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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

VR4 o
{08 S S A A
B KA.

AR

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

ENGLISH

1R
s, R4 e
B AR

AL R

Nih&o.

Nih&o, nijiao shénme mingzi?

W6 jiao Zhang Lin.

W6 jiao Wang Xidofang.

CONT'D OVER



1. A: Hello.

2. B: Hello, what's your name?
3. A I'm Zhang Lin.
4. B: I'm Wang Xiaofang.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
{0853 (iS5 nih&o hello
{a {5 ni you
oY oY jiao to call
ft 2 R shénme what
%4 F %4 F mingzi name

ﬁi ?}Q wo I, me

SAMPLE SENTENCES

riF, EMEEZ. ARG

Nihao, wo jiao Wang Gudyi. Shi ni ma?

Hello, I'm Wang Guoyi. Is ityou?

BT Lo (N A
W6 jiao Zi an. Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
My name is Zi an. What is your name?




A, BIRERAWT —KEHE, M| R4z

KHAY o Ni shud shénme?
Jinnian, wd meimeéi you chi le yizhang zhuanii,
jiao Yueéguang. What did you say?

My sister put out another album this year
called "Moonlight."

R SILM T 4 F o Bt IR AR
W6 wangiji tade mingzi. Wb de péngydu hén shuai.
| forget his name. My friend is really handsome.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

R 5F (nihdo) | #& 3F (ninhdo) - "Hello™ in Chinese is made up of two words: 7% (ni),
meaning "you" and i (hdo), meaning "good." On very formal meetings, you can replace the
1 (ni) with the formal term for "you," which is ® (nin). nl (jiao) is literally the verb for "to call."
So, as in the case of our dialogue, when you are saying, "My nameis ____ ,"in Chinese,
actually you are saying "I'm called

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Pronouns in Chinese

& KA

"I'm Zhang Lin."

Here is a listing of pronouns in Chinese:

Chinese "English"
#
(Wé) ll|, meu

# 17

(women) "we, us"




I

"you" -
(i) informal
f//’\’ ///‘] "you" _
(nimen) plural
ﬁs llyoull -
(nin) formal
i
(t3) "he, him"
A
(tamen) "they, them"
i
(t4) "she, her"
w11
(tamen) "they, them"
fat
(ta_) "i.t"

What Is Your Name?

In Chinese, as we heard in this lesson's dialogue, one way of asking a person their name is:

et 44 52

Ni jiao shénme mingzi?

"What is your name" (literally: "You called what name?")

The question word "what" in Chinese is T %4 (shénme).

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Chinese Names

Chinese names are given surname first, and then given name. Generally, Chinese names are
made up of two or three characters total (including the surname, which is generally just a
single character). We see a couple examples of names in this lesson's dialogue.

For Example:

o ERAR
Zhang Lin
(surname here is K, given name is 7Hi)

2, FQNFE
Wang Xidofang
(surname here is E, given name is /> )

Chinese names are full of meaning and not all characters are suitable for a name. ltis best to
not attempt to choose one's own name in Chinese. Enlist the help of a Chinese friend so you
don't end up with a name that will cause some raised eyebrows and snickers.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE
R RHE A?
C REFEEA. RR?

- BETEA

TRADITIONAL CHINESE
R RHEA?
C HEEBE A RR?

- BEFEA

PINYIN

~ Nishinagu6rén?

~ W0 shi Méiguérén. Nine?

- W0 shi Zhonggubrén.

ENGLISH

~ Which country are you from?

~ lam American. And you?

CONT'D OVER



5. lam Chinese.

VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
\ X American
FEA =B A Méigudren person
A A rén person noun
P 7= shi to be verb
HE A B F] A Zhdngguérén  Chinese person
gué country, state noun
17, 17, ni ne how about you phrase
question
il il n& /néi which pronoun
SAMPLE SENTENCES
W2 EE A FEARS .
Ta shi Méiguérén. Zhongguo rén hénduo.
She is American. There are many Chinese people.
i, & B EF o AT = E A
Ta shi wo gége. Tamen dou shi Zhonggudreén.
He is my older brother. They are all Chinese people.
KA A EK? KT, R
Zhe shi shénme guojia? W6 jiao Zhang Féi, ni ne?
What country is this? | am called Zhang Fei, how about you?




K 2R AR AR AR R 2 TR HE A2

W0 yinggai yong na ba yaoshi? Ni shi nagué rén 7

Which key should l use? Which country are you from?
GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Expressing Ethnicity

R EWE A2

"Which country are you from?

In Chinese, ethnicity/nationality expresses itself by simply adding the word A (ren) onto the
end of the name of the country you are from.

For Example:
i SR[E, Meigud ("America”)
2. %’% ]\, Meigudrén ("American person")
3. H[E), Zhenggud ("China")

4. FE A, Zhéngguorén ("Chinese person")

Likewise, to express what city, state, or province you are from, you can use the same phrasing.

For Example:

o BRI
Wo shi Béijingrén.
"I'm from Beijing."

Forming a Follow-Up Question

We use ¢ (ne) to form a follow-up question. Meaning, we use it to ask the same question as



the one we previously asked, but about another subject or object. So, as is the case in our
dialogue:

HAEEE N, 7RI
Wo shi Méiguoren. Nine?
" am American. And you?"

Basic Word Order

We see a very basic sentence structure that Chinese often uses, as in the sentence:

=i
FAEEE AN

Wo shi Méigudren.
"l am American."

The word order here is subject + verb + object.

BB (na/néi) "Which"

To ask a person which country he/she is from, we use the question word Ui (nd). Simply put,
the "which" in front of the word for "country + person," which gives you, "Which country are you
from?"

For Example:

TRIEFRELA 2

Nishind gué rén?
Which is literally, "You are which country person?"

Please note that we sometimes pronounce the character for "which" ([Iﬂﬁ) as [néi]. Both
pronunciations are correct, it's just a matter of personal preference as to which one the
speaker uses. The meaning is the same.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Are People in China Staring at You?

People in China are, in general, very curious about foreigners, so expect to get many stares



and lots of practice using this lesson!
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A:

B:

PR 3 o B v ?

T3 E R

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A:

B:

PINYIN

ENGLISH

rEBCF %

T

B

rEB T EXE?

Ni xihuan Zhonggu6 ma?

Xihuan.

Ni xihuan Zhonggué cai ma?

Yé xihuan.

CONT'D OVER



A Do you like China?

> B: Yes, | like it.
5 A Do you like Chinese food?
4 B: Yes, | like it too.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
=R = xihuan to like verb
W [E % W ] 3 Zhdnggudcai Chinese food noun
Gl HE ma qguestion marker particle
H, H, yeé also, too adverb
H H Zhdnggué China noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

i o AR o

W6 xihuan Zhongguocai. Zhongguo cai hén haochi.

| like Chinese food. Chinese food is delicious.

(S SN T e A 4T

Ni shi Jianadarén ma? Kafei yé hao.

Are you Canadian? Coffee is good too.

A AR A T A PR & ot o B e

Ta y& shi Aodaliya rén. Ni qu gud Zhdonggud ma?

He is also Australian. Have you been to China before?

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



You can make a lot of words out of the word for China, in Chinese. You just add other terms
onto the end to make Chinese things.

For Example:

1. HRE - Zhéngguo
"China"

o HEZE - Zhonggué cai
"Chinese food"

s HE A - Znéngguérén
"Chinese person"”

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Forming a Yes/No Question

PRE XX B 35 2

"Do you like Chinese food?"

When we add 15 (ma) onto the end of a statement, it turns the statement into a yes-no
question.

For Example:

L AREA E A
Nishi Zhénggudrén ma?
"Are you Chinese?"

Answering a Yes/No Question

To answer in the affirmative, one simply repeats the main verb in the sentence.

For Example:

A: VREXH E e

A: Nixihuan Zhéngguo ma?
A:"Do you like China?"



B: =W,
B: Xihuan.
B: "l like it."

Forming the Negative - A (bu)

Z:(bU) is an adverb we use to make verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs negative. When )
(bu) negates an adjective or adverb, it comes right before that word in the sentence. However,

when it modifies a verb, Z:(bl.‘l) comes before the whole phrase, including prepositions and
auxiliary verbs.

So, in this lesson's dialogue, if we were to "not like" China or Chinese food, we would say:

B: NE .
B: Bu xihuan.
B: "l don't like it."

1 (ye)

B: th =K.
B: Yé xihuan.
B: "l like it too."

The adverb 1 (y€) means "too" or "also." In Chinese, it comes after the subject (if any), and
before the verb. The 1 (y€) cannot come before the subject or at the end of the sentence.

For Example:

AL AR .
Beijing yé hén hdo.
"Beijing is nice t00."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Gaining Favor in China

Chinese people love their food, and love to hear that foreigners like it too. So if you would like



to curry favor with your newfound friends in China, praise the food. You are sure to get a lot of
dinner invites this way, too!
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED

A:

ENGLISH

PINYIN

TRADITIONAL

VOCABULARY

fREFEN ?
o PR {RIE?
HEE M,

fRA] AHFHRHX !

Are you a student?
Yes, | study Chinese. How about you?
| am a teacher.

You can teach me Chinese!

N1 shi xuéshéng ma?
Dui. W6 xué Zhongwén. Ni ne?
W6 shi laoshr.

NT kéyi jiao wo Zhongwén!

REREN?
Ho JEBR fRIE?
K2 EHM,

fRAJAHFHRHX !



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
F4 BE xuéshéng student noun

X H dui correct adjective
2 = Xué to study verb
X X Zhongwén Chinese (language) noun
Zm ZHD [doshi teacher noun
AL A kéyi can verb

# # jiao to teach verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

MBARFFLE . X, BEEEA,

Ta shi daxué xuésheéng.

She is a university student.

Dui, wé shi Méigudrén.

Yes, | am American.

RIEZEH A2
Ni'zai xué shénme?

What are you studying?

BAFEHR
W6 bu xué Zhéngweén.

| don't study Chinese.

KEIHRITCo
Zhang ldoshi hén mang.

Teacher Zhang is very busy.

{RE] LARU TR AR AR
NI kéyi jiao wo Lili,

You can call me Lili.

BHP
WG jiao Zhongwen.

| teach Chinese.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

3+ (dui) "correct." There is no set way to say "yes" in Chinese. However, 3t (dui) often expresses an

affirmative response.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of this Lesson is Speaking About One's Profession

EE2E,
"I am a teacher."

KEEIM,
Wa shi ldoshr.
"l am a teacher”"



To tell someone what your profession is, you use this basic sentence structure. Simply put together,
subject + verb + object. Just like English, we use the verb "to be" here.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Importance of Chinese Teachers

In the Chinese culture, Chinese revere their teachers. The classroom atmosphere is one of respect, and
students take studying very seriously. The classroom is solemn and more formal than in the West, and
strict order is enforced.

If you go to study Chinese in China, there are many opportunities to have free practice. Many Chinese
students learning English will be more than happy to participate in a language exchange with you,
wherein you let them practice their English on you, and you too take a turn practicing Chinese with them.
It's a budget-friendly alternative to hiring a tutor!
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED
A: NR7T?
B: o
A: B, ZREBEELIRT,
B: B
ENGLISH
A: What time is it?
B: Nine o'clock.
A: Oh, I have to go to class.
B: See you.
PINYIN
A: Jidian le?
B: Jiu dian.
A: 0, wo yao qu shangke le.
B: Zaijian.
TRADITIONAL
A: MET ?
B: FLBbo
A: B, ZREELRT,
B: BR.

VOCABULARY



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
K7 BET jidian le what time is it phrase
= B didn o'clock adverb
ik h jit nine numeral
54 B o oh conjunction
2 = yao to be going to, have to verb

= = qu to go verb
iR LR shangke to attend class verb
Bl BR zaijian goodbye phrase
SAMPLE SENTENCES

MENLRT ? REVARR T =R AT,

Xianzai ji didn le?

What time is it now?

Ni'de péngyou qi dian lai de.

Your friends came at 7 o'clock.

TF45:,
Xiawd si dian.

Four o'clock in the afternoon.

tEE—NNANEREE,
Ta baba yijiti ba jid nian lai Méiguo.

His dad came to America in 1989.

B, RERFE!
0, méiyou xishoujian.

Oh, there is no washroom!

BARFATZE RN,
Mingtian women yao qu Hangzhéu.

Tomorrow, we are going to Hangzhou.

TRXEERBA?
Xia zhoumo shéi qu haibian ?

Who is going to the beach next weekend?

BET =R
W6 qu le dongwu yiyuan.

| went to the animal hospital.

BERE,
Wé qu gongyuan.
I'm going to the park.

RILRELIR?
Niji dian yao shangke?

What time do you have to go to class?

BR, B8,
Zaifian, wo hui xiang ni.

Goodbye, I'll miss you.

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson is Asking and Telling the Time.
=72
"What time is it?"

To ask the time, you can use the phrase in this lesson's dialogue:

N7 ?
Jidian le?
"What time is it?"

Here is some basic time-telling:

1. s,
Jiti dian
"Nine o'clock"
OR

2. FLaEh
Jid dian zhong
"Nine o'clock"

Either option is acceptable.

£..."To Have to Do Something"

B, HREXLRT,
0, wo yao qu shangke le.
"Oh, | have to go to class."

The & (Ya0), as used in this sentence pattern, is an auxiliary verb we use to talk about what one will do or
what one is obliged to do in the future.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

BT
B 42
FA L H o

%o

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

A

ENGLISH

HERT
R8T A2

A

L

"7 A 1 o

4

W6 ¢ le.

Ni xiang chi shénme?

W04 xiang chi miantiao.

Hao.

CONT'D OVER



I'm hungry.

> B: What do you want to eat?
5. A: | want to eat noodles.
4. B: Okay.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
H e & hungry adjective
would like, to
gt 7 xi&ng wantlove to verb, phrase
2 w7 chi to eat verb
A  BE shénme what pronoun
ES VTR(ES miantiao noodle noun
yaa yaa hao good adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES
RA M BRI/ EEEKRTT o
Wo bu e wo hén xiang qu danshi tai gui le .

I'm not hungry.

| would love to go butitis too expensive.

KB EFEE

W6 xiang qu kankan.

| want to have a look.

KM zZE R

¥z o

"W0 xiang chi shupian .
h&ochr ."

| want to eat potato chips.
Delicious.




A RATR S Ko

ta méi tian dou chi hén duod shicai .

She eats a lot of vegetables every day.

AN

Yao chi shénme?

What do you want to eat?

At 47

Ni shuo shénme?

What did you say?

R T AARA 4

Zhe jia canting miantiao hén yduming.

The noodles at this restaurant are very
famous.

e

HE ARG -

wo ganjué hén hao .

=

g8y R AL %R Lk
7 o

ta zhénde shi gé hén hao de rén . shanliang you

| feel good. dafang .
He is a really good person, kind and
generous.

A HAR AT

Jiazhou hén hao.

California is very nice.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

¥ (hdo) "good”

This is a very versatile word in Chinese. In the context of this lesson, we use it to

acknowledge; much like "okay" or "all right."

BRT . (Ws é le.)"I'm hungry."

This is a set phrase. Throw it out there, and there is sure to be someone offering to treat you to

something delicious to eat!

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is, "Would Like, to Desire, to Want" - Z@\ (xidng)

PRABIZ A 42

"What do you want to eat?"




The verb %8 (xidng) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, a modal verb
indicates the desire to do something.

A7 H S5
Wo xiang chi miantiao.
"l want to eat noodles."

When used in this context, e (xidng) must be followed by a verb, a clause, or a sentence.

Using the Question Word 'What' - 4 (shénme)

WA 42
Ni xiang chi shénme?
"What do you want to eat?"

When using the question word "what" in a sentence, the word order is different than English.
The "what" comes at the end, not at the beginning, as if it would in English. In Chinese, the
order is like this: "You would like to eat what?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Quickest Way to a Chinese Friend's Heart...

The Chinese love their food, and love to share a meal with friends. In China, if someone
invites you to a meal, it generally means that they are treating. The quickest way to a Chinese
friend's heart is to compliment the food. The Chinese are passionate about their cuisine and
love to introduce the famous foods of their region to a foreign friend.
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED
A: FMFEE, X)LBIRIEILS?
B: B Lo
A: BHEHRo
B RES.
ENGLISH
A: Excuse me, is there a restaurant around here?
B: Over there.
A: Thank you.
B: You're welcome.
PINYIN
A: Buhdoyisi, zhér ydu fanguanr ma?
B: Zainar.
A: Xiexie ni.
B: Bu keqi
TRADITIONAL
A: AMrRE, ERARERNE?
B: Ao
A: EIE R0
B RERo

VOCABULARY



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class

FFER =R buhdo yisi excuse me phrase, expression
X)L, ER zhér here

= =) you to have verb

TRTE)L EREESE fanguanr restaurant noun

3 = zai at

AL A5 nar there

HHEHER EIEINON Xiexie ni thank you phrase

rES FER Bu keqi you're welcome phrase
SAMPLE SENTENCES

FFER, RIEIHAVEG ?
Buhaoyisi, ni jianguo wo de gou ma ?

Excuse me, have you seen my dog?

Buhaoyisi, ging zai shué yi bian, hao ma?

Excuse me, please say that again, okay?

BEX Lo S L

W6 zai zher. Wo méiyou qian .

I'm here. | have no money.
BHEIEG? R FEBEAZHIRT

you dianhua ma ?

Do you have a phone?

tamen yuanzili you tai dué laji le .

They have too much garbage in their garden.

X)L EEBES ?
Zher you tushdguan ma?

Is there a library around here?

XFRIRIE) LIRE %o
Zhe jia fanguanr hén youming.

This restaurant is really famous.

f7ESE,
T3 zai houmian.

He isin the back.

P FEITEAR) Lo
Xishoujian zai nar.

The washroom is there.

BHERAYALYD,
Xiéxie ni de liwd.

Thank you for your gift.

RES.
Bu keqi

You're welcome.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



Being polite in Chinese:
FFER (Buhaoyisi) is a word that one can use to apologize or to excuse oneself. It is a good word to use
to open a conversation when making an inquiry with a stranger.

SR (Xiexie ni) means "thank you." You can also just say i (Xiexie) for short.

Restaurants:
There are a few ways to refer to a restaurant in Chinese. Our dialogue uses iR$E)J L (fangudnn), but at times
you will hear other terms such as iRI& (fandian) or &IT (canting).

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is & (you) "to express existence"
X)LBIRIBILIE ?

"Is there a restaurant around here?"

& (You) is a verb that we can use to indicate existence (like "there is" or "there are" in English). Typically, a
phrase indicating time or place will precede you, as in our lesson dialogue:

X)LBIRIE)LS ?

Zher you fanguanr ma?

"Is there a restaurant here?"

The pattern is:

(time / place) + you + (noun)

£ (zai) "at, in"

£ (zai) is a preposition we use to identify the location where an action takes place. In most cases, it
precedes the verb phrase but follows after both the subject and time phrases. The location follows
directly after the preposition7E (zai).

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Never Far from a Place to Eat in China!

In China, you are never far from a restaurant. From large, posh restaurants to side of the road stalls,
delicious food is always around the corner. It's always good to ask a local's opinion. Of course..they know
where the good food is at!
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

fr At 42
ﬁt/ﬂ\] %\\E‘ HZ@%O
(A IE AT R

Xt o

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

A

ENGLISH

T & A 2
FATEzE o
TR AP 4 vz kT 2

#o

Ni dian shénme?
W&men xiang chi miantiao.
Nimen dou chi miantido ma?

Dui.

CONT'D OVER



A What do you want to order?

> B: We want to eat noodles.
5 A You both are having noodles?
4. B: Yes.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
A H E shénme what pronoun
& 2 dian to order (food) verb
S #B dou all, both adverb,adjective
e XN £ 1 women we, us pronoun
A R AA nimen you (plural)
would like, to
AE AE xiang wantlove to verb, phrase
3 3 chi to eat verb
bl H dui correct adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

AT 47 (SN

Ni shuo shénme? Ni bang wd dian ba.

What did you say? You order for me.

FI AR AT A Z KKK
lidng bén shd dou zai dazhé. W& men dou xihuan giatian.
Both books are on sale. We all like autumn.




HATH = 3 FATHRA

W&men dou xihuan ta. Wo&men dou hén hao.
We all like him. We are all very good.
PRAT R 52 REREEEZRTT .
Nimen lai gud ma? wo hén xiang qu danshi tai gui le .
Have you been here before? | would love to go butitis too expensive.
BEEEE REZER
W0 xiang qu kankan. ﬁ% s
"W0 xiang chi shupian .
| want to have a look. haochi "

| want to eat potato chips.

Delicious.
WA RAVAR % 3 3o Bt 4r
ta méi tian dou chi hén dud shucai . Yao chi shénme?
She eats a lot of vegetables every day. What do you want to eat?

X, #HAEEE A

Dui, wd shi Meiguorén.

Yes, | am American.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is "All, Both" - %]3 (dou)

PRAT TR IZ T MG 2

"You both are having noodles?"

%IS (dou) is an adverb we use to express the concept "all," or in the case of two things, "both,"
regarding the subject or the topic.

The sentence pattern is:

(subject) + dou + (verb phrase)



Our lesson dialogue had an example of this kind of sentence:

TRAT TR A, T 2 i
Nimen déu chi miantiao ma?
"You both are eating noodles?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Getting Their Attention in China!

To get a waiter/waitress's attention in China, you may need to learn the phrase i &zgn!
(fawuyuan), which means "waiter." Most times, to get service in a restaurant, you will have to

use this phrase to call the waiter over to your table for service. Don't be shy!
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED
A: gFizg ?
B: 12, REFz.
A: KIZIE T,
B: RIZIET,
ENGLISH
A: Are they delicious?
B: Yes, very delicious.
A: I'm full.
B: I'm full too.
PINYIN
A: Hdochi ma?
B: En, hén haochi.
A: W3 chi bao le.
B: W0 yé chi bao le.
TRADITIONAL
A: yFizg ?
B: i3, RiFiz,
A: Kz 7o
B: RIZE T,

VOCABULARY



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class

¥z iz haocht delicious adjective

i = en uh-huh, hmm, huh interjectory particle
B B hén very, very much adverb

IZieT iZ8a 7 chibao le full (of food) expression

1 i) yé also, too adverb

oF oF hao adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES

EEZBEEZRIFIZEVREE,

Zhége nii de zhéngzai xidngshou hdochi de pisa.

The woman is enjoying delicious pizza.

BB ERERBLFIZ,
Zhege pisa kangqilai hén haochi.

The pizza looks delicious.

Tz AR EE
hadochi de pisa

delicious pizza

EFRIERFIZ.
Zhe nidrou féichang haochi.

This beef is very delicious.

The NERRIFIZ.
Qidokeli dangao hén haochi.

Chocolate cake is pretty delicious.

XEHBEFZ !
Zhé dao cai hén hdo chr.

This dish is very delicious!

& 2355 ? IREAEX)L?
En? Maiké? Ni zénme zai zhér?

Huh? Mike? Why are you here?

/_/_\%ﬁ?%?ﬁﬁltl\o
Jintian wan de hén kaixin.

Today was great fun.

MZi8 T FeEE.
Chibdo le cainéng zéu.

You can't leave until you are full.

I R
Kaféi yé hao.

Coffee is good too.

b BIRAFIT A
T3 yé shi Aodaliya rén.

He is also Australian.

st BB Ao
T4 shi ge haorén.

She is a good person.

HIZHBY)
hdochi de shiwu

good food

HE BT
dui shénti hdo

good for one's body




R B R8T RRTRLT

Shdcai dui ni de shénti hao. wo ganjué hén hao .
Vegetables are good for you. | feel good.
HENEMEFHA. ERX KA, ININTREF o

ta zhénde shi gé hén hao de rén . shanliang you Jiazhéu hén hao.
dafang. California is very nice.
He is a really good person, kind and generous.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

1287, (chibao le) "I'm full!" is an important phrase to learn in Chinese. Chinese people love to keep
feeding you, and as long as you keep eating, plan to see your plate getting dished out with more food! &
(en) is a great catch-all acknowledgment word. Depending on the tone of voice, it can mean anything
from a simple acknowledgment, like we have here, similar to "uh-huh" in English, to a more questioning
"huh?" Listen for the tone of voice and context, and it will be easy to get which 12 (en) it is.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson ist (yé).
iz
"I'm full too.”

Iz T,
Wo yé chibado le.
"I'm full too."

The adverb 1 (yé) means "too" or "also." In Chinese, it comes after the subject (if any), and before the
verb. The 1 (yé) cannot come before the subject or at the end of the sentence.

Another Example:
JERBIBLF,

Béijing yé hen hao.
"Beijing is nice too."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Dishing it Out in China!

Chinese people love to feed their guests—it's an important way of showing hospitality in Chinese culture.
As long as you keep eating, plan to see your plate getting dished out with more food! Using IZi87 (chi
bao le) is a good way to stem the flow of food coming your way.
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED
A: AR5 53, E& !
B: 1849, +\7t
A: i, EEH!
B: +i\Rek !
ENGLISH
A: Waiter, the bill!
B: Hello. Eighteen RMB.
A: Wow, so cheap!
B: Eighteen RMB!
PINYIN
A: Fawuyuan, maidan!
B: Ninhao, shiba yuan.
A: Wa, zhén pianyi!
B: Shiba kuai gian!
TRADITIONAL
A kB8, BE !
B 1897, +i\7to
A i, EEH!
B + i\ 588 !

VOCABULARY



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
+\ +\ shiba eighteen numeral
X HE maidan to bring the check (at a restaurant) phrase
=N E= pianyi inexpensive; cheap adjective
R B8 kuai (measure word for money) measure word
RS 5 RFEE fGwlyudn  waiter noun
7T 7T yuan main denomination of the RMB
57 3 gian money noun
13 £ wa wow interjectory particle
=1 =1 zhén really adverb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
RWAS::] +i\5%

shiba nian qian

eighteen years ago

shiba hao

number eighteen

gFr+\®BEEF L. +\

Shuzi shiba béi xiézai mén shang. shiba

The number eighteen is written on the door. 18

FI\ELRE? ARs55, £ !
Shiba zénmeyang? Fuwuyuan, maidan!

What about eighteen kuai?

Waiter, the bill!

EE—=)L, AIE?
Pianyi yidianr, kéyi ma?

Can (you) make it a little cheaper?

XEBF—BRE.
Zhe tido qunzi yi bai kuai gian.

This skirt isa hundred RMB.

ARs55, K8 !

Fuwuayuan, maidan!

_:/H\::+7TGO

Yigong érshi yuan.

Waiter, the bill! All together, it's twenty RMB.
e AR(ESB ANTETE
hua gian Nage nanrén zai fu qian.

spend money

The man is paying money.




ES 7
Méichao

US paper money

IR ERA
fu gian mai dongxi

pay money for goods

i
zhibi

paper money

BARX Y mEARTS.
Qian yonglai zhifd wapin huo fawad.

Money is used as payment for goods and services.

EEEENEY
limian you gian de gianbao

wallet with money inside

163R%%,
Shi'lia kuai gian.

Sixteen Renminbi.

i, FZHEM,
Wa, hdo dué shiging a.

Wow, so many things!

Jintian zhén ré.

It's really hot today.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

RS 5 (Fuwuayuan) "Waiter"

This is the standard term of address for a waiter in a restaurant in China. In some areas, a waitress will be
referred to as /)M (xidojie), which means "Miss." However, in some areas, this term has a negative
connotation, so AR & (Fuwuayuan) may be the better term to stick to.

L& (maidan)"the bill"

In China, generally the waiter will not bring the bill until you use this term to ask for it.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is Money Words

Ti\RE% !
"Eighteen RMB!"

There are a few different ways to refer to the Chinese Renminbi in everyday speech.

1. 187t (yuan) (more formal)

2. 183R%k (kuai gian)
OR, for short:
3. 183k (kuai)

H + (adjective)

B{EH ! (zhén pianyi!) "Really cheap!"



There are a few ways to intensify adjectives in Chinese. One way is using & + the adjective, as we saw in
this lesson dialogue. You can also use:

1.1REE
hén pianyi
"very cheap"
2.FBEEE
féichang pianyi
"extremely cheap"

Measure Words

Measure words are a type of Chinese word we use to count or measure nouns. Most nouns in Chinese
have one or more measure words associated with them. Similar nouns often use the same measure word.
For example, zhris the measure word for most animals: nido ("bird"), gou ("dog"), and mao ("cat") all use
it.

English has some words, which are similar to Chinese measure words. For example, you can't say "a
bread." Instead, you say "a slice of bread." The word "slice" functions the same way as Chinese measure
words. You always use these words when you are enumerating an amount of something. We see an
example of this in today's dialogue where it talks about an amount of money.

For Example:
183R%% (18 kuai gian)

The measure word for "money" is #& (kuai), as we see here. You can think of it as eighteen 'pieces' of
money.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Restaurants

You may find the culture of a Chinese restaurant quite different from what you are used to in your home
country. Chinese restaurants are generally very noisy and boisterous. The service is different as well. In
most cases, you have to call out to the waiter for service. So learn BR$Z R (fdwdyuan), and be ready to call
it out over the din, or you may be waiting longer than you anticipate for the waiter to appear.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A R 2SN E A ?
 B: AR, KA
A o, rEshE AL
B B

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A TSN BAE?

- B: HAm, REFE,

A o, reshEIAL

~ B: BELE.
PINYIN

A NI shi waiguérén ma?

- B: Duibuqi,wé tingbuddng.

A O, ni shiwaiguoérén!

- B: W0 tingbuddng.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



Are you a foreigner?

Waigudrén yao xuéhao hanyu shéngdiao hén

kinnan.

It is difficult for a foreigner to learn Chinese

tones well.

Duibugi, wd hén méang.

Sorry, I'm very busy.

B: I'm sorry, | don't understand.
A: Oh, you are a foreigner!
B: | don't understand.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
ShE A ShE A waiguérén foreigner noun
Xt A AR duibuqi I'm sorry phrase
to not
ik o o oh conjunction
= P shi to be
SAMPLE SENTENCES
S E N B F 5 R AR M . XA EAR T

KA, FHE—E, F5?

W6 tingbuddng, ging zai shud yi bian, hdo ma?

| cannot understand. Please say it again,

OK?

(GSREREE RN

Ni shuo de hua wo tingbuddng.

| don't understand what you are saying.




o, BAWEF A W N REE

O, méiydu xishoujian. Ta ldogong shi yishéng.

Oh, there is no washroom! Her husband is a doctor.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

X'J';f‘ﬂ (duibugqi) is another word you can use to apologize or excuse yourselfin Chinese.

We generally use it interchangeably with Iﬁ?ﬁuwu\ (buhdoyisi). NESPN waigudrén
("foreigner")—you are likely to hear this word a lot as you walk the streets of China.
Sometimes you will even hear people call it out to you or others as you pass. The Chinese
are very curious about foreigners, and the smaller the city, the more attention you will garner,
so be prepared! We use W AfE (tingbudong) specifically when speaking of 'not
understanding' something you heard.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is I:DT‘Z_\"E ("1 don't understand™)
BT ANME.

Ws tingbudasng.

"l don't understand”

n)'l";f\“lﬁ, (tingbudsng) "'l don't understand”

Verb complements like the one here are special structures in Chinese that we use to indicate

that itis or is not possible to reach a conclusion or result. To break it down, ﬂﬁ?‘%
(tingbudong) literally means "hear not understand.” You use this phrase in particular when
you don't understand something that has been said.

On the flip side, if you do understand, you can use this phrase to let them know:
T 154&E (tingdedang)

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Breaking the Stereotype Barrier




China's foreign population is growing at a rapid pace. Enticed by economic opportunities,
cultural, and travel opportunities, we find people from all over the world within China's
borders. While this population is growing, it is still miniscule compared to the size of the native
Chinese population. Outside of large urban centers such as Shanghai, and Beijing, the
opportunity of seeing a foreign face is scant. If you travel to smaller cities and villages, you will
probably draw stares from the locals. Don't be offended. You now have tasted whatitis like to
be a movie star, drawing attention wherever you go. In many cases, you may be the first
foreigner that a Chinese person has ever seen. If this is the case, take advantage of the
opportunity, and practice out your Chinese. The person may be very bewildered since what
they know about foreigners comes from mass media and second hand stories. Take the
chance to break stereotypes.
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED

A:

ENGLISH

PINYIN

TRADITIONAL

VOCABULARY

FFEITEM)L ?

B FRFE,

BB FRFE ?

pg =

Where is the bathroom?
We don't have a bathroom.
You don't have a bathroom?

No, we don't.

Xishoujian zai nar?
Méiyou xishoujian.
Méiyou xishoujian?

Méiyou.

FREEWR ?
RERFR.
RERFE?

REo.



Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
FFiaEl HFE xishdujian bathroom noun

= 7= zai at

06 L OB 52 nar where pronoun
BiZ=] 2B méiydu to not have verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

S FEITEAR) Lo CEET ST

Xishoujian zai nar. Ta zai houmian.

The washroom is there. He isin the back.

fRITEMIL?

Nimen qu nar?

HRB NI M,

Wo méiyou jian guo ta.

Where are you going? | haven't seen him before.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

& Fi8] (xishoujian) "washroom/bathroom" literally means, "wash hands room." You can also use the
term PR (césuc) "toilet" to inquire after the facilities.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is ;&% ("to not have") and )L ("where")
FFETEMIL?

Xishéujian zai nar?

"Where is the bathroom?"

BEKFiE, (Méiyou xishéujian) "We don't have a bathroom."
®B (méiyou), literally, "to not have." This is the negative form of the verb & (ydu), which means "to
have" when the subject is something that can have possession—people, things, places, etc.

The negation of the verb & (you) is always &8 (méiyou). It does not take R (bu) in its negative form like
most other verbs.

W)L (nar) "Where"

SRFEITEW) L ? (Xishdujian zai nar?) "Where is the bathroom?"
Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the "where" comes at the end of the question in
Chinese. The 7£ (zai) is a preposition meaning "at" or "in."



There are two ways of saying "where" in Chinese, depending on the region the speaker is from. One is as
in our dialogue: B) L (nan. The other is BiE (nali). They are interchangeable.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Bathroom Basics

Bathrooms in China have a reputation for being scary places, however in recent years, bigger cities like
Beijing and Shanghai have done a lot to build and clean up public bathrooms. In many areas, you can
find a clean public bathroom to use, for a small token fee. As a tip, you may want to carry toilet paper
with you at all times, as many bathrooms are not equipped with toilet paper. With the rise of fast food
restaurants and coffee chains in China, you also can try these sorts of places when you are in need of a
bathroom.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

. A: Xﬁ$ﬁ> —M:——‘FO
- B: HEL?

A HiL—To

B o, A

TRADITIONAL CHINESE
. A: %ﬂ»;f:%@) %5%—47:0
- B: e

A HE— o

. B: ”’ﬁi ) %ﬂ»;f:/;}éo
PINYIN

A Duibuqi, rang yixia.

- B: En?

A Qing rang yixia.

- B: O, duibuqi.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



A Excuse me, let me through.

> B: Huh?
3 A: Please let me through.
4. B: Oh, sorry.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
sorry, excuse
ot A A #H R A duibugi me expression
=T T rang yixia let (me) through phrase
uh-huh, hmm, interjectory
"% "R en huh particle
iF il qing please
SAMPLE SENTENCES
XA, IF E KR E £ LY FHEE, E—T
Duibuqi, gqing wen Changchéng Fandian zai nar? Buhaoyisi, rang yixia.
Excuse me, can you tell me where the Sorry, can you let me through?
Great Wall Hotel is?
e Ew? E ALY ®, FHER, FHL
En? Maike? Ni zénme zai zher? O, buhaoyisi, qingzuo.
Huh? Mike? Why are you here? Oh, sorry! Please sit.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



X‘J‘TE (duibuqi) is another word you can use to apologize or excuse yourselfin Chinese.
We generally use itinterchangeably with /Tﬁ,wu (buhdoyisi).

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Moderating Tone of Voice
Hik—TF.

"Please let me through."

ik —F (rang yixia)

Tacked onto the end of a verb, — | (yixia) softens the tone of a statement. It is more polite.
Some other commonly used expressions using —F (yixia) are:

. B—F
kan yixia
"Have a look."

2. Hr—F
fing yixia
"Have a listen."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Compactor

This dialogue will come in handy as you maneuver your way through the crowded buses,
subways, and streets of China. Many times in China, you may find yourself waiting in a large
jumble of people, instead of an orderly line. The rules of engagement change from politeness
to every man for themselves. Even if there is one inch between you and the person in front of
you, itis considered open space. This is especially true while waiting in line at ticket counters
and train stations.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A BN EELAE, REm#EETHILG?
- B: Fo3l

A R UG —Tg?

B SR

A B

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A KR EAEAE, R AR e
- B: Fo3l
A WAL — T
- B: AR
A Bl
PINYIN
A Wo&men xiang qu Béihai Gongyuan, ni zhidao zai nar ma?
- B: Zhidao.
A Ni kéyi xié yixia ma?

CONT'D OVER



4. B: Dangran.

5 A: Xiexie.
ENGLISH
1 A We want to go to Beihai Park; do you know where itis?
o B: Yes.
5 A Can you write it down?
4. B: Of course.
5 A Thanks.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
Béihai
P =2/ 3t A E Gongyuan Beihai Park noun
would like, to
78 78 xiang wantlove to verb, phrase
of course,
SRS = dangran indeed phrase
— T — T yixia for a while measure word
= = xié to write verb
RS RS kéyi can verb
Sl a8 5 n&r where pronoun
%E %E zai at




LRy LRy zhidao to know, know verb

*= *= to go verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
SR N = /N R RREEEZATT o

Women zhoumo qu Béihai gongyuan ba.

How about we go to Beihai Park on the
weekend?

wo hén xiang qu danshi tai gui le .

I would love to go butitis too expensive.

BEEFF

W6 xiang qu kankan.

| want to have a look.

Lk E !

W4 dangran xihuan!

Of course | like it!

%% —F.

NI d&ng wo yixia.

Wait for me a moment.

TEFRER.
Ni xiézi hén piaoliang.

You write so beautifully.

(G NS AT

Ni kéyi jiao wo Lili.

You can call me Lili.

PRAT L2

Nimen qu nar?

Where are you going?

AEEE.

Ta zai houmian.

He is in the back.

T 0 38 i 19 4 5 7 2

Ni zhidao ta de mingzi ma?

Do you know her name?

W RATAKE T 2 Fr X3 =
KBETHE,

yéxu wdmen ydngyuan buhui zhidao zhége
xiguan shi laiyuan ya nali .

We will probably never know the origins of
this habit.

0 8 7] AR A %

W0 zhidao weénti de daan .

I know the answer to the question.

i k0 38t 2 1 PG P

Ni zhidao ta shi shéi ma?

Do you know who he is?

K==

W6 qu binguan.

I'm going to the hotel.




VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

:“_’,}E/A\@ (Béihdi gongyuan) is a famous park northwest of the Forbidden City in Beijing.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Moderating Tone of Voice, 3'.’_5\ ("to desire"), and Answering
Yes/No Questions

R DNE—TEe

"Can you write it down?"

5—TF (xié yixia) ""Write it down."
Tacked onto the end of a verb, — | (yixia) softens the tone of a statement. It is more polite.
Some other commonly used expressions using —F (yixia) are:

. B
kan yixia
"Have a look."

e Br—F
ting yixia
"Have a listen."

ﬁ, xidng ("Would like, to desire, to want")

The verb %8 (xidng) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, itis a modal
verb that indicates the desire to do something.

For Example:
L BT ERILE AR

Women xiang qu Beihdi Gongyuan...
"We want to go to Beihai Park..."



When used in this context, we must follow e (xidng) with a verb, a clause, or a sentence.

Answering a Yes/No Question

To answer in the affirmative, one simply repeats the main verb in the sentence.
For Example:
L ARFITEAEYR LI

Ni zhidao zai nir ma?
"Do you know where itis?"

2 HWE.
Zhidao.
llYeS."

To answer in the negative, one just adds the word "/[' (b)) in front of the verb. /4~ (ba) is the
word we use in Chinese to express the negative.

Please note that we often drop the subjectin Chinese. No need to say, "l know." You can
simply say "know."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Chinese Written Word

Attimes, even Chinese people need to see things written down (sometimes on paper, or
sometimes they will even trace a character out onto the palm of their hand) because a lot of
Chinese words are homophones, meaning they are different characters, but have the same
pronunciation. So sometimes, the best way to avoid confusion is to have something written
down. It can ward off a lot of confusion!
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

- A

;E, %_

Nk

o

RE, Bt

R, REFiz,

HARE,

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

- A

PINYIN

A

*k, E—E
y = =o

RE, HH.

KB, Rz,

BAE,

Lai, changyichang.

BU yao, xiexie.

Lai ba. Hén haochi.

CONT'D OVER



4. B: Wo bu yao.
ENGLISH
1A Come, have a taste.
2. B | don't want any, thanks.
3. A Come on. It's delicious.
4. B: | don't want it.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
e P lai to come verb
2 = chang to taste verb
(negative
ZD ZD bu prefix) adverb
] yao to want verb
(particle;
ifu] i[u] ba denotes particle
suggestion)
B B hén very, very much adverb
Y05 Y05 haochi delicious adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES



fth S ReE 3K, EEX

Ta jintian wanshang lai. Changchang zhege.

He is coming tonight. Have a taste of this.
ﬁz:iki/qﬂij,o 1@g_gﬁé&o

WO bu renshi ta. Ta yaoyi zhang zhi.

| don't know him. He wants a piece of paper.
y%) %/n\ EO é\% _/E’TEJ:FILI\

Hao, wo dian ba. Jintian wan de hén kaixin.
Okay, I'll order. Today was great fun.
155 IR R IZ, XIERRIFIZ!

Qiaokeli dangao hén haochr. Zhe dao cai hén hao chi.
Chocolate cake is pretty delicious. This dish is very delicious!
GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Reduplication of Verbs
2

changyichang

"Come have a taste."

We use verb reduplication to deemphasize an action. It implies that the action is only
done slightly or only for a short period of time.

We can say monosyllabic verbs twice in a row or have an unstressed yi (—) in between.
For example, kan ("to look") becomes kan kanor kan yi kan ("to have a look" or "to look

a little bit"). Disyllabic verbs are repeated one after the other without — yi: ren shi ("to
get to know") becomes rén shiren shi("to get to know a little").



We can use verb reduplication in commands to make the request sound less harsh.
The structure is:

(verb) + (verb)

or

(monosyllabic verb) + yi+ (monosyllabic verb)

Modal Particle Il (ba) - Making a Suggestion

IE (ba) is a modal particle with two main functions. The first is to make suggestions.

For Example:
L KM
jin qu ba

"Let's go inside."

2. 5'%”@
Lai ba.
"Come on."

We also use I (ba) to seek agreement about one's conjectures. Ending a statement with

IE (ba) is similar to using a tag question in English (e.g., "Wouldn't you agree?" / "Don't
you think so?" / "Right?" etc.).

Normally, we cannot use I (ba) at the end of questions.

Forming the Negative - 5 (bu)

/(bd) is an adverb we use to make verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs negative. When

/N(bo) negates an adjective or adverb, it comes right before that word in the sentence.
However, when it modifies a verb,



/N(bd) comes before the whole phrase, including prepositions and auxiliary verbs.

Language Tip - The 4 (bd) Tone Change Rule

When the character /~(bd), which we pronounce in the fourth tone, precedes another
character that is also fourth tone, the pronunciation of /~(bt) changes to second tone

(bd). So, as we saw in this lesson's dialogue, 2 (bt yao) when spoken, actually is
pronounced as [bu yao].

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Market Inflation

In Chinese markets, the sellers can be quite persistent. At times, you may have to refuse
numerous times and quite emphatically before they give up. It's just a different marketing
style. Also, don't forget to bargain on the price. The price quoted to you can often be very
overinflated as the seller is expecting that you will attempt to talk price before agreeing
on a final purchase price.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

W, Hg T IL?
B H o
76 " ?

Fik.

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

A

ENGLISH

R, A
TR -

o 2

st

-
[

Qingwen, ditié zai nar?

Zai gianmian.

Yuan ma?

Bu yuan.

CONT'D OVER



A Excuse me, where is the subway?
> B: Up ahead.
5. A: Is it far?
4. B: Not far.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
1% 7] 77 [H ging wén may | ask
Hb £k Hb ditié subway noun
7 7 zai at
prepositional
Hl H il gianmian in front ohrase
7t % yuan far adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES
i, RETEEAE? i o] & 5t 4E?

Qingwen ni shibushi Wang Xiansheng?

May | ask, are you Mr. Wang?

Qingwen nin gui xing?

May | ask your name?

Atk %, RTE.

Zuo ditié qu, hén fangbian.

Taking the subway is really convenient.

A 5

Ta zai houmian.

He is in the back.

TR AE BB H T

Ni zai wo de gidnmian.

You're in front of me.

HEFH, KT

wé kanbujian , tai yuan le .

| can't see it, it's too far away.




X B BRI

W4 jia li zhéli hén yuan.

My house is very far from here.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Directional Phrases

FEHI TH .

"Up ahead.”

To tell someone the location of something, you can use the structure in this lesson's dialogue.
For Example:
i TERIH
zai gianmian
"up ahead" (literally, "at/in front")
Use the preposition T (zal), plus the location.
For Example:
i fEAA

zai zuobian
"on the left side"

e A
zai youbian
"on the right side"

BB )L, ndr ("Where")




i HERAERR )L
Ditié zai nar?
"Where is the subway?"

Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the ‘where' comes at the end of the
question in Chinese. The 1E (zal) is a preposition meaning "at" or "in."

There are two ways of saying "where" in Chinese, depending on the region the speaker is
from. One is as in our dialogue: Wk )L (nar), the otheris IR B (ndli). They are interchangeable.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Transport in Major Chinese Cities

Riding the subway is a convenient way to get around Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou.
More cities in China are drawing up plans to build metro lines. Cities such as Chengdu, and
Zhengzhou are experiencing large amounts of infrastructure upgrades. In Beijing, 800,000
trips are made everyday on Line 5 alone. Line 5 which opened in 2007 was planned to have
800,000 passengers in 2032. Since more and more cars are hitting the roads in China's
major cities, citizens are turning more to public transportation to beat the traffic jams. For only
2 RMB you can travel as far as you want on the Beijing subway system. In Shanghai and
Guangzhou however the fee is based on how far you want to travel.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A B KA
B FF. LHEER,
A LIS Bk X

~ B: LESE

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A B REHE?
- B: B, LREZ,
A BELDE?
~ B: X
PINYIN
A Dao Da Wang Lu ma”?
- B: Bu dao. Qi lu ché dao.
A Chépiao dudshao gian?
- B: Liang kuai gian.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



Does this go to Da Wang Road?

> B: No, it doesn't. Bus number seven goes there.
5 A: How much is the bus fare?
4 B: Two RMB.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
| | dao to arrive verb
[l M liang two numeral
%, 67 gian money noun
how much, how
% /b % /b dudshao many phrase
ZE HE chépiao bus ticket noun
% = ché vehicle noun
+ + qi seven numeral
7.8 7.8 U road, way noun
\'%fﬁi %fﬁf Nanjing Nanjing proper noun
(measure word
B I, kuai for money) measure word
SAMPLE SENTENCES
MK A BB % A2 HANER B4R

Coéng zhébian dao nabian yao dugjiu? Liang ge pinggud wu kuai gian.

How long does it take to go from here to
there?

Two apples are five yuan.




16345

Shi liu kuai gian.

Sixteen Renminbi.

TR A
Zhégeé dudshao gian?

How much is this?

FRLZOR?
Chépiao dub shao gian?

How much is the bus fare?

TR It % 5?2

Ni hui kaiché ma?

Do you know how to drive a car?

FATE A F A7 LA

Women de gongsi you qi ge rén.

There are seven people in our company.

RERAMELTE NN TR
%t

wod méi tian dou yao hua si ge xidoshi zai
shangxiaban de Ilushang .

| have to spend four hours on the way to
and from work.

T A LY

Hudi hai lu zai nar?

Where is Huai Hai Road?

B — N RS AT

Nanjing shi yigé lishi youjii de chéngshi.

Nanjing is a city with a long history.

T — 3 R o .

Xia yi zhan shi Nanjing lu.

Next stop is Nanjing Road.

KRBT —H R

Zhé tiao qunzi yi bai kuai gian.

This skirtis a hundred RMB.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

The word for road in Chinese is % (/o). The word for street is Zis) (fié). The way to describe a

bus route/number in Chinese is "bus number + % Z=" (bus number + It ché).

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Numbers

A8, EBED.

"No, it doesn't. Bus humber seven goes there."

Numbers one through ten:



Number Chinese Pinyin

1 — yi

2 - er
3 = san
4 D18} si

5 3 Wi
6 7N li
7 + qi
8 J\ ba
9 . jiti
10 + shi

? //l\, (duéshdo) "How much”

g’/l\(duéshéo) means "How much."

When inquiring about an amount of money, we use the phrase 4’9//“%2? (dudshdo qian?),
literally, "How much money?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Bus Technology

In bigger cities, buses tend to be quite modern and even have payment systems with swipe
cards or some other such technology to make bus taking simpler. However, even in
Shanghai, some routes have older buses, and feature a ticket taker who will come around to



all the passengers and collect your money and give you a ticket; the fare depending on which
stop you are getting off at. So memorize your stop—the more modern buses generally will
have a screen with the pinyin and English name of the upcoming stop on it; or if thatis not the
case, hopefully your helpful ticket lady or a fellow passenger will assist you in knowing where
to get off.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

KELEF?
PR DA W R
% LA gk 3k g2

2k 35 A 8 LI,

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

A

ENGLISH

®EBEEK?
PRT DA AR L
5 GO 4 3k v

3k A R AR .

W& zénme huijia?
Ni kéyi zuo chizuché.

Zher ydu ditié zhan ma?

Ditié¢ zhan ydu dianr yuan.

CONT'D OVER



1 A How do | get home?

> B: You can take a taxi.
5. A: Is there a subway station around here?
4. B: The subway station is a little far away.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
B A E zénme how adverb
— &L — B yidianr a little adjective/adverb
ah Ik zhan station noun
Hh 4% Hh 4, ditié subway noun
H A you to have verb
=L E i zheér here pronoun
A = B chiziché taxi noun
AR AR zud to sit verb
ERS B kéyi can verb
=] ] hui to return verb
7T % yuan far adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

EWRE 2 AEES.

Gaosu wd zénme yong yaokongqi.

Tell me how to use the remote control.

& LR
Zénme hui zhéyang?

How can it be?




A 2H— R Lo

Ta zhi hui shuo yidianr.

He can only speak a little.

=3 A?
Zhe yi zhan shi shénme?

What stop is this?

Lk, RIE.

Zuo ditié qu, hén fangbian.

Taking the subway is really convenient.

BORA o

W05 méiydu qian .

| have no money.

(ENEASEE RPN 252 N

tamen yuanzi Ii ydu tai duo laji le .

They have too much garbage in their
garden.

=LA A g

Zher ybu tushtguan ma?

Is there a library around here?

HEAZ Lo

W0 zhu zai zher.

WL E A F?

Nar you chidziché 7

[ live here. Where can | get a taxi?
AT A AL FE R DA™ 8T

Women zud chiziché ba.

Let's take a taxi.

Ni kéyi jiao wo Lili.

You can call me Lili.

HIRAERT, REBKET.

digiu tai wei xian le , W6 yao huihud xing le .

The earth is too dangerous, | will return
back to mars.

A BB T A A R K
wo xiwang wo érzi zai wo shuijiao gidn néng
huijia .

I'd like my son to return home before 1 go
to bed.

ot 4 BHR E R ?

Ta shénmeshihou huilai?

When does he come back?

KELH, RET .

wo kanbuijian , tai yuan le .

| can't see it, it's too far away.

R H X BRI,

W6 jia Ii zheli hén yuan.

My house is very far from here.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE



37T (yudn) - we learned the word for "far" in this dialogue; the word for "near" is T (jin). AL H
FHZE (zuo chazaché) means "take a taxi"; we also use the verb Ak (zuo) when speaking of
taking a bus, train, etc. AANATZE AA K (zuo géngjiaoché, zuo hudsché).

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is /& 4 (Zénme) "How"

BB A EK?

"How do | get home?"

B A (Zénme) is a pronoun we use to ask how an action is done. Itis equivalentto "how" or
"how to" in English and is followed by a verb.

The sentence pattern we use for B A (Zenme) is:
(subject) + zénme + (verb phrase)

For Example:

i HEAMEZRK?
Wo zénme huijia?
"How do | get home?"

ﬁ (You) - To Express Existence

ﬁ (You) is a verb that we can use to indicate existence (like "there is" or "there are" in
English). Typically, a phrase indicating time or place will precede 7% (you).

(time / place) + you + (noun)
For Example:
1 X UE RIS

Zher you ditié zhan ma?
"Is there a subway station here?"

ﬁ (You) - To Express Extent



ﬁ (You) is a verb that we can also use to specify the degree or extent of some quality. 7%

(you) can combine with — )L (y)) didrbefore adjectives to mean "somewhat [adjective]" or
"a little bit [adjective]."

(subject) + you + (extent) + (adjective)

For Example:

L MR A ALz
Ditie zhan you didnr yudn.
"The subway station is a little far away.'

CULTURAL INSIGHT

An Inexpensive Chinese Ride

Taxis are a relatively inexpensive way to get around in China in comparison with taxi fares in
other major cities of the world.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A

- B:

TR A8 L2
BHEEFIRH
f+ 2 #2
i Lo

R, HpHET . FRE. FH.

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A

- B:

PINYIN

A

PR A8 270 57,2
KA EE IR
B2
FE o

o, AT . B, .

Ni xiang qu nar?
W04 xiang qu Xuéyuan Lu.

Shénme IU?

CONT'D OVER



Kan zher.
5. A: O, wo zhidao le. Xuéyuan Lu. Hao de
ENGLISH
1 A Where do you wantto go?
> B: | want to go to Xueyuan Road.
5 A: What road?

4 B: Look here.

5 A: Oh, I know. Xueyuan Road. Okay.
VOCABULARY

Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class

* * qu to go verb
would like, to
gt 18 xiang wantlove to verb, phrase
kL a8 5 n&r where pronoun
- - v road, way noun
question

ft 4 93 shénme what pronoun

& kan to look verb
= L, & i zhér here pronoun
Lok Lok zhidao to know

verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES



NGRS Tk

xia zhdumod shéi qu haibian ?

Who is going to the beach next weekend?

KETHWETR.

WG qu le dongwu yiyuan.

| went to the animal hospital.

£ /N

W4 qu gongyuan.

I'm going to the park.

EREEEZARFT

wo hén xiang qu danshi tai gui le .

| would love to go butitis too expensive.

KEEFE

W6 xiang qu kankan.

| want to have a look.

PRAT =70 L2

Nimen qu nar?

Where are you going?

RERMELTE NN TR
¥ k.

wod méi tian dou yao hua si ge xiaoshi zai
shangxiaban de lushang .

| have to spend four hours on the way to
and from work.

T i S AE T L?

Huai hai lu zai nar?

Where is Huai Hai Road?

At 42

Ni zai shuo shénme?

What are you talking about?

TRV 4 %2

Ni shuo shénme ne?

What did you say?

W F R T

ta buting de zai kan pingmu .

She couldn't stop looking at the screen.

&, RIA—RE,

Ni kan, zhér ydu yi zhi nido.

Look. There is a bird here.

=LA AE?

Zhér ydu rén ma?

Is there anyone here?

SRR SE R n L

W0 zhidao zhé jian shi.

| know about this.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

PRAEEER )L (N1 xidng qu ndr?)

Sometimes for short, the taxi driver will simply say R L2 (Qu ndr?)

GRAMMAR



The Focus of This Lesson is Z'.‘E, xiang ("would like," "to desire,"” "to want")

BAR & EBE B

"l want to go to Xueyuan Road."

The verb A8 (xiang) has a few different meanings and usages. In this dialogue, itis a modal
verb that indicates the desire to do something.

For Example:

i FRAERZH SR,
W xiang chi miantiao.
"l want to eat noodles."

When used in this context, we must follow H (xidng) by a verb, a clause, or a sentence.

BB )L, nar ("where")

Unlike English, when asking the location of something, the "where" comes at the end of the
qguestion in Chinese.

For Example:

i PRAEEME)Le
Ni xiang qu nar?
"Where do you wantto go?"

There are two ways of saying "where" in Chinese, depending on the region the speaker is
from. One is as in our dialogue: B L (ndn); the other is R B (ndli). They are interchangeable.

Using the Question Word ﬁ‘ 2\ , (shénme) "what"

When forming a question with the word "what" in Chinese, generally the "what" comes at the
end of the sentence, not at the beginning like it would in English. In Chinese, the order is like
this: "You would like to eat what?"

For Example:



L RERZ AT 4
Ni xiang chi shénme?

"What do you want to eat?"

However, as in the case of this lesson's dialogue, A (Shén me) can also come before a
noun to mean "what (noun)."

For Example:

s /N %

Shénme Iu?
"What road?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Taxi Preparation

If you are a new Chinese learner, having your destination written down on a piece of paper
for the taxi drivers' reference can be of great help when taking taxis. In general, Chinese cities
are immense in size and complexity, and a lot of streets have very similar sounding names.
Therefore, your best bet is to come prepared. The taxi driver will likely thank you for it, and
you will avoid confusion and getting the run around!
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A FRZIE 4 %7

B HAE, RELKE.

A gy, HA, REEK.
B AR A

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A FREPREL?
 B: HE, AMEER,

. A: ﬁ%é@, Ei) /&*’@%E??}O

~ B: TR A E
PINYIN
A Qu Tian'anmén zénme z6u?
- B: Zhi z6u, ranhou zudzhuan.
A Hao de, zhi z6u, ranhou zudzhuan.
- B: Zai ni de youbian.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



A How do | getto Tiananmen Square?

> B: Go straight, then turn left.
3 A: Okay, go straight, then turn left.
4. B: It will be on your right.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
Az K Z P4 Tian'anmén Tian'anmen noun
A & R zénme how adverb
£ 7 z6u walk verb
adverb/
H H zhi straight adjective, adv
R E IR 1% ranhou and then, next
7 7 zud left noun
L2 1 zhudn to turn verb
=1 H you right noun
prepositional

SAMPLE SENTENCES

RZNT 7 LR

Tian'anmén guangchang shang hén yongj.

Itis very crowded in Tian'anmen Square.

EWRE 2 AEES.

Gaosu wd zénme ydong yaokongqi.

Tell me how to use the remote control.




A % e HAT A
Zénme hui zhéyang? Women zdu ba.
How can itbe? Let's go.
XA ER £

Zhe tido U yizhi zdu. Wang qian zdu.

Go straight down this road. Go straight.
AT, RXRET, BRAE LA
Bié ti le, wd you chidao le. W6 jia zai zudbian.
Don't mention it; | was late again. My house is on the left.
X EELH, EHEAE
Zheli yao you zhuan. Kao youbian ting.
Turn right here. Stop on the right.
EHEUE

Kao youbian ting.

Stop on the right.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

(place) + BAFE? (place + zénme zsu?)
This is a great phrase to memorize to ask directions anywhere. For "turn left" or "turn right,

some speakers prefer to say H¥5 (youguai) and Yarkis (zuoguadi), respectively.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Possessive Pronouns and Direction Words

BHE, REERK.

"Go straight, then turn left."”

Mandarin doesn't have possessive pronouns. We convey the meaning of a possessive
pronoun with 'pronoun’ + ) (de).



For Example:

. IR (wode)
2. ARI (nide)
s HhEY (i de)
4 TR (4 de)
5. ATIHY (wemen de)
6. YRATTHY (nimen de)

Direction Words

To convey "on your X' side," you use the following pattern as heard in this lesson's dialogue.

For Example:

L FEIRIAE .
Zai ni de youbian.
"On your right side."

o EAREIAEIA.
Zai nide zuobian.
"On your left side."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

A Famous Chinese Landmark

Tiananmen Square is one of the most recognizable landmarks in all of China. It sits at the
center of Beijing, directly across from the Forbidden City. Tiananmen Square is the largest city
square in the world measuring 440,000 sqg. meters. Close to the center of the square is Mao
Zedong's mausoleum, with The Monument to the People's Heroes located in front. Every
sunrise, and sunset there is a flag raising, and lowering ceremony. Soldiers march out to the



flagpole, all the while attracting tourists gaze. Along the western side of the square is the
Great Hall of the People, where national congresses take place, along with other dignitary
events.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A K% D H&?
- B: + A 4k
A A2
B T LR
A 4, HFE XA

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A s RER I X

~ B: + H I

A AR e ?

B T

A i, REEE.
PINYIN

A Zhegé dudshao gian?

- B: Shiwu kuai gian.

A Nagée ne?

CONT'D OVER



Shijits kuai gian.

5 A: Hao, wd mai zhege.
ENGLISH
A How much is this one?
> B: Fifteen RMB.
5 A: What about that one?
4. B: Nineteen RMB.
5. A Okay, I'll buy this one.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
X iE zhe this pronoun
(follow-up
e, e, ne question final particle
particle)
(measure word
b I, kuai for money) measure word
+ + shijit nineteen (19) numeral
+& +& shiw fifteen (15) numeral
4 % qian money noun
how much, how
% /b % /b dudsh&o many phrase




measure word

> 1@ ge (measure word)

AP Al na that pronoun
3 H mai to buy verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

KE S T RENERD,

W6 de zimu géi le wo zhegé gianbao. .

My grandmother gave me this wallet.

S R

Chéangchang zhege.

Have a taste of this.

TRV 2 %2

Ni shuo shénme ne?

What did you say?

REEE A TRUR?

W0 shi méigudrén. Ni ne?

I'm an American. And you?

AR T — B 4.

Zhé tido qunzi yi bai kuai gian.

This skirtis a hundred RMB.

ZIH T IAF

zher ydu shijii bén sha.

There are 19 books here.

THBE LB

Shiwu kuai zénmeyang?

What about fifteen kuai?

1634 .

Shi liu kuai gian.

Sixteen Renminbi.

TN % D ER?
Zhége duoshao gian?

How much is this?

A TN ZT o

W0 yéu si ge haizi.

| have four children.

|

Na shi shénme?

Whatis that?

BELAAH

W6 yao mai na bén shi.

| want to buy that book.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is 52, (zhé/zhéi) "this" and ﬁB, (na/neéi) "that"



S 2k

"How much is this one?"

o XN
Zhége dudshdo qian?
"How much is this one?"

o AR

Nagé ne?
"What about that one?"

X (zhé/zhéi) and il (na/nei) are pronouns that function like the English words "this" and
"that" respectively. In order to connect X (zhé/zhéi) and s (na/néi) to nouns, you need a

measure word before the noun, as in the above examples from the dialogue (;LX/I\ 1 BEA -
zhége / nage).

The structure is:
X (zhei) /Al (néi) + (measure word)
X (zhei) / il (nei) + (numeral, if applicable) + (measure word)

Numbers 11 to 20

11 71— (shiyi)
12 T (shien
13 = (shisan)
14 T4 (shisi)
15 T 1. (shiw)
16 17 (shiliv)
17 1 (shigi)

18



+/\ (shiba)
19 1L (shijid)
20 .1 (érshi)

WE (ne) - Forming a Follow-up Question

o XN
Zhége dudshdo gian?)
"How much is this one?"

o AR

Nage ne?
"What about that one?"

We use ¢ (ne) to form a follow-up question. Meaning, we use it to ask the same question as
the one previously asked, but about another subject or object.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Money in China

The national currency of China is the N ™ rénminbi or Yuan. The People's Bank of China
acts like the Federal Reserve of the United States, controlling the minting, and relative price of
the Yuan.

As far as the currency itself is concerned, the notes range from —ff yi jiao (one tenth of 1
RMB) to 100 A\ K. notes. The Chinese language has an embedded feature to prevent
forgeries. On Chinese notes, ‘= /[ is written as — [ If — T were used in bank statements,
it would be much easier to change the amount by adding a stroke such as “H,or—H.

Chinese notes have one common feature between them all. They all feature the founder of
the People's Republic of China, Mao Zedong. Usually on the back of the note, there is a
geographically, or culturally significant picture that represents diversity, and beauty in China.
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DIALOGUE - CHINESE

SIMPLIFIED

A:

ENGLISH

PINYIN

TRADITIONAL

R KRT !
o

EE—RJLIE,
TIRELEE?

i

Twenty RMB? That's too expensive!
It's not expensive.
Could you make it a little cheaper?

How about ten RMB?

Ershi kuai gian? Tai gui le!
BG gui.

Pianyi yididanr ba.

Shi kuai zénmeyang?

Hao de.

g KET !
&,

EE—R 5L,
TR ?

4R,



VOCABULARY

Simplified  Traditional  Pinyin English Class
g g le change of state particle particle
g ng ba (particle; denotes suggestion) particle
ENEE EERR zénmeyang  how about it question word
53 3 gian money noun
=N (= pianyi inexpensive; cheap adjective
-+ —_+ ershi twenty (20) numeral
X X tai too adverb
—=)L —EiR yidianr a little adjective/adverb
+ + shi ten (10) numeral
~ x bu (negative prefix) adverb
=" & gui expensive adjective
R b kuai (measure word for money) measure word
SAMPLE SENTENCES
HERT o FFER TR T,
Ta shéngbingle. Zudtian xiayd le.
He got sick. It rained yesterday.

4, =g,
Hao, wo dian ba.

Okay, I'll order.

GRRIELE?

Jintian tianqi zénmeyang ?

How is the weather today?

e
hua qgian

spend money

MBS ANTETER
Nage nanrén zai fu gian.

The man is paying money.

e
Méichao

US paper money

TERE R
fu qian mai dongxi

pay money for goods

i
zhibi

paper money

BRI m AR

Qian yonglai zhifu wapin huo fawa.

Money is used as payment for goods and services.




EEEENEY
limian you gian de gianbao

wallet with money inside

163R%%.
Shi'lia kuai gian.

Sixteen Renminbi.

EE—=JL, AU ?
Pianyi yidianr, kéyi ma?

Can (you) make it a little cheaper?

BN ZTRo
Nage érshi kuai gian.

That one is twenty kuai.

X ERREFIKRZT o

ta zhé zhéumo de jiatingzuoye tai dud le .

He has too much homework for this weekend.

BEXKAT,
Xiatian tai ré le.

The summer is too hot.

R —=) Lo
Ta zhi' hui shué yidianr.

He can only speak a little.

+iRE%,
Shi'kuai gian.

Ten yuan.

FEARINIRM,
W6 bu rénshi ta.

| don't know him.

EEXELTERER, BEHERE,

Zhége caidan shang wdcan hén pianyi, danshi
wancan hén gui.

The lunch menu here is cheap, but dinner is very
expensive.

BHNNE
gui de gongyu

expensive apartment

—fEEFRE.
Yi gé fangzi hén gui.

A house is expensive.

BENEF
gui de fangzi

expensive house

RRAVER MRS,
Déngjing de tiangua hén gui.

Melons in Tokyo are very expensive.

XEBF—BRE.
Zhe tiao qunzi yi bai kuai gian.

This skirt isa hundred RMB.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Adding Emphasis - X, o o T (tai... le)

XHET!
Tai gui le!
"Too expensive!"



We use the pattern X...7 to add emphasis. The adjective that is placed between the X (ta) and the 7 (le)
is what is being emphasized. In the example from this lesson's dialogue, the person feels the price is "too
expensive" or "so expensive,' and therefore uses this expression. Other commonly used X...T expressions
that you will hear a lot are:

1. K7
tai hdo le
"great"

2. KBY
tai wan le
"too late"

(adjective) + —=3JL (yidiann)

EE—=J/L
Pianyi yidianr
"a little cheaper"

We use —sJL (yididnn), or just s1) L, or g to soften the tone or say "a little" or "a bit." The pattern is:

Adjective + —gJ L (yididnr). Please note that sometimes we shorten —g )L, (yididns) to =)L, (didnn or even
just = (dian).

Making a Suggestion - I (ba)

EE—R)LIE,
Pianyi yidianr ba.
"Could you make it a little cheaper?"

IE (Ba) is a modal particle we use at the end of a sentence to turn a statement into a suggestion. It also
softens the tone.

For Example:

1. #EE
Jinqu ba
"goin"

2. EME
z0u ba
"let's go"



CULTURAL INSIGHT

Chinese Hagglers

Rarely is the price on the price tag the price paid for an item in China. Haggling over prices is expected.
Depending on the outlet, you can get anywhere from ten to ninety percent off the quoted price. So learn
from the locals, and sharpen up your bargaining skills so you don't end up being ripped off.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A FAEM LA LS A E K2
~ B: FEEFJE

A AR, KA
 B: N JEo TR

TRADITIONAL CHINESE
A KA AT UE FEEFR?
~ B: B A JE

A HAMR, KELE

- B: INETE . A
PINYIN

A W03 zai nar kéyi mai dianhua ka?

- B: Zai bianli dian.

A Duibuqi, wo ting bu ddng.

- B: Xido shangdian. Zai nabian.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



Where can | buy a telephone card?

> B: At a convenience store.
3 A: Sorry, | don't understand.
4. B: A small shop. Over there.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
to not
N L N ting bu déng understand verb
xR R A duibugi I'm sorry phrase
& B shangdian shop; store noun
Al A& nabian over there adverb
/N /N Xido little, small adjective
RS ERS kéyi can verb
‘ ‘ convenience
& F| JE & 7| J& bianlidian 55 noun
RS E S dianhuaka telephone card noun
SE =4 mai to buy verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
R AE, FHW—&, F5°? PR B 18 A

W6 tingbudodng, ging zai shud yi bian, hdo ma?

| cannot understand. Please say it again,

OK?

Ni shuo de hua wo tingbuddng.

I don't understand what you are saying.




AL EAR N . KM A — B KB JE

Duibugi, wd hén méang. Ta jia fujin you yi jian da shangdian.

Sorry, I'm very busy. There is a large store near his home.

&l 5 18 AR . Max 2 B AV & % A2

tushdguan zai nabian . Cong zhébian dao nabian yao dugjiu?

The library is over there. How long does it take to go from here to
there?

L — AN 7T BA P 3K TR TR o

Zhér you yi gé xidomaibu. Ni kéyi jiao wo Lili.

There is a small shop here. You can call me Lili.

FAEA JE T VR R

Qu bianli dian mai jit hao. Ni you dianhua k& ma?

Just go to a convenience store to buy it. Do you have a telephone card?

REFEMAA

W& yao mai na bén shu.

| want to buy that book.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

EE,IE‘E‘ (dianhua kd) can refer to any kind of phone card. If you want to be more specific, you

can ask for an international long-distance calling card by using this term: EIPREIE R (guoji
dianhua ka).

@‘*IJ}E (bianli dian) refers to a convenience store. You will also sometimes hear a
. =57 . TR
convenience store referred to as a /NEHD (xidomaibu).

We use I A~ & (ting bu dsng) specifically when speaking of "not understanding" something
you heard.

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson s ﬁE@B)L U\ ... (Wé zai ndr kéyi...) "Where canl..."



TEMIL - B EIEFR?
W4 zai ndr kéyi mdi dianhua ka?
"Where can | buy a telephone card?"

Notice the word order in the above sentence structure:
Subject + location + (whatever it is that you want to do/find)

So, for example, if you are dying for a coffee, you could use this sentence structure to find one:

i BAEWR L AT DARE I EE
Ws zai ndr kéyi hé kaféi?
"Where can | have some coffee?"

Or, if you need to buy some English books, you could ask:

o BAERR LRI LR TR Fie
Wo zai nar kéyi mai yingwén sha?
"Where can | buy English books?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Convenience of Convenience Stores

Convenience stores in China are plentiful, and though often small in size, stock an enormous
variety of goods. If there is something you need, try a convenience store. From packaged
chicken feet for a snack, to umbrellas, to underwear, you have a good chance of finding what
you need.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A HELITF. HEZELE?
 B: T DA AR K 82 4 TR AL
A BELFZKEE?

- B: PR DAAE K 236 3 o

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A HELIT. RIEZEEEX?

B AT LA K B A AR

A KREBEEKEE?

~ B: R DA K B E
PINYIN

A W04 yao qu Béijing. WO yinggai zénme qu?
B: N1 kéyi zuo hudché hudzhé zud féiji.

A W& zénme mai hudché piao?
B: Ni kéyi zai hudché zhan mai.
ENGLISH

CONT'D OVER



1 A | have to go to Beijing. How should | get there?
> B: You can take a train or you can take a plane.
5 A How do | buy a train ticket?
4. B: You can buy it at the train station.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
to be going to,
= 7= yao e verb
= = piao ticket noun
AL T A f&iji airplane noun
N N huodzhé or conjugation
K% K E hudcheé train noun
A A Zud to sit verb
RS B kéyi can verb
ISR/A E JiE z&nme how adverb
N 1Z JEZ yinggai should verb
b7 b B&ijing Beijing proper noun
* * qu to go verb
K ZE K E 3k hudchézhan train station noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



ARBANE RN —KINEZD&?

Mingtian wdmen yao qu Hangzhou. Yi zhang ménpiao dud shao qian?
Tomorrow, we are going to Hangzhou. How much is one ticket?

—KE S D7 ALK AE107-81 5 4 6

Yi zhang piao dud shao qian ? Féiji jjang zai shi féenzhong hou qiféi.

How much is one ticket? The airplane will take off in ten minutes.
"EAR A R R A Do AATA K F T3,

Chifan huozhé kan dianying dou keyi. Rénmen zud hudché shang xia ban.

Eating or watching a movie, both are fine. The people are commuting to work by train.
FATA WAL E L BT DAY 3T o

Woémen zud chuzlché ba. Ni kéyi jiao wo Lili.

Let's take a taxi. You can call me Lili.

EIFRE 2 A EEE, & A XFE?

Gaosu wd zénme ydong yaokongqi. Zénme hui zheyang?

Tell me how to use the remote control. How can itbe?

FATH R R ZAK & o S

Women mingtian yinggai xitxi. W0 qu Béijing daléu.

We should rest tomorrow. I'm going to the Beijing building.

T AR & iEgL? #xTHMER.

xia zhoumo shéi qu haibian ? W0 qu le dongwu yiyuan.

Who is going to the beach next weekend? | went to the animal hospital.
RENHo. R BATE K 35 Wo

W4 qu gongyuan. Mingtian women zai hudchézhan jian.

I'm going to the park. Tomorrow we will meet at the train station.
GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is Saying "l Have to Do [Something]" - 2 (Ya0)



TE LI,
Ws yao qu Béijing.
"l have to go to Beijing."

Yao is an auxiliary verb that you can use to talk about what one will do, or what one is obliged
to do, in the future. The pattern is:

(subject) + & (yao) + (verb)

B3, (huozhé) "Or"

i PRATRLAR K ZE B AR AL
(Ni kéyi zud hucché huozhé zuo féiji.)
"You can take a train or you can take a plane."

=y (huozhé) is a conjunction we use to show two alternatives. It's similar to the English
conjunction "or," but we use o (huozhé) to connect verb phrases, not noun phrases. Also,

B (huozhé) is primarily used in statements (for "or" questions, see i (hai shi) in our
next lesson: Absolute Beginner Lesson 25).

CULTURAL INSIGHT

All Aboard!

Trains in China are a relatively comfortable way to travel. You can choose your level of luxury
as well, anywhere from hard seats to soft sleepers. The train is quite a social environment and
a great way to practice Chinese and interact with locals.

Domestic flights in China are relatively inexpensive and convenient. Tickets are easy to
purchase, either online or with a local travel agent.
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SIMPLIFIED CHINESE

A BRE KA HH F

- B: A Rtk

A it o

~ B: TELFNRY, THIRW, TEB ETRE?
A =g

TRADITIONAL CHINESE

A HE—RE L THE,
~ B: AR H 2
oA #,
B R & EF1R, TAF3&ey, Eoxm L7Re?
A TEEH o
PINYIN
A W0 yao yi zhang dao Béijing de piao.
- B: Jintian de ma?
A Dui.

CONT'D OVER



4. B: Niyao shangwu shiyi dian de, xiawu san dian de, haishi wanshang

qi dian de?
5 A Qi dian de.
ENGLISH
1. A | want one ticket to Beijing.
> B: For today?
3. A Yes.
4 B: Do you want the one at eleven o'clock in the morning, three o'clock
in the afternoon, or seven o'clock in the evening?
5. A: The seven o'clock one.
VOCABULARY
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English Class
= 2 yao to want verb
| | dao to preposition
7T =7 B haishi or conjunction
| Pl B&ijing Beijing proper noun
T4 T 4F xiawl afternoon time word, noun
possessive

measure word
7K iR zhang for flat objects measure word




= = pido ticket noun

AR AR jintian today time word
+F tF shangwti late morning noun
Mk M E wénshang evening noun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

L — 3K 4R

Ta yao yi zhang zhi.

He wants a piece of paper.

ME LR BN R

Céng zaoshang liu dian dao ba dian.

From 6:00 to 8:00 in the morning.

R x B AL EmERAN?

Ni shi Méigué rén haishi Jia'nada rén?

Are you American or Canadian?

&= AT A

W3 qu Béijing daléu.

I'm going to the Beijing building.

KA RTF L4 IRE #iE.

wo hui zaijintian xiawt géi ni hui dianhua .

Il call you back this afternoon.

K ERAETF B2 Lo

W& de mao xihuan zai xiawd xido qi yihuir .

My cat likes to take a nap in the afternoon.

SRTAETE,

Jintian xiawu yao xiaxué.

It's going to snow this afternoon.

BORE, T

Gé wei chéngke xiawl hao.

All passengers, good afternoon.

T2t L2

Shénme xianr de?

What filling is it?

% F— K&K

Géiwd yi zhang zhi.

Give me a piece of paper.

—KINFZPK?
Yi zhang ménpiao dud shéo qgian?

How much is one ticket?

—KEZ D7
Yi zhang piao dud shao gian ?

How much is one ticket?

A R A o

Jintian tebié re .

It is especially hot today.

AXRZEEMMT,

Jintian shi xingqisi.

Today is Thursday.




EFRRAREE, THTHTW. EFBRIC,

Shangwu tianqgi hén hao, xiawu k&néng xiayu. Shangwd wd hén méang.

In the morning, the weather will be good; I'm busy in the late morning.
in the afternoon, it might rain.

KRANTZEAEE HIBB N E37T M, W 2K 37 B T

Woémen jingchdng zai xiari wénnuan de wanshang Wangqiuchang wanshang yé kai.
dapai .
The tennis courtis open in the evening,
We often play cards on a warm summer too.
evening.
BNA R ELZERE .

Woémen jintian wanshang qu kan dianying.

Tonight we are going to see a movie.

VOCABULARY PHRASE USAGE

"Morning": There are two terms to say "it's morning." You can use either EF (shangwu), as
heard in this lesson's dialogue, or HE (zdoshang).

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson is "To Want," "To Desire Something" - ) (yao) + Noun
BE -KIILHHE.

Ws yao yi zhang dao Béijing de piao.

"l want one ticket to Beijing."

We use & (yao) in this context: 5 (yao) + noun, to express "to want" or "to desire" something.

The Particle F'] (de)

The particle ) (de) is a subordinating particle. It is used to make the object which follows it
subordinate to the object or idea which precedes it. This is why many people refer to itas a
possessive particle. As we can see in this lesson though, the concept of subordination is much



more powerful than just signaling that one object belongs to someone or something. As you

can see from these sample sentences, ) is useful in describing the properties of objects in
casual speech. Using it also allows us to omit the following noun, as long as the meaning is

clear from context.

i A RAEIE?
Jintian de ma?
"The one for today?"

o WRELFNRH, FF3RAY, B2 L7 82
Niyao shangwu shiyi dian de, xiawu san didn de, hai shi wanshang qi didn de?
"Do you want the 11:00 in the morning one, the 3:00 in the afternoon one, or the 7:00
in the evening one?"

Stating the Time with the Time of Day

L REEFNER, MR, 2 L7 S
Niyao shangwu shiyi dian de, xiawu san didn de, hai shi wanshang qi didn de?
"Do you wantthe one at 11:00 in the morning, 3:00 in the afternoon, or 7:00 in the
evening?"

When stating the time of day along with the time in Chinese, the time of day comes before the
time itself. This is the opposite of conventional word order in English.

R e YAV =}
shangwu ba didan
"eight o'clock in the morning”

e BERA
wanshang jiua dian
"nine o'clock in the evening

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Planes and Trains in China




The Chinese rail network is built around a backbone of core lines that connect first-tier cities
like Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen. Express trains travel these routes without stopping,
while non-express trains stop briefly along the route to let passengers board and disembark
atintermediary stations. If you are travelling between large cities we recommend avoiding the
non-express trains as the stopovers can add hours to the length of a trip. This is one reason
many short trips in smaller provinces often take as long or longer than long-hauls.

There are a few interesting consequences of this arrangement that most old China hands
take into account when travelling. The firstis that train schedules are biased towards the
convenience of travellers in major cities. If you're travelling out of Beijing or Shanghai, you'll
find most long-distance trains leaving in the late afternoon or evening and arriving in the early
morning. In smaller cities, the time your train arrives will depend on your distance from a
major transit hub. If you're travelling through the heartland you may find yourself getting on
and off trains in the middle of the night. This can make travel in smaller towns quite
unpredictable.

This dynamic also affects seat availability. Because local travel is served by trains stopping
on longer routes, a few seats are generally reserved each day for sale in intermediary cities.
This means that in times of short ticket availability it is still usually possible to board trains that
are technically sold out. That said, one of the common forms of corruption in China is for these
seats to be scalped privately. While you can usually find tickets in major cities, itis a good
idea to buy a few days in advance if you are travelling to smaller towns and cities.
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