
OooodoooCL
OOOoOooOood
OO osoe
OOOoOoooodod
oo oned
OOoOoooooooOod
OoooodooooL
OOOOOOOO08druns)
OooodoooCL
OOOoOOoooooOood
Ooooododosoe
OO0OO0O0OOoooooooaod
110

OOOoOOoooooOood
Oooododoe

click here to listen to the entire conversation.

Formal Kana

gooooon

oo

gooooon

oo

goooon

oot

EiNINIEE

oot

Hoooobooogdodoooooooodood
HiEENNEE N E
HiNENEEEEEE .

L. oogdd... oo oodooooo ot
HiNENEEEEEE .

HiE NN E
HiENnEEE .

HiEENREE N E

oo

HiEEENEE e
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OoooO00oo0ood
OO000000000000000000
OoooO00oo0ood
Oo0o00000oo0oooon
OO0000000000(runs)
Oo0o00o0oog
ODOo0OO000000000000d
Oo0o00000oo0oooon

1 o e e e e e e
Oooo

ODoooO0oooooon
OOoo0oo00ooon

Formal Romanization

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri
Honda Daisuke
Ashuri
Suzuki Subaru

Ashuri
Suzuki Subaru
Ashuri

Suzuki Subaru

Ashuri
Suzuki Subaru
Ashuri

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri
Mitsuoka Rei
Ashuri

Honda Daisuke

Moshimoshi? Ashuri-san, ima, doko ni imasu ka.
Etto....Wakarimasen.

Chikaku ni nani ga arimasu ka.

Hon-ya to... ginko to... okii kden ga arimasu.
A, moshimoshi, Suzuki desu.

Koen no tonari ni hana-ya ga aru?
Hana-ya? Nai desu yo.

Chikaku ni konbini wa aru?

Hai, arimasu.

Watashi wa, ima, Sebun Irebun no mae ni imasu.
Sebun Irebun no mae?

Sebun Irebun no hidari ni hana-ya wa nai?
Al Aru! Arimasu.

Minna, hana-ya no mae ni iru yo.

Hana-ya no mae? A! (runs)

Sumimasen, mina-san.

Daijobu. Mondai nai desu yo.

Uwa. Sore wa, kimono desu ka?

Kimono ja nai desu. Kore wa, yukata.
Yukata?

Hé. Kawaii desu ne.

Ja, ikimasho.
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English

Daisuke Honda
Ashley
Daisuke Honda
Ashley
Subaru Suzuki

Ashley
Subaru Suzuki
Ashley

Subaru Suzuki

Ashley
Subaru Suzuki
Ashley

Daisuke Honda
Ashley

Rei Mitsuoka
Ashley

Daisuke Honda

Hello? Ashley, where are you now?
Umm... | don't know!

What's nearby?

There's a bookstore...and a bank...and a big park.
Oh hi, it's Suzuki.

Is there a flower shop next to the park?
Flower shop? No, there isn't.

Is there a convenience store nearby?
Yes, there is.

Right now, I'm in front of Seven Eleven.
In front of Seven Eleven?

Isn't there a flower shop to the left of it?
...Oh! Yes! There is.

We're all in front of the flower shop.

In front of the flower shop? Oh!! (runs)
I'm so sorry, everyone.

It's okay, no problem!

Wow, is that a kimono?

It's not a kimono. This is a yukata.
Yukata?

Wow, it's cute!

Well then, let's go!

Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
OO0 minin imasu to be (animate), to
exist; -masu form
OO OO iru to be, to exist
OO Oofad chikaku near
. i hon-ya bookstore
1 oo ginko bank
OO0 Oood okii big
1 oo koen park
OJ OO0 tonari next to, next door
OO0 OO konbini convenience store
O OO mae before, in front
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[] 0 hidari left
Hinn oo min'na everyone
1 oo mondai problem
1] oo kimono kimono
1 o yukata light cotton kimono
OoOoO [ kawalii cute, pretty
1 o hana-ya flower shop, florist
Ooooood oooonomo Sebun-Irebun Seven
Eleven(convenience
store)
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
Ooooooon Do you have a boyfriend?
OOodooom Where are you now?
OOoooooooogn Is there a station nearby?
OOooooOoOodnd I'm at the bookstore now.
OOooooooooooood There's a Bank of Japan in Nihonbashi.
OdOodoooooododdn There is a big bookstore in front of the bank.
oooooooooooon | love this park.
Oooooooogodn The bank is next to a book store.
odooooodoand I'll go to the convenience store.
OdOodoooooododdn There is a big bookstore in front of the bank.
OO0O0OO0O0000000000O00000 There is a good ramen shop to the left of the
Qg convenience store.
Oodoooooodogoooon I love all of my classmates.
Ododoooooddadn | have a bit of a problem.
OOooOoooOoadn | like kimonos.
OdoooooOodd Do you have a yukata (light cotton kimono)?
OOooOoooOoadn That yukata is pretty.
OOooooOoOodnd Where's the florist?

uouopooooooonon

The bread sold at Seven Eleven is good.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #17 - Understanding Directions - Never Get Lost Again

Looooooond
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Hana-ya ga arimasu.
"There's a flower shop."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn the difference between arimasu (C1C1C1C) and imasu (C1C100) and when to use
each

e Learn how to talk about locations in more detail

e Learn how to make a suggestion with -masho (-1 1)

Using Arimasu (1) and Imasu (C1C10T)

Arimasu (1) and imasu (L1 O) are both verbs that express "to be," "to exist,” "to be
located,” or "to have." We use arimasu ([C11[11), which we covered in Lesson 6, for
inanimate things, whereas we use imasu ([1[J[]) for animate things such as people and
animals.

m[][ Inanimate thing ] ga arimasu (formal) = "There is ~", "There are ~", "I have ~"
m[1[ Inanimate thing ] ga aru (informal) = "There is ~" / "There are ~" / "l have ~"
Affirmative:

There's a flower shop.

Formal: OO OO QOO [Hana-ya ga arimasu.]

Informal: 1100 [Hana-ya ga aru.]

Negative:

There isn't a flower shop.
Formal: OO OO OOO O [Hana-ya ga arimasen.]
Informal: OO0 [Hana-ya ga nai.]

Examples:

1. O0O00O0OoOodo
Hana-ya ga arimasu.
"There's a flower shop."

2. 0OoOOoOgood

Chizu ga arimasu.
"I have a map."

3. OOoOOado
Jikan ga aru.

"l have time."



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

m[I[Animate thing ] ga imasu (formal) = "There is ~" / "There are ~" / "I have ~"
m[I[Animate thing ] ga iru (informal) = "There is ~" / "There are~" /"l have ~"

Affirmative:

There is a teacher (here).
Formal: OO OO OO [Sensei ga imasu.]
Informal: CJCICICICIC] [Sensei gairu.]

Negative:

There isn't a teacher (here).

Formal: OO OO [Sensei ga imasen.]
Informal: OO OO0 [Sensei ga inai.]

Examples:

1. Ooododn
Matsuda-bucho ga imasu.
"Mr. Matsuda is here."

2. JO0OOOoooooodo
Boifurendo ga imasu ka.

"Do you have a boyfriend?"

3. oot
Petto ga iru.

"l have a pet."

Talking About Location in More Detail

First, to talk about the location of something in relation to a landmark, we use the particle no
(). See Lesson 12 for how to describe location using arimasu (L1 I 0]).

[ Landmark ] no [ location ]

OO000 ODO0doogood ‘Next to the bookstore"
Hon-ya no tonari
O0OO0 OoOo0oddnd 'In front of the flower shop"

Hana-ya no mae
O000 OgOoOoooood 'Near the station"
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Eki no chikaku | |

By using the location particle ni ([1) after the location, we can talk about where an object is.

[ Landmark ] no [ location ] ni [ object ] ga arimasu/imasu.

oOoan ] Oooooodood "There is a
Hooooooog ni konbini ga arimasu. convenience store next
Hon-ya no tonari to the bookstore."
Ooon U] ooooonom "There is a bank near
OoOoOooodd ni ginko ga arimasu. the station.”

Eki no chikaku

oOoan ] OOoOodood "There is a cat in front
OOooooodn ni neko ga imasu. of the flower shop."
Hana-ya no mae

Example from the dialogue:
OOO00dO: doogooooooodg

Suzuki Subaru: Koen no tonari ni hana-ya ga aru?
Subaru Suzuki: "Is there a flower shop next to the park?"

Making Suggestions with -masho (- 0)

At the end of the dialogue, Daisuke suggests that they go ("Let's go!") using ikimasho
(OOOOdm). This -masho is known as the volitional form and we use it to politely suggest,
propose, or invite.

To make the volitional, we start with a verb in the masu form (see Lesson 14), take away -
masu, and attach -masho instead.

Masu form of a verb [Take away -masu |Attach -masho
ikimasu (1) jiki- ikimasho
(OOOOdm)

More Examples:

Masu Form of a [Meaning Volitional Form Meaning
Verb (-masho)

tabemasu 'to eat"” tabemasho 'Let's eat”
(O Odmo) (O OO cc)

nomimasu 'to drink" nomimasho '‘Let's drink"
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(OOO0) (OOooooo)
machimasu 'to wait" machimasho 'Let's wait"
(u]u]=]=) (OOoooo)

Example from the Dialogue:

goob:boodd

ooon

Honda Daisuke: Ja, ikimasho.
Daisuke Honda: "Well then, let's go!"

Vocabulary Usage: Hello?

00 OO0 [Moshi moshi.] "Hello?" - This phrase is largely used when answering the
phone in Japanese and is equivalent to "Hello?". It can also be used to get someone's
attention when you think that they can't hear you or are not paying attention.

Vocabulary Building: Place Name and Location Vocabulary

Place Name Vocabulary

OO0 O0oOoOodo ‘bank”
ginko

OO0 Oooodd '‘bookstore”
hon-ya

OO0 O0O00Ood 'flower shop"
hana-ya

O ddod 'train station"
eki

OO0 O0oOoOodo ‘park”

koen

OO0 oot ‘entrance”
iriguchi

OO0 OooOd ‘exit"
deguchi

0 dooood ‘airport”

kako
oo

'taxi stand"
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OO0O00O0OoOoOon

takushi noriba

O0000 00000080  ['bus terminal”
basu noriba

HIEIEIN ‘convenience store"
konbini

OO0 O0O0O0Oodano 'school”
gakko

OO0 OOooOood ‘university"
daigaku

10 'building”
biru

Hininn 'supermarket"
supa
Location Vocabulary

O OO0dno 'in front of"
mae

OO0 OOOOd 'behind"
ushiro

O OO0dno right”

migi

O OOO0Oon left"

hidari

O O0dono 'next to"
tonari

OO0 OOOOd 'close to"
chikaku

O OO0dno '‘above"

ue

O OO0dno '‘below"
shita

O OO0dno 'inside"
naka

Podcasts
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Cultural Insight

Yukata and Kimono

If you visit Japan in the summer, you might see some people wearing yukata (C101), a light
cotton kimono often worn in the summer. Yukata are usually worn when visiting a matsuri
(CO0), which is a summer festival. The kanji for the word yukata means, "bath” (1) and
"cloth" () because yukata are worn as pajamas at ryokan, traditional Japanese-style inns.
The style of a yukata is similar to that of a kimono, but a kimono can have multiple layers and
the fabric is usually much thicker and heavier. While yukata are worn in casual situations in
the summer, kimono are often reserved for special occasions, such as weddings or Coming
of Age Day. (Reference All About Lesson 9 for more information on this holiday.)
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Formal Kanji

NN OO0 noe]

10 Ao d
OO0 nond

10 NN
OJO0dO0dodooooooom
Ao

NN OO0 noedd
A0 0

NN OO0 noed

(JTurns pages)

NN oo
A0 o
OO00OO0000000O0Od(Laughs)

10 00O
OO

10 A0 r 0

NN OO0 ond
Ao r

NN R INRIN

10 HININNR

NN OOdOodoaodn

Ao ded 110

1]

NI NN

Formal Kana

NI A0 ood

Aogdodn JOdOododogooood
Ao r

Aoggodog JOdododon
A0 r
JOdO0dodogogooon]

IR EN A0 oMed

oo

Looobiogyguooooooogood
Oooooooooooooooooog
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OoOoOodono OOoOoOoOoood
OO0000000O00oooooooooogoognd
OO0O0O0000O0000000(Laughs)

OO0O00O00d doOoooooooooooooooogoooooogoogd
OOoOoOoOoood

OoOoOodono OO000000O0Ooooooooogoogad

OOoOodo OOoO0OoOooooodnd
OOO0O0ooooooooooood

OoOoOodono OOoOood

OOOOoo0od googood

OoOoOodono OOoO0OoOooooodnd

OOoOooooo good

OOoOoooOod

OoOoOodono OOoOdono

Formal Romanization

Ashuri Mitsuoka-san wa yoku yukata o kimasuka.

Mitsuoka Rei lya, amari, kimasen ne.

Honda Daisuke

Suzuki Subaru

Ashuri
( Turns pages)
Mitsuoka Rei

Honda Daisuke

Mitsuoka Rei
Ashuri

Mitsuoka Rei
Honda Daisuke
Suzuki Subaru

Honda-kun wa? Yoku, yukata kiru?
Zenzen kinai ne.

A... demo ryokan de tokidoki, kiru ne.
Oi, Suzuki, sono hon, nani?
Kore?Jajan!( Nanpa tekunikku 101)
hai, Ashuri-chan. Kore, purezento.
Honto desu ka? Arigatd gozaimasu.

Uwa omoshiroi!

( Kon'nichiwa. O-j0-san, o-cha o shimasen ka.)
Furai!! Seiko shinai yo.(Laughs)

(Nee, o-cha shinai?)( Nee, hitori?)( Ima, hima?)
Kore wa, mama.

( koko, yoku kuru?)... Kore wa, shizen.
Takusan, arimasu ne.

mina-san wa, yoku nanpa o shimasu ka.
Shimasen yo.

Boku mo shinai.

Ore wa... yoku suru.



Mitsuoka Rei&
Honda Daisuke
Suzuki Subaru
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Usol!l?

Uso da yo.

English

Podcasts

Ashley
Rei Mitsuoka

Daisuke Honda

Subaru Suzuki
Ashley

(Turns pages)
Rei Mitsuoka

Daisuke Honda

Mitsuoka-san, do you often wear yukata?

No, | don't usually wear them.

How about you, Honda-kun? Do you often wear yukata?

| never do.

Oh...but | sometimes wear them at Japanese-style inns.
Hey, Suzuki, what's that book you have?
This? Taa-daaa! "Techniques for Getting a Date 101."
Here, Ashley-chan. A present for you.

Really? Thank you!

Whoa, these are funny!
"Hello. Would you like to go out for tea, young lady?"

That's so old! You won't succeed with that one. (Laughs)
"Want to get something to drink?" "Are you alone?" "Are you free

now?"
These are okay.

Rei Mitsuoka "Do you come here often?" This one's natural.
Ashley There are a lot of them!
Do you all often pick up girls or guys?
Rei Mitsuoka No, | don't.
Daisuke Honda  Me neither.
Subaru Suzuki | do...a lot.
Rei Mitsuoka &  No way!
Daisuke Honda
Subaru Suzuki Just kidding.
Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
O o amatri not very
. [ zenzen not... at all (adverb)
1 oo ryokan Japanese style inn
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[] 107 hon book
OO0 i nanpa to hit on, to pick up
Hininn OOooomd 0-j0-san young lady, daughter
0 i 0-cha tea
o [N mama S0-SO
0 107 koko here
107 107 kuru to come;V3
HIEnIEn oo purezento present
oo OOoddno tekunikku technique
0 0 yoku often
1 o shizen natural ; Adj(na)
O o Kiru to wear, to put on; V2
O OOoddno omoshiroi funny, interesting,
amusing; Adj(i)
1 o furui old (not person); Adj(i)
0 107 suru to do; V3
1] OO0 seiko success

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Uooooooooooooon

Hoooooood

Uoooooooooon

oooopoooog

Hooooboooooooon
oooooooooooon

Hoooooon

uouopooooodoag

Hoooooon
oooopoooog

Uooooooooooooon

uouobooooooooooood

EEiE
oooopoooog

Hooooboooooooon

ooooooogodo
Hooooooogon
oooooogdd
doooooogdd

| don't really like alcohol
| have no idea.

Is there a Japanese style inn nearby?

How much is this book?
| don't pick up girls at all

What's your daughter's name?

This tea is hot.
The sushi here is so-so.

This place is no smoking.

What time will the train come?

This is a present. Here you are.

| don't have any techniques for playing

basketball.
Do you listen to music a

lot?

Is this natural Japanese?

| often wear kimono.
Peter is funny.
| love old songs.

What are you going to do tomorrow?
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OdOdOoOoOooododooOom Today's event was a big success.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #18 - How Often Will These Japanese Pick-Up Lines Work for
You?
OOo0ooOoooooooOodn
Mitsuoka-san wa yoku yukata o kimasu ka.
"Mitsuoka-san, do you often wear yukata?"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn about Class 2 and Class 3 verbs

e Learn various adverbs of frequency

e Learn how to invite someone to do something with a negative question

Class 2 and Class 3 Verbs

In Lesson 14, we introduced the concept of the dictionary form of a verb (like iku/[1[1) as
opposed to the masu form of a verb (like ikimasu/CIJC1]). There are three classes of
Japanese verbs: Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3 verbs. In this lesson, we will look at Class 2
and Class 3 verbs.

Three Verb Inflection Patterns

How can you tell which class a verb belongs to?

1. When masu is preceded by -i 0 Class 1 verb
2. When masu is preceded by -e or a one syllable sound [ Class 2 verb
3. kimasu ("to come"), shimasu ("to do")[(10 Class 3 verb or irregular verb

Informal Formal

Affirmative Negative Affirmative Negative
(dictionary) (nai form) (masu form)
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To wear L1 I 1O ot
kiru kinai kimasu kimasen
To see L1 I 1O ot
miru minai Mmimasu mimasen
To eat OO oo OO OOoOodn
taberu tabenai tabemasu tabemasen
To exist 1] NN Hinn oo
(animate) iru inai imasu Imasen
rule -] Drop -ru, add -nai Drop -ru, add -masu [Drop -masu,
- ru -masen

Let's compare formal and informal speech in the following examples.

| eat meat.

m[lInformal speech: IO C1C(Watashi wa niku o taberu.)
m[1Formal speech: 10O OO OO C(Watashi wa niku o tabemasu.)

| don't eat meat.

m[Informal speech: OO OO OO OO (Watashi wa niku o tabenai.)
m[1Formal speech: 10O OO OO CIC1C0(Watashi wa niku o tabemasen.)

Examples from the dialog:

1. OO 0o o e
Ashurl: Mitsuoka-san wa yoku yukata o kimasu ka.
Ashley: "Mitsuoka-san, do you often wear yukata?"

2. 0OOoO:0oO0oooooooognod

Mitsuoka Rei: lya, amari, kimasen ne.

Rei Mitsuoka: "No, | don't usually wear them."

There are only two Class 3 verbs in Japanese, and they are both exceptions to the normal
conjugation rules. The following table shows you how to create the negative of the informal

and formal forms.
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Informal Formal
Affirmative Negative Affirmative Negative
(dictionary) (nai form) (masu form)
To wear 0 OO OO OOoOoo
suru shinai shimasu shimasen
To see 0 minin OO OOoOoo
kuru konai kimasu kimasen

Let's compare formal and informal speech in the following example.

Formal Informal Translation
OOOO0OoOod OOOoOoOono | study."”

Benkyd o shimasu. Benky0 o suru.

OO0O0O0O0Oodno OOOoOoood 'l don't study.”
Benkys o shimasen. Benky0d o shinai.

OO0O0O0O0OoOonOom OO0OoOoOoodo '| often come here."
Koko ni yoku kimasu. Koko ni yoku kuru.

OO0dodOdoon oooooddoOoond 'I never come here."
O Koko ni zenzen konai.

Koko ni zenzen kimasen.

Example:

Oooto: oUodoe
Ashurl: Mina-san wa, yoku
Ashley: "Do you all often p

OoOoooOogood
nanpa o shimasu ka.
ick up girls or guys?

Adverbs of Frequency - How Often?

Being able to talk about how often you do or don't do something is an important skill in

Japanese. Let's take a look at some common adverbs of frequency:

N "often” (OOHoDoOooOoOododod

yoku (Watashi wa) yoku niku o
tabemasu.

OO0 ['sometimes” OooooooOoOondd

tokidoki Tokidoki niku o tabemasu.

Oon 'not often” (used with negative |11 0 0000000

amari verb) Amari niku o tabemasen.
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Hininn "never" (used with negative verb) |11 OO0 O0O00O0COC]
zenzen Zenzen niku o tabemasen.

Examples from the dialogue:

1. 0000 00o0oodoogooodono
Ashurl: Mitsuoka-san wa yoku yukata o kimasu ka.
Ashley: "Mitsuoka-san, do you often wear yukata?"
2. 0000 000doDoooogooooooooooooogn
Mitsuoka Rei: lya, amari, kimasen ne. Honda-kun wa? Yoku, yukata kiru?
Rei Mitsuoka: "No, | don't usually wear them. How about you, Honda-kun? Do you often
wear yukata?"
3. OO O:0oooo ooogoooooooooogno
Honda Daisuke: Zenzen kinai ne. A... demo ryokan de tokidoki, kiru ne.
Daisuke Honda: "I never do. Oh...but | sometimes wear them at Japanese-style inns."

Inviting Someone to Do Something

In the dialogue, the characters look through the book of pick-up lines. Some of these are to
be used to invite someone to do something. You can use the negative form of a verb as a
guestion (with rising intonation) to invite someone to do something.

Informal:

Negative Form|Said with Sentence Translation
Rising Intonation

10 oo Ooodootd ‘Wanna go get

shinai shinai? O-cha o shinai? some tea?"**

g g oaoonon ‘Wanna see a

minai minai? Eiga o0 minai? movie?"

* Note that using ka () after the informal negative, as in shinai ka (CJ[1[1[1), is an example
of male speech.

** O-cha o suru (1) is a common expression that literally means "go out for tea," but
these days it doesn't always necessarily refer to getting tea. In most cases, it refers to going
to a cafe or coffee shop and chatting over a drink such as coffee, tea, etc.

Formal:
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Negative Form|Said with Sentence Translation
Rising Intonation
Hininn OOO0000(ka can be 1O OO0 ["Would you like to
shimasen omitted) ] go get some tea?"
shimasen ka? O-cha o shimasen
ka?
Hininn OOO0000(ka can be 1O OO0 ["'Would you like to
mimasen omitted) ] see a movie?"
mimasen ka? Eiga o mimasen
ka?

Cultural Insight

Nanpa

In the dialogue, Ashley is given a book called Nanpa Technique 101 (Techniques for Getting
a Date 101) as a gag gift. Nanpa is a word that refers to "picking up" or "hitting on" a member
of the opposite sex, but in many cases it refers to the act of guys picking up girls. Even
though this is a Japanese word, it is often written out using katakana.
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Formal Kanji

oaooon boofgodooon

oot oooooooooooooooond

oggg oo

oot oooooooooooig
Oodooooooodnd
oot
odoooood

oot oo

oggg oooooooodoooooooodnd
ooogoodd

g Hodoooooodnd

oot oo ooooood

g Hodoooooodnd
oot
odoobooooodooood

oot ooooot

g oooooooodoooooooodnd

oot oot

oD boddgdgaon

oot oo

Formal Kana

oot ogoooooooood

Ul

oot oot

Uoooon oo

oot ooooooooooogn
oduoooogooaon
ooooooooooogn
Hoaooooon

HiNIEEN oooooooooig

oggg oo odoooooood
oooooooogn

oo bogoouooood

oo

HEE N
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Loooooodon
Hoouoooooooooood
Looooooogooooooooog
oooobooooooooon
Loooooong
oo od
Looooboooooooooon

HiEE NN

HiEE NN

Formal Romanization

Eki no anaunsu
Ashuri
Suzuki Subaru
Ashuri

Suzuki Subaru
ashuri

Honda Daisuke
Ashuri

Mitsuoka Rei

Ashuri
Mitsuoka Rei
Honda Daisuke
Eki no anaunsu
Ashuri

Tsugi wa Shinagawa. Shinagawa.

Mina-san, ky0 wa, arigatd gozaimashita.
Tanoshikatta?

Hai, totemo tanoshikatta desu.

Hanabi wa totemo kirei deshita.

O-bentd mo oishikatta desu.

Gochiso-sama deshita.

Konshi, mata, nomanai?

A, zannen desu ga, konsha, kaisha ni ikimasen.
Chotto kanko shimasu.

Hé. Doko ni iku no.

Tsukiji to, Asakusa to, Akihabara to, Fujisan to Kamakura to,
Nikko ni ikimasu.

E? Watashi no shusshin, Nikko!

Ryo0shin no ie ga Nikko ni arimasu.
Ashuri-san, uchi ni tomaranai?

E? li desu ka.

Un, daijobu. Ja, ato de, renraku shimasu ne.
Yokatta desu ne, Ashuri-san.

Shinagawa. Shinagawa.

Ja, mina-san, mata.

English




Station
Announcement
Ashley
Subaru Suzuki
Ashley

Subaru Suzuki
Ashley

Daisuki Honda
Ashley

Rei Mitsuoka

Ashley

Rei Mitsuoka
Daisuke Honda
Station

JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Next is Shinagawa...Shinagawa...

Everyone, thank you so much for everything today.
Did you have fun?

Yes, | had a lot of fun!

The fireworks were really pretty.

The bento was good too.

Thanks for the delicious meal.

Want to go drinking again this week?

Ohh, unfortunately | won't be going to work this week.
I'm going to do a little sightseeing.

Really? Where are you going?

I'm going to Tsukiji, Asakusa, Akihabara, Mt. Fuji, Kamakura, and
Nikko.

Oh? My hometown is Nikko!

My parents' house is in Nikko.

Ashley-san, why don't you stay at their house?

Eh? Is it okay?

Sure, it's okay! I'll contact you later, okay?

Lucky you, Ashley!

Shinagawa...Shinagawa...

Announcement
Ashley Okay, well, see you later everyone!
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
Odd oo kirei beautiful;Adj(na)
1] OOooon konsha this week
O ad nomu to drink;V1
1] OOOm zannen a shame, regrettable
OO OOodn chotto a bit
1] 1 uchi house, home
i N tomaru to stay;V1
L1t oot renraku contact, connect
mn OO0m bento boxed lunch
OO0 OOOm tanoshii fun, enjoyable ; Adj(i)
1 oo kaisha company, corporation
1] OOOm kanko sightseeing
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1 OOoddno ryoshin parents
0 i ato de later
1 N mata again
] 107 ie house

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

oooooooooooon
Uoooooooooon
oooooooooooooooo
oooon

ooooooogodo
Hooooboooodoooooooodd
00

Hooooboooooooon
ooooooogodo
Uoooooooooooooon

Hooooooooooon
ooooooodoon
Hoooooon
ooooooogodo
Hooooooooooon
Hoooon
Hoooooodn

These earrings are beautiful.

Are you free this Sunday?

| drink orange juice in the morning.
That's too bad.

Excuse me for a minute.

There's a big house next to our home.

Where are you staying today?
Please contact me.

The boxed lunches sold at convenience
stores are good.

Mr. Suzuki is a fun person.

Toyota is a Japanese company.

I'll do some sightseeing tomorrow.
My parents are from Narita.

I'll go to the convenience store later.
See you later.

I've just left my house.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #19 - The Top Six Places You Have to See When You're in Japan

Aot
Totemo tanoshikatta desu.
"I had a lot of fun!"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to make the past tense of i-adjectives and na-adjectives

e |earn about Class 1 verbs

e Review how to invite someone to do something using a negative question
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Podcasts

As we explained in Lesson 16, there are two different types of adjectives: i-adjectives, and
na-adjectives. How we conjugate these adjectives depends on the type. In this lesson, we will

learn how to create the past tense of both types of adjectives ("It was ~").

I-Adjectives

e How do we create the informal past form?
Step 1: Drop the final i (1)
Step 2: Add katta (1)

e How do we create the formal past form?
Step 1: Drop the final i (1)
Step 2: Add katta (C1C10)
Step 3: Add desu (1)

English i-adjective Drop final informal Past  [Formal Past
(CD) Add katta ( Add katta desu (
COO0) 1)
fun . L= . HiEEEEEE.
tanoshii tanoshi- ftanoshikatta tanoshikatta desu
delicious . L= . HiEEEEEE.
oishii oishi- oishikatta oishikatta desu
Examples:

1. 00000 ooooooooodo
Ashurl: Totemo tanoshikatta desu.
Ashley: "l had a lot of fun!" (Literally, "It was a lot of fun.")

2. 00000 DOooooooogoodg
Ashuri: O-bentd mo oishikatta desu.
Ashley: "The bento was good too."

[0 Note that the i-adjective ii ((I[1), meaning "good" or "well," is an exception to this rule.

Non-past

Past

N
i

goooon

yokatta desu
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For all of the above examples, please remember that desu ([1[1) only serves to make the
phrase polite and is not needed when speaking informal Japanese.

Example:

OOO0O0:00000000oooogodn
Honda Daisuke: Yokatta desu ne, Ashuri-san.
Daisuke Honda: "Lucky you, Ashley!" (Literally, "That's great, Ashley!")

Na-Adjectives

e How do we create the informal past form?
Add datta ([J[1[7) to the dictionary form

e How do we create the informal past form?
Add deshita ([1[1[1) to the dictionary form

English na-adjective Informal Past Formal Past
Add datta ([1[1CT)Add deshita
(O 0)
beautiful OoOod OOodod OO
kirei kirei datta kirei deshita
tough OO OOOoOdOm OO0
taihen taihen datta taihen deshita
Example:

OOO0dO: dooooooogooad
Ashuri: Hanabi wa totemo kirei deshita.
Ashley: "The fireworks were really pretty."

Class 1 Verbs

In the last lesson, we introduced Class 2 and Class 3 verbs and showed you how to make
the dictionary form from the masu form. Now, we will take a look at Class 1 verbs.

Three Verb Inflection Patterns
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How can you tell which class a verb belongs to?

1. When masu is preceded by -i O Class 1 verb
2. When masu is preceded by -e or a one syllable sound [ Class 2 verb
3. kimasu ("to come"), shimasu ("to do")[(10 Class 3 verb or irregular verb

One example we saw in the dialogue was ikimasu (L1 ), which means "to go." The
following table shows you how to create the negative of the informal and formal forms.

Affirmative Negative Rule

Formal oooo > OooOon Drop -masu, add -masen
ikimasu ikimasen

Informal it [ Qo (1) Drop the final -u sound
iku ikanai (2) Add -anai

Let's also look at the verb nomimasu (CJ[J[C11), which means "to drink."

Affirmative Negative Rule

Formal miminin [ OOooon Drop -masu, add -masen
nomimasu nomimasen

Informal i [ o (1) Drop the final -u sound
nomu nomanai (2) Add -anai

Examples:

1. 00000 00o00oooodono
Suzuki Subaru: Konsha, mata, nomanai?
Subaru Suzuki: "Want to go drinking again this week?"

2. 00000 0O00oooooooooooooooodo
Ashuri: A, zan'nen desu ga, konshu, kaisha ni ikimasen.
Ashley: "Ohh, unfortunately | won't be going to work this week."

m  Conjugation: Dictionary Form < masu form < informal negative form

English Dictionary Form Masu Form Plain Negative Form
'to write" IO kaku O OO0 kakimasu O OO0 kakanai
'to speak” (1 hanasu O OO0 hanashimasulldC1C1C0 hanasanai
'to wait" 0 matsu O OO0 machimasu (OO C matanai
'to die" (1 shinu OO0 shinimasu IO CIC shinanai
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'to drink" (1] nomu OO0 nomimasu (I C1C] nomanai
'to make" (17 tsukuru T tsukurimasu (1 C1 10T tsukuranai
'to swim" 1] oyogu IO oyogimasu  [C1C1C1C] oyoganai
'to invite" (1] yobu 00 yobimasu LI 0 yobanai

Reviewing How to Invite Someone to Do Something

We first introduced how to invite someone to do something with a negative question in
Lesson 18. We saw more examples of this structure in this dialogue, so let's take a look at
this topic again. To turn a statement into an invitation, remember that we use the negative
form of a verb and turn it into a question using the question particle ka (1) when the verb is
formal or by using rising intonation if the verb is informal.

Let's take a look at the examples from this dialogue:

1. OO0O0O:00000000dohi(rising intonation)
Suzuki Subaru: Konsha, mata, nomanai?
Subaru Suzuki: "Want to go drinking again this week?"
2. 0000 DOO0O0OOOOOOOO0O00O0ddc(rising intonation)
Mitsuoka Rei: Ashuri-san, uchi ni tomaranai?
Rei Mitsuoka: "Ashley-san, why don't you stay at their house?"

Vocab Usage: Thanks for the meal!

0O OO0OO0OOOO0 [Gocehiso-sama deshita] "Thanks for the meal”. After a meal, it's
customary to say Gochiso-sama deshita, which is like saying “thank you for the meal”. You
can say this to the person who has made or paid for the meal, as well as to the staff at a
restaurant.

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some relative time expressions:

m [1[] - kyoO - today
m (][] - konsha - this week
For more detailed information on relative time expressions, please check the following
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Appendix lesson: Relative Time Expressions (Appendix #8).

Cultural Insight

Bento

Bento, or o-bentd (which were also mentioned in All About Japanese Lesson 7 on Japanese
cuisine), are "boxed lunches" or meals served in a box that are either prepared at home or
bought at restaurants and convenience stores. A typical bento includes rice, fish or meat, and
some pickled vegetables as a side dish, but it is possible to find a wide variety of bento. You
can find reasonably-priced bento at convenience stores as well as high-class, gourmet bento
at department stores or restaurants. One special type of bento that is sold exclusively at train
stations and on trains is the ekiben ([C1[1) which combines the word for train station, eki (1)
and the first part of the word bento ([C1[1). Definitely try a bento if you get the chance!
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Formal Kaniji

(ODOOoOoOoOoood

NI A0 rd

NN OO0 ond
Ao

NN OO0 ond

10 Ao r

NN OO0 nond
Ao

1] Ao nod

NN OO0 dm

1] 60011
OJO0dO0dodooooooom
Ao d

NN OO0d0O0dOodooooooo4m

1] Aot

NN OO
HINNRRIRIENEE

1] OO

(Oooo

1] OO0 noe]

Formal Kana

(ODOOoOoooOoooooood

NI A0 o ed

o JOdodooooooogm
A0 od

oo JOdodoooooo

110 A0 ded

oo JOdOododogooood
Ao rm

NI A0 r

oo OO gn

oo

HiE NN .
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LOoOooobooogdooooooonoog
Ooooooooooooooooog
Looooooogooooooooog
Ooooooooooon
Loooooodon
Oooooooooooooono
Hoooooooogoon

Looooooodoooooooog

Formal Romanization

(Edo Tokyo Hakubutsukan)

Ashuri
Oba-san

Ashuri
Oba-san
Ashuri

Kakari-in
Ashuri
Kakari-in

Ashuri
Kakari-in
Ashuri

Kakari-in
( pasha)
Kakari-in

Ano, sumimasen, kono densha wa Ryogoku ni ikimasu ka.
E? Ryogoku? l|kanai yo.

Demo, ano Sobu-sen wa iku.

Sobuse? Dore desu ka.

Are. Ano, kiiroi densha. Wakaru?

A, hai. Wakarimashita.

Arigatd gozaimashita.

Yokoso, Edo Tokyo Hakubutsukan e.
Otona ichi-mai, onegai shimasu.
Roppyaku-en desu.

Ky0, ichi-ji kara o-chakai ga arimasu.
Shusseki shimasen ka. Muryo desu.
Muryo? Mury0 wa... nan desu ka.
Tada desu. Zero-en desu.

Ja, sanka shimasu.

Shashin, daijobu desu ka.

Hai, daijobu desu.

O-kyaku-sama, furasshu wa dame desu.

English

(At Edo Tokyo Museum)
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Ashley Um, excuse me; does this train go to Ryogoku?
Old lady Huh? Ryogoku? No, it doesn't.
But that Sobu-sen does.
Ashley Sobuse? Which one?
Old lady That one. That yellow train. Do you understand?
Ashley Oh, yes. | understand.
Thank you very much!
Clerk Welcome to the Edo Tokyo Museum.
Ashley One adult ticket please.
Clerk It's 600 yen.
Today at one, there's a tea ceremony.
Would you like to participate? It's "mury0."
Ashley "Muryo?" What's "muryo?”
Clerk It's free. Zero yen.
Ashley Okay then, I'll participate.
Is it okay to take pictures?
Clerk Yes, it's okay.
(snap)
Clerk Ma'am, you can't use flash.
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
OO ooOodon hakubutsukan museum
C10] oo densha train
OO oo Sobu-sen Sobu line
N oo shusseki attendance, presence
0] 00 tada free
1] I sanka participation
1] OOOm shashin photograph, picture
OOoOdn OOooon furasshu flash
OO0 OOooon 0-cha kai tea ceremony
mmn OOodn Kiiroi yellow;Adj (i)
1] OOOm muryo free, no charge
1 N Edo old name of Tokyo

Vocabulary Sample Sentences
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OOoooooooodon I'm going to a museum tomorrow.
Oodoooon | love trains.
OOoooooOodaOdnd Which line is the Sobu line?

I O O O Y Y A A O
HoooobooogdooooonDoott

00
Hooooooooooon

uouopooooodoag

Hoooobooggooooooon

Uuooonoooog

Uoooooooooooooon

Hoooooodn
ooy

I'm not going to attend the meeting tomorrow.
Tea is free, but the coffee is 100yen.

I'm going to participate in the Tokyo Marathon.
This is a picture of my child.

This camera doesn't have a flash.

I'm going to participate in a tea ceremony.
What's the name of that yellow flower over
there?

Is this free?

Edo is the old name of Tokyo.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #20 - You Had Better Ask This Question Before You Do This in

Japan

Oooododoonoiododoooe
Ano, sumimasen, kono densha wa Ryogoku ni ikimasu ka.
"Um, excuse me, does this train go to Ryogoku?"

In this lesson, you will:
e Review Class 1 verbs

e Learn how to ask about transportation

e Review daijobu and dame

Review of Class 1 verbs

Remember that you can identify verbs (in their masu form) as Class 1 verbs when the masu

is preceded by -i.

Let's look at the example of ikimasu (L1 I 1) again:

Formal I
ikimasu

O

OOoddo
ikimasen

Drop -masu, add -masen
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Informal

L U

iku

Ooodd
ikanai

(1) Drop the final -u

sound

(2) Add -anai

In the dialogue, we also had the verb wakarimasu, another example of a Class 1 verb.

Formal OOooom OOOOO0  Prop -masu, add -masen
wakarimasu wakarimasen
Informal minin Oooon (1) Drop the final -u
wakaru wakaranai sound
(2) Add -anai
Examples:

1. OO0t oo oo O

Oba-san: Are. Ano, kiiroi densha. Wakaru?

Old lady: "That one. That yellow train. Do you understand?"
2. 00000 ooooooooooood

Ashuri: A, hai. Wakarimashita.

Ashley: "Oh, yes. | understand.”

Asking About Transportation

In the dialogue, Ashley asked a stranger if a train was going to Ryogoku, where she wanted
to go. Let's see how we can ask these kinds of useful transportation questions:

Kono [ transportation ] wa [ place ] e/ni ikimasu ka?

‘This"  [Transport- [Topic Place Direction ['to go" + Translation

ation Particle Particle  |Question
i OO O OO ] OO0  ['Does this train go to
Kono densha wa Tokyo ni Ikimasu ka [Tokyo?"
i OO O ] ] OO0  ['Does this bus go to
Kono basu wa eki ni Ikimasu ka the station?"
Example:

OOoOOO:00000dooooooooooooooom
Ashuri: Ano, sumimasen, kono densha wa ryogoku ni ikimasu ka.
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Ashley: "Um, excuse me; does this train go to Ryogoku?"

Reviewing Daijobu/Dame

We first introduced daijobu (C1C ) and dame ([J[1) in Lesson 8. Daijobu means, "it's okay
or "it's all right," while dame is the opposite and means "not okay" or "not all right." What is
being referred to as "okay" or "not okay" depends on context.

In this dialogue, daijobu (LJJ[1) and dame (C100) refer to the acts of taking a picture and
using the camera flash, respectively.

Statement:
Topic Topic Particle jpkay/ not okay Copula
[ something ] ] OOdoom ]
wa daijobulldame desu
Question:
Topic Topic Particle jokay/ not okay [Copula Question
Particle
[ something ] ] OOoooono  Om ]
wa daijobulJdame |desu ka
Examples:

1. O00000: oooododoodno

Ashuri: Shashin, daijobu desu ka.

Ashley: "Is it okay to take pictures?" (Literally, "Are pictures okay?")
2. :0O0odooddn

Kakari'in: Hai, daijobu desu.

Clerk: "Yes, it's okay."
3. 0O O00oooooooooodgnod

Kakari'in: O-kyaku-sama, furasshu wa dame desu.

Clerk: "Ma'am, you can't use flash." (Literally, "Flash is not okay.")

Vocabulary Building: Color and Transportation Vocabulary

In the dialogue, there was a reference to a kiiroi densha (1), or a "yellow train.”
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Let's take a look at more color-related and transportation vocabulary.

Color Vocabulary

OO red
akai

O yellow
kiiroi

OO blue
aoi

OO0 brown
chairoi

OO white
shiroi

OO black
kuroi

Transportation Vocabulary

Od train
densha

OO bus
basu

Oom subway, tube
chikatetsu

O airplane
hikoki

OOoOoad taxi
takushi

O car
kuruma
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Cultural Insight

Edo Tokyo Museum and the National Sports Arena

Edo Tokyo Museum, or Edo Tokyo Hakubutsukan (CICJCJCICIC0D) in Japanese, is a
museum dedicated to the history of Tokyo. Edo is the former name of Tokyo that was used
until 1868 when the Tokugawa shogunate came to an end. At this museum, there are
numerous exhibitions where you can see how Tokyo has evolved throughout the ages, and
free tours are available in multiple languages (reservations required in advance). Edo Tokyo
Museum is located in Ryogoku, where the National Sports Arena, or Kokugikan (1) is
also located. Many sumo matches are held at the National Sports Arena. If you are
interesting in seeing a sumo match, it's important to note that they are only held during
odd-numbered months, and out of those months, matches are only held at the National
Sports Arena in January, May, and September. If you are interested in reserving seats or
would like to go on the weekend, it is probably a good idea to buy tickets in advance.
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Formal Kanji

tidd oooooooooddooon

oot oo

tidd oo

oot oot

tidd Hodoooooodnd

oot oot
oo

L0 oot
oogonon

oot ooooot

L0 oo

oggg odooooooodd
ooooot

tidd oooooooodoooooooodnd

oot oo

tidd oot

oot oo

Formal Kana

oot oot

oggg oo

oot HiNIEEIE.

oggg oo

oot oo

oggg ouooooooooooooodn
HiNIEEIE.

g Uoooooooooooon
ooogonidd

oggg oo

g oot

oot oot
oo

ogg

HiE RN
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oo odoooooodoaon
oot oooooot
oo odoooooodd

Formal Romanization

Ten'in Irasshaimase. Nan-mei-sama desu ka.

Ashuri Hitori desu.

Ten'in O-tabako wa?

Ashuri Suimasen.

Ten'in Dewa, kochira e dozo.

Ashuri A, sumimasen. Asoko ni suwaritai desu.
li desu ka.

Ten'in Hai. Demo, kitsuen seki desu yo.
Daijobu desu ka.

Ashuri Hai, daijobu desu.

Ten'in Go-chimon wa.

Ashuri Karai mono ga tabetai desu.
O-susume wa nan desu ka.

Ten'in Yasai karée, Tai ramen, togarashi soba desu.

Ashuri Ichi-ban ninki wa dore desu ka.

Ten'in Yasai karé desu.

Ashuri Ja, sore o kudasai.

English

Clerk Welcome. How many people?

Ashley One.

Clerk Will you be smoking?

Ashley No.

Clerk This way please.

Ashley Oh, excuse me. I'd like to sit over there.
Is that okay?

Clerk Yes, but it's in the smoking section.

Is that okay with you?
Ashley Yes, that's fine.
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Clerk May | take your order?
Ashley I'd like to eat something spicy.
What's your recommendation?
Clerk The vegetable curry, Thai ramen, and chili soba.
Ashley Which one is most popular?
Clerk The vegetable curry.
Ashley Okay, then I'll have that.
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
1] minin hitori one person
O ad st to smoke, to inhale; V1
0] oo chimon order
C10] L] mono thing
OO0 minin karé curry
OO OO0m ramen ramen noodles
1] 1 soba soba (buckwheat
noodles)
0] oo ichi-ban best, first
1 oo ninki popular
1] 1 dore which (one)
O oo tabako cigarettes
OO0 OOooon togarashi chili pepper
O NN suwaru to sit; V1
OO0 OOoooon kitsuen seki smoking section
. 0 karai spicy, hot ; Adj (i)
OO oo taberu to eat, to have ; V2
. 0 yasai vegetable
0 oo Tai Thailand
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OOoOoOooOoOadnd | have an older brother.
OdOodooooOodnd Do you smoke?
Ooooooodono Are you ready to order, sir/ma'am?
Ododoooooddadn | want to eat something sweet.
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OdOodooooOodnd | love curry.
OOoOoOoooOooooooom Are there any good ramen places?
OOoOoOoooOodadnd | want to eat buckwheat noodles.
OOoOoOoOooOoOooooooom My favorite sushi is ikura (salted salmon roe).
Ododoooooooddn Japanese anime is very popular.
OOoOoOooOoOadnd Which one do you like?
Ododoooooddadn Do you often smoke?
oooooood | don't like chili peppers.
OdOodoooOooOodnd I'd like to sit in the non-smoking section.
Oooooodood Is there a smoking section?
OdOodoooOooOodnd | love spicy food.
OOoOoOooooOoadnd Do you eat breakfast?
OdOOdoOoOoOm That's a vegetable.
OOoOooOoOodoOod | want to go to Thailand.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #21 - Get the Best Table in the Restaurant and Have the Best Dish
in Town
OoOoOOO0O00ddooooOono
Irasshaimase. Nan-mei-sama desu ka.
"Welcome. How many people?"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to express the desire to do something using -tai (-[1[1)
e |earn some useful restaurant phrases

e Learn how to count people

Expressing the Desire to Do Something

In this dialogue, Ashley indicated where she wanted to sit and what she wanted to eat using
-tai (-C1). To express our desire to do something, we attach -tai (-C1) to the stem of a
verb. To make the phrase polite, we can add the copula desu (1) at the end.

[ verb stem + tai + desu ]

Masu Verb Verb Stem +tai (desu) Translation
Ooood - OOoO (dm) 'l want to go..."
ikimasu iki- ikitai (desu)
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O - oo (ao) 'l want to see..."
mimasu mi- mitai (desu)
Ooood - OOoOO (dm) 'l want to eat..."
tabemasu tabe- tabetai (desu)
Ooood - OOoOO (dm) 'l want to sit..."
suwarimasu suwari- suwaritai (desu)
OO0 - OO0 (Co) 'l want to do..."
shimasu shi- shitai (desu)

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. OO dooodoooioooOodood4nd
Ashurl: A, sumimasen. Asoko ni suwaritai desu.
Ashley: "Oh, excuse me. I'd like to sit over there."

2. JOOOOC:O0O0Ooooooodon
Ashuri: Karai mono ga tabetai desu.

Ashley: "I'd like to eat something spicy."

Other Examples:

1. 00O00oooooodgoo
Kotoshi, Nihon ni ikitai desu.
"l want to go to Japan this year."
2. Oooooodnd
Ano eiga o0 mitai desu.
"l want to see that movie."

Useful Restaurant Phrases

In this dialogue, Ashley went to a restaurant by herself, where she asked and was asked
many questions that are typically heard at restaurants.

OoOoOooodod Nan-mei-sama 'How many people?"
desu ka?

When restaurant staff ask about the number of people in your party, they will use the counter
mei (1), often followed by the honorific suffix sama ([107).
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OOdOom O-tabako wa? ‘Will you smoke?"
oo Go-chimon wa? ‘Can | take your order?"
Oooo/? O-susume wa? 'Do you have any
recommendations?"

These three examples all end with the particle wa ([1) to form a question, a construction we
introduced in Lesson 4.

1. O-tabako wa (I C1C10) is short for O-tabako wa suimasu ka?
(OOO0O0OOOoomo). suimasu (O OHO) is a verb that means "to smoke.™

2. Go-chomon () means "order,” and this phrase is short for Go-chimon wa nan
desu ka? (DO OOOOOCO).

3. O-susume (11 E) means "recommendation,” and this phrase is short for O-susume
wa arimasu ka (O OO OO 0OOOCIE?).

Doooooog Kochira e d6zo. ['This way please." |

Kochira (JJ ) means "this way," and is followed by the direction particle e ([1). D6zo
() was covered in All About Japanese Lesson #5. This is a polite phrase used to guide
someone somewhere. It is often heard at restaurants when the staff leads you to your table a
well as in business situations when escorting someone.

OO00O0O0O000O0O000 Pa, sore o kudasai. ['1'll take that,
please."

When the restaurant staff tells you their recommendation, you can use this phrase to indicate
that you would like to have that.

Counting People

To count people, we put nin ([J), meaning "person,” after the number. Note that the words
for "one person” and "two people" are irregular.

This way of counting people is the standard way. It's different from the counter mei (LJ) that
we saw in this lesson as well as in Lesson 8, which is a more polite term used to count
people.

i hitori* ‘'one person”
1 futari* 'two people”
i san-nin 'three people”
1 yO-nin 'four people”
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10 go-nin 'five people"
1] roku-nin 'Six people”
10 nana-nin 'seven people”

shichi-nin
10 hachi-nin ‘'eight people”
i kyU-nin 'nine people”

ku-nin
1] jU-nin 'ten people”
10 nan-nin 'How many people...?"

*Irregular forms

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some another counter, nin ([1), being used to count people. For more
detailed information on this and other counters, please check the following Appendix lessons:
Counters (Appendix #7).

Cultural Insight

Curry, Japanese Style

One thing you might be surprised to hear is that curry is very popular in Japan-Japanese
curry, that is. The Japanese have taken curry and made it their own, and as a result, it is very
different from authentic Indian curry. A typical Japanese curry uses meat, potatoes, carrots,
and onions, although there any many different varieties of Japanese curry available. Coco
Ichibanya (CoColJ[1[) is a well-known chain restaurant that specializes in Japanese curry.
They have an extensive menu with numerous varieties of curry and ten levels of spiciness to
choose from. The name of the restaurant is also interesting, translating to "This place is the
best,” or "We are number one." Koko ([J[1) means "here," and ichi-ban ([J[1) means "best,"
or "number one." With a name like that, you might just be tempted to try it!
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Formal Kanji

ol odooooooddooooood

o2 oooooooooooig
odoooood

oot ooooot

oggg oo

oot oo

oggg odoooood

oot ot .ogoodo

oggg oot
ooooot

oggg Hodoooooodnd

oot ooodn
oogonon

oot ooogoodd

oggg odoooood

oot ooooot

HIEIEINK] odooooooodd

oot oooooooodn

HIEIEINK] odooooooodd
ooooooooooodn

Formal Kana

oo oo oodd

(I A Y odoooooooaooood
ooogonidd

oggg oot

oo oogot

oggg oo

oo Oogooooogot

oggg Lod.0oooodoaon

oot ogooooogn
Hoaooooon

oot oo

oooonon bbodogooooooodd

HiEENnEE .
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Loooonon
ooon
oooonos
ooon
oooonos
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HiNnEEnEE .
Oooooooooooooono

Loooooong
Ooooooooooooooon
Hoooooooogoon

Ooooooooooon
LOooobooogdooooooooogooooon

Formal Romanization

Yatai no hitol
Yatai no hito2

Ashuri
Yatai no hito 3
Ashuri
Yatai no hito 3
Ashuri
Yatai no hito 3

Ashuri
Yatai no hito 3

Ashuri
Yatai no hito3
Ashuri
Yatai no hito3
Ashuri
Yatai no hito3

Irasshai! Okonomiyaki ikaga desu ka.
O-né-san, kakigori, kawanai?
Yasukute oishii yo.

Kore, nan desu ka.

Taiyaki.

Sakana desu ka.

Chigau yo. Naka wa an.

Hai?... Naka wa nan desu ka?

Anko. Amai mame.

Amakute oishii yo.

Kore wa, ikura desu ka.

Hitotsu, hyaku sanju-en

mittsu, san-byaku-en

Ja, hitotsu kudasai.

Hai, hyaku sanju-en ne.

O-tsuri arimasu ka.

E? Ichi-man-en? Kozeni, nai?
Sumimasen. Arimasen.

Shoganai na....

Hai, o-tsuri. Kyl-sen ha-ppyaku nana-ju-en.

English

Street vendor 1
Street vendor 2

Ashley

Welcome! How about some okonomiyaki?

Young lady, would you like to buy some shaved ice?
It's cheap and delicious!

What's this?



Street vendor 3
Ashley
Street vendor 3
Ashley
Street vendor 3

Ashley
Street vendor 3

Ashley
Street vendor 3
Ashley
Street vendor 3
Ashley
Street vendor 3
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It's taiyaki.

Is it fish?

No, there's "an" in the middle.

I'm sorry? There's what in the middle?
Anko. Sweet beans.

It's sweet and tastes great!

How much is it?

One for 130 yen,

or 3 for 300 yen.

Okay, I'll take one please.

That'll be 130 yen.

Do you have change?

Huh? 10,000 yen? You don't have any smaller change?
Sorry. | don't.

Guess it can't be helped...

Here's your change. 9,870 yen.

Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
OOoOoom OOoooon okonomiyaki Pancake cooked on a
hot plate with meat,
seafood and
vegetables
1] minin chigau to differ, to be different
V1
] 1 mame beans, peas
mn OO0m ichi-man ten thousand
1] minin kozeni small change
OoOooOod OOoooon sho ga nai can't be helped; Adj(i)
OOoom OOooon 0-né-san elder sister, young
lady, miss
OOoom OOOm taiyaki fish-shaped pancake
stuffed with bean jam
1] 1 an bean paste
Odd oo anko bean paste
OO0 OOooon kakigOri shaved ice
OO O kau to buy ; V1
1] minin yasui cheap, inexpensive ;
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Adij(i)
[] oo sakana fish
] N naka inside, in, among,
middle

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

uooobooooooooon

Hoooooodn
ooooon
Hooooooogon
oooooodod
doooooogdd
oooooogdd
Uoooooooooon
ooooooooooon
Uoooooooooooooon
oooooogdd
Hooooooooooon
ooooooogodo
doooooogdd
Hooooooooooooon

Okonomiyaki is delicious.

That's not right.

Those are beans.

| only have ten thousand yen.

| only have small change now.

| have no other choices.

Do you have a elder sister?

| want to buy fish-shaped pancakes.
| like the bean paste in taiyaki.
Takeshi doesn't like bean paste.

| love shaved ice.

I'll buy nine biscuits.

| want to buy a cheap car.

There is a fish in the bucket.
What do you have in your pocket?

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #22 - Find Out About the Place Japanese People Go To Have a

Good Time
HiENENEnEN

Yasukute oishii yo.

"It's sweet and tastes great!"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to combine two or more adjectives

e |earn some phrases used while shopping
e Learn the function of the particle na ([J[1)

Combining Two or More Adjectives
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When we use two (or more) adjectives to describe a thing or a person, we can combine
them into one sentence by changing all adjectives except the last one into the te-form.

How to create the te-form of i-adjectives:

1. Drop the final -i ((J)
2. Add -kute (1)

English Dictionary Form te-form
‘cheap” o OoOoO
yasui yasukute
'delicious" OO OOO0dno
oishii oishikute
'sweet" [ NI
amai amakute
fun” . HiEEI.
tanoshii tanoshikute
'difficult” oo OOoOoOdtd
muzukashii muzukashikute
'interesting” Hooon Oooood
omoshiroi omoshirokute
'‘bad" [ NI
warui warukute
‘good" N oo
il yokute

*Note that ii (1) is an exception to the rule.

How to create the te-form of na-adjectives:

1. Drop the final na ([) to get the dictionary form

2. Add de ([O)
English Dictionary Form te-form
‘energetic”, fine" N O
genki genki de
‘quiet” Odn Ooood
shizuka shizuka de
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‘pretty","clean","beautif | (11 oo
ul" kirei kirei de
‘tough" Ooood OOodno
taihen taihen de

Now that you know how to put both types of adjectives into the te-form, you can create
sentences where you use two or more adjectives. When using multiple adjectives, all
adjectives except the last one must be in the te-form. Note that the adjectives combined must
be all favorable or all unfavorable in the meaning. Let's look at some examples:

Examples From the Dialogue:

1. Street vendor2: (OO O)OOOOO OO
Street vendor2: (Kaki gori wa) yasukute oishii yo.
Street vendor2: "(Shaved ice) is cheap and delicious!"
2. Street vendor 3: (DO OO O OOOOOOOn
Street vendor 3: (Anko wa) amakute oishii yo.
Street vendor 3: "(Anko is) sweet and tastes great!"

Other Examples:

1. 0O00OOooooooooodono
Suzuki-san wa genki de omoshiroi desu.
"Mr. Suzuki is energetic and funny."

2. J00OOOooooooooooooodoo
Suzuki-san wa genki de omoshirokute shinsetsu desu.
"Mr. Suzuki is energetic, funny, and kind."

Shopping Phrases

In the dialogue, Ashley had to ask the price of an item as well as ask the street vendor if they
had change. Let's look at these and other useful phrases used when shopping.

A useful phrase we can use to ask for the price of anything.

oo "How much is this?"
Kore wa ikura desu ka.
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A phrase we can use when we have decided what we want. We can replace hitotsu (1],
"one") with other counters to specify different amounts. See Appendix #7 for a full list of
counters.

OOoOoodno "I'll take one"
Hitotsu kudasai.

O-tsuri (1) refers to "change.” If all you have is a large bill to pay with, you might want to
ask if they have enough change.

OoOo(@oogood "Do you have any change?"
O-tsuri (wa) arimasu ka.

Kozeni (C1C100) refers to "small bills" or "small change."

OOoo "small change"
Kozeni

The Particle Na (1)

The sentence-ending particle na ([1[1) can express either positive feelings such as
happiness, thankfulness, and admiration, or negative feelings such as unhappiness, envy,
pity, ridicule, and contempt. It can be similar to "How ____ " or "What ___!" in English. When
the street vendor uses it after the phrase sho ga nai [C1C1C1CICICT or it can't be helped”], he
is mostly saying it to himself, and not saying it directly to Ashley.

Example:

1. O0odo: oo odnd
Ashuri: Sumimasen. Kore shika arimasen.
Ashley: "Sorry, this is all | have."

2. 00000 OoOooogooododg
Yatai no hito[]: Sho ga nai na...

Street vendor3: "Guess it can't be helped..."
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Other Examples:

1. oo dn
Kirei da na.
"It's beautiful!"/"How beautiful!!"
2. 0JO0Ogo
Takai na.
"It's expensive!"/"How expensive!"

Vocab Usage: Welcome! and How about some ?

O OOOdono [lrasshail] "Welcome!™

Irasshai is a phrase that is short for irasshaimase (introduced in Lesson 10) and means
"welcome" and is often said by store clerks when you enter a shop, restaurant or
supermarket.

O OOOOdOOd [Ikaga desu ka?] "How is it?" "How about some ?"

Ikaga desu ka is a question used when selling something to draw attention to what you are
selling. It is common to say the name of the product followed by ikaga desu ka, which is the
equivalent of "How about some [product]?"

Cultural Insight

Yaki - An Important Word in Japanese Cuisine

Yaki ([1[1) is a word that means "baked," "fried," or "grilled" in Japanese. In the dialogue of
this lesson, Ashley tries a Japanese pastry called taiyaki ([J1111), which is a fish-shaped
pancake with a sweet bean-paste filling called an, or anko. While anko is the standard filling
for taiyaki, there are also taiyaki that have different fillings, such as custard cream. Other
Japanese food names that contain the word yaki include okonomiyaki (a pancake that
contains vegetables and meat that was introduced in All About Japanese Lesson 7),
yakisoba (fried noodles), yakitori (skewered grilled chicken), and teriyaki (a cooking method
of marinating and then grilling or broiling meat).
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Formal Kaniji

(Rush hour)

NN OooodoooCL

Ooooo OOOOooooooooooood
(Ashley manages to get off the train)

Ooooo OO0OO0O0OOoooooooaod

L1 HiENIENEE

Ooooo OOO0OoooooooOood

L1 OoooodooooL

Ooooo OOOO0oOoooodo.oooodo

L1 oo o oL

Ooooo OOOOooooooooood

L1 oo ooo e
[OThey walk to the Central Exit)

L1 HiENIENEE
OOOOooooooooooood
oo oned

Ooooo OOOOooooooooood
Ooooiodododooooooootm

O OOOdooodno

Formal Kana

(Rush hour)

o4 oo onsd

OOoooo OOO00ooooooooooood
(Ashley manages to get off the train)

OOoooo OO0OO0OOdoooooooOoodg

Lot Ooooododooooo oL

OOoooo OOO0dooooooooodg

Lot oo oooe

OOoooo OOOodooooogo.oogodod

Lot Ooooododooooo oL

OOoooo OO0OO0OOdoooooooOoodg

Lot OO oe

ogg

[1They walk to the Central Exit)
oo ontmd

Podcasts
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Looooooodoooooooog
Ooooooooooooooooog

ooon Looooooodoooooooog
Oooooooooooooooooooodon
i Loooooong

Formal Romanization

(Rush hour)

Anaunsu Tsugi wa, Akihabara. Akihabara.
Ashuri Sumimasen. Orimasu. Sumimasen!
(Ashley manages to get off the train)
Ashuri Sumimasen. Koko wa, doko desu ka.
EKkiin E? Akihabara eki no nishi-guchi desu.
Ashuri Yodobashikamera wa doko desu ka.
Ekiin Chao kaisatsu-guchi o dete kudasai.
Ashuri Chao kaisatsu-guchi.... wa nan desu ka.
Ekiin Massugu itte kudasai. Arimasu.
Ashuri Ano, mo ichi-do onegai shimasu.
Ekiin Shikata nai na. ... Ja, kite kudasai.
[1They walk to the Central Exit)
Ekiin Koko wa, chio kaisatsu-guchi desu.

Koko o dete, migi ni magatte kudasai.
Sore kara, hidari ni magatte kudasai.

Ashuri Migi ni magatte, hidari ni magaru...
Wakarimashita. Honto ni arigatd gozaimashita.
Ekiin Ja, ki o tsukete.

English

(Rush hour)

Train Next is Akihabara...Akihabara...

Announcement

Ashley Excuse me. I'm getting off here. Excuse me!
(Ashley manages to get off the train)

Ashley Excuse me, where is this place?

Station Attendant Huh? This is Akihabara Station's West Exit.
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Where is Yodobashi camera?

Ashley
Station Attendant
Ashley
Station Attendant
Ashley
Station Attendant

Go out the Chuo kaisatsu guchi.

"Chuo kaisatsu guchi..." what's that?
Go straight ahead, and it's there.

Um, could you say that one more time?
Guess | have no choice. (sigh) All right, come with me.

Station Attendant

[1They walk to the Central Exit)

This is the Central Exit.

Go out here, and turn right.

Then, turn left.

Ashley Turn right, and then turn left...
| see. Thank you very much.
Station Attendant Take care.
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
NN NN oriru to get off; V2
OO0 OOoooon kaisatsu-guchi ticket entrance
oo oo massugu straight ; Adj (na), Adv.
0] 00 kuru to come;V3
i N magaru to turn;V1
COOoOoOn oo ki o tsukeru to be careful; V2
OO O deru to leave; V2
OO0 OOooon honto ni really, truly; Adv.
(] N migi right hand side
0] oo chuo center, middle
1 oo nishi-guchi west exit
OOoom OOooon shikata nai it can't be helped, it's
inevitable; Adj(i)
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OdOodooooooOoOoddn Please get off the train at Akihabara station.
OOoOoOooooOoadnd Please come to the ticket gate.
Ododoooooddadn Please go straight.
odoooooodnd What time will the train come?
OooooooOogodnd Please turn left.
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OdOdOoOoOooododooOom | always watch what | eat.
OOoOoOooOoOadnd I've just left my house.
OdOodooooooOoOoddn Thank you so much.
OOoOoOoooOoooOooom There's a bookstore to the right of the florist.
OdOdOoOoOooododooOom Japanese central bank is the bank of Japan.
Uoooooooon I'm at the west exit now.

OdOOdoOoOoOm | guess | have no choice.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #23 - Take Charge of the Situation Using Your Japanese
(o

Migi ni magatte, hidari ni magaru...

"Turn right, and then turn left..."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to make and use the te-form of verbs

e Learn how to ask someone to do something using [te-form of verb] + kudasai ([ J[)
e Learn useful phrases for giving directions

e Learn how to use the set phrase ki o tsukete (11 CI)

Te-form of Verbs

The te-form of verbs has many different uses in Japanese. In this lesson, we will focus on
the te-form plus kudasai (1 1), which enables us to make a polite request.

Class 1

We can sort class 1 verbs into several groups according to the final syllable of their dictionary
forms.

[0 Class 1 verbs that end in -ku, -gu O ite, ide

English Dictionary Form te-form
'to hear" 0 OoOodno
Kiku kiite

'to hurry” Qg poogg
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isogu isoide
*EXCEPTION!"
'to go" cidd g
iku itte

O Class 1 verbs that end in -mu, -bu, -nu, O nde

English Dictionary Form te-form

'to drink" L1 NI
nomu nonde

'to play" Ooodod oOood
asobu asonde

'to die” 0 Ooo
shinu shinde

[0 Class 1 verbs that end in -u, -tsu, -ru, O tte

English Dictionary Form te-form

'to buy" ] Oad
kau katte

'to wait" L NN
matsu matte

'to turn” NN NN
magaru magatte

[J Class 1 verbs that end in -su O shite

English Dictionary Form te-form

'to speak” OOoO OOomo

hanasu

hanashite

Podcasts
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Class 2

1. Omit the final -ru sound

2. Add -te
English Dictionary Form te-form
'to open” OOo0od oood
akeru akete
'to close" OOo0od OOonO
shimeru shimete
'to eat"” OOmO OOonO
taberu tabete
'to look, to see” OO OO
miru mite
'to show" OOmO OOonO
miseru misete
'to teach" OOo0od oood
oshieru oshiete
'to leave, to appear” |1 OO
deru dete
Class 3
English Dictionary Form  fe-form
'to do" OO OO
suru shite
'to come" N N
kuru kite

[Te-form of a Verb] + Kudasai (1 [1C1CT)

Now that we know how to make the te-form of a verb, we can use it to ask something to do
something. By adding kudasai (11 1) to the te-form of a verb, we create a command.
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[te-form of a verb] + kudasai
Verb (dictionary [Te-form of a verb # kudasai 'Please "
form)
O - OOono + OO0 'Please hurry."
isogu - isoide + kudasai
i - OOno + OO0 'Please wait."
matsu - matte + kudasai
NN - ot + OO0 'Please turn.”
magaru - magatte + kudasai
i - OO + OO0 'Please come."
kuru - kite + kudasai

Examples From the Dialogue:

1. 00 00000Oooooooad
Eki'in: Cho kaisatsu guchi o dete kudasai.
Station Attendant: "Go out the Central Exit."
2. 00O OO0OOOOOOOnd
Eki'in: Ja, kite kudasai.
Station Attendant: "All right, come with me."

Useful Phrases for Giving Directions

In the dialogue, Ashley asked the station attendant for directions to Yodobashi Camera. Let's
take a look at some expressions that we commonly use when giving directions. These are
necessary if you ever plan to travel to Japan!

OOoOoOono hidari ni magaru 'to turn left"
oo migi ni magaru 'to turn right"
OOoOoo(Eoo massugu (ni) iku 'to go straight"
(place) 1] (place) o deru 'to leave (a place)"
(place)d (place) de oriru 'to get off at (place)"

Te-form commands:

OOdOom hidari ni magatte "Turn left."
oo migi ni magatte "Turn right.”
OOOo(CHood massugu (ni) itte "Go straight.”
(place) 1 (place) o dete "Leave (place).”
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(place) 01 (place) de orite I'Get off at (place)." |

Examples:

1. 00 000oooooooooooodn
Eki'in: Koko o dete, migi ni magatte kudasai.
Station Attendant: "Go out here, and turn right.”

2. 000 OOoodoooooooanod
Eki'in: Sore kara, hidari ni magatte kudasai.
Station Attendant: "Then, turn left."

3. OO 0oooooooooooodn
Ashuri: Migi ni magatte, hidari ni magaru...
Ashley: "Turn right, and then turn left..."

Using Ki o Tsukete (CICCICIE)

Ki o tsukete (I ICI]) is a set phrase that we use to mean "take care" or "be careful." We
often use it when we are seeing somebody off. In the dialogue, the station attendant says it to
Ashley as she leaves. Adding kudasai ([J[1[1[) to the end of this phrase makes it more
polite: ki o tsukete kudasai ([ O CICICI0T).

HIEERINININRIRIENN
Eki'in: Ja, ki o tsukete.
Station Attendant: "Take care."

Vocabulary Building

Let's take a look at how to say cardinal directions in Japanese.

Japanese Romaji English
[] Kita '‘North"
[] minami 'South”
] nishi '‘West"
(] higashi 'East"”

We can combine these cardinal directions with the word guchi ([J) meaning "exit," to specify
certain exits. These words are often used at train stations.

Japanese

Romaji

English

L

kita-guchi

'North exit"
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10 minami-guchi 'South exit"
1] nishi-guchi '‘West exit"
10 higashi-guchi 'East exit"
1] iriguchi ‘entrance”
10 deguchi ‘exit"

Cultural Insight

Podcasts

Rush Hour in Japan
In Tokyo and other major Japanese cities, public transport becomes very crowded during the
rush hour. With most companies starting work at 9:00 AM and ending at 5:00 PM, rush hour
is between roughly 7:45 to 8:45 AM and shortly after 5:00 PM on weekdays. If you ride the
train during rush hour and have trouble getting off of the train at your stop, you can use the
phrases Ashley used in the dialogue: sumimasen, orimasu (O OO OO CI0), which
means, "Excuse me, I'm getting off here." Even when it's not rush hour, some train lines in
Japan can get quite crowded, so it's a good idea to keep these phrases in mind.
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Formal Kanji

aoodad oo

Lot oo ooo e

aoodad OO oe
HiNNINN

oot Oooooodoodn
OooodoooCL
OOooOOoodooodooe

NN HiENIENENIEN

oot Oooooodoodn

NN HiENIENENIEN
OOoodoooooodn

OOoom OOO00OO0OOdoOogooOd(Cell phone rings)
OOooooOodono
OOoodododoonooUooHdosoe
Oooooodn
oo o oL
000000000000 0000(Hangs up)
OOobodododooooiodododoooooo s
OO0OoodooOdodooooodn

NN Oooodododooo oL
OOooooOodono

Lot HiENIENEE

Formal Kana

o4 HiNNIENIEN

Ooooood gudooooodoonooonoooodo

o4 oo onsd
Ooooodooon

Ooooodn oooooodododoe
oo ot
oo onsd

oo OO

Loooodn  OUuoooooooonmd

oo OO

HiEENNEEE .
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OO0000000O000000C1(Cell phone rings)
OOO00OO0ooOooooooooooodd
OO000O0Ooooogooodn
OOoOOoOoOodood
OO0000O0doOooooooooodn
OOO0O0O0O000000ooooOdC(Hangs up)
OO0000O0O00000o0oooooooooooogoogon
W

OO000000O0Ooooooooogoogad
OOO0O0OOodoOoooooooodnd
OO0O0OoOoooooooOd
OOO0OoOoOodoOodon

Formal Romanization

Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird

Ashuri

Toyota Ichird

Ashuri

Toyota Ichird

Koko yoku kuru?

Ha? A! Ashuri-san! Nani shite ru no.

Kaimono to kankd o shite imasu.

Toyota Ichird-san wa.

Ichird to yonde kudasai.

Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu.

Akiba no shashin o totte imasu.

A, shigoto desu ka.

De, Nihon wa do desu ka.

Totemo tanoshii desu.

Demo, totemo atsui desu ne.

S0 desu ne, mushiatsui desu ne. (Cell phone rings)
Chotto sumimasen

.... Hai moshimoshi? Un. Ima, Akihabara ni iru. Shashin o totte ru.
.... E? O-kyaku-san? Matte iru?

Chotto matte. Ima, sugu ni kaeru.(Hangs up)
Ashuri-san, gomen nasai. Yukkuri hanashitai kedo....
Ashuri-san, ashita no yoru, jikan aru?

A, ashita kara, Nikko ni ikimasu.

Demo, shimatsu wa hima desu.

Ja, méru shite. Ja.
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English

Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota

Ashley

Ichiro Toyota

Ashley

Ichiro Toyota

Do you come here often?

Huh? Ohh! Ashley-san! What are you doing?
I'm shopping and sightseeing.

How about you, Ichiro Toyota?

Please, call me Ichiro.

I'm working.

I'm taking pictures of Akihabara.

Oh, work?

So, how's Japan?

It's a lot of fun!

But it's really hot, isn't it?

Yesitis,

it's really humid. (cell phone rings)

Excuse me for a moment.

...Hello? Yeah. I'm in Akihabara right now.
I'm taking pictures...

huh? A customer? Is waiting?

Okay, hold on. I'm leaving now. (Hangs up)

Ashley-san, I'm really sorry. I'd like to stay and chat but...

do you have time tomorrow evening?
Oh, tomorrow I'm going to Nikko.

But I'm free on the weekend.

Okay well, e-mail me! See ya.

Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
O oo kaimono shopping
1] 107 yobu to call
1 oo shashin photograph
1] 107 toru to take (a photo); V1
107 107 matsu to wait; V1
OoOoO OOOm yukkuri at leisure, at one's own
pace
OO0 Ooo0n mushiatsui humid, muggy ; Adj (i)
1 OOoddno shacho boss, company
president
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O o sugu ni immediately, instantly;
Adv
1 o kaeru to return, to go home;
V1
OdOOOoOomom OOooOooom Gomen nasai. I'm sorry. (apology)
1] i hanasu to talk, to speak ; V1
107 OOooon shamatsu weekend
I g meéru e-mail
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
ooooooodoon | like shopping very much.
OOooOooooooodooomn Please call me Jonathan.
OOoOoOoooOo0ooooom This is a picture of my child.
OdOodoooooodnd Please take a picture.
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom Please wait a minute.
OOoooooooooooooooon | want to talk at leisure with John.
Ooooooon It's humid in August.
OdoooooOodd I'm a (company) president.
OOooOoooOoadn Please come right away.
Ododoooooddadn | want to go back to the U.S.
oooooogdd I'm really sorry.
OdOodooooodooooooodnd Excuse me, but please speak slowly.
OOooOoooOoadn Are you free this weekend?
OdOodoooooodnd I'll e-mail you later.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #24 - Make the Most of Your Japanese Skills - Don't Miss Your Big
Chance to Start Speaking
OOo00oooooooooooooooooooon
Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu. Akiba no shashin o totte imasu.
"I'm working. I'm taking pictures of Akihabara."

In this lesson, you will:
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e Learn about te iru (C1C1[1) to talk about on-going actions and states
e Learn how to use the phrase ~ to yonde kudasai (~C O OO OO OI0)

Te-form of a Verb Plus Iru/Imasu

In this lesson, we are focusing on using [te-form of a verb][iru/imasu]. This construction can
express two meanings but we will be focusing on only one of them. [Te-form of a verb] ][
iru/imasu] represents a present progressive action (like -ing in English).

To make this construction, we put the verb in the te-form and add iru (CI1[J) or imasu
(o).

[ verb te-form + iru/imasu ]

English Dictionary and te te-form + iru te-form [ Present

-form (informal) imasu Progressive
(formal)

'to use" L O OoOdOoddnr OOOOOn  'am using”
tsukau tsukattetsukatte iru tsukatte imasu

toswim" (OO 0000000004 OOoddon  ['am swimming”
oyogu oyoideloyoide iru oyoide imasu

tospeak” OO 0O OOOOOOOO OOOOOd  am speaking”
hanasu hanashite iru hanashite
hanashite imasu

todrink" OO 0O OOOOOO0OOO OOOOOnO  ['am drinking™
nomu nonde pnonde iru nonde imasu

'to look" OO 000 jdoodod Ooood ‘am looking"
miru mite  mite iru mite imasu

'to eat" O00 O0O0O0OoOoood OOOOOn  'am eating”
taberu tabete fabete iru tabete imasu

'to do" OO0 0O 00 |oOodod OOoOodad ‘am doing"
suru shite  [shite iru shite imasu

[ Note that in casual speech, the first "i" in iru or imasu can be omitted. We saw this in the
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dialogue when Ichiro says: "Shashin o totte ru." Normally it would be "Shashin o totte iru", but
the "i" is omitted.

Let's take a look at different sentences that use the te-form:

Informal Formal
Non-past Affirmative (1O O OOOOOO OOoOoOoOoooOoOadnd
("lchiro takes Ichird wa shashin o toru. |Ichird wa shashin o torimasu.
pictures")
Present Progressive |10 O0OOOOOH ODOOOOOOOOdoOonO
("Ichiro is taking ] ]
pictures") Ichird wa shashin o totte  [Ichird wa shashin o totte
iru. imasu.
Question Ooododoodn pDooododododn
("Is Ichiro taking ] i
pictures?") Ichird wa shashin o totte  [Ichird wa shashin o totte
iru? imasu ka?
Question ("what") Ooododoodn pDooododododn
("What is Ichiro Ichird wa nani o totte iru? |[]
taking pictures of?") Ichird wa nani o totte imasu
ka?
Question ("what") oo notd LooododooDmd
("What is Ichiro Ichird wa nani o shite iru? |[Ichird wa nani o shite imasu
doing?") ka?

Examples from the Dialog:

1. 0000 0000000ooooooooooooooooad
Toyota Ichird: Boku wa shigoto o shite imasu. Akiba no shashin o totte imasu.
Ichiro Toyota: "I'm working. I'm taking pictures of Akihabara."
2. 0000 OOOOoooooodooooodg
Toyota Ichird: Ima, Akihabara ni iru. Shashin o totteru.
Ichiro Toyota: "Yeah. I'm in Akihabara right now. I'm taking pictures."

Other Examples:

1. Do obooog
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Watashi wa Nihon-go o benkyd shite imasu.

"I'm studying Japanese."
-OO00oooooogono

Kanojo wa yukata o kite imasu.

"She is wearing a yukata."

Please, Call Me _

If you have a nickname or a name that you prefer to go by, you can let people know by using
the phrase [preferred name] to yonde kudasai (1O OO0 OC). To (O) is a particle we
use for quotes.

[ Preferred Name ] to yonde kudasai.

Example from the Dialogue:

OO000: OOoOoooooooono
Toyota Ichirg: Ichird to yonde kudasai.
Ichiro Toyota: "Please call me Ichiro.”

Other Examples:

1. O0O0000000oooooooooooooooodno
Boku wa Tomasu Buraun desu. Tomu to yonde kudasai.
"I'm Thomas Brown. Please call me Tom."

2. 000OO0OOooooooooooooogood
Watashi wa Jeshika desu. Jeshi to yonde kudasai.

"I'm Jessica. Please call me Jessi."
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Cultural Insight

Akihabara (L1CIT)

In this dialogue, Ashley visited Akihabara, a district in central Tokyo that is now renowned as
a major shopping district for electronics and computer goods. In recent years, it has become
home to the unique anime/manga/gaming subculture. Many of the shops in Akihabara cater
toward otaku, a word that refers to people who are into something - particularly anime,
manga, and video games - to an obsessive degree. While the word is mainly used to refer to
people with these kinds of interests, it can be applied to other interests as well (soccer otaku,
train otaku, etc.). We often shorten the name Akihabara to Akiba in Japan.
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Formal Kaniji

(oooo

min(mn OOoOodooooodooOdr

HINEIEN OOododododn

min(mn OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
Ooododon
OOooOooodoOoOdd

min{(min Ooododododoooodd
HIN NN
OOooododododoan
OOoOodooooodooOdr
OOoodododon

(CoOooon)

min{(min HINNIEIEN
OOodOooodoooOoooder
Ooodoododond...o

Oooo- OO0 D000 (achoo)

min{(min OOooododododoan
OOoOooOoOdOooOdd

HINEIEN Oooodododooood
HiEEE N EEE .
OOOOO0O000000O0O0OOb(achoo)
OO0OOoodoooooooooooodooooooOdd
L]

min(mn OOoOodooooodooOdr

] (meow)

Oooon (achoo)

min{(min Oooodododooood

HIEIEIE OOodOoOoodoooOoooOdd
OOOOO0O00000O0O0Ob(achoo)
HIEIEEEN

Formal Kana
(OOoOoOodoo
O00OOO0 OoooooooooooooooonOd

oo

HiEENnEE .
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Looooooogooooooooog
OoooooOg
Loooobooooaoon
Ooooooooooooooooog
Loooooog
Ooooooooooooono
LOoOooobooogdooooooonoog
Ooooooooooon

(OoOooooooo)

Oooo@oo

ooon
Oooo@oo

OOoOoOodd
OO00O0O0Oooooooooood
OOoOoooodoOod..o
OOO0O00O00(achoo)
OOO0O0OOooooooooonod
OO0O0OoOoooooooOd

Oooo0 OoOOo0000000000oo
OoO00000000000000000000000000
[J(achoo)
ODOO000000000000000000000000O0d
Oooooo

NO0O(OO00 Dooooooooooooooood

oo (meow)

oo [1(achoo)

DO0OO(@OO0 OOoOO0O00O0O0000O0ooood

Ooooog OooO0Oo0o00ooooooooo
DO0000000000O00OOO(achoo)
Ooooooood

Formal Romanization
(Nikkd eki)

Mitsuoka(haha)
Ashuri
Mitsuoka(haha)

Mitsuoka(chichi)

Shitsurei desu ga, Ashuri-san desu ka.

Hai, Ashuri desu.

Hajimemashite. Mitsuoka Rei no haha desu.
Anata, anata!

Ashuri-san imashita yo.

Ashuri-san, Nikko e yokoso.

Rei no chichi desu.

Rei ga o-sewa ni natte imasu.



(Mitsuoka no uchi)

Mitsuoka(haha)

Ashuri
Mitsuoka(chichi)

Ashuri

Mitsuoka(chichi)
neko

Ashuri
Mitsuoka(haha)
Ashuri
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Sa, ie de o-hiru go-han o tabemasho.
Kuruma ni notte kudasai.

Sa, dozo.

Kutsu o nuide, agatte kudasai.

Semai tokoro desu kedo....

O-jama shimasu.(achoo)

S4, haitte, nimotsu o oite.

Enryo shinaide kudasai ne.

Sumimasen. O-sewa ni narimasu.

Kirei na o-heya desu ne.

A, kore wa, go-kazoku no shashin desu ka.(achoo)
O-to-san to, o-ka-san to, Rei-san to, Rei-san no ototo-san desu
ne.

S0. Sore kara, Nyanta. Neko desu.

(meow)

(achoo)

Ashuri-san, neko arerugi?

Hai. Neko ni arerugi ga arimasu.

Demo. Shinpai shinaide kudasai.(achoo)

Daijobu desu.

English

(At Nikko Station)
Mrs. Mitsuoka
Ashley

Mrs. Mitsuoka

Mr. Mitsuoka

Excuse me for asking, but are you Ashley?
Yes, I'm Ashley.

Nice to meet you. I'm Rei Mitsuoka's mother.
Honey, honey!

Ashley's over here!

Ashley, welcome to Nikko!

I'm Rei's father.

Thank you for always helping Rei out.

Well, let's go have lunch at home.

Please get in the car.

(the Mitsuokas' house)

Mrs. Mitsuoka

Come on in!
Please take off your shoes and come in.
Our house is very small...
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Ashley Please excuse the intrusion. (achoo)
Mr. Mitsuoka Come in and put your stuff down. Please don't hesitate.
Ashley Thank you for your kindness.
This is a beautiful room!
Oh, is this a picture of the family? (achoo)
It's Father, Mother, Rei-san, and Rei's little brother, right?
Mr. Mitsuoka Yup. And this is Nyanta, the cat.
(meow)
Ashley (achoo)
Mrs. Mitsuoka Ashley, are you allergic to cats?
Ashley Yes, I'm allergic to cats.
But, please don't worry about me. (achoo)
I'm fine.
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
OO 0 itsumo always, usually
] oo kuruma car
04 N noru to ride, to take, to get
on; V1
] 107 kutsu shoes
OO0 minin anata you, honey(from wife
to husband)
OOoOOon ooOodon 0-sewa hi naru to be taken care of; V1
OO oo hiru go-han lunch
1] 1 nugu to take off; V1
o] oo semai narrow, small; Adj(i)
OO0 minin tokoro place
04 N oku to put, to place, to
leave(behind); V1
OOdd OOoOoOm enryo suru to hesitate, to be
humble; V3
OO Loooon shinpai suru to worry; V3
1] OOOm shitsurei rude, impoliteness;
Adv, noun
] 00 chichi father
04 oo nimotsu luggage, baggage
1] minin kazoku family
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O I haha mother
OO oo hairu get into, enter, join ;
Vi1
O0OoOod OO0o0no o-t6-san father
OO0 OOOodm 0-ka-san mother
[] [ ototo younger brother
O I neko cat
OO0 oooon arerugi allergy
I o sa come on

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Uoooooooooooooon
oooooogdd
Uoooooooooon
ooooooodoon
Hooooooogon
oooooogdd
Hoooobooggooooooon
oooooogdd
Hooooooogon
oooobooooooooooooo
Hooooboooooooon
ooooon

gooooon
oooooooooooon
Hooooooogon
ooooooodoon
Hooooboooooooon
ooooooogodo
Hooooboooooooon
ooooooodoon
Uoooooooooon
oooooooooooon
Hooooooooooon
ooooooogodo
doooooogdd

It's always hot in Singapore.
This is a Japanese car.

| took a bus.

These are Italian shoes.

Is this yours?

Thank you for your kindness.
Why don't we have lunch there.
Please take off your shoes.

My room is small.

Disneyland is a fun place.
Please put your luggage there.
Don't hesitate.

Don't worry.

| don't like rude people.

This is my father.

How many pieces of luggage do you have?
This is a photo of my family.
This is my mother.

| joined this company last week.
How's your father?

How's your mother?

My younger brother is a journalist.
There is a cat under the table.

| have allergies.

Come on, let's go!
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Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #25 - The Right Way to Do a Home Stay - Japanese Manner and
Etiquette
OO0O00oodooooooooooooogoooooogoogod...o
Sa, dozo. Kutsu o nuide, agatte kudasai. Semai tokoro desu kedo...
"Come on in! Please take off your shoes and come in. Our house is very small..."

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to tell someone not to do something with -nai de kudasai (-1 OO0 0)
e Learn useful phrases for visiting a Japanese home

e Learn the meaning of the expression o-sewa ni narimasu (1O O OO COC0D)

Telling Someone Not to Do Something

To tell someone not to do something, we put the verb into the informal negative form and
then add de kudasai ((JICICICT). We went over how to create the negative form in Lesson
18 and 19. Let's quickly review how to make this negative form:

m[IClass 1 verbs (-u verbs)

1. Drop the final -u sound

2. Add -a nai
English Dictionary Form Plain Negative Form
'to run" N NN
hashiru hashiranai
'to go" OO OOonod
iku ikanai
'to speak” 0 OOOom
hanasu hanasanai
'to buy” OO OOonod
kau kawanai *

* For the class 1 verbs that have dictionary forms ending in hiragana u ([J), we add -wanai
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m[IClass 2 verbs (-ru verbs)

1. Drop the final ru sound

Podcasts

2. Add nai
English Dictionary Form Plain Negative Form
'to eat" I HIEIEI
taberu tabenai
'to see" L1 NN
miru minai

m[1Class 3 verbs (lrreqular verbs)

Remember that the two irregular verbs don't follow any pattern and so their different forms

must be memorized.

English Dictionary Form Plain Negative Form
'to do” i OoOod

suru shinai
'to come™ i OoOod

kuru konai

Adding de () to the negative form of the verb creates an informal command.

[0 [ informal negative form of verb ] + de [J "Do not [verb]"

Adding -de kudasai (111 J[) to the negative form of the verb creates a formal command:

[0 [ informal negative form of verb ] + de kudasai [ "Please do not [verb]"

0100 [iku]

Dictionary Form|Informal

Negative
OooOoo

+ de [(kudasaill

Oooo0(ooon)

Translation

'(Please) do not
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'to go" ikanai Ikanai de (kudasai) go"
(I [miru] oo OOOOo@oon) '(Please) do not
'to see" minai minai de (kudasai) look"
OOO00 [enryo|OdO OO OOoOOoOoo (@doom) '(Please) do not
suru] enryo shinai  enryo shinai de kudasai hesitate"
'to hesistate"

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. Oodo:0uodododooodododoooooodotd
Mitsuoka (chichi): Sa, haitte, nimotsu o oite. Enryo shinai de kudasai ne.
Mr. Mitsuoka: "Come in and put your stuff down. Please don't hesitate."”

2. 0OO0OO:Ooooooooooono
Ashuri: Shinpai shinai de kudasai.

Ashley: "Please don't worry about me."

Other Examples:

1. O00O0dododod
Hashiranai de kudasai.
"Please don't run."

2. O0OoOooooooom
Ano heya ni hairanaide kudasai.
"Please don't go into that room."

Phrases for Visiting a Japanese Home

In this dialogue, Ashley visits the home of Rei Mitsuoka's parents for the first time. Let's take
a look at some phrases we heard being used:

Translation Explanation
OoOooor 'Please excuse my |Used when you enter somebody's
O-jama shimasu intrusion." home.
OoooooOd 'Please come in." Used when inviting someone into
Agatte kudasai your house. Agaru (L1C10]) literally
means to "come up" and is used
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because when you enter a Japanese
house, you step up into the house
from the genkan ("entrance"), which
is lowered.

The Expression O-sewa ni naru (10O C0)

The word sewa ([J[1) means "care" or "favor" and the phrase o-sewa ni naru
(OOOOO0) we can translate as "to be taken care of* or "to rely on."”

OOOOOdOoOodnd [O-sewa ni narimasu]

You use this phrase towards someone who is going to be assisting you or taking care of you
in some way. In the dialogue, Ashley uses it to show her appreciation towards Rei Mitsuoka's
parents because they are letting her stay with them.

OOOOOdOoOoOOnon [O-sewa ni natte imasu]

This phrase is commonly used in a formal greeting or introduction, especially in business
situations when greeting someone who works closely with your company. Outside of a
business situation, when you are introduced to a person who knows one of your family
members, the name of the [family member][J[ga] precedes o-sewa ni natte imasu. This is the
situation when Rei's father uses it towards Ashley when talking about his daughter.

OOOOO0O0OOOn [O-sewa ni narimashita]

This phrase has a variety of meanings depending on the situation. We often use it in a
farewell situation, where it implies that the listener has done something for or has helped the
speaker in some way, and therefore roughly translates to "thanks for everything"” or "thank
you for your kindness/hospitality."

Vocab Usage: ga/kedo

[0 ga/kedo - We mentioned that the word demo (1) means "but”. This word usually comes
at the beginning of a sentence. In the dialogue we also saw another word, kedo (1), which
means "but" or "however" and comes at the end of a sentence or phrase. When it comes at
the end of a sentence it means that the sentence is incomplete and trails off and the listener
is expected to understand what's inferred. The word kedo (CJ[1) is short for keredomo
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(O O0), and the word ga (1) also has the same meaning of "but, however" and is used in

the same way.

Example from the Dialogue:

OO(O):000oc0oogod..d
Mitsuoka(haha):Semai tokoro desu kedo....
Mrs. Mitsuoka: Our house is very small, but... (please make yourself at home)

Other Examples:

Ooooon..o
Sumimasen ga....
Excuse me but...

OOoOoOoooogon.o
Tsumaranai mono desu ga...
It's nothing special but....(I hope you like it.)

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw a lot of vocabulary related to family:

m [] - haha - (one's own) mother

m [ - chichi - (one's own) father

m (10000 - o-ka-san - (someone else's) mother

m (1000 - o-tdo-san - (someone else's) father

For more detailed information on family-related vocabulary, please check the following
Appendix lesson: Family Members (Appendix #12)

Cultural Insight

Using anata
When starting out learning Japanese, we learn that the word for "you" is anata (1 [J).
While this is technically true, the word anata cannot be considered the exact equivalent of
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"you" in English. While the word "you" can be used toward anyone in English, in Japanese
you should only use anata with strangers whose name you don't know, as it has the potential
to sound a little cold and distant. In Japanese, it is much more common to address someone
by their name rather than with "you," so if you know someone's name, you should address
them that way. One important thing to note, however, is how wives use anata to address their
husbands. Wives use anata toward their husbands in the same way that a wife might use
"honey" or "darling" toward her husband in English.
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Formal Kanji

NN OJO0d0O0dOododoooooogoom

NI Ao d
OJOodododn

NI HINININRIRIEN

NI Ao d

NN OO0 noed
OO0 0O0O00(eats soba)
OJO0dO0dodooooooom

NI Ao
OO0 dm
A0 od

NN OO0 noe]
Ao nod

NN OO
Aot

NN OO0 om

NI Aot
OO0 gD

NI HINNRRIRIENEE
OJO0dO0dodooooooom

Formal Kana

OOoOoo(Eno) JOd0O0doooooogooogoo

NI Aot
JOdododon

OOoOooEo) HINININRIRIEN

OO00O@COO0 Oooooooooooooo

oot

OooOo@ono

OOOoOOoooooooooogonogogn
OO0 dd(eats soba) 1O
OOoOooooooood
OOOOOoooooOoodg
OOOoOOoOoOooooooooog
OOO0OOoooooooooood
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ooon Looooooooooooon
Oooooooooooooono

OoooUonD gonoooooooogoo
Oooooooooooooono

Oooo@onD goooooooooogoogn

oooon Ooooooooooooooooooood
LOoOoooogodooooooooodoaoooooog
[]

Oooo(oonD goooooogoo
Ooooboooooooooooog

Formal Romanization

Mitsuoka(haha)  Ashuri-san, kirai na mono wa arimasu ka.
ashuri Toku ni nani mo nai desu.

Nan demo tabemasu.
Mitsuoka(haha) Sore wa yokatta.

Mitsuoka(haha) Nani mo arimasen ga, dozo.
ashuri A, 0-soba desu ne. Watashi, daisuki desu.

Itadakimasu.(eats soba)

Oishii! Tottemo oishii desu.
Mitsuoka(chichi) Kore mo dozo. Yuba desu.

Nikkd no yuba wa yumei desu yo.

Sore kara, kore wa, kon'nyaku desu.
ashuri Un. Dore mo oishii desu ne.

Demo, yuba wa... nan desu ka.
Mitsuoka(haha)  Tofu no kyddai desu ne.

Kenko-teki na tabemono desu yo.
Mitsuoka(chichi)  Nikko no doko ni ikitai desu ka.
ashuri Toshogi to Kegon no Taki ga mitai desu.

Sore kara, Chuzenji-ko de sanpo o shite boto ni noritai desu.
Mitsuoka(chichi) Takusan arimasu ne.

Ja, hayaku tabete, ikimasho.

English




Mrs. Mitsuoka
Ashley

Mrs. Mitsuoka
Mrs. Mitsuoka
Ashley

Mr. Mitsuoka

Ashley

Mrs. Mitsuoka
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Ashley, are there any foods you don't like?
Not really.

I'll eat anything.

Oh, that's good.

It's not much, but here you are.
Oh, it's soba, isn't it? | love soba!
Itadakimasu. (eats soba)

Yum! It's really good!

Try some of this, too. It's yuba.
Yuba from Nikko is famous.
And also, this is kon'nyaku.
Mmm, they're all good!
But...what's yuba?

It's like a cousin of tofu.

It's a very healthy food.

Mr. Mitsuoka Where do you want to go in Nikko?
Ashley | want to see Toshogu and Kegon no Taki.
And | also want to take a walk around Chtizenjiko and ride in a
boat.
Mr. Mitsuoka That's quite a lot.
Well then, let's eat quickly and go!
Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
1] minin toku ni especially
04 oo hayaku fast, quickly, soon
OOoom OOOm tottemo very, awfully
OoOoOoOo oOooon kon'nyaku konnyaku, devil's
tongue
OO0 oo n kenko-teki healthy; Adj(na)
N oo kirai dislikable, hate ;
Adj(na)
1] OOOm yamei famous ; Adj(na)
mn 0 tofu tofu, bean-curd
1] OOooon kyodai siblings, brothers and
sisters
i OoOodn tabemono food
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Hininn oo takusan a lot, many, much
O i boto boat
1 o sanpo walk, stroll
OO 0 miru to see, to watch, to
look ; V2
Vocabulary Sample Sentences

OdOodoooooooooooom | especially like Japanese mayonnaise.
OOooOooooOoOadn | want to go home soon.
OOoOoOooOooodoon It was so much fun.
OOoOoOoooooooooooon Konnyaku is a healthy food.
Ododoooooddadn | want to eat healthy.
OOoOoOoOoOooooodono I'm not picky.
Ryo Ishikawa IO O OO0 000000000 Ryo Ishikawa is a famous golfer.
OOoOoOoOoooOooooooom Where did you get that tofu?
OdOodooOonom Do you have any brothers or sisters?
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom What food do you hate?
OOooOooooooodooomn Please drink a lot of water.
OOooooooooooood Would you like to ride a boat in the park?
OOooooOoOodnd | often take walks.
Hooooooooooooon | saw Mt. Fuji from the train.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #26 - The Best Japanese Dish You'll Ever Have
OOoO0ooooooooooOooo

Ja, hayaku tabete, ikimasho.

"Well then, let's eat quickly and go!"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to use nani mo (1) and nan demo (11 J)
e Learn how to combine two verbs using the te-form

e Learn how to create adverbs

Nani mo ([J[1) and nan demo ([1C1[1)
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In the dialogue, we saw the question word nan/nani (1) followed by the particles mo ([I) and
demo ([J[J) to create the words nani mo ([1[1) and nan demo ([CJ1C1[1). Let's check the
meanings of these words and look at other words we can create using these same patterns.

When we attach the particle mo () to question words such as nani (), dare (1), or doko

(C00), and we use it in a negative statement, we can translate [question word] [ mo as "not
any...."

[Question word] [J mo [ [negative statement] (] "notany __ "

Question Word Question Word [CImo[English
=)

] OO nothing

nani nani mo

i OOoO -nowhere (in negative sentence)

doko doko mo ~everywhere (in affirmative
sentence)

] 0 -no one (in negative sentence)

dare dare mo ~everyone (in affirmative
sentence)

i OOoO -none (in negative sentence)

dore dore mo ~everything (in affirmative
sentence)

Examples From the Dialogue:

1. 00000 oodooO)) ooooodood
Ashuri: (Kirai na tabemono wa) toku ni nani mo nai desu.
Ashley: (literally) "There's nothing | don't like."

2. 000OO0OC.000o0ooooogooodo
Ashuri: Un. Dore mo oishii desu ne.

Ashley: "Mmm, they're all good!"

A question word followed by demo([]1[]) means "any."
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[Question word] [J demo = "any ~"

Question Word Question Word 1 [English

demo([J[7)
] OO0 anything, no matter what it is
nan nan demo
i OOom anytime, no matter when it is
itsu itsu demo
i OOom anywhere, no matter where it is
doko doko demo
] OO0 anyone, no matter who it is
dare dare demo
i OOom no matter which it is
dore dore demo

Example From the Dialogue:
OOOdO: ooooooodg
Ashuri: Nan demo tabemasu.
Ashley: "I'll eat anything."

Another Example:

OOoOooooooood
Itsu demo kite kudasai.
"Please come anytime."

Now let's compare the following sentences:

m (JO00O00000000 Watashi wa nan demo tabemasu. "I'll eat anything."”
m JO00O00000000O0 Watashi wa nani mo tabemasen. "l won't eat anything.”

Combining Two Verbs Using the Te-form

In this lesson, you will learn how to combine two or more verbs. To express a succession of
actions or events, you must change all verbs except the final one into the te-form. In this
case, it is similar to using "and" in English to join multiple verbs ("eat and drink," "run and
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[te-form of a verb of first action] [] [verb of second action]

First Action Second Action Combined with te-form
OOoOooono Oodd OOoOooooooOod
ranchi o kau taberu ranchi o katte taberu

‘buy lunch" ‘eat” 'buy lunch and eat it"
OOoOoOodd o Oooooooon

o-furo ni hairu neru o-furo ni haitte neru

'take a bath" 'sleep” 'take a bath and go to sleep”
O4d OOoooono OOooOoooooad

kaeru terebi o miru kaette terebi o miru

'‘go home" '‘watch TV" 'go home and watch TV"

[0 The tense of the final verb determines the tense of the whole sentence. For example, if the
final verb is in the past tense, then all of the actions mentioned took place in succession in the
past. If the final verb is in the present/future tense, all of the actions mentioned will take place
in the present or future. We can even use the verbs expressing desire as well as volitional

verbs, as we see in the example sentences from the dialogue below.

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. 00000 OoOooOoooogoooooooooodnd
Ashuri: Chuseniji-ko de sanpo shite boto ni noritai desu.

Ashley: "And | also want to take a walk around Chasenjiko and ride in a boat."

2. OO0 OOoOoOoodoOoOoooOodood
Mitsuoka (chichi): Ja, hayaku tabete,ikimasho.
Mr. Mitsuoka: "Well then, let's eat quickly and go!"

Other Examples:

1. oo o o0
Ashita, Tsukiji ni itte, sushi o tabemasu.
"Tomorrow | will go to Tsukiji and eat sushi."




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts
OOO0oOoooooooooooOoodm
Kind, Tsukiji ni itte, sushi o tabemashita.
"Yesterday, | went to Tsukiji and ate sushi."
Creating Adverbs From Adjectives
Let's take a look at how to form adverbs from adjectives.
For i-adjectives:
1. Remove the final -i ([J)
2. Add -ku ()
i-adjective Meaning Adverb Meaning
i early, quick OO quickly
hayai hayaku
i cheap OO cheaply
yasui yasuku
OO enjoyable OOoO enjoyably
tanoshii tanoshiku
i strong OO strongly
tsuyoi tsuyoku
Example from the Dialogue:
OO0 dooodooooooooooonr
Mitsuoka (chichi): Ja, hayaku tabete, ikimasho.
Mr. Mitsuoka: Well then, let's eat quickly and go!
For na-adjectives:
1. Change the na (1) to ni ()
na-adjective Meaning Adverb Meaning
Do) straight oo straight
massugu (na) massugu ni (as adverb)
o) quiet g quietly
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shizuka (na) shizuka ni
COOoOoom) simple Hooon simply
kantan (na) kantan ni
Other Examples:
oo ot

Shizuka ni hanashite kudasai.
"Please speak quietly."

Vocab Usage: Itadakimasu

e [tadakimasu (C1C1C1CICI0T) - In the dialog, Ashley said itadakimasu (C1C1 C1C1C10T)
before eating the meal that Mrs. Mitsuoka prepared. This phrase is commonly said before
eating a meal that someone else has prepared for you. Itadakimasu is actually a humble verb
that means "to receive", so this phrase literally means "I am about to receive”, but a more
practical translation would be something similar to "Thank you for the meal”.

Cultural Insight

Nikko

Nikko is a very popular tourist destination located roughly two hours north of Tokyo by train.
Nikko is home to the famous Toshogu Shrine, a lavishly decorated shrine where Tokugawa
leyasu, the leader of the Tokugawa Shogunate, is buried. Nikko is also home to Kegon no
Taki ("Kegon Waterfall"), one of the highest waterfalls in Japan, as well as Chtzeniji-ko
("Lake Chuuzeniji"). Nikko is an especially popular destination in October and November,
when you can see the colorful autumn foliage.
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Formal Kanji

g oooooooooddooon

NN HiENIENEE

g Hodoooooodnd
OOooooodooodd?

oggg oo
oo otmd

g Hodoooooodnd

NN HiNNINN
odoooooooodaon
Ooooododosoe

g doooooooddoon
HiENIENEE

oggg odooooooddooooood
OOobodododooooiodododoooooo s
oo
OooodoooCL

g odooooooodd

NN OOoododododooooUooodooo e

g dooooooodoooooooogoao o
OoooodooooL

oggg odoooood
Oooodododooo oL
oooooooodoooooooodnd
OOobodododooooiodododoooooo s
oot

Formal Kana

oD booodoguoooooddd

o4 OooododooooL

oD bogoggoooood
OOooooodoodd?

oggg oo
OO oe

oo boordoooooood

o4 Oooooe
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ooon

Hooooon
oooon

Loooonon

oo
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Looooboooooooooon
oooobooooooooon
Looooooooooooon
oo on
LOoOooobooogdooooooonoog
oo oodn
Loooooog

oo on
Looooooooooooon
oo oodn
L]

Uooopoodoooooooouooood
Loooooogooooon

HiEE NN
LOoOooobooogdooooooonoog
oo odoooooood
LOoOoooogodooooooooodoaoooooog
HiEE NN

Formal Romanization

Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri
Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Toyota Ichird

Ashuri

Toyota Ichird
Ashuri

Gomen, Ashuri-san, matta?

le, watashi mo ima tsukimashita.

Koko, ii, 0-mise da ne.

Doshite, shitte iru no?

Naisho desu.(laughs)

Takushi no untenshu-san kara kikimashita.

De, Nikkd wa do datta.

Yokatta desu yo.

Futsuka-kan homusutei shimashita.

A, kore, Nikkd no o-miyage desu.

E? Arigato. Ureshii na.

Hé. Toshogu ni itta no?

Hai, totemo rippa de, bikkuri shimashita.

Sore kara, Kegon no Taki ni ittari, sanpo shitari, boto ni nottari
shimashita.

Honto ni tanoshikatta desu.

Hoka ni, Nihon de nani o shita no?

Kaisha no hito to izakaya ni ittari, hanabi o mitari shimashita.



Toyota Ichird

Ashuri
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li na.... Kotoshi, boku, hanabi minakatta yo...

De, itsu made Nihon ni iru no.

Ato, isshl-kan desu.

Ashita, kaisha ni itte, hatarakimasu.

Getsuyobi kara mokuyobi made, yokka-kan shigoto o shimasu.
Sore kara, mikka-kan, Fuji-san ni ittari, Tsukiji ni ittari, kaimono o
shitari shimasu.

English

Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley
Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

Ichiro Toyota

Ashley

Ichiro Toyota
Ashley

Ichiro Toyota

Ashley

Sorry Ashley, did you wait long?

No, I just got here myself.

This is a great restaurant.

How do you know about it?

It's a secret.

| heard about it from a taxi driver.

So, how was Nikko?

It was great!

| did a homestay for two days.

Oh, here's a gift from Nikko.

Oh? Thanks! I'm so happy.

Oh, you went to Toshogu?

Yes, it was really magnificent, | was surprised!

And then | went to the Kegon Waterfall, took a walk, rode in a
boat, and more.

It was really fun.

What else have you done in Japan?

| went to an izakaya with my coworkers, saw fireworks, and so
on.

How nice...I didn't see any fireworks this year.

So, until when are you in Japan?

| have one more week.

Tomorrow I'm going to the office to work.

I'll be working for four days from Monday to Thursday.

And then, for three days I'm going to go to Mt. Fuiji, going to
Tsukiji, and going shopping and stuff.
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Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
] N mise shop,store
OO0 OO doshite why, how
10 0 shiru to know, to
understand; V1
O oo ureshii happy, glad, Adj(i)
OO0 [ izaka-ya bar, pub
107 107 tsuku to arrive, to reach ; V1
. [ naisho secrecy, secret
107 107 kiku to listen, to ask; V1
OO oo rippa splendid, magnificent ;
Adj(na)
OO0 OO bikkuri surprise
10 in hoka ni in addition, besides,
other
107 OO0 hataraku to work; V1
. 0 il good, nice, pleasant,
fine; Adj(i)
mn OO miyage souvenir, present
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
OOoOoOooOoOadnd | like this store.
OdOodoooooooooooom Why do you want to go to Japan?
odooooodoand Do you know that person over there?
Ododoooooooddn | have good news.
OOoOoOoooOoooooom | love Japanese-style bars.
Odooooooodnd | just now got to the station.
OOoOOoOoOodno It's a secret.
Ododoooooooddn Do you often listen to Japanese songs?
OO0O0O0O0O00000000O0O0O0OOdd Abraham Lincoln was a magnificent person.
]
OOooooon You scared me! (I'm surprised.)
OdOodoooooodnd What else would you like to do?
OOoOOoOooooOodnd | work from morning to noon.
oooooon The weather is nice, isn't it?
OOooOoooOoadn | bought souvenirs.
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Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #27 - Joking in Japanese - Do You Think This is Funny?
Ooooodoooe

Hoka ni, Nihon de nani o shita no?

"What else have you done in Japan?"

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to make the affirmative past tense of a verb ("l went")

e Learn how to make the negative past tense of a verb ("l didn't go")
e Learn how to express the concept of "and so on" using the -tari form

Making the Affirmative Past Tense ('l Went")

Let's take a look at how to create the past tense of both formal and informal verbs.

Formal
To turn a verb that is in the masu form into past tense, simply replace -masu (-[1[]) with
-mashita (-1 0).

masu Form ~rmashita Translation
OOodd OOoOoao "drank"
nomimasu nomimashita

OOodd OOoOoao "ate"
tabemasu tabemashita

Odd OOodo "did"
shimasu shimashita

1. 0000 OO0O0ooOodooodooooonomd
Ashurt: Takushi no untenshu-san kara kikimashita.
Ashley: "l heard about it from a taxi driver."

2. OO0OO0O: OO0O0O0OoOoOoOooOooonono
Ashurl: Futsuka-kan homusutei shimashita.
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Ashley: | did a homestay for two days.

Informal
In Lesson 23, we learned how to make the te-form of a verb. It's important to keep this in mind
when we create the past tense. To create the past tense:

1. Conjugate the verb to te-form
2. Change the final te ([1) to ta (C1)*

*In the case of verbs whose dictionary form ends in -bu or -gu, we change de () to da (1)

Dictionary Form [Te-Form Ta-Form Translation
OO O0omO O0omO 'went"
iku itte itta

OO O0omO O0omO 'waited"
matsu matte matta

OO O0omO O0omO 'died"
shinu shinde shinda

OO O0omO O0omO 'drank”
nomu nonde nonda

OO OOonod O0omO 'swam"
oyogu oyoide oyoida

OO O0omO O0omO ‘called"
yobu yonde yonda

OO O0omO O0omO 'returned”
kaeru kaette kaetta

OO0 O0omO O0omO ‘ate"
taberu tabete tabeta

OO OO O0omO 'did"
suru shite shita

OO O0omO O0omO ‘came”
kuru kite kita

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. O0000.00000000ocoocoooano
Toyota Ichird: Gomen, Ashuri-san, matta?
Ichiro Toyota: "Sorry, Ashley, did you wait long?"
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OO0O0.000oooooodono
Toyota Ichird: Hoka ni, Nihon de nani o shita no?
Ichiro Toyota: "What else have you done in Japan?"

Making the Negative Past Tense ("I Didn't Go")

Now let's take a look at how to create the negative past tense of both formal and informal
verbs.

Formal
To turn a verb that is in the masu form into negative past tense, simply replace -masen
(-0O0) with -masen deshita (- C0).

-masen (-C1C000) O -masen deshita (-C1 C1C1C1C10)

rmasen Form -masen deshita Translation
OO0Odno OO0OoOooodad 'didn't drink"
nomimasen nomimasen deshita

OO0Odno OO0OoOooodad 'didn't eat"
tabemasen tabemasen deshita

OOonOoad OOOoOoood 'didn't do"
shimasen shimasen deshita

Example:

OOO0o0O0ooooooooood
Kesa asagohan o tabemasen deshita.
"l didn't eat breakfast this morning."

Informal
To turn an informal negative verb into past tense, simply replace the final -i ((J) with -katta
(C0). You might notice that this way of conjugating is the same as i-adjectives.

-i (-00) O -katta (-CI1C10T)




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts
Informal Negative [Informal Negative Past Translation
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't go"
ikanai ikanakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't eat"
tabenai tabenakatta
OO0 OOoodd "didn't see"
minai minakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't wait"
matanai matanakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't die"
shinanai shinanakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't drink"
nomanai nomanakatta
OO0 Oooooon "didn't swim"
oyoganai oyoganakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't call"
yobanai yobanakatta
OO0 Ooooaodn "didn't return”
kaeranai kaeranakatta
OO ooadn "didn't do"
shinai shinakatta
OO Ooooaodn "didn't come"
konai konakatta

Example from the Dialogue:

0000 DO0DO(O)O0OMOO0O00000

Toyota Ichirg: Kotoshi, boku (wa) hanabi (0) minakatta yo.
Ichiro Toyota: "l didn't see any fireworks this year."

"And So On...": Using the -tari form

In the last lesson, we learned how to use join verbs to talk about multiple actions using the

te-form:
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Watashi wa kaimono o shite ranchi o tabeta.
"l went shopping and ate lunch.”

Podcasts

In this sentence, we join both verbs by putting the first verb (in this case suru) in the te-form.
This sentence implies that we only did two things: went shopping, and ate lunch.

Now, what if we want to convey the idea that we did these things and more without going into
the details? To do this, we can use the -tari form. We use the -tari form to list an incomplete
set of actions or states. We can use this form by adding -ri to the end of the informal past
form of all verbs in the sentence and ending it with a form of the verb suru. Let's rewrite the
sentence we just looked at:

-OJO0000oOooooooooooooodg
Watashi wa kaimono o shitari ranchi o tabetari shita.

"I went shopping, ate lunch, and so on."

[ V-tari + V-tari + suru]

Dictionary Form |Informal Past |Add ri -tari Form
i NEININIn OO OO
iku - Oitta O Ori ittari
i NEININIn OO OO
asobu - asonda O Ori asondari
I NEININIn OO OO
taberu - Otabeta O Ori tabetari
i NEINN OO I
suru - Oshita O Ori shitari
i NEINN OO I
kuru - Okita O Ori kitari

The tense of the sentence is determined by the tense of the suru ((1[) at the end. For
example, if the final suru (1) is in the past tense form shita ([ J), then all actions
mentioned took place in the past. Let's compare some different examples:

L] Future
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OOO0oooooooooodood
Nihon de tera ni ittari kanko shitari suru.
"In Japan, I'm going to go to temples, go sightseeing, and so on."

[] Past

OOoO0oOoOoooooooooooodno

Kyonen nihon de tera ni ittari kanko shitari shita.

"Last year in Japan | went to temples, went sightseeing, and so on."

[1 Desire

OOO0Oooooooooooooodn

Nihon de tera ni ittari kanko shitari shitai.

"In Japan, | want to go to temples, go sightseeing, and so on."

Examples from the Dialog:

- 00000 doooooooooooooogoooooogoogoodg
Ashuri: Kegon no Taki ni ittari, sanpo shitari, boto ni nottari shimashita.
Ashley: "I went to the Kegon Waterfall, took a walk, rode in a boat, and more."
- OO0 00oooooooooooooooogooodoo
Ashuri: Kaisha no hito to izakaya ni ittari, hanabi o mitari shimashita.
Ashley: "l went to an izakaya with my coworkers, saw fireworks, and so on."
- 00000 dOooodoooooooooooooooooooogoogoodg
11 Ashuri: Mikka-kan, Fuji-san ni ittari, Tsukiji ni ittari, kaimono o shitari shimasu.
Ashley: "For three days, I'm going to go to Mt. Fuji, go to Tukiji, go shopping, and stuff."

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw some phrases that express duration of time:
m 1000 - mikka-kan - "three days"
m ][I0 - yokka-kan - "four days"
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For more detailed information on expressing duration of time, please check the following
Appendix lessons: Time Duration 1: Hours and Minutes (Appendix #5) and Time Duration 2:
Days, Weeks, Months, and Years (Appendix #6)

Cultural Insight

lzakaya

An izakaya refers to a Japanese drinking establishment that is similar to a bar but also serves
food along with the drinks. The food at izakaya is usually more substantial than that served at
regular bars. While there are some high-end izakaya, the majority of izakaya are very
reasonable and have a casual atmosphere. 1zakaya can basically be divided into two groups:
large izakaya that are part of a chain; and small, locally-owned izakaya. When you go to a
large chain izakaya you are usually socializing with the group that you are with, but at a
smaller izakaya you can meet and socialize with other customers and locals.
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Formal Kanji

Oooooo O0.0000ooooooooooogn
OoO00000000000000000O000oooooo

o0 Ooooooooooooooooon
OoOo00oooOoood
Ooooooooooooooogod

Oooooo OoO000O0Oo000oooooo

o0 Ooooooooooooon

Oooooo OoO00000000o00oooooooon

o0 Oooooooooo
OoOo0O0oooooo
OoO0oooOoooooooooooooooooo

Oooooo OoOo0oooooooon

OO OOOOOCOO(Ashley fills out the form)
OoO000000000000000000000000000
Ooood
Oooooooon

Oooooo Ooooooooooo
Oo0.0000000000000000000000

o0 pOooOoooonon

Oooooo OoO00000000O000oooooo

o0 OoOooooooooooooooooooooooon

Formal Kana

Oooooo O0O.00000oooooooooooooo
OoO000O00000000oooooOooooooooood

oogg OoOooooOoooooooDoooooooooo
OoOooooooooooon
OoOooooOoooooooDoooooooooo

Oooooo OoOo00Ooo00ooooooo

oogg Ooooooooooooon

Oooooo OoO00O0O0000o000Ooooooooooooon

oogg Ooooooooooooon
OoOooooooooo

oo

Loobbobooguodooooooioygdodoooooog
oo
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oo O OO0 OC(Ashley fills out the form)
OO00O0O0OOoOodooooooooooooooooaOn
OO000000O0O0ooooooogoodg
OOoOoOoOoood

OOoOodno OOoO0Ooooooodnd
OO0.000000doooooodooooooooodn

OOodno OO00O0O0Oooooooooood

OOoOodo OOd0OoO0oooooooooodoooOon

OOodno OO0000000O00ooodoooooogoooon

Formal Romanization

Ashuri Ano... chotto, shitsumon o shite mo ii desu ka.

Kono Rettsu Enjoi Tsukiji tsua wa dono kurai kakarimasu ka.

Uketsuke O-kane wa, o-hitori-sama, ichiman-en kakarimasu.

Jikan wa go-jikan kakarimasu.
Asa shichi-ji kara, daitai hiru jani-ji made desu.

Ashuri Gaido-san wa eigo ga dekimasu ka.

Uketsuke Hai. Mochiron, dekimasu yo.

Ashuri Ja, konshd no doydbi no tsua, yoyaku dekimasu ka.

Uketsuke Shosho o-machi kudasai.

Hai. Mada, dekimasu.
Dewa, kochira ni, o-namae, go-renrakusaki o onegai shimasu.

Ashuri Pen o karite mo ii desu ka.

Uketsuke Hai, dozo. (Ashley fills out the form)

Dewa, ni-ju ku-nichi doyobi, gozen roku-ji goju-ppun ni Tsukiji
yubinkyoku no mae ni kite kudasai.
Kore wa, chizu desu.

Ashuri Arigatd gozaimasu.

AnoO.... Shinagawa kara, Tsukiji made dono kurai kakarimasu ka.

Uketsuke San-ju-ppun kurai kakarimasu.

Ashuri Ano, Tsukiji de shashin o totte mo ii desu ka.

Uketsuke Chotto, wakaranai desu ne. Gaido ni kiite kudasai.

English

Ashley

Um...can | ask a question?



Receptionist

Ashley
Receptionist
Ashley

Receptionist

Ashley
Receptionist

Ashley

Receptionist
Ashley
Receptionist
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How much does the “Let's Enjoy Tsukiji Tour” cost?
Money-wise, it costs 10,000 yen for one person.
Time-wise, it takes five hours.

It's from seven in the morning to about twelve noon.
Can the guide speak English?

Yes, of course.

Okay, then can | make a reservation for the tour on Saturday of
this week?

Please wait one moment.

Yes, you can still do that.

Please write your name and contact information here.
May | borrow a pen?

Yes, here you are. (Ashley fills out the form)

Okay, on Saturday the 29th, please come to the Tsukiji Post
Office at six-fifty AM.

Here's a map.

Thank you very much.

Um, how long does it take from Shinagawa to Tsukiji?
It takes about thirty minutes.

And, can | take pictures at Tsukiji?

I'm not sure. Please ask the guide.

Vocabulary
Kanji Kana Romaji English
OOodoOond OOoOodd dono kurai how long, how much...
OO0 minin kakaru to take (time, money);
V1
1] OOOm daitai about, approximately
O ad mada yet, still
L1t L10] pen pen
N I o-kane money
OO0 minin gaido tour guide
mmn OOoooon renrakusaki contact address
OO0 minin kariru to borrow, to rent; V2
C10] oo shitsumon guestion, inquiry
1] OOoooon shosho a little, small quantity
] OOoOooom kurai/gurai approximately, about
OO0 Oooooono yabinkyoku post office




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts
Hininn oo daitai about, approximately
OO0 [ mochiron Of course.
O o kurai approximately, about

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Hoooooooooooooooo
oooooogdd
Uoooooooooooooon

Hoooooon
ooooooogodo
Hoooooodn
ooooooooooon
Uopooobooooooooooooon
oooooogdd
Hooooboooooooon
ooooooogodo
Hooooboooooooon

Hoooobooggooooooon
I O O O Y Y A A O
i

oooooogdd

oo oonoon

How far is it from Shinjuku to Shibuya?

It takes about an hour.

It takes about 6 hours to get to Thailand from
Japan.

| won't go home yet.

Whose pen is it?

| don't have any money.

Mr. Shimoyama is a tour guide.

Do you know Ashley's contact address?

I'd like to rent a cell phone.

Excuse me. | have a question.

| drank a little alcohol.

It takes about 20 minutes from my house to
the company.

Go straight and turn right at the post office.
It costs about 10,000 yen for a bullet train
from Tokyo to Niigata.

Of course, I'm going.

| bought a mechanical pencil which costs
about 1000 yen.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #28 - How to See All the Important Sites in the Shortest Amount of

Time
oo o oL
Gaido-san wa eigo ga dekimasu ka.

"Can the guide speak English?"




JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

In this lesson, you will:

e Learn how to ask for permission with -te mo ii desu ka (- OO CIE)
e Learn how to use the word dekiru (C11[7) to talk about what you can do
e Learn how to use the word kakaru ([J[1[) to ask about time and cost

Asking for Permission

We use the phrase -te mo ii desu ka (O OO OO ) when asking the listener for
permission to do something. This consists of a verb in the te-form plus particle mo (), the
adjective ii (1), the copula desu (1), and the question marker ka ().

[ te-form of verb + mo iidesu ka? ] ="May | ...?"

Original Phrase|Translation Te-form of Verb Translation

+ JOodod?
i to ask OOoOoOoooOoadnd May | ask
Kiku Kiite mo ii desu ka? something?
OOOO0O0 o smoke OOoOoOoOooOo0o0doom May | smoke?
Tabako o su Tabako o sutte mo ii desu ka?
OOOO0Ood o watch TV Oooooooooodono May | watch TV?
Terebi o miru Terebi o mite mo ii desu ka?
OOOOO0O o borrowone's [CO0000000OO0OO00 May | borrow
Jisho o kariru [dictionary Jisho o karite mo ii desu ka? your dictionary?

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. 00000 O0O0Ooooooooono
Ashurl: Pen o karite mo ii desu ka.
Ashley: "May | borrow a pen?"

2. 00000 OO0O0OOOO0O0OOoOoOoOod
AshurT: Shashin o totte mo ii desu ka.
Ashley: "Can | take pictures?"

We use the phrase -te mo ii desu (I C10) when we give the listener permission to
do something.
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[ te-form of verb + mo iidesu ] ="You may..."

Note, however, that this construction has the potential to sound a little patronizing. If
someone asks you a -te mo ii desu ka question, it would be better to just reply with a simple
yes or no.

Using Dekiru to Talk About What You Can Do

Dekiru ((J1) is the potential form of the verb suru ([(J[1), and has the meaning of "to be
able to do." In some cases, the nuance is that someone is good at something, especially
when used together with adverbs such as yoku (1, "well).

[ (Topic wa) Subject ga dekiru ]

Note that when using dekiru (C1C1), the particle ga ([J) is usually used to mark the direct
object, rather than the direct object marker o ([1).

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. 00000 doooooooooooood
Ashuri: Gaido-san wa eigo ga dekimasu ka.
Ashley: "Can the guide speak English?"
2. 00000 0000ooooooooooooooodno
Ashuri: Ja, konshi no doyobi no tsua, yoyaku dekimasu ka.
Ashley: "Okay, then can | make a reservation for the tour on Saturday of this week?"

Other Examples:

1. Ooododn
Watashi wa ryori ga dekiru.
"l can cook."

2. 0O0oOoooooogod
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Kare wa sup0tsu ga yoku dekiru.
"He is good at sports."

Using Kakaru[JKakarimasu to Talk About Time and Cost

Kakarimasu (1 C1C100) is the masu form of the verb kakaru (C1C1101). Kakaru (C1C1C1)
means that something takes time or costs money.

Question: Translation
[ Dono kurai/Dono gurai | [
kakarimasu ka?

OO0dOdOodOodnOoadnr - [O"How much does it
Dono kurai kakarimasu ka? cost?"
- [1"How long does it take
?ll

[] Since we can use kakarimasu with both time and money, there is a good possibility that
there will be confusion if you don't specify what you are talking about. To avoid confusion, you
can insert the topic in the beginning of the sentence.

1. 0000 0OoooOOoooocodan
O-kane wa, dono kurai kakarimasu ka.
"How much does it cost?"

2. 00O000O0ooOooooooan
Jikan wa, dono kurai kakarimasu ka.
"How long does it take?"

Affirmative: Translation
[ amount of money/duration of
time ][ 1kakarimasu

oot It costs one
Sen-en kakarimasu. thousand yen.
OOooooOodgod It takes an hour.

Ichi-jikan kakarimasu.

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. O d: oo oooodgd
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Ashuri: Kono Rettsu Enjoi Tsukiji Tsua wa dono kurai kakarimasu ka.

Ashley: "How much does the Let's Enjoy Tsukiji Tour cost?"
-O0O0:00000o00ooooooogood

Uketsuke: O-kane wa, o-hitori-sama, ichiman-en kakarimasu.

Receptionist: "Money-wise, it costs 10,000 yen for one person.”
-0O00: 00OOoooooooad

Uketsuke: Jikan wa go-jikan kakarimasu.

Receptionist: "Time-wise, it takes five hours."”

Vocab Usage: Please wait one moment.

0 0000000000 [She-sho o-machi kudasai.] "Please wait one moment.”
- This phrase is used to politely ask someone to wait. It is often used in business situations or
when speaking to a customer, as seen in the dialog when the receptionist uses it with Ashley.

In the Appendix

In this lesson, we saw a phrase that expresses time duration:

m_ (10107 - go-jikan - "five hours"

For more detailed information on expressing time duration, please check the following
Appendix lessons: Time Duration 1: Hours and Minutes (Appendix #5) and Time Duration 2:
Days, Weeks, Months, and Years (Appendix #6)

Cultural Insight

Tsukiji Fish Market

Tsukiji Fish Market is located in central Tokyo and is one of the largest fish markets in the

world, handling over 2,000 tons of fish and other seafood a day that comes in from all over
the world. Tsukiji Fish Market has become a major tourist attraction among Japanese and

foreign visitors, with many visiting the market to watch the tuna auctions that take place at
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around five in the morning. If you visit Tsukiji Fish Market, don't forget to stop by one of the
many restaurants that surround the market where you can have some of the freshest sushi
available!
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Formal Kanji

NN 090-9876-5432

(Telephone)

Ao OJOodododn
Ao r
OO0 nond

(OOoO

NN OO0 nond
Ao nod
000000000 nond
A0 r 0
OO0d00dOododoooooogom
A0 rd
OO0d0O0dOodooooooo4m
A0 r 0

Formal Kana

NI Ao c o
OJOdO0dodooooooooooonooogm

(Telephone)

Aoggodog JOdodoooon

1t
OO0 n oo o
A0t

(m]=]m

NI AO0O0O0ddooood

Loobboioogygoooooooog
Ooooooooggoooooooboooooooooon
Loobboogugdooooobooogdod
Ooooboooodoooooooogooooooooog
Loobbobooguodooooooioygdodoooooog
L0

Loooooogyguuooooooog
Oooobooooooooooooooodod
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Formal Romanization

Ashuri Zero kyu zero no kyd hachi nana roku no go yon san ni
(Telephone)
Mitsuoka Rei Hai, Mitsuoka desu.
keitai
Ima, denwa ni deru koto ga dekimasen.
Messéji 0 onegai shimasu.
(p)
Ashuri Moshimoshi, Ashuri desu.
Iroiro arigatd gozaimashita.
Okage-sama de, shuccho o tanoshimu koto ga dekimashita.
Mina-san ni au koto ga dekite, yokatta desu.
O-t0-san to o-ka-san ni yoroshiku tsutaete kudasai.
Ashita, jaichi-ji no hikoki de Nyd Yoku ni kaerimasu.
Zehi, Nya Yoku ni kite kudasai ne.
Mata méru shimasu. O-genki de. Sayonara.
English
Ashley 090-9876-5432
(Telephone)
Rei Mitsuoka's This is Mitsuoka.
cell phone
| can't answer the phone right now.
Please leave a message.
(beep)
Ashley Hello, this is Ashley.

Thank you so much for everything.

Thanks to you, | was able to enjoy my business trip.

I'm so glad to have met everyone.

Please say hello to your father and mother for me.

I'm going back to New York tomorrow on an eleven o’clock flight.
Please come to New York!

I'll e-mail you. Take care. Goodbye.
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Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
C10] L] au to meet; V1
OoOoOono OOoOooon O-genki de. Take care.
oo OOoddno sayOnara Good bye.
OoOoOono OOoooon denwa ni deru to answer the phone;
V2
o oo tsutaeru to pass on; V2
oo OOoddno Mmesséji message
0] OO tanoshimu to enjoy onself ; V1
Hininn oo yoroshiku best regards
. [ iroiro various ; Adj(na)
O oo hikoki airplane
OO OO zehi certainly, without fail
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
Ooooooooond I'll meet him tomorrow.
OdOodoooooodnd Goodbye. Take care.
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom Good bye, see you tomorrow.
Odooooooodnd Please answer the phone.

uouopooooooonon

Please say hello to your family for me.

OOoOdooooodoodnd Do you have any messages?
Oooooodono Are you enjoying yourself?
Odooooooodnd Say hi to Peter for me.
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom | ate many different things.
OdOodoooooododdn | got on an airplane for the first time.
OOoOoOooOoOo0doom Let's meet again.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #29 - Master Speaking on the Phone and Put All of Your Japanese
Friends a Touch Away
OO0O0oodoooooooooand
Tadaima, denwa ni deru koto ga dekimasen.
"l can't answer the phone right now."
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In this lesson, you will:
e Learn how to talk about what you can do with koto ga dekiru (CJCI I CICI)
e Learn some set phrases used when saying goodbyes

Koto Ga Dekiru (CICICCICE)

We form this construction by attaching koto ([1[1) to the dictionary form of the chosen verb
marking it with the particle ga, and completing the sentence with the verb dekimasu
(oogn).

[ (Topic) + dictionary form of verb + koto ga dekimasu ]

Ooo Ooooooon "(1) can (verb)."
oyogu koto ga dekimasu

'swim" oot

OO koto ga dekiru

utau

'sing”

oot

Nihon-go o hanasu
'speak Japanese”
OOOodno
shashin o toru
'take pictures”

Example from the Dialogue:

OO00: OO0OOoOoOooooooooodOon
Mitsuoka Rei: Tadaima, denwa ni deru koto ga dekimasen.
Rei Mitsuoka: "I can't answer the phone right now."

Another Example:

OO0OO0ooooooooog
(Watashi wa) oyogu koto ga dekimasu.
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"(I) can swim."
Let's compare this new potential construction with some constructions that we already know.

"I swim"/"l will swim."
Formal: 1O O OO OO Watashi wa oyogimasu. ]
Informal: OO0 [ Watashi wa oyogul. |

"l can swim"/"I'm able to swim."
Formal: OO OO OO0 OO O] Watashi wa oyogu koto ga dekimasu. |
Informal: OO O OOOOOOCOC [ Watashi wa oyogu koto ga dekiru. ]

Set Phrases Used When Saying Goodbye

O --koto ga dekite yokatta desu (-- OO0 O OO 0O00 000 0)

As we just learned, putting the phrase [verb] + koto ga dekiru (C1C1C1CC1) after a verb in
the dictionary form creates the potential form: "to be able to [verb]." By putting dekiru (1)
in the te-form and adding yokatta desu (1111 C1[0) at the end, we can create a sentence
that means that we are glad to have been able to [verb].

OO0O0O0O0O00000000O00O |I'm glad to have been able to go.
Iku koto ga dekite yokatta desu.
OO0O0O0O0O0000000O0O0O |I'm glad to have been able to talk
Hanasu koto ga dekite yokatta (with you).

desu.

OO0O000: dooooooooooooooooood
Ashuri: Mina-san ni au koto ga dekite, yokatta desu.
Ashley: "I'm so glad to have met everyone."

[ Iroiro arigatd gozaimashita (11 C1 O C1CICICTCT O C1C1 1 07)

Iroiro (C1C1J[) is a word that means "various" or "all kinds of." When coupled with arigato
gozaimasu (O OO OO OCICOD), the meaning becomes "Thank you for everything you
have done," and implies that the listener did many things for the speaker.
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0 Okage-sama de (OO CICI0)

This phrase literally means "thanks to you." We can use it even when the listener hasn't
specifically done anything for the speaker, and in these cases it is very close in nuance to the
English phrase "thanks for asking."

OO000: dO0OoO0Oooodooooooooooon
Ashuri: Okage-sama de, shuccho o tanoshimu koto ga dekimashita.
Ashley: "Thanks to you | was able to enjoy my business trip."

[J -- ni yoroshiku tsutaete kudasai (--CICICICICICTCICIC1C1 00 0T)

We use this phrase when you want to tell someone to give your regards to someone else.
The person's name comes before the particle ni ([1). To make the phrase informal, you can
leave off the tsutaete kudasai (]I I CIET) completely.

OOO000: dOoOoOooooooooooooooooood
Ashuri: O-to-san to O-ka-san ni yoroshiku tsutaete kudasai.
Ashley: "Please say hello to your father and mother for me."

00 O-genki de (C1CI 1)
This phrase means "take care" and is used towards someone that you will not see again for a
long time or possibly ever. It cannot be used for everyday goodbyes.

OO0O00: doooooogood
Ashuri: O-genki de. Sayonara.
Ashley: "Take care. Goodbye."

Cultural Insight

Phone Numbers in Japan

In Japan, cell phone numbers are eleven digits, and usually begin with either 080 or 090.
PHS phone numbers usually start with 070. When reciting a phone number aloud in
Japanese, the dashes can either be left out or pronounced as no ().

Let's look at the example number from the dialogue:
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090-9876-5432
zero kyu zero (no) kya hachi nana roku (no) go yon san ni
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Formal Kanji

aoodad OOooOOoodooodooe

HIEIEIE OOoOOOoOoooOooooooder

(cell phone rings)

HIEIEIE Ooooo.oooodoHdOond
OOoodoooooodn
OOoOooOoOdOooOdd
OO0OoodooOdodooooodn
OOooOooiooooOoooOdmond
OO0OoodooOdodooooodn
L. .0000ddooddooodooodooodood e
OOoOoOooood
0. dodddooodooodOooodoOoOdm
OO0Oooooodonoddooonoooooooaood
L]
OO0OO0odoodoodooooonooooooooo
LLAOooooooooooadd

aoodad .

NN HiEEE N EEE .
Oooooodoodn

HIEIEIE OOooOooodoOoOdd
OO0Ooodoodooooooaooe

NN OOodOooodoooOoooder

aoodad O.00oodo.0oodon
OOoOoddoooooooooooOodOond

Formal Kana

NN OOoooodoooOoHoder

Ooodood Oudooooooondoonooooooodn

(cell phone rings)

oo oodon.. ondoodon

HiEENNEEE .
Loooooogooooon
Hoouooooooooooood
Loooooogyguuooooooog
Hoouopboodoouoooooodg
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L.000obooogddoooooooooddooooon
Lo

Hoooooooogoon

.o odddouooooodd
LI
oo oodn
N

oo odoooooood
LOOoOooooooooooooad

OOoOodo .

OOO0O0Oo0od Ooooooooooodooodn

O
OO0O0Oooodoodon

OOoOodo OOO0o0OoOoooooood
OO000O0O0Oooooooooogooodn

OOO0O0O00d Oooooooooooooodgood

O

OOoOodo O.00000d.00d0o0od
OO0000000O00ooooooooooogoodg

Formal Romanization
Ashuri Chekku auto onegai shimasu

Hoteru uketsuke
(cell phone rings)
Ashuri

Kashikomarimashita. Shosho o-machi kudasai.

Honda-san?... Hai. SO desu.

Ima kara, hoteru o demasu.

Iroiro o-sewa ni narimashita.

Hai, e? Moshimoshi? A, Suzuki-san?

Hahaha. Hai, mata Nihon ni kitai desu.

Hahaha. Suzuki-san wa omoshiroi hito desu né.

A... hai. Moshimoshi? Mitsuoka-san. Honto ni o-sewa ni
narimashita.

Go-ryoshin ni yoroshiku.

Hai... ganbarimasu. Mitsuoka-san mo shigoto o ganbatte kudasai.
A, Honda-san? E. Mina-san to hanasu koto ga dekite ureshikatta
desu.

Arigatd gozaimashita. Ja. mata. Sukaipu shimasu ne.

... Hai. Honda-san mo o-genki de.
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Ashuri
Hoteru no O-kyaku-sama, daijobu desu ka.
uketsuke
Tisshu tsukaimasu ka.
Ashuri A, arigatd gozaimasu.
Kaeritakunai desu. Nihon ni sumitai desu yo.
Hoteru no Nihon de hataraku koto wa dekimasen ka.
uketsuke
Ashuri A... sO ka. Ma... dekimasu ne.
Chotto, kangaemasu. Arigatd gozaimashita.
English
Ashley (sigh) I'd like to check out.

Receptionist
(cell phone rings)
Ashley

Ashley
Receptionist

Ashley

Receptionist
Ashley

Certainly. Please wait one moment.

Honda-san? ...Yes, that's right.

I'm leaving the hotel right now.

Thank you so much for everything.

Yes...huh? Hello? Ohh, Suzuki-san?

Hahaha. Yes, I'd like to come to Japan again.

Hahaha. You're so funny, Suzuki-san.

Oh...okay. Hello? Mitsuoka-san? Thank you for everything you've
done for me.

Say hello to your parents for me.

Yes...I'l do my best. Good luck with your work, too!

Oh, Honda-san? Yes. I'm so happy that | can talk to everyone.
Thank you so much. Well, see you later. I'll Skype you, okay?
...Okay. You take care, too.

(starts sobbing)

Ma'am, are you all right?

Do you need a tissue?

Oh, thank you. (Blows her nose)

| don't want to go home. | want to live in Japan.

Couldn't you work in Japan?

Oh...yeah. | suppose | could.

I'll think about it. Thank you very much.
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Vocabulary
Kaniji Kana Romaiji English
107 0 tsukau to use; V1
O o sumu to live; V1
OOoOooonon OOooooon chekku auto check out
OO0O0O0O000000|00O00000000)0-sewa ni narimashita,| Thank you for your
kindness/hospitality.
OoOoO [ sukaipu Skype
Hininn oo ganbaru to do one's best; V1
OoOoOono Oooon tisshu tissue
O OOoddno kangaeru to think about; V2
OO0000000o0 | ODOOgOooOodon | Kashikomarimashita all right, certainly
(From clerk to
customer)
1] 107 ma well, oh, wow

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Uoooooooooooooon

Uuooonoooog

oLpbbbuooooooog

Uuooonoooog

Uoooooooooon
ooooooodoon
Hoooooooooooooooo
ooooooodoon

Hoooooodn

ooy

Do not use flash please.

I live in Tokyo.

| checked out of the hotel at nine.
Thank you for your kindness.

Let's talk on Skype.
Now, let's do our best.

Excuse me, do you have a tissue?
Take your time and think about it.

Certainly.
Well... it was tasty.

Grammar Points

Gengo Japanese Lesson #30 - Where Does Your Japanese Go from Here?
Oooooooodooooooog

Mitsuoka-san mo shigoto o ganbatte kudasai.

"Good luck with your work, too!"
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In this lesson, you will:

e Review various verb constructions that we have learned
e Learn how to talk about where you live

e Learn how to use the verb ganbaru

Review

Let's review the different verb constructions we learned throughout Gengo Japanese.

[0 Formal Verb Chart

-masu Form  |Past Tense Negative Negative Past
Tense
Class1 [OOO0O OO00OdnOo OO0Odno O0OOoOoonOoad
nomimasu nomimashita nomimasen O
nomimasen
deshita
Class 2 [OOO0O OO00OdnOo OO0Odno O0OOoOoonOoad
tabemasu tabemashita tabemasen O
tabemasen
deshita
Class 3 (OO OOo0oad OOonOoad O0OOoOoonOoad
shimasu shimashita shimasen shimasen
deshita

[0 Informal Verb Chart

Dictionary Form [Past Tense [Negative Negative Past
Tense
Class1 (OO O0nO OOood OO0OoOoOono
nomu nonda nomanai nomanakatta
Class 2 (OO O0nO OOood OO0OoOoOono
taberu tabeta tabenai tabenakatta
Class 3 [OO OO O0nO OOoodad
suru shita shinai shinakatta

[J Polite Volitional (Lesson 17)

1. Start with masu form



JapanesePod101.com

Learn Japanese with Podcasts

Take away -masu
- Attach -masho

OO 0 OOoodOono
nomimasu nomimasho
Example:

OOooooOoooon

O-cha 0 nomimasho.
"Let's drink tea?"

[ Inviting someone to do something (Lesson 19)

Formal

1. Take away -masu
2. Attach -masen ka

NN ] Agoded
nomimasu nomimasen ka?
Informal

1. Drop the final -u

2. Add -anai
OO0 0O OOodno
nomu nomanai?
Examples:
Formal:
oo oe

O-cha o0 nomimasen ka?
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"Would you like to drink some tea?"

Informal:

OO(OoOoOodno
O-cha 0 nomanai?
"Wanna drink some tea?"

[0 Expressing desire (Lesson 21)

1. Start with masu form
2. Take away -masu
3. Add -tai (desu)

OoOodoOo 0O OOodoamo)
nomimasu nomitai (desu)
Examples:

Formal:

OOoOoOooOogood

O-cha o0 nomitai desu.
"l want to drink tea."

Informal:

HINIRINRIRIEN
O-cha o0 nomitai.
"I want to drink tea."

Negative:

To say that we don't want to do something, we conjugate the -tai the same way we conjugate
i-adjectives: simply replace the final "i" with -kunai. Add desu in a formal situation. The first
example we saw of this was in this lesson's dialogue.

oo O OO
nomitai nomitakunai
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Examples:

Formal:

OOoOoOoodoodno
Kaeritakunai desu.
"l don't want to go home."

Informal:

OOOo0oodno
Kaeritakunai.
"l don't want to go home."

[1 Giving commands (Lesson 23)

1. Start with dictionary form
2. Put verb in te-form
3. Add kudasai for a polite request

OO 0 OO0 (OOoom)
nomu nonde (kudasai)
Examples:
Formal:

OOoO0OooooooOnd

O-cha o0 nonde kudasai.
"Please drink some tea."

Informal:

HINIENRIEN
O-cha o nonde.
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"Drink some tea."

[1 On-going actions or states (Lesson 24)

1. Start with dictionary form
2. Put verb in te-form
3. Add iru/imasu

Formal

NN ] HININNRIN
nomu nonde imasu

Informal

OO 0 OOoodno
nomu nonde iru

Examples:
Formal:

10 0000000000
O-cha o nonde imasu.
"I'm drinking tea."

Informal:

OOoOoooOodod
O-cha o nonde iru.
"I'm drinking tea."

[0 Telling someone not to do something (Lesson 25)

1. Start with dictionary form
2. Change it to the negative form
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Add de
- Add kudasai for a polite request

OO0 O Ooooo@oon)
nomu nomanai de kudasai
Examples:

Formal:

OoododoooooL]

O-cha 0 nomanai de kudasai.
"Please don't drink tea."

Informal:

OOooooOoooo
O-cha o0 nomanai de.
"Don't drink tea."

Talking About Where You Live

The verb sumu (1) means "to live." We put it in the te-form and add iruCJimasu
(OOOOOO) to talk about where we currently live. The place the subject lives is marked by
the particle ni ().

Formal: [place] ni sunde imasu = "l live in [place]"

Informal: [place] ni sunde iru = "l live in [place]"

OO0O0000000000 |girisu ni sunde imasu.['l live in England.”

OdOdooOooodoe TokyO ni sunde 'l live in Tokyo."
imasu.

OO000O0O0O000008  Poko ni sunde imasu  ['Where do you live?"
ka.

In the example from the dialogue, sumu (CI[1) is put into the -tai (1) form that we covered
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in Lesson 21:
O0000:; dooooooodono

Ashuri: Nihon ni sumitai desu yo.
Ashley: "l want to live in Japan.”

Using ganbaru (CJCI1CICT)

Ganbaru (CJCIC1) is a very common verb that means to "do one's best" or to "work very
hard" When put into the te-form and used as an exclamation (ganbatte! L1110 CIO]), it is
similar to "good luck!" or "do your best!" in English. You can indicate what someone is going
to work hard on by using the direct object particle o (1), as seen in the dialogue.

Examples from the Dialogue:

1. Oodo: ogo. oo tmd
Ashurt: Hai... ganbarimasu.
Ashley: "Yes...I'll do my best."

2. 00000 oooooooooooooodno
Ashuri: Mitsuoka-san mo shigoto o ganbatte kudasai.
Ashley: "Good luck with your work, too!"

Cultural Insight

Expressing Gratitude
Using the grammar and phrases you studied in this series, you'll be able to write a thank you
letter or e-mail to people who have taken care of you in some way, such as a host family.

For example:

e O-sewa ni narimashita (O OO OO OOO) - Lesson 25

e ~ wa tanoshikatta desu (OO OO OO CO) - Lesson 19

e Mata aimasho/asobimasho. (IO OO OOOOOOOOOIN) - Lesson 17
e O-genki de. (JO) - Lesson 29

Do you remember these phrases? They're very useful for writing a thank-you letter!
Expressing gratitude is very important in Japanese society. Not sending a thank-you letter or
e-mail might send the message that something wasn't to your liking or that something was
lacking in some way. If someone takes care of you or does something special for you, it
would be a good idea to express your gratitude by sending a thank-you letter or e-mail.
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KAN]JI

MHFILT, YU TI,
AHFLT, HRUBERLIET,
FAULHENWLET,

LB ULLHRBLLTZLET,

KANA

FCHFILT, UPTY,
FUHFTLT, EEMDTEEDILE T,
LB ULLHBRANLIET

LB LLHERBVVTELET

ROMANIZATION

Hajimemashite, Risa desu.
Hajimemashite. Tanaka Risa to moshimasu.
Yoroshiku onegai shimasu

Yoroshiku onegai itashimasu

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Nice to meet you. I'm Risa.

> Nice to meet you. I'm Risa Tanaka. (formal)

3. Please be kind to me.

4. Please be kind to me. (formal)

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
Nice to meet
PHFLT (FCHFLT  hajimemashite you. expression
Risa, person
IJ -'j- IJ -'j- R|Sa f”fst name propel’ noun
TY TY desu am
am called
HULET ES5LET moshimasu (humble form) verb
Risa Tanaka,
HeU Y JZiEh\) Tanaka Risa person’s full proper noun
name
quotation
- £ to particle particle
KB LKL £30L<L yoroshiku regard adverb
PEOLET HPRMULILZET onegai shimasu please phrase
HFELVTZLE  SRHKuuielL onegai please (humble
Cl g itashimasu form) phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES



MHFTL T, HIATSTVE T, FYTATY,

Hajimemashite, Suzuki de gozaimasu. Okkei desu.

Nice to meet you, I'm Suzuki. It's okay.

KR—BEHLET, BRIE®HBE. TULWEEEET) £EVE
Mizuki Kazuo to méshimasu. 9,

. o Tabehajimeru toki, "I kimasu" to iimasu.
My name is Kazuo Mizuki. abehajimeru toki, "ltadakimasu” to iimasu

When we start eating, we say "itadakimasu."

ESF. FBULLFELLELE T, KBULLLBELLET,
Dézo, yoroshiku o-negai itashimasu. Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.
Very pleased to meet you. Pleased to meet you.

In this lesson you will learn how to introduce yourself.

Japanese English Important Notes
“AHILT, VY
TdJ,
Phrase 1 ;Ijlaji(r’nem.;shite, I'\'ll:(leiii: meetyou.  £omal expression.
isa desu. .

AHFL T
Word 1 (hajimemashite) Nice to meet you.
1) Risa, person's first
Word 2 (Risa) name
T9

Word 3 (desu) am




A&HZ LT, BF

D ERLI T, .

Phrase 2 (Hajimemashite. ~ Nice tomeetyou. o5
Tanaka Risa to I'm Risa Tanaka. :

expression.
moshimasu.) (formal)
A0HF LT
Word 1 (hajimemashite) Nice to meet you.

He D Risa Tanaka,

Word 2 (Tanaka Risa) person's full name
&

Word 3 (to) quotation particle
HLFET am called (humble

Word 4 (mbshimasu) form) Humble phrase.
LB U HML)

L3ad, .

Phrase 3 (Yoroshiku onegai  Please be kind to Formal expression.
shimasu) me.
L3L<

Word 1 (yoroshiku) regard
HFENLFT

Word 2 (onegai shimasu) please
LB UL HREL
nwrzLsd,

Phrase 4 (Yoroshiku onegai  Please be kind to Very po!ite
itashimasu) me. (formal) expression.
k3L <

Word 1 (yoroshiku) regard
BB/ FT  please (humble

Word 2 (onegai itashimasu) ~ form)




CULTURAL INSIGHT

When introducing oneselfin Japanese, the last or family name comes before the first name.
Also, the first name is not always included, and depends on the situation. Finally, keep in
mind that Japanese people usually don't shake hands.
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KAN]JI
HlEES5TNET,
CHAICBIZ.
EYAN

SLDES5,

KANA
BIFLSTENFT,
CAIZBIR,
Fren !

SLDES5,

ROMANIZATION

Ohayo gozaimasu.
Kon'nichi wa.
Mata ne!

Sayonara.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Good morning.

> Good day.
5. See you!
4. Goodbye.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
HlELD HlELD Ohayo Good morning expression
phrase used to
add the
CTVET CTVET gozaimasu politeness to copula (formal)
the expression
hello, good day
CAICBF CAICBF Kon'nichiwa (daytime expression
greeting)
sentence
1a 1a ne right? ending part
S LDES TLDEHS sayonara goodbye expression
Y/ =Y/ mata again adverb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
BITA. CAICEIL, Cw. o
Mina-san, kon'nichiwa. Ja, mata.

Hello, everybody.

See you later.

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to greet someone when you arrive and when you part.

Japanese English Important Notes
HlEL >0V
* 9,
Phrase 1 (Ohayo Good morning. Formal.
gozaimasu.)
it originates from You can use this to
. - the word meaning say "good
Word 1 (B/;Ot_j "early" morning” inan
(Ohayo) informal way
polite phrase used
— toadd the
[3Y )
Word 2 < 8(/, &9 politeness to the
(gozaimasu) expression
cAhIlcBI(T,
Phrase 2 (Kon'nichiwa.) Good day.
CAICEE hello, good day
Word 1 (Kon'nichiwa) (daytime greeting)
ES Y
Phrase 3 (Mata nel) See you! Informal,
EY/
Word 1 (mata) again
13
Word 2 (ne) right?
L OHES5,
Phrase 4 (Sayonara)) Goodbye.
LSS
Word 1 (sayonara) goodbye

CULTURAL INSIGHT



In this lesson, we covered a few greetings. There are many more. For example, when you
leave your workplace, you would never say sayonara. Instead, we usually say HIENET L
Iz (Otsukaresamadeshita), which means something like "thank you for working together.”
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KAN]JI

HOMED,
ESEHOMESSTVET,
ARYlchHORESSTVET,

WBLBHEDMESSTVET,

KANA

HOME S,
ESEHOMRESTENFT,
FAESIEBORESSTNET,

WBVBHEDMESSTVET,

ROMANIZATION

Arigato
Domo arigatd gozaimasu.
Honto ni arigatd gozaimasu.

Iroiro arigatd gozaimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Thankyou.

o, Thank you very much.

5. Thankyou very much.

4. Thanks for everything.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
LWas0\35 Ls0\5 iroiro various adverb
HOMED HOMED arigato thank you expression
ESE ESE domo very much adverb
phrase used to
add the
CTVET CTVET gozaimasu politeness to copula (formal)
the expression
AH(C FAEDIC hontoni really adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

HORH(CEDEDTZDTI D, RRIEARH(CFERNTT,
Kare ga honto ni sé itta no desu ka. Tokyb wa honté ni benri desu.
He really said that? Tokyo is really convenient.

In this lesson you will learn how to thank other people in various ways.

Register Japanese English




HOME S,

Phrase 1 informal (Arigato) Thankyou.

bOES

Word 1 (arigato) thank you
ESEHDOHE
ScedNE g,

Phrase 2 formal (Domo arigato Thankyou very
gozaimasu.) much.
ES5E

Word 1 (démo) very much
bOES

Word 2 (arigato) thank you

polite phrase used
— toadd the
&)

Word 3 < é-(/, &9 politeness to the
(gozaimasu) expression
KYlchbhe
ScdVNFE T,

Phrase 3 formal (Honté niarigato ~ Thankyou very
gozaimasu.) much.
AEIC

Word 1 (hont6 ni) really
bHOHiES

Word 2 (arigato) thank you

polite phrase used
— toadd the
20
Word 3 SEVET politeness to the

(gozaimasu)

expression




nWsnsHon

EocdNFd,
Phrase 4 formal (Iroiro arigaté Thanks for

gozaimasu.) everything.
L15015

Word 1 (iroiro) various
bHOHiEDS

Word 2 (arigato) thank you

polite phrase used
— toadd the
20

Word 3 - é(/, &9 politeness to the

(gozaimasu) expression

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Japanese, we often say £ D% (démo), instead of "thank you." However, it's the most
casual way of saying "thank you" and sometimes it even sounds very rude. So you have to be
careful when you use it.
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KAN]JI

TR CI

(FL\ TRTY

LWWX. HED,

KANA
(FAZTID,
FhE?

[FL. (FAETT,

LWWx. HED,

ROMANIZATION

Genki desu ka.
Genki?
Hai, genki desu.

lie, amari.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. "How are you? (lit. Are you fine?)"

> "How are you? (lit. Are you fine?)"

3. Yes,I'mfine.

4+ Notso well.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
TS (FAZT genki fine na-adjective
copula (polite
T9Y TY desu are form)
question question
i o) ka marking particle ~ marking par
(F0) (F0) hai yes expression
TY TY desu am
AR~ (AIAY-4 iie no expression
HED HED amari not very adverb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
A THETKTIH, | 1RJUIE. AT H.
B. &L\, 9 C<ITRTY, | Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

A. O-genki desu ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

How many yen is it to one dollar?




LWWZR. BRVE Y,

lie, chigaimasu.

No, that's wrong.

MEHBERHEDTFE O 0L,

Watashi wa osake ga amari suki janai.

| don't really like alcohol.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question How are you?.

Japanese English Important Notes
TR T I h,
. 5 (I
Phrase 1 (Genkidesu ka.) How are you? (iit. . o, expression.,
Are you fine?)
TS
Word 1 (genki) fine
Sl
Word 2 (desu) are
ol
Word 3 (ka) quesjtlon marking
particle
TTSR?
. 5 (I
Phrase 2 (Genki?) How are you? (lit. Informa.l
Are you fine?) expression.
TS
Word 1 (genki) fine
[TV, TKTI
Phrase 3 (Hai, genkidesu)  voc 1'm fine.
(F0)
Word 1 (hai) yes
To5R
Word 2 (genki) fine




Word 3 cg

(desu) am
LWWhWx. dEH,
Phrase 4 (lie, amari.) Not so well.
UL X
Word 1 (iie) no
HFEo
Word 2 (amari) not very

CULTURAL INSIGHT

To reply to the greeting "How are you?" in Japanese, people sometimes say &Sk T (O-
kage-sama de), especially in a formal situation. It's almost the same as "I'm fine. Thank you.'
in English. O-kage-sama de means something like "thanks to you."
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KAN]JI
ITHIEA
EDETHIEAS
COHAIEET U,

COAo

KANA
IHIEA
ESEITHIEA,
CHATES L,

COAo

ROMANIZATION

Sumimasen.
Domo sumimasen,
Gomen'nasai.

Gomen.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Excuse me./I'm sorry.

> Excuse me./I'm sorry. (more polite)

5. I'msorry.
4. Sorry.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
phrase to add
) A0 nasai politenessto 5, xiliary verb
the expression
excuse me,
IHIEA IHIEA sumimasen sorry expression
ESE EDSE domo very much adverb
COHA COHA gomen Sorry expression

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ARE(CCSHAo

Honté ni gomen.

I'm really sorry.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to apologise yourself and say that you are sorry.

Japanese

English

Important Notes




JHITEA

Phrase 1 (Sumimasen.) Excuse me./I'm Formal expression.
sorry.
THIFEA
Word 1 (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry
ESoBdHIHE
IR .
Phrase 2 (Domo Excuse me./I'm Very po!lte
sumimasen,) sorry. expression
ESE
Word 1 (démo) very much
THIFEA
Word 2 (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry
COHAESI,
Phrase 3 (Gomen'nasai) I'm sorry. s I? Iess. sl .
than 'sumimasen.
COA
Word 1 (gomen) Sorry
L0 phrase to add
Word 2 (nasai) politengss to the
expression
COHA,
Phrase 4 (Gomen) Sorry. Casual expression.
COA
Word 1 (gomen) Sorry

CULTURAL INSIGHT

When saying 9 & & & A (sumimasen) or C 8 AL L) (gomen’nasai), Japanese people



often bow. When you lightly say "Excuse me," you just bow by lowering your head slightly. On
the other hand, when you deeply apologize to someone, you should bend your head very low.
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KAN]I
IHIEA. B&LoE..

CHAESTV, BLoE. .,
ITHIEA. FERHDIET,

CHAESTV. FEDRHDE T,

KANA

FTHIEFA. B&L&DE.
COHAEETL, BEoE. ..o
FTHFIEFA. LTULRHDIFT,

COHAETL, KTULRBHDE T,

ROMANIZATION

Sumimasen, chotto...
Gomen’nasai, chotto...
Sumimasen, yotei ga arimasu.

Gomen'nasai, yotei ga arimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Sorry, but...

> I'm sorry, but... (less formal)

5. I'msorry, but | have plans.

4. Sorry, but | have plans.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
excuse me,
IHIEA IHIEA sumimasen sorry expression
5&0¢& 5&0& chotto a bit adverb
excuse me,
CHAILZL) CHAIELZL) gomen’nasai sorry expression
FE £TL yotei plan noun
subject marking
as | have, as
HOEY HOET arimasu there is verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

FENHDET,

Yotei ga arimasu.

| have a plan.

SR, FERHDIIH,

Konya, yotei ga arimasu ka.

Do you have any plans tonight?

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to refuse politely an invite.

Japanese English Important Notes

dHFEA. B
& O to

Phrase 1 (Sumimasen, Sorry, but...
chotto..)

IHIEA

Word 1 (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry

5£0&
Word 2 (chotto) a bit

CHAESV, 5
J: D) t...o

Phrase 2 (Gomen'nasai, I'm sorry, but...
chotto..)

COAFSL) This is less polite
Word 1 (gomen’nasai) excuse me, sorry than 'sumimasen.’

5£0&
Word 2 (chotto) a bit

dHIEA. FE
Kb g,

Phrase 3 (Sumimasen, I'm sorry, but |
yoteiga arimasu,) have plans.

THIEA

Word 1 (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry
FE

Word 2 (yotei) plan
o)) subject marking

Word 3 (ga) particle




HOET

Word 4 (arimasu) as | have, as there is
CHAEZTL, F
EDRHD I T,
Phrase 4 (Gomen'nasai, Sorry, but | have
yoteiga arimasu.) plans,
COATLT ) This is less polite
Word 1 (gomen’nasai) excuse me, sorry than 'sumimasen.’
FE
Word 2 (yotel) plan
ya)) subject marking
Word 3 (ga) particle
i 3oK-%
Word 4 (arimasu) as | have, as there is

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The word 5 & D & (chotto) means "a little” or "a bit," but it's also often used when refusing in
a roundabout way, like "l have small things and I'm sorry | have to refuse your invitation." Of
course, you can use it even if you don't have any plans.
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REE. BEIIN.

RKEE. DHDOIIH,

(L BPHDFET,

LWWX. DO EIE A,

KANA

VS, [JEEF TN,

VS DD FIH,

(FL DHADFET,

LWWXR. DIODFIE A,

ROMANIZATION

Eigo hanasemasu ka.

Eigo, wakarimasu ka.

Hai, wakarimasu.

lie, wakarimasen.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Do you speak English?

>. Do you speak English? (alternative version)

5. Yes, | speak English.

4. No, I don't speak English.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
do not verb (negative
DMOEEA DMDFEEA wakarimasen understand form)
KER ZL\C Eigo English noun
SEETET (FEEFT hanasemasu can speak verb
question question
2) 2) ka marking particle ~ marking par
PHDIET NHVDFET wakarimasu understand verb
(F0) (F0) hai yes expression
AR~ (AIAY-4 iie no expression

SAMPLE SENTENCES

A THTRTIN,. |

B. &L\, 3C<mRTYI,
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RJLIE. AIRTY DG

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?




LWWZR. BRVE Y,

lie, chigaimasu.

No, that's wrong.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question Do you speak English?.

Japanese English

REE. BRI,

(Eigo hanasemasu ka.)

Phrase 1 Do you speak English?
B5E

Word 1 (Eigo) English
FETET

Word 2 (hanasemasu) can speak
Al

Word 3 (ka) question marking particle

HER. AHDI I,

Phrase 2 (Eigo, wakarimasu ka.) Do you speak English?
(alternative version)

Word 1 (Eigo) English
BODET
Word 2 (wakarimasu) understand
ol
Word 3 (ka) question marking particle

FV., 9H\D I d,

Phrase 3 (Hai, wakarimasu.) Yes, | speak English.




Word 1 (0]

(hai) yes
BIDZET
Word 2 (wakarimasu) understand
WX, b A,
Phrase 4 (lie, wakarimasen.) No, Idon't speak English.
LILIX
Word 1 (iie) no
DINDFEA
Word 2 (wakarimasen) do not understand

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Japan, when you want to ask something in English, it'd be better to ask this question first -
"Do you speak English?" Because many Japanese people are so kind, they may feel really
confused and sorry if they cannot reply to you well in English.
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KAN]JI
fAlZ T H\.
AIm%?
17iX C 9,

WETY,

KANA
IEAZTVNTI D,
AT 2

U SIEET VT,

O#HDTY,

ROMANIZATION

Nan-sai desu ka.
Nan-sai?
JU nana-sai desu.

Himitsu desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. How old are you?

> How old are you? (informal)

3 lam17.

4 It's a secret.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
Al AT nan-sai how old phrase
copula (polite
T9 T9 desu are form)
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
17 (Uw 31
) U D17 ji nana seventeen number
® 0 sai years old suffix
TY T9 desu am
Wz O#HD himitsu secret
roughly means
T9 T9Y desu 'to be'

SAMPLE SENTENCES



A THTRTI D,

B. &L\, §C<TRTY, U
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RJLIE EIRTYh,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

RSB E STNILVAT,

Kanojo wa himitsu o mamorenai hito da.

She can't keep secrets.

NrLIFTIaY - A=ZXTT,

Watashi wa Jon Sumisu desu.

| am John Smith.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask someone's age and to say yours.

Register Japanese English
AT I h,
Phrase 1 formal (Nan-sai desu ka.) How old are you?
1a1/%%
Word 1 (nan-sai) how old
T
Word 2 (desu) are
ol
Word 3 (ka) quesfuon marking
particle
A ?
-cai ?
Phrase 2 informal (Nan-sai?) I-!OWOId are you«
(informal)
1a1j5%
Word 1 (nan-sai) how old




17RMCJ,
(Ju nana-sai
Phrase 3 desu) lam 17.

17 (Cr D7)

Word 1 (i nana) seventeen
%

Word 2 (sai) years old
T

Word 3 (desu) el
WEBTI,

Phrase 4 (Himitsu desu.) It's a secret.

Word 1 (himitsu) secret
ekl roughly means 'to
Word 2 (desu) be'

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Japan, sometimes it's important to know the age of your friends or co-workers. Usually, you
should talk in a formal way when speaking to your seniors and superiors. However, be sure
not to ask about age at first, especially to women!
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KAN]JI
ELWLTY,

L <IEVTY,

E—5—TAlIEND>LWTT,

KANA
SNLVTY,
SULLHENTT,
IFAETY,

E—5—TAIEN>CLTT,

ROMANIZATION

Ureshii desu.
Sabishiku nai desu.
Genki desu.

Pita-san wa kakkoii desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. I'mhappy.

> I'mnotlonely.

5. I'mfine.

4. Peter, you're handsome.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
=L SNL ureshii happy i-adjective
i-adjective
L <70 UL sabishiku nai not lonely (negativ
ToSY (FAZT genki fine, energetic na-adjective
Peter (with a
E—5—2A E—5—2A Pita-san polite name phrase
suffix, -san)
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
cool, attractive; i-
M2 LW M2 LY kakko ii Adj na-adjective
copula (polite
TY TY desu am, are, is

form)

SAMPLE SENTENCES

SHIEOUXVYITY,

Kyb wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to use adjectives in simple sentences.

Register Japanese English

BLWTI,

Phrase 1 formal (Ureshii desu.) I'm happy.
EL()

Word 1 (ureshii) happy
T

Word 2 (desu) am
MULIEVWTT,
(Sabishiku nai

Phrase 2 formal desu.) I'm not lonely.
KL <)

Word 1 (sabishiku nai) not lonely
T

Word 2 (desu) am
JTRTI,

Phrase 3 formal (Genkidesu.) I'm fine.
1

Word 1 (genki) fine, energetic
T

Word 2 (desu) am
E—5—2AlE
MWoCWVWWTJ,

Phrase 4 formal (Pita-san wa Peter, you're
kakkoii desu.) handsome.
E—45—3A Peter (with a polite

Word 1 (Aita-san) name suffix, -san)




(& topic marking

Word 2 (wa) particle
Do) cool, attractive; i-
Word 3 (kakko i) Ad]
a2
Word 4 (de wa arimasen) are, is

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Japanese, &7 ] (anata) is not used the same way "you" is used in English. It's more
common and polite to say the name of the person, followed by san. For example, when you're
talking to someone named Suzuki, you can say 38K A(FRAIEB VN T, (Suzuki-san wa
kawaii desu.) meaning "You, Ms. Suzuki, are pretty."
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KAN]JI
CHNUFWS 5 TIH
N, LWKs?

CrdH. chE<IES0,

IHIEA. 5LD2ERBUVTT,

KANA

CBESIEHNLCESTI N,

e LWK57?

CrdH. chE<ES0,

(F2Z5CTY, ENIETET,

ROMANIZATION

Kore wa ikura desu ka.

Kore, ikura ?

Ja, kore o kudasai.

Sumimasen, chotto takai desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1+ How much does this cost?

>, How much does this cost? (informal)

5. Okay, I'l take it.

4. No, thanks. It's too expensive.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
ch ch kore this noun
topic marking
V< 5 <5 ikura how much adverb
copula (polite
TY TY desu is form)
question question
j2) j2) ka marking particle marking par
Ced Cr»d ja well, then expression
object marking
E % 0] partic|e pal’ticle
I3 I3 kudasai please give me phrase
excuse me,
IHIEA IHIEA sumimasen sorry expression
5&D& 5&D& chotto a bit adverb
=0) zh\) takai expensive i-adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ChIETIH,

Kore wa nan desu ka.

What is this?

HN? CNEFDTI D

Are? Kore wa watashi no desu ka.

Huh? Is this mine?

SREFIYRVITY,

Kyb wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

HFDODENS5TI N,

Otsuri wa ikura desu ka.

How much is the change?

A THETKTI D,

B. ML TC<ITRTT, |

A. O-genki desu ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RILEE AETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

ZTNEE/EIETET,

Sore wa takasugimasu.

That's too expensive.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask how much something costs.

Register Japanese English

chEVWKS 5T
g h,

Phrase 1 formal (Kore wa ikura HO.W muc7h does
desu ka)) this cost?
N

Word 1 (kore) this
(& topic marking

Word 2 (wa) particle




LI<5

word 3 (ikura) how much
T
Word 4 (desu) is
pal guestion marking
Word 5 (ka) particle
ch. W< 5?2 How much does
: this cost?
Phrase 2 informal (Kore, ikura ?) (informalo
cn
Word 1 (kore) this
LI< 5
Word 2 (ikura) how much
C¥d». cna<
Eau,
Phrase 3 (Ja, kore o Okay, I'll take it.
kudasai.)
Cwd
Word 1 (ja) well, then
iy
Word 2 (kore) this
= object marking
Word 3 (0) particle
<ZE0)
Word 4 (kudasai) please give me




dHIEA. B
&O>ESVTT,

Phrase 4 (Sumimasen, No, thanks. It’s
chotto takai too expensive.
desu.)

IHFEEA
Word 1 (sumimasen) excuse me, sorry
5&£0&
Word 2 (chotto) a bit
=
Word 3 (takai) expensive
[
Word 4 (desu) is

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In Japan, there are many household goods stores called "100-yen shops" where you can buy
everything for one coin before tax. You don't even need to ask "How much?", CN(EL\K 5T
9N\, (Kore wa ikura desu ka) there, right?
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KAN]JI
—H.
+M,
AEFHEE+M,

VAV iy ol

CEBACU»<UR DX A,

(CEBAB DB LIEELw DX Ao

ROMANIZATION

Ichi-en.
Ju-en.
Go-sen go-hyaku ju-en.

Ni-sen ro-ppyaku nana-ju-en.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. One yen.

> Tenyen.

5. Five thousand five hundred and ten yen.

4. Two thousand six hundred and seventy yen.

VOCABULARY

Kanji Kana Romaji English Class

5T CtEA go-sen five thousands number

Eal=] CcO%»< go-hyaku five hundreds number

—_F (CEA ni-sen two thousands number

NE Z3o5U8%»< ro-ppyaku six hundreds number

v+ LS nana-ju seventy number
— wnws ichi one number
M AN en yen suffix
+ Cw> ju ten number

SAMPLE SENTENCES

HRE—MLLIES LN,

O-cha wo ippai kudasai.

One cup of tea, please.

1L AETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

BERAt+EHDET,

Kuruma ga ja-dai arimasu.

There are ten cars.

GRAMMAR



In this lesson you will learn how to read prices.

Japanese English
_Ho
Phrase 1 (ichi-en.) One yen.
Word 1 (ichi) one
=
Word 2 (en) yen
+H.
Phrase 2 (Ja-en.) Ten yen.
_/_
Word 1 (ja) ten
=
Word 2 (en) yen
AEFREBH+HM.
Phrase 3 (Go-sen go-hyaku ju-en.) Five thousand five
hundred and ten yen.
AF
Word 1 (go-sen) five thousands
=]
Word 2 (go-hyaku) five hundreds
_/_
Word 3 (ja) ten
=
Word 4 (en) yen




—FEat+HA.

(Ni-sen ro-ppyaku nana-

Two thousand six

Phrase 4 ja-en.) hundred and seventy
yen,
ZF
Word 1 (ni-sen) two thousands
av=1
Word 2 (ro-ppyaku) six hundreds
t+
Word 3 (nana-ja) seventy
=
Word 4 (en) yen

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Japanese currency has 1,5, 10, 50, 100, and 500-yen coins and 1,000, 2,000, 5,000,
and 10,000-yen bills. The coins are called —F = (ichi-en dama), M E (go-hyaku-en
dama) and so on. On the other hand, the bills are called FFI#L (sen-en satsu), — A FIHL

(ichi-man-en satsu) and so on.
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KAN]JI

Az L TLEI N,
mALT3N?
ML TUVET,

AELTLEEA,

KANA
FICELTOWEI O,
KCLTBD?
RAZESLTVET,

ELEKIEELTVLEEA,

ROMANIZATION

Nani o shite imasu ka.
Nani shiteru no?
Benky0 shite imasu.

Toku ni nani mo shite imasen.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. What are you doing? (formal)

>, Whatare you doing? (informal)

5. lam studying.

4. I'mnotdoing anything.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
'EES FICE nanimo anything adverb
am, are, is not
LTULWEEA LTULWEEA shite imasen doing phrase
1] A nan what interrogative
object marking
LTLWET LTLWET shite imasu am, are, is doing phrase
question question
2) 2) ka marking particle ~ marking par
LT3 LTS shiteru are doing verb
question
o O o marking particle question
(colloquial) marking par
fhnm RAZT LD benkyo study noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



EEMTETI D, AZRBFEI N

Nani ga suki desu ka. Nani o nomimasu ka.

What do you like? What would you like to drink?
A THTRTIN. J 1RJLIE. AIFRTIH,
B.MEL\. 9C<K<TR T, | Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu Kka.

A. O-genki desu ka.

H is i llar?
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu. ow many yen is it to one dollar

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

I—FRAERFEEMLRLE LT,

Watashi wa ichi-nen-kan Nihon-go o benkyd shimashita.

| studied Japanese for a year.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer the question What are you doing?.

Register Japanese English
AZELTVNE T
H,
Phrase 1 formal (Nani o shite Wt!at are yod
imasu ka.) doing?
fa]
Word 1 (nani) what
= object marking
Word 2 (0) particle
LTULET
Word 3 (shite imasu) am, are, is doing

pal guestion marking
Word 4 (ka) particle




Phrase 2

AILTDN?
(Nanishiteru no?)

What are you

informal doing?
fa]
Word 1 (nani) what
LTS
Word 2 (shiteru) are doing
) question marking
Word 3 (no) particle (colloguial)
ML TWVnE J,
(Benkyo shite
Phrase 3 imasu.) lam studying.
58
Word 1 (benkyod) study
LTULET
Word 2 (shite imasu) am, are, is doing
mMELTCLIEE
Ao .
Phrase 4 (Toku ninani mo I'm “°.t doing
shite imasen.) anything.
a1 €
Word 1 (nanimo) anything
LTUFEFEA am, are, is not
Word 2 (shite imasen) doing

CULTURAL INSIGHT

If you've ever been to Japan, you might wonder what someone just standing around is doing.
There are some unique jobs, for example guides at elevators, parking lots, or banks and



ATMs. They assist people or vehicles so that business can carry on smoothly.
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KAN]JI
CNETENTI hH\
HDAISEHE?

T T,

HDRETT,

KANA
CHNRENTI D,
BNV EFEN?
NizLTY,

HNEDTELDEERLETT,

ROMANIZATION

Kore wa daredesu ka.
Ano hito wa dare ?
Watashi desu.

Are wa watashi no tomodachi desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1+ Whois this?

> Who is that?

3 It's me.

4. (That) is a friend of mine.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
n n kore this noun
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
Tn n dare who interrogative
question question
) ) ka marking particle ~ marking par
HDA DV ano hito that person phrase
H= Thn dare who interrogative
gAY nrzL watashi I pronoun
N0, DrLon watashi no my phrase
R EERS tomodachi friend noun
copula (polite
TY TY desu am, are, is form)
SAMPLE SENTENCES
chIATI N, N7 CNISFADTI D

Kore wa nan desu ka.

What is this?

Are? Kore wa watashi no desu ka.

Huh? Is this mine?




SHEOURXVITTY,

Ky6 wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

ENHSDEFENRDEIEAMN. CCTHE
(FURVWMERAZALETT,

Dare kara no denwa ka shirimasen ga, koko de
wa keitai shiyé kinshi desu.

| don't care who is calling, you cannot use the
phone here.

A THETKTI N, |

B. &L, 9C<TRTT,
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1ML AETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu Kka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

HDODAFLLKREICTTEL LU,

Ano hito wa yoku kéen ni ikimashita.

That person used to go to the park.

HOANSHEHTTD,

Ano hito wa dare desu ka.

Who is that person?

MIEAATT,

Watashi wa nihonjin desu.

| am Japanese.

I, ADA T RETY,

Kore wa watashi no meado desu.

This is my e-mail address.

BEOADDICHNARET SETIE. FATZ
S53RETUR,

Kanojo no kawari ni watashi ga shéshin suru
made wa, watashitachi wa tomodachi deshita.

She was a friend of mine until | got the promotion
instead of her.

BII20FELDRETTY,

Kare wa ni-ju-nenkan watashi no tomodachi
desu.

He has been my friend for twenty years.

RIIFADEGETL,

Kare wa watashi no tomodachi da.

He is my friend.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask who it is.

Register

Japanese English




chiIENTI

H.
Phrase 1 formal (Kore wa Who is this?
daredesu ka.)
ay g
Word 1 (kore) this
(3 topic marking
Word 2 (wa) particle
=hn
Word 3 (dare) who
T
Word 4 (desu) is
bl guestion marking
Word 5 (ka) particle
HDAITHE?
(Ano hito wa
Phrase 2 informal dare ?) Who is that?
HDA
Word 1 (Ano hito) that person
(3 topic marking
Word 2 (wa) particle
#
Word 3 (dare) who
BMmTI,
Phrase 3 (Watashi desu.) It's me.
b4
Word 1 (watashi)




Word 2

9
(desu)

am

Phrase 4

RBMORETI,
(Are wa watashi
no tomodachi
desu.)

(That)is a friend
of mine.

Word 1

D

(watashi no)

my

Word 2

RiZ
(tomodachi)

friend

Word 3

9
(desu)

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In colloquial Japanese, people often use the word > 5 (uchi no) instead of FAD) (watashi
no). Uchi no originally means "inside." So it's used to refer to a group or member of the group
that you belong to, like © 5 MDE4L (uchi no kaisha), meaning "my company," or 2 5N
(uchi no chichi), meaning "my father."
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KAN]JI
VDI T DY,
WDHEMNTBD?
HEZBETHEMNTIE T,

“RICHENTE T,

KANA

WD TIMFFEIH.

WD TINMTBD?
HECUNATLRDIEDLET,

(CUICThFET,

ROMANIZATION

ltsu dekakemasu ka.
ltsu dekakeru no.
Ato ni-jikan de dekakemasu.

Ni-ji ni dekakemasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. When are you leaving?

>, When are you leaving? (informal)

5. lleave in two hours.

4 |leave attwo o'clock.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
time marking
s (U Ni-ji 2 o’clock phrase
[§ [§ de in particle
LD LD itsu when interrogative
HMFET TNFET dekakemasu leave verb
question question
) ) ka marking particle ~ marking par
HMNMTFS TS dekakeru to go out verb
question
D D no marking particle particle
(colloquial)
HE hE ato more adverb
s (CChA ni-jikan two hours phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ZOYYA-—OHESER>VDI|EDIIN?

Sono sakka no shiai wa itsu hajimarimasu ka?

When does the football game start?

WD PXUA I VWEFTT D,

Itsu Amerika ni ikimasu ka.

When are you going to America?

A THETRTI D, |
B. M3L\, 9C<ITRTI, |

A. O-genki desu ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1ML AAETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

SHIE. FENSHMNIBFECTT,

Kyd wa gogo kara dekakru yotei desu.

| plan to go out in the afternoon today.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask when someone is leaving.

Register Japanese English

WOHMMFE T
h.

Phrase 1 formal (Itsu dekakemasu Whe.n are you
ka.) leaving?
)

Word 1 (itsu) when
HMNFTE T

Word 2 (dekakemasu) leave
ol

Word 3 (ka) guestion marking

particle




LWOHMNIZID?

(Itsu dekakeru

When are you

Phrase 2 formal no.) leaving?
(informal)

(AN

Word 1 (itsu) when
HMNTS

Word 2 (dekakeru) to goout
D guestion particle

Word 3 (no) (colloquial)
HE_RKBATH
0 B 2ECIN

Phrase 3 (Ato ni-jikan de I leave in two
dekakemasu.) hours.
b&E
ZFEE

Word 2 (ni-jikan) two hours
ZS

Word 3 (de) in
HMFET

Word 4 (dekakemasu) leave
“RCHMNMTE
ER

Phrase 4 (Ni-ji ni Illeave at two
dekakemasu.) o'clock.
—FF

Word 1 (ni-ji) 2 o'clock
(C time marking

Word 2 (ni) particle




HONTET

Word 3
(dekakemasu) leave

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Japanese are generally said to be very punctual. Public transportation especially must
be on time to the minute. For example, if the train is late by even one minute, they always
make an announcement to apologize for the delay.
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KAN]JI
ECITEFTIN,
ECICLKD?
A= —IcfTEF T,

TFRICTEET,

KANA
ECICVWEFETN,
ECICVKD?
2=IR—CVEZET,

LcEelchWEEd,

ROMANIZATION

Doko ni ikimasu ka.
Doko ni iku no?
Sapa ni ikimasu.

Shigoto ni ikimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Where are you going?

>, Where are you going? (informal)

I'm going to the supermarket.

w

I'm going to work.

B

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
EC EC doko where interrogative
(C (C ni to particle
TEIET WEFT ikimasu go verb
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
17< < iku to go verb
casual question
D )] no marker particle
RX—]3— =)= stpa supermarket noun
=zt LcE shigoto work noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

SOI—FDBEEILCHDFTITN,

Takushinoriba wa doko ni arimasu ka.

Where is the taxi stand?

A THETKTI D, |
B. ML\, 9 C<ITRTI, |

A. O-genki desu Ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!




1RJLIE AT DG

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

BAHERRICITTEE I,

Ashita Tokyo ni ikimasu.

I'll go to Tokyo tomorrow.

BYRBECITE X LTS,

Débutsu bydin ni ikimashita.

| went to the animal hospital.

HETCOAVEZILITEZEI,

Ato de konbini ni ikimasu.

I'll go to the convenience store later.

X—=IR—TAL—OM&EES I,

Supa de karé no zairy6 o katta.

| bought ingredients for curry at the supermarket.

TERHDET,

Shigoto ga arimasu.

| have my work.

. TBEEEEZELT T,

Watashi wa doyobi mo shigoto o shimasu.

| also work on Saturdays.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask where someone is going.

Register Japanese English

EClfTEad
H,

Phrase 1 formal (Doko ni ikimasu Where are you
ka.) going?
EC

Word 1 (doko) where
(C

Word 2 (ni) to
7&F9

Word 3 (ikimasu) g0




o) guestion marking
Word 4 (ka) particle
Ellcun<m?
Phrase 2 informal (Doko niiku no?) Wh.ere a.re you
going? (informal)
EC
Word 1 (doko) where
(C
Word 2 (ni) to
7<
Word 3 (iku) togo
) casual question
Word 4 (no) marker
= —lcfT
ECl . .
A I'm going to the
X—/V—
Word 1 (sipa) supermarket
(C
Word 2 (ni) to
7&F9
Word 3 (ikimasu) go
E|ICTTS 3 J,
(Shigoto ni
Phrase 4 ikimasu.) I'm going to work,
1T%
Word 1 (shigoto) work
(C
Word 2 (ni) to




T&Ed

Word 3
(ikimasu) go

CULTURAL INSIGHT

If you're going to a secret place, or when you don't want to tell someone your destination, you
can simply answer 5 & D & C & T (Chotto soko made). It literally means "Just around the
corner," but actually it doesn't have an exact meaning. It's a set phrase.
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KAN]JI
BRIGFECTIHY
CCEFTDILTY,
AlcEMo>TLEST L,

ElCHM>TLLIES L,

KANA
REFECTIN,
CCcZEFo2ILTY,
HECFTMOTLES L,

OrDICEM>TLIES L,

ROMANIZATION

Eki wa doko desu ka.
Koko o0 massugu desu.
Migi ni magatte kudasai.

Hidari ni magatte kudasai.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1 Where is the station?

> It's straight over here.

5. Turnright.
4. Turn left.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
BR RE eki station noun
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
EC EC doko where interrogative
copula (polite
TY [SE) desu is form)
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
cc CcC koko here noun
place of motion
(= (= 0 marking particle particle
Fo9< Fo9< massugu straight na-adjective
y =l HE migi right noun
(C (C ni to particle
HiMm>T FMo>T magatte turn verb (te-form)
flzgw <flzgw kudasai please phrase
Vas [O)=10) hidari left noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



RDERFKIRT I,

Tsugi no eki wa Osaka desu.

The next station is Osaka.

SHI>OUXVITY,

Kyé wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

SDI—FDBEECICHBDFTIH,

Takushinoriba wa doko ni arimasu ka.

Where is the taxi stand?

A THTRTID. J

B. &L\, §C<TRTT, |
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RJLIE. AT DG

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

CCIIBRETY,

Koko wa kin'en desu.

This place is no-smoking.

FoIITO>TLESL,

Massugu itte kudasai.

Please go straight.

BlCHM>TLEE L,

Migi ni magatte kudasai.

Turn right.

AICOYEZRSEDZET,

Migi ni konbini ga arimasu.

There is a convenience store on the right side.

ElCHM>TLIZE L,

Hidari ni magatte kudasai.

Turn left.

JVEZDEIC. BLULWLWS—XVERSDFE T,

Konbini no hidari ni oishii ramen-ya ga arimasu.

There is a good ramen shop to the left of the convenience store.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and understand basic directions.

Japanese

English

REEZCTI N,

Phrase 1

(Eki wa doko desu ka.)

Where is the station?




AR

word 1 (eki) station

(&

Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle
EC

Word 3 (doko) where
T

Word 4 (desu) is
Al

Word 5 (ka) guestion marking particle
CCcEIHDICT,

Phrase 2 (Koko o massugu desu.) |4+ c4raight overhere.
CC

Word 1 (koko) here
= place of motion marking

Word 2 (0) particle
FogF<C

Word 3 (massugu) straight
T

Word 4 (desu) IS
AICHR-TLLED,
(Migi ni magatte

Phrase 3 kudasai,) Turn right.
Vol

Word 1 (migi) right
(C

Word 2 (ni) to




Hi> T

Word 3

(magatte) turn
</Z&0)

Word 4 (kudasai) please
ElCHMNR->TLSEZ,
(Hidari ni magatte

Phrase 4 kudasai.) Turn left.
Vid

Word 1 (hidan) left
(C

Word 2 (ni) to
B> T

Word 3 (magatte) turn
<Z&0)

Word 4 (kudasai) please

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Recently, Japan has been implementing measures to become a tourism nation. One of the
more noticeable measures include changing road sign displays. In the past, place names
were written in both Romanized Japanese and English, for example Mount Fuji-san. After the
change, the signs will include only the correct English translation. So, Mt. Fuji-san will
become Mt. Fuji and Shibuya-eki Sta., will become simply Shibuya Sta.
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KAN]JI
ESULTENZT LN,
BH(ICENIEFATLENS,
EDULTELEDIIN,

BEORETINS,

KANA
E5LTHEINELRA,
TALPICODHEINEHSTY,
ESLTEPIHZDFTTH,

TALP»DODUNATINS,

ROMANIZATION

Doshite okuremashita ka.
Densha ni noremasen deshita kara.
Doshite hayaku kaerimasu ka.

Densha no jikan desu kara.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Why are you late?

> Because | missed the train.

5. Why do you leave early?

4. To not miss the train. (Lit. It's the time for the train.)

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
ES5LT ESLT doshite why interrogative
to be late (past
EBnx Ll H<NF L okuremashita tense) verb (past tense)
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
BE ThALU® densha train noun
place marking
ENIETEATL ONFEATUL noremasen
1= 1= deshita couldn'tride verb
ns ns kara because conjunction
B< (EA< hayaku early adverb
to leave, to go
/O ET V- 40k 32 kaerimasu back verb
D ) no of particle
=T UhH A jikan time noun
copula (polite
TY TY desu is

form)

SAMPLE SENTENCES



A THTRTI D,

B. &L\, §C<TRTY, U
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RJLIE EIRTYh,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

DFOOVR T
ESBLTET,

Tsugi no Rondon iki no densha wa ato sanju-
ppun de téchaku shimasu.

TOEHEHE3Z0NT

The next train to London will arrive in thirty
minutes.

TJvIRY - LI - IRR(E. JRDINRAOE
B(CRDBEOHNEAR(TRRIREI/IXT
ER

Japan reiru pasu wa, jeiaru no basu ya densha ni
norihédai no gaikokujin muke tokubetsu waribiki
pasu desu.

Japan Rail pass is a special dicounted flat-rate
pass available only to visitors which allows the
holder to ride all JR trains as well as buses.

BEHOIFEEWVNT I,

Densha no kippu o kaimasu.

I'll buy a train ticket.

RRANS/VETH_REMMNDE T,

Tokyo kara pari made ju ni-jikan kakarimasu.

It takes 12 hours to go to Paris from Tokyo.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer why.

Japanese

English

ESLTENILED,

(Doshite okuremashita

Phrase 1 ka.) Why are you late?
ES50LT

Word 1 (déshite) why
EBNF LU/

Word 2 (okuremashita) to be late (past tense)




A

Word 3 (ka) question marking particle

BECENIEFATL
s, .

Phrase 2 (Densha ninoremasen Because Imissed the
deshita kara.) train,
B

Word 1 (densha) train
(C

Word 2 (ni) place marking particle
FENFEATLE

Word 3 (noremasen deshita) couldn't ride
s

Word 4 (kara) because
ESULTELKBO I I
H.

Phrase 3 (Doshite hayaku Why do you leave early?
kaerimasu ka.)
ES50LT

Word 1 (déshite) why
B<

Word 2 (hayaku) early
BEOFT

Word 3 (kaerimasu) to leave, to go back
Al

Word 4 (ka) guestion marking particle




BEORATI NS,

(Densha no jikan desu

To not miss the train.

Phrase 4 kara.) (Lit.It’s the time forthe
train.)
=512
Word 1 (densha) train
)]
Word 2 (no) of
il
Word 3 (jikan) time
Y
Word 4 (desu) B

CULTURAL INSIGHT

As you learned already, Japanese people are punctual, especially in formal situations.
Generally, you are supposed to arrive at work and be prepared 5 or 10 minutes ahead of
time. So even if your train delays a bit, you shouldn't be late, and mentioning itisn't a good

excuse!
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KAN]I
RIUBEBRFODTVLETH,
RV, Ho5TB?
(F0\ Fo>TLET,

(FO. ESF,

KANA
RIEEDIDTUVEID,
RIESELETIH,
(FL E2TLET,

Fu. ESF,

ROMANIZATION

Pen o motte imasu ka.
Pen, motte ru?
Hai, motte imasu.

Hai, dozo.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Do you have a pen?

> Do you have a pen? (infromal)

3 Yes, | have one.

4. Yes, here you are.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
EDSE ESF dozo here you are phrase
R R pen pen noun
object marking
E % 0] partic|e pal’ticle
WET WE9 imasu am, are, is verb
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
am, are, is
3 3 fu (informal verb
version)
(F0) (F0) hai yes expression

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ZORVEHEDTIN,

Sono pen wa dare no desu ka.

Whose pen is it?

A THETKRTI N, |
B. ML Tc<TTRTT, |
A. O-genki desu Ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!




1RJLIE AT DG

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to talk about possession.

Register Japanese English
RYEFH>TL
x 9 h,
Phrase 1 formal (Pen o motte Do Y_'OU have a
imasu ka.) pen?
N
Word 1 (pen) pen
v object marking
Word 2 (0) particle
FoT
Word 3 (motte) have
LFT
Word 4 (imasu) am, are, is
o) question marking
Word 5 (ka) particle
RY . B->TS?
Phrase 2 informal (Pen, motte ru?) Do you have a
pen? (infromal)
N
Word 1 (pen) oen




Word 2 FoT

(motte) have
=) am, are, is
Word 3 (ru) (informal version)
FL, Fo-TWLWE
g,
Phrase 3 (Hai, motte Yes, | have one.
imasu.)
(E0)
Word 1 (hai) yes
#oT
Word 2 (motte) have
LET
Word 3 (imasu) am, are, is
L., ESF,
Phrase 4 (Hai, dozo)) Yes, here you are.
(F0)
Word 1 (hai) yes
ESF
Word 2 (d6z0) here you are

CULTURAL INSIGHT

If you ask Japanese people, & FD&+F D TLIF T\, (Omamori o motte imasu ka), "Do

you have omamori?", many people would say (d(). 2 TL1EF T, (Hai, motte imasu.)
meaning "Yes, | have." Omamoriis usually a tiny and flat bag shaped charm, made of a
textile. It's used for praying for the success of some important examination or game, safety
while driving or sailing, and so on. You can buy omamori at shrines and temples for yourself
or to give them to someone special to you.
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KAN]JI
RUEFH>TLWIEE A,
RS DI E A
MOFE Ao

DMOFE A

KANA
RUEEDTLFEA,
UhABGBDEE A
LhEEA.

DHDFE A

ROMANIZATION

Pen o motte imasen
Jikan ga arimasen.
Shirimasen.

Wakarimasen.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. ldon't have a pen.

> |don't have time.

3 ldon'tknow.

4+ ldon'tunderstand.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
RV RV pen pen noun
object marking
don'thave
Ko>CTLWEEA EoOTLEHA  motte imasen (polite) phrase
=T UhH A jikan time noun
subject marking
verb (negative
HOIEA HOIRA arimasen there is not form)
verb (negative
MOFEA LDZEEA shirimasen do not know. form)
do not verb (negative
DPHOIEA NDHOIEA wakarimasen understand form)

SAMPLE SENTENCES

ZDORV(IHDTI N,

Sono pen wa dare no desu ka.

Whose pen is it?

RROS/NUFTH_REMNDE T,

Tokyb kara pari made ju ni-jikan kakarimasu.

It takes 12 hours to go to Paris from Tokyo.




GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to state essential negative statements.

Japanese

English

RUERF >TULWIEA.
(Pen o motte imasen.)

Phrase 1 Idon't have a pen.
N

Word 1 (pen) pen
Vs

Word 2 (0) object marking particle
FoTULFEA

Word 3 (motte imasen) don't have (polite)
RKEKHDD A,

Phrase 2 (Jikan ga arimasen.) Idon't have time.
iS5

Word 1 (jikan) time
o)l

Word 2 (ga) subject marking particle
bOOFEA

Word 3 (arimasen) there is not
oA,

Phrase 3 (Shirimasen.) Idon't know.
HDFEA

Word 1 (shirimasen) do not know.
oD I EA.

Phrase 4 (Wakarimasen.) Idon't understand.




BODEEA

Word 1 (wakarimasen) do not understand

CULTURAL INSIGHT

If you ask Japanese people for information about their country, such as the population, the
area, or the GDP, some might say 93/0\D & & A (wakarimasen) meaning "l don't know." It's
said that Japanese people are not very familiar with internal affairs. How about you?
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KAN]JI
FaAL—~EHFETIN,
BOWEDEHFE?
(FO\, HFETI,

(L KFETT,

KANA
FIAL—FEITETIN,
HFVEDIETE?

(FL IETT,

(FL IEVWITETT,

ROMANIZATION

Chokoréto wa suki desu ka.
Amai mono wa suki?
Hai, suki desu.

Hai, daisuki desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Do you like chocolate?

> Do you like sweets? (informal)

5. Yesllike it.

4+ Yes, llove it.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
to love, really
AT EnwgE daisuki likable na-adjective
Fadl—k Fadl—k chokoréto chocolate noun
topic marking
T 9 suKki to like, likable na-adjective
copula (polite
T9 [SE] desu am, are, is form)
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
HOWED HFTVED amai mono sweets phrase
(E0) (=40 hai yes expression

SAMPLE SENTENCES

WFEHAICFIAL—ZEHIT S,

Sukina hito ni chokoréto wo ageru.

| give chocolate to a person whom | love.

iru.

FIIAL—REUTI>EZTTOLIITEL. &
WSIAEWS,

Chokoréto nashi de wa ikite ikenai, to iu hito mo

Some people just can't live without chocolate.




F—XT—FE&F3aAL—KT—FZE>
IZo

Chizukéki to chokoréto kéki o katta.

| bought cheese cake and chocolate cake.

SHI>OUXVITY,

Kyé wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

A THTRTIN. J

B. &L\, §C<TRTT, |
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1ML AETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask and answer affirmatively to the question.

Register Japanese English
FasILb—kI(E&E
7T, |
Phrase 1 formal (Chokoréto wa Dr? y°‘|‘ I|ke7
sukidesu ka.) chocolate !
FzdL—K~
Word 1 (chokoréto) chocolate
(& topic marking
Word 2 (wa) particle
rE
Word 3 (suki) to like, likable
Y
Word 4 (desu) am, are, is
ol guestion marking
Word 5 (ka) particle




BLEDEF=?

Phrase 2 ' (An?aimono wa Do you like
informal suki?) sweets?
(informal)

HUED

Word 1 (@mai mono) sweets
(3 topic marking

Word 2 (wa) particle
&

Word 3 (suki) to like, likable
FL, =TT,

Phrase 3 (Hai, suki desu.) Yes | like it.
(E0)

Word 1 (hai) yes
&

Word 2 (suki) to like, likable
[

Word 3 (desu) am, are, is
[FL, XKF=T
g,

Phrase 4 (Hai, daisuki Yes, | love it.
desu.)
(&0

Word 1 (hai) yes
KarEF to love, really

Word 2 (daisuki) likable
(<

Word 3 (desu) am, are, is

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Most Japanese people would definitely like SRR (onsen) or "hot springs." Even those who
usually just take quick showers probably like onsen. In Japan, there is a countless number of
onsen everywhere. Why don't you try visiting onsen when you come to Japan?
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KAN]JI

Fv S XIVFEFTT,
FrvSAXIEHFETEHDFTEAS
F v S XIVIFHEULTT,

FrSRIVIEKHENTT,

KANA

F S RIRFCHTTT,
FrSAIETETREHDFEA-
FrSAILEESNTY,

FrSAIEREVWESULTY,

ROMANIZATION

Kyarameru wa nigate desu.
Kyarameru wa suki de wa arimasen.
Kyarameru wa kirai desu.

Kyarameru wa wa daikirai desu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



| don't like caramel.

| don't like caramel.

| hate caramel.

| really hate caramel.

VOCABULARY

Kanji

Kana

Romaji

English

Class

TEHODFEA TEHOHIEA

de wa arimasen

am, are, is not

copula (polite

negat
to dislike,
e T50) Kirai dislikable na-adjective
nominalization
to hate very
KR EVESQ) daikirai much, very na-adjective
unlikable
FvS5 X)L FvS XL kyarameru caramel noun
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
poor at, not
=F (M T nigate good atdealing 5 sgjective
with
copula (polite
TY TY desu am, are, is form)
TE g Suki to like, likable na-adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES



SHEOURXVITTY,

Ky6 wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to say that you don't like something.

Japanese English
FTv S XIWEEHEFTI,
(Kyarameru wa nigate
Phrase 1 desu.) Idon't like caramel.
F+ S XIL
Word 1 (kyarameru) caramel
(&
Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle
& F
Word 3 (nigate) poor.at, npt good at
dealing with
T
Word 4 (desu) am, are, is
Fv o RXIEHF= T
HOIEA.,
Phrase 2 (Kyarameru wa suki de I don't like caramel.
wa arimasen.)
F+ > X)L
Word 1 (kyarameru) caramel
(&

Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle




HE

Word 3 (suki) o like, likable

CTlddb D FEA

Word 4 (de wa arimasen) am, are, is not
Fvr SRXILITHEWNT I,
(Kyarameru wa kirai

Phrase 3 desu.) | hate caramel.
F+>XIL

Word 1 (kyarameru) caramel
(&

Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle
20

Word 3 (kirai) to dislike, dislikable
T

Word 4 (desu) am, are, is
T SAXIEKENT
g,

Phrase 4 (Kyarameru wa wa I really hate caramel.
daikirai desu.)
F+ S XI

Word 1 (kyarameru) caramel
D

Word 2 (no) nominalization particle
(&

Word 3 (wa) topic marking particle
K to hate very much, very

Word 4 (daikirai) unlikable

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Japanese people tend to avoid saying negative words such as U\ T 9 (kirai desu) and X
BEU\TI (daikirai desu). They usually prefer euphemistic and indecisive expressions. So it's

better to use &THF T 9 (nigate desu), meaning "be bad at," unless you have good reasons to
dislike something.
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KAN]I

AXZa— HODFTIH.
HITITHIIATI D,
d—k— <IZ30%

d—kE—. FEALLET,

X:j—_\ 37)'9&'_3_73\0
HITITHIFEATI N,
:I_t_\ <7:':“é-(/\o

d—E—. $R/LLET,

ROMANIZATION

Menya, arimasu ka.
O-susume wa nan desu ka.
Kohi, kudasai.

Kohi, onegai shimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Can you show me the menu? (Lit. Do you have a menu?)

> What do you recommend?

5. Coffee, please.

4 lwould like a coffee.

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
XZ1— X”Za1— menyl menu noun
as you have, as
HOEY HHET arimasu there is verb
question question
) A) ka marking particle  marking par
recommendatio
HITH HITIH o-susume n noun
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
=) A nan what interrogative
copula (polite
TY TY desu am, are, is form)
d—b— d—E— kohi coffee noun
I3 I3 kudasai please give me phrase
PREVWLET PRMULLZFET onegai shimasu please phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES



AXZa1—%&<LIZ3 0L\,

menyud o kudasai.

Can | have a menu?

HEOAZ1—Z&TFIUL\

Eigo no menyid o kudasai.

Can you give me an English menu?

A THETRTI D, |
B. M3L\, 9C<ITRTI, |

A. O-genki desu ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1ML AAETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

HIIHIIETI DG

O-susume wa nan desu ka.

What do you recommend?

SH>OUXVITY,

Kyd wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

NI ETI D,

Nani ga suki desu ka.

What do you like?

HAERBEII N,

Nani o nomimasu ka.

What would you like to drink?

d—E—ZRHEEAD,

Kohi o nomimasen ka.

Would you like to drink some coffee?

KB UL HBULLET,

Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Pleased to meet you.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to order at a restaurant or coffee shop.

Japanese English Important Notes
XZa— . &bHd
g h, Can you show me
Phrase 1 (Menya, arimasy  the menu? (Lit.
ka.) Do you have a
menu?)
XZ1—
Word 1 (menyd) menu




HOFT asyou have, as
Word 2 .
(arimasu) there is
pall
Word 3 (ka) question marking
particle
HIT IHEMT
90,
Phrase 2 (O-susume wa What do you
nan desu ka)) recommend?
HITIH
Word 1 (o-susume) recommendation
(3 topic marking
Word 2 (wa) particle
fa]
Word 3 (nan) what
552
Word 4 (desu) am, are, is
ol guestion marking
Word 5 (ka) particle
J—ke—, KEZ
LY,
Phrase 3 (Kohi, kudasai) Coffee, please. Polite expression,
J—E&—
Word 1 (ko hi) coffee
/230
Word 2 (kudasai) please give me




J—k—, SEWV

Lad,
Phrase 4 (K6hi, onegai I would like a Very polite
shimasu)) coffee. expression,
J—&e—
Word 1 (ko hi) coffee
SENLTT
Word 2 (onegai shimasu) please

CULTURAL INSIGHT

In some ramen shops or eateries in Japan, there are vending machines for meal tickets. It's a
self-ordering system where you buy a ticket at the machine and give itto a server.
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KAN]JI
S5t PFEVLE T,
S BEHEECTI N,
FTHIEFA. EDDONEVNTT,

HFODEVDFEA,

KANA

VT SRBULLE T,
HFHVNFVEFEZTI D,
IHIEA. BDOORBEHRNE T,

HFODEFVDFEA,

ROMANIZATION

O-kaikei, onegai shimasu.
O-kaikei wa doko desu ka.
Sumimasen, o-tsuri ga chigaimasu.

O-tsuri wa irimasen.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



The bill, please.

Where can | pay the bill? (Lit. 'Where is the bill?")

Excuse me, the change is wrong.

Keep the change. (Lit. 'l don't need the change.)

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
LWOZEEA LWOZFEA irimasen do not need verb
EBUWIET 5MR0\ET chigaimasu is wrong verb
S BET HHULFO o-kaikei check, bill noun (polite)
PEOLET PRMLILZET onegai shimasu please phrase
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
EC EC doko where interrogative
copula (polite
T9Y T9Y desu is form)
question question
) ja) ka marking particle marking par
Sorry, excuse
IHIEA IHIEA sumimasen me expression
HDOD HDOD o-tsuri change noun
subject marking

SAMPLE SENTENCES



HRETEBNLE T,

O-kaikei o-negai shimasu.

Check, please.

LBULLHBUNLET,

Yoroshiku onegai shimasu.

Pleased to meet you.

SREFIYRVITY,

Kyb wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

HOI—FDBPEECICHBDFTIN,

Takushinoriba wa doko ni arimasu ka.

Where is the taxi stand?

A THETKTI D, |

B. &L, 9C<TRTI, I
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RILEE AETY D,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

g_aﬂ‘?iﬂ'/uo EF:%?’J‘*@ D ?I'_g_o

Sumimasen. Shitsumon ga arimasu.

Excuse me. | have a question.

HDOD. HDFTIHG

O-tsuri, arimasu ka.

Do you have change?

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to ask for the bill and check the change.

Japanese English

Phrase 1

=5t FEVLWL T I,
(O-kaikei, onegai

shimasu.) The bill, please.

Word 1

NN E
Ixo

(o-kaike) check, bill

Word 2

HRENVLET

(onegai shimasu) please




|EHIECT I,
(O-kaikei wa doko desu

Phrase 2 Where can | pay the bill?

ka.) (Lit. Where is the bill?%)
HRE

Word 1 (o-kaikel) check, bill
(&

Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle
EC

Word 3 (doko) where
552

Word 4 (desu) is
Al

Word 5 (ka) question marking particle
dHIEA. EODRE
W d,

Phrase 3 (Sumimasen, o-tsuriga Excuse me, the change
chigaimasu.) IS wrong.
IHITEA

Word 1 (sumimasen) sorry, excuse me
HDOb

Word 2 (o-tsuri) change
pai

Word 3 (ga) subject marking particle
EOFET

Word 4 (chigaimasu) IS wrong
OOV FEA.

Phrase 4 (O-tsuri wa irimasen.) Keepthe change. (Lit. |

don't need the change))




HDbH

Word 1
(o-tsuri) change
(&
Word 2 (wa) topic marking particle
LUDOFEA
Word 3 (irimasen) do not need

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Generally, there's no tradition of tipping in Japan. So if you silently leave your tip on the table
after paying at restaurant, they might think you have forgotten your money! So itd be better to
have a word with the staff or to give them your tip direcily.
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KAN]JI

FEADKR. FER>IHDIINH,
TEBEO®. HULTS?

BRE (CITEE T,

—MEICITEEEAD

KANA

SALDITDLB. LTULEHDEITH,
SALDITVDLB. CLTULEFSETVET N,
ROREVWEFET,

WD L &KICWEFTEAD

ROMANIZATION

Kin-ydbi no yoru, yotei wa arimasu ka.
Kin-ydbi no yoru, go-yotei wa gozaimasu ka.
Eiga ni ikimasu.

Issho ni ikimasen ka.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Do you have plans on Friday night?

> Are you free on Friday night?

5. I'm going to the movies.

4. Will you join?

VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
i T Z UM eiga movies noun
verb (negative
TEE A WEFEA ikimasen notto go form)
SALDUDK
EEAOK 3 kin-yobi no yoru Friday night phrase
FE LTL yotei plan noun
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
K] HOFET arimasu there is verb
question question
j2) j2) ka marking particle marking par
FREH FALOD kin-yobi Friday noun
0)) ) no of particle
® &3 yoru night noun
to have free
HLTSD HLTS aite ru time (informal)  Vverb (informal)
(C (C ni to particle
7&E9 WEET ikimasu go verb
—HE(C Wo L &IC issho ni together phrase




SAMPLE SENTENCES

FEBRBD T,

Yotei ga arimasu.

| have a plan.

SR, FERGHDIINH,

Konya, yotei ga arimasu Ka.

Do you have any plans tonight?

SHIEOUXVYITY,

Ky wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

A THETKTI D, |
A. O-genki desu ka.
B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1ML AETYh,

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

ETBADKRIIKI < ERERHBPICITEET,

Kin-yébi no yoru wa yoku doryé to nomi ni
ikimasu.

| often go for drinks with my colleagues on Friday
nights.

SEOEZEHDFEMATIH,

Konshid no kin-yobi no yotei wa nan desu ka.

What's your plan for this Friday night?

FHOR., REILICTEET,

Heijitsu no yoru, watashi wa jimu ni ikimasu.

| go to the gym on weeknights.

EeBE5—E(C/)I\—FT 1 —ICTTC D Lo

Bokutachi issho ni pati ni ikd yo.

We should go to the party together.

WO L&KICOVY—RICITEFL &L Do
Issho ni konsato ni ikimasho.

Let's go to a concert together.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to invite someone out.

Register Japanese English
FEBEHOE. FE
EdDxIThH,
(Kin-yobi no yoru,
Phrase 1 formal Do you have plans

{ot)ei wa arimasu on Friday night?
a.




Word 1

FEHDR

(kin-yébi no yoru) Friday night
FE
Word 2 (yotel) plan
(&
Word 3 (wa) topic marking
particle
HOFET
Word 4 (arimasu) there is
o) question marking
Word 5 (ka) particle
TBEHDOE. HL)
T3
Phrase 2 inf | (Kin-yobino yoru,  Are you free on
rase intorma go-yoteiwa Friday night?
gozaimasu ka.)
FHEH
Word 1 (kin-yob) Friday
D
Word 2 (no) of
4
Word 3 (yoru) night
HLITS to have free time
Word 4 (aite ru) (informal)
BRiE (CfT= & 9,
Phrase 3 (Eiga niikimasu) ~ I'mgoing to the
movies.
i
Word 1 (eiga) movies




(C

Word 2

(ni) to
T7&F9

Word 3 (ikimasu) go
—#BlcfT3 8
A D,

Phrase 4 (Issho niikimasen you join?
ka.)
—#&(C

Word 1 (issho ni) together
TEFEA

Word 2 (ikimasen) not to go
yal question marking

Word 3 (ka) particle

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Japanese people have many drinking parties at work or with friends at the end of the year,
New Year's, cherry blossom season, to welcome or send-off someone, and even on ordinary
days. Even if you cannot drink at all, many restaurants have recently started serving non-
alcoholic cocktails. Give it a try!
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KAN]JI
ELEL

YT,
E—5—TABVETINH,

Tl TERELE T,

KANA

ELEL
T,
E—5—-TABVETN,

FleHETTADLIET,

ROMANIZATION

Moshi moshi.
Risa desu.
Pita san wa imasu ka.

Mata ato de denwa shimasu.

ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1. Hello. (answering the phone)

> Thisis Risa.

5. May ltalk to Peter?

4. Il call again later.
VOCABULARY
Kanji Kana Romaji English Class
hello (on the
ELEL ELEL moshi moshi telephone) expression
Risa, person
IJ -'j- IJ -'j- R|Sa f”fst name propel’ noun
TY TY desu am
E—5— E—5— Pita Peter proper noun
polite name
A A san suffix name suffix
topic marking
(& (& wa particle particle
to be (animate), y
WET WET imasu to exist; -masu verb (honorific
form form
question question
) j2) ka marking particle marking par
Xz EN= mata again adverb
hET HET atode later phrase
B|EE TAD denwa phone noun
LET LET shimasu to do verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ELEL. IRRTIM EE55%TI N,

Moshimoshi, Sakamoto desu ga, dochira sama
desu Ka.

Hello, this is Sakamoto. May | ask who's
speaking?

FHDRHIE, E—5—TY,

Watashi no namae wa Pita desu.

My name is Peter.

SHEOVUXVYXTY,

Kyd wa Kurisumasu desu.

Today is Christmas.

T—TILDTFICRCHRVET,

Téburu no shita ni neko ga imasu.

There is a cat under the table.

A THETKTI D, |

B. &L\, 9C<ITRTT, I
A. O-genki desu ka.

B. Hai, sugoku genki desu.

A: How are you?
B: I'm great!

1RILEE AETY D

Ichi-doru wa nan-en desu ka.

How many yen is it to one dollar?

FIEEVZWTT,

Mata aitai desu.

| want to meet you again.

Flz. BLFEL £ S,

Mata, aimasho.

Let's meet again.

HETCAVEZICITEZI,

Ato de konbini ni ikimasu.

I'l go to the convenience store later.

BERERO>OTITIH,

Denwa o motte masu ka.

Do you have a phone?

KO ECTERZELRLS U,

Kare wa kaerimichi de denwa o nakushita.

He lost his phone on his way home.

WEhsBmBEZLET,

Ima kara shukudai o shimasu.

I'm going to do my homework now.

GRAMMAR

In this lesson you will learn how to understand the basic vocabulary on the phone.

Japanese English
ELEL
(Moshi moshi.) Hello. (answering the

Phrase 1

phone)




Word 1 tLol

(moshi moshi) hello (on the telephone)
DYTJ,
Phrase 2 (Risa desu.) This is Risa.
t
Word 1 (Risa) Risa, person first name
T
Word 2 (desu) am
E—85—SAldVE T
H,
Phrase 3 (Pita san wa imasu ka.) May Italkto Peter?
E—5—
Word 1 (Ata) Peter
A
Word 2 (san) polite name suffix
(&
Word 3 (wa) topic marking particle
AFEE to be (animate), to exist; -
Word 4 (imasu) masu form
Al
Word 5 (ka) question marking particle
FlEHETRBEL I I,
(Mata ato de denwa
Phrase 4 shimasu.) I'll call again later.
Y/
Word 1 (mata) again
HET

Word 2 (ato de) later




=5
[==75]

Word 3

(denwa) phone
LET
Word 4 (shimasu) todo

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The expression £ L £ U (moshi moshi) is very common when you give or receive a call.
However, in formal situations like in business, people don't use it. Instead, they say (& 0L\ (hai)

or BDMES ST VET (arigaté gozaimasu) followed by the company's name or their
family name.
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