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FRENCH

1. Merci.

2. Merci beaucoup.

ENGLISH

1. Thankyou. / Thanks.

2. Thank you very much.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
merci thank you, thanks expression
monsieur sir noun masculine
madame Mrs noun
beaucoup a lot, very much adverb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Merci pour la legon.

"Thank you for the lesson."

Enchantée Monsieur.

Nice to meet you Sir.

Bonjour Monsieur.

"Hello, sir."

Bonjour Madame.

"Hello, ma'am."




Je n'aime pas beaucoup le vin. Je révise beaucoup le soir.

"I don't like wine very much." "I study a lot in the evening."

GRAMMAR

In French, you only need one word for expressing gratitude: merci. And for emphasis, you
can say merci beaucoup. In either case, in no situation is merci or merci beaucoup
considered inappropriate. You can use them as often as you like without regard for age
difference, gender difference, formality, or casualness. However, since there is no other
way to express gratitude in speech, we often say merci in a mechanical way. In the Cultural
Insight section of this lesson, we will look at two ways in which to make merci more
personal.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

A Little Something Extra Politeness-Wise

As we just mentioned, you can never say merci too much in France. Showing gratitude,
especially for newcomers, can be a very successful way to have the French warm up to you.
So one way to make merci more personal is to use it generously. For instance, if you ask a
question in a shop or restaurant, it is a good idea to make eye contact and say merci or
merci beaucoup at the end of the exchange. This is the same when getting off a bus or out
of a taxi, after an exchange with a waiter, or really after speaking with anyone. If you make
the extra effort to look the person in the eye and say merci, the person will feel
acknowledged. It can be refreshing, especially in a culture that can be quite formal and
make gratitude somewhat automatic. However, on the flip side, don't be surprised if you
don't have as many mercis coming back to you-at first.

You can show gratitude with people you don't know personally by adding the word monsieur
or madame at the end. For instance, if someone-say a shopkeeper-helps you and you want
to show your appreciation while keeping a distance, say Merci, monsieur ("Thank you, sir")
for a man and Merci, madame ("Thank you, madam.") for a woman. In fact, you can add
monsieur or madame at the end of any address to a stranger to make it ring with more
politeness and respect.
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FRENCH

1. Jevousen prie.

> Jeten prie.

3. Derien.
4. C'estmoi.
ENGLISH

1. "You are welcome" or "by all means" (formal)

> "You are welcome." (informal "you," but somewhat formal expression)

3. "You're welcome." (informal)

4. "The pleasure'smine." (informal, personal)

VOCABULARY
French English Class

de of, from, by, some preposition, determiner
te/t' you (informal) pronoun

rien nothing adverb
jielj' I personal pronoun
vous you (formal) pronoun

. stressed pronoun (pronom

Moi me

tonique)

SAMPLE SENTENCES



J'ai del'eau. Un poéme de Victor Hugo.

"l have some water." "A poem by Victor Hugo."

Il part de San Francisco. Le pére de Cathie est strict.

"He leaves from San Francisco." "Cathie's father is strict."

Le tour de France Je te parle!

"Tour of France" "I'm talking to you!"

Je t'aime a ma facon. Comme tu vois, ce n'est rien.

"l love you in my own way." "As you see, it's nothing."

Je vais bien. Et vous, vous étes en vacances ?

"I am well." "And you, you are on vacation?"
Allons a la plage toi et moi ! Jacques et moi, nous sommes amis.
"Let's go to the beach, you and me!" "Jacques and me, we are friends."
GRAMMAR

In French, there are several waysto say "you're welcome," each depending on a particular
context. Essentially, for our purposes, there are two categories of context: formal and informal.
Each hasits own form of the word "you": tu (informal) and vous (formal). First, we'll take a look
at the informal contexts and then the formal. The difference is quite subtle attimes, so if everin
doubt, use the formal. In French, "you're welcome" is de rien. The first word, de, means "of." It
is followed by rien, which in English means "nothing." So all together, we have de rien.
Literally, this means "of nothing." Another way of responding to a phrase of gratitude is Je vous
en prie, which is more formal. The first word, je, means "l." ltis followed by vous, which in
French isthe formal "you." So to recap here, we have Je vous. Literally, thismeans "l you."
The next word, en, means "of it." Itis followed by prie, which in English means "pray."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Formal or Informal French: How to Decide




We use tu in contexts where we know the person personally and the environmentis casual.
People of one's own age, classmates, family, and friends are the people you should use tu
with, and the proper contextsinclude home, school, and friendly social settings. Tu isthe
most common form of "you" that you will hear, so don't feel nervous about using it. In fact,
overuse of vous can come off as old-fashioned or stuffy. If there is a doubt, start with vous and
let the other person invite you to use the tu form.

To say "you're welcome" in an informal setting, say de rien. If you feel you want to express this

more emphatically, you can use the formal phrase we learned, je vous en prie, and replace the
formal vous with the informal tu, which in this case is te (the reflexive from of tu). This makesje
t'en prie. Thisa more gracious expression than the more common and perfunctory de rien.

Finally, to express "you're welcome" in asincere and personal way, we can say c'est moi,
which literally means "it's me (who givesthanks)" and is similar to "the pleasure ismine." C'est
moi is considered very touching and authentic, so to use this phrase as a traveler will surely
impress.
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FRENCH

1. S'il vous plait.

2. Veuillez patienter.

3. Veuillez excuser la géne occasionnée.

4. S.\V.P., respectez le silence.

ENGLISH

1. Please (formal "vous" form).

2. Please wait.

3. Please excuse the momentary disturbance.

4. Please keep quiet.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression
veuillez please (+ verb) conjugated verb
patienter to wait verb
to excuse, to
excuser forgive, to pardon verb
la the (singular) definite article feminine
géne disturbance noun feminine




le the (singular) definite article masculine

occasionnée caused adjective feminine
demonstrative
¢a it adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il Veuillez patienter.
vous plait ?

"Please, be patient."
"Can you give me a coffee,

please?"
Veuillez vous asseoir. Je patiente jusqu'a I'été.
"Sit down, please." "I wait until the summer."
Excusez-moi pour mon retard. La boisson est excellente.
"Forgive me for being late." "The drink is excellent."
La voiture géne les piétons. Le supermarché est au centre

o ) commercial.
"The car is in the pedestrians'
way." "The supermarket is at the mall."
La gréve est occasionnée par les C'est quoi,¢ca?
travailleurs. ) )

"What is this?"

"The strike is caused by the
workers."

Ca, c'est de l'art.

"This is art."

GRAMMAR



In French, "please" is s'il vous plait, which is the formal type of the expression. This form is
the most common, and you can use it in any situation in which you feel you need to express
respect, such as asking for directions on the street and with shopkeepers. However, there
is also a familiar form, s'il te plait, that we use with people we are personally acquainted
with, such as friends and family members. For traveling, this is less useful as you will need
language to speak with people you don't know. It would be good to know s'il te plait in any
case, so you won't be confused when you hear it, or so you can say "please" once you make
friends!

The first word, s'il, is actually the contraction of two words, si and il. Si means "if" and il, in
this case, means "it." So all together we have s'il, which means "if it." It is followed by vous,
which in English is "you" or "to you." So to recap here, we have s'il vous. Literally, this
means "if it you." This is followed by plait, which means "pleases." So all together we have
s'il vous plait. Literally, this means "if it pleases you." The most rudimentary way of using
"please" is pointing at something while saying s'il vous plait , but let's try and build this up a
bit, shall we?

Let's start with the expression "this please," which in French is ¢a, s'il vous plait. In English,
"this" comes before "please." In French, the word order is the same. In French, the word for
"this," ¢a, precedes s'il vous plait. Looking at the word for "this" warrants a look at the word
for "that," which for our purposes, is the same word, ¢a. The phrase "that please" is the
same as "this please," which is ¢a, s'il vous plait.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

A Forceful "Please" in French

As we have seen, we can use S'il vous plait as a polite way to ask for someone's attention,
just like "excuse me" in English. It can also be a direct way to tell someone you want to get
by, also like "excuse me." This is useful in crowded areas such as the metro. Teachers use
S'il vous plait to get their classroom to quiet down. Police officers also use it to control
crowds. If someone is in your way, you can say S'il vous plait and he or she will know to
move.

Another word for "excuse me" that is less forceful but equally polite is pardon, which is
obviously close to the English "pardon me." Pardon is generally the better term for when
you want to get by as it is less forceful, but the French are not shy about using S'il vous plait
to make their point. Thus, S'il vous plait is a term that you may not say as much as others
say it to you.



Finally, French speakers do not use S'il vous plait or s'il te plait as commonly as the English
"please." For instance, in English, announcements and signs would employ "please," where
in French, they would use veuillez, which is the imperative tense of the verb vouloir ("to
want"). For example, veuillez patienter translates as "please wait" and literally means "want
to wait." Veuillez is always followed by a verb in the infinitive form (verbs with the -er
ending) as in the above example and in the following sentence: Veuillez excuser la géne
occasionnée. ("Please excuse the momentary disturbance," a phrase you will hear a lot in
France.) If the French use S'il vous plait on signs, they often write it like this: S.V.P. as in
S.V.P., Respectez le silence. ("Please keep quiet" or literally "please respect the silence").
Again, these are not terms you need to use yourself, but you will hear and read them often.



~_3
f(; FrenchPod101.com

LESSON NOTES
Survival Phrases #4

Basic Greetings

CONTENTS

French

English
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar

Cultural Insight

wW W NDNDNMNDN

+ 4

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



FRENCH

1. Bonjour.

2. Bonsoir.

ENGLISH

1. Hello.

2. Good evening.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
le soir evening noun masculine
bonjour hello expression
bonsoir good evening expression
jour day noun masculine
bon good adjective or adverb masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Ce soir, je vais au cinéma.

"This evening, I am going to the
movies."

Bonjour Madame.

"Hello, ma'am."




Bonsoir, mesdames et messieurs. Ils ouvrent un nouveau magasin dans
) ) trois jours.
"Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen." "They are opening a new store in
three days."
C'est le jour de la Féte des Méres. C'est un bon livre.
"It's Mother's day." "It is a good book."

Le chocolat, c'est bon.

"Chocolate is good."

GRAMMAR

In French, we can use the phrase bonjour as a universal greeting. The first word, bon,
means "good." It is followed by jour, which in English means "day." All together, that makes
bonjour, which literally means "good day."

Afterward, we have the evening greeting, which in French is bonsoir. The first word, bon,
means "good," as we saw with bonjour. It is followed by soir, which in English means
"evening." Bonjour and bonsoir are the only greetings you will need on your trip, but there
are a couple more that might be useful, if only for knowing what someone is saying to you.

To say "hello" in a very sweet and endearing way, the French say coucou. This is reserved
for your closest friends and romantic partners, so don't say it to a police officer unless you
have personal intentions!

When on the phone, everyone answers with all6 and not bonjour or bonsoir. As we will see
in the following quick tip, we use bonjour or bonsoir to open up conversation, while all6 is
more like asking "is someone there?" After one says all6 on the phone, then you can say
bonjour or bonsoir. The exchange goes something like this:

The phone rings. PERSON 1 picks it up.

PERSON 1: All6?

PERSON 2: Bonjour, Marc. C'est Julien. ("Hello, Marc. It's Julien.")
PERSON 1: Bonjour...

Now, the conversation can continue.

CULTURAL INSIGHT



To Kiss or Not to Kiss: That Is the Question

When meeting someone in France, one of the first questions a traveler asks himself or
herself is do I shake hands or do I do the French bisous ("kiss hello")? This is an awkward
spot for many a newcomer, so don't feel bad if you don't figure it out right away. Here are
some guidelines to help you. Traditionally, we reserve the bisous only for certain social
situations in which a third person introduces you to someone or in which you already know
the other person, such as a friend, and you are seeing that person for the first time that
day. You perform the bisous like this: you and the other person touch cheek to cheek,
usually starting on the left, and kiss the air. Then again, on the other side. The number of
kisses depends on the region, but most often it's just two, one for each side.

Though women kiss each other hello, there is no strict rule between men, though when
they meet for the first time, they often shake hands. If you're not sure what to do, follow the
other person's lead. If you are not comfortable with a kiss hello, a handshake always works,
especially if you are foreign. The French are quite used to travelers in their country (it's the
number one tourist destination in the world!) and adapt this customary greeting easily to
newcomers. Lastly, in a professional setting, everyone shakes hands.
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FRENCH

1. Aurevoir.

> A bientot.

3. Bonne soirée.

4. Ciao.

ENGLISH

1. Good bye.

2. Seeyou soon.

3. Good night.
4. Bye.
VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
bonne good adjective feminine
au revoir goodbye expression
ciao bye expression
soirée evening, party noun feminine
bientot soon adverb
a atorto preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Bonne journée Monsieur Martin! Au revoir, a demain.

"Have a nice day Monsieur "Bye, see you tomorrow."
Martin!"
Je pars:ciao! Quelle bonne soirée. Je vais a une

soirée.
"I'm leaving, bye!"

"What a nice evening! I am going

to a party."

Ma petite amie va étre bientot la. Il va bientdt arriver a une conclusion.

"My girlfriend will be here soon." "He will soon arrive at a
conclusion."”

Bientot, je vais au travail. Je suis a la maison.

"Soon, I'm going to work." "I am at home."

J'habite a Sidney. Je vais a la campagne.

"I live in Sydney." "I go to the countryside."

GRAMMAR

Customs for greeting and parting are essential in French culture. How you leave things,
perhaps more than how you start them, can truly mark the moment. In the following quick
tips, we will cover some of the varying ways of saying good-bye. If you can't master them
all, don't worry. There are way too many to remember. Au revoir works fine for any
situation.

One very common way to construct a parting phrase is to start with the article a ("until")
and follow it with a future moment in time. This ranges from the general to the specific.
These are rather perfunctory and you can use them in formal and informal contexts, unless
otherwise noted. Here is a list of such expressions.

For Example:

Informal:



French "English"

a bientét "see you soon"
a la prochaine "until next time"
a plus tard "see you later"

literally, "until more," which we translate

a plus as "seeya"
ciao "bye"
Neutral:
French "English"
a demain "see you tomorrow"
a tout a I'heure "see you later (today)"

"see you very shortly"/"see you in a
a tout de suite minute"

Here, you put in the exact time, date, or
period of time you'd like, such as a la

a______ semaine prochaine, which is "see you next
week."

Formal:

1. Adieu:
"until God"
Only say this when you believe you will never see the person again in this lifetime.
The French never use this phrase except in literature. Only the French would have
such a dramatic parting expression.

Again, as with any extra language I give you, this is good to know not so much for future
use, but so you know what you hear or read.

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Thinking Positive in French

A way to leave things on a more positive note is to wish the other person, or persons, a
good day, afternoon, evening, etc. We do this by starting the phrase with the word bon
(masculine) or bonne (feminine) depending on the gender of the following noun. Then add
the time of day or activity that is coming after your departure. As with the other parting
phrases, we can use these in formal or informal situations, unless indicated otherwise.

For Example:

1. Bonne journée.
"Have a good day."

2. Bonaprés-midi.
"Have a good afternoon."

3. Bonne soirée.
"Have a good evening."

4, Bonne nuit.
"Good night."
We strictly use bonne nuit for saying "good-bye" right before going to bed.

In France, you can get even more precise about the time of day you want to talk about by
adding fin ("end") to the phrase. Fin is feminine, so it always takes bonne.

For Example:

1. Bonne fin de journée.
"Have a good end to your day."

2. Bonne fin d'apres-midi.
"Have a good end to your afternoon."

3. Bonne fin de soirée.
"Have a good end to your evening."

You can also specify the activity that the other person is going to engage in following your
parting.



For Example:

1. Bontravail.
"Enjoy your work."

2. Bonnes courses.
"Enjoy your shopping."

3. Bon repas.
"Have a good meal."

4. Bon/bonne _______. (putin the noun of your choice)

There are other more general well-wishing phrases that you might hear.

For Example:

1, Bonne continuation.
Literally, "Good continuation" (with whatever it is we talked about), which we
translate as "all the best!"

2. Bon courage.
Literally, "good courage," which we translate as "best of luck."

3. Bonne chance.
"Good luck."
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FRENCH

1. Ou sont les toilettes?

2. Les toilettes, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1. Where are the toilets?

2. The toilets, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
toilettes restrooms noun feminine plural
salle de bain bathroom (not toilet) noun
papier toilette toilet paper noun masculine
hommes men's noun
dames ladies noun
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression
ou where adverb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Les toilettes sont ici.

"The restrooms are here."

Je suis dans la salle de bain.

"Tam in the bathroom."




Je n'ai plus de papier toilette. Les toilettes pour hommes.

"I am out of toilet paper." "Men's room."
Les toilettes pour dames. Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il
vous plait ?

"Ladies' room."
"Can you give me a coffee,

please?"
Tu habites ou, déja? J'habite a Paris. Ou tu es?
"Where do you live, again? I live "Where are you?"
in Paris."
GRAMMAR

Finding the bathroom in France is a snap. All you really need are the words /es toilettes, and
someone will show you the way. However, one common mistake is to say the phrase in the
singular form, la toilette, which means essentially "washing and grooming" and not
bathroom. So be sure to say LES toilettes, as in general there are more than one.

In French, "Where is the bathroom?" is Ou sont les toilettes?

Let's take a look at the components. The first word, o, means "where." It is followed by
sont, which in English means "are." So to recap, we have ou sont. Literally, this means
"where are." The next word, les, means "the." It is followed by toilettes, which means
"toilets."

So all together, we have ou sont les toilettes? Literally, this means "where are the toilets?"

A shorter way of asking for the bathroom is to say /es toilettes, s'il vous plait, which means
"the bathroom, please." Thankfully, it is made of words we have already learned.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Learn These Words So You Don't Make a Mistake!



In French, you may hear or read several words for toilet. Other than toilette, you will often
see and hear wc, which we pronounce "vay-say." A very gruff way of saying toilet is la
commode. You can impress your close French friends with this one. Another word for
bathroom is salle de bains, but this is not the toilet. Salle de bain literally means "room of
baths," and we translate it as "bathroom." This room has sinks, showers, and baths but no
toilets. The French often keep showers and toilets separate. Another term for salle de bains
is salle d'eau or "water room," but this is rare. Lastly, if you are looking for "toilet paper,"
the term is papier toilette.

Men's and women's bathrooms are marked in different ways. Most commonly, the men's is
marked Hommes and the women's Femmes. Sometimes this is shortened to just H and F.
Remember which is which so you don't make a mistake! In general, to express the men's
area and the women's area, say for dressing rooms, the French say chez les hommes for
the men and chez les femmes for the women. Another more fancy way to write and say it is
messieurs for men and dames for women. You may find this in more upscale places like
restaurants.
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FRENCH

1. Je ne comprends pas.

2. Je ne parle pas frangais.

3. Non, merci.

ENGLISH

1. I do not understand.

2. Idon't speak French.

3. No, thank you.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
jelj' I personal pronoun
comprendre to understand verb
non no adverb
interjection, phrase,
merci thank you noun masculine
parler to speak, to talk verb
francais French noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Je vais bien.

"T am well."

Vous avez compris?

"Did you understand?"

Je comprends le frangais.

"T understand French."

Non, je ne suis pas d'accord.

"No, I don't agree."

Merci pour votre aide!

"Thank you for your help!"

Mille mercis.

"A thousand thanks."

Elle avait besoin de lui parler
urgemment.

"She needed to talk to him
urgently."

Tu n'as pas encore parlé de la réunion
d'aujourd’hui!

"You haven't talked about today's
meeting yet!"

parlons-en!

"Let's talk about it!"

Il a parlé de son nouveau projet.

"He talked about his new project."

Tu parles espagnol ?

"Do you speak Spanish?"

Oui, je suis francais.

"Yes, I'm French."

GRAMMAR

Not understanding what you hear when visiting a foreign country is a normal part of the
process. So don't be frustrated if you don't understand. The French know that their
language is not easy, and they often appreciate seeing a foreigner make a sincere effort to
speak it, no matter how incorrect he or she might be. So if you don't understand, the French
are likely to be patient if you show you are trying. On the contrary, if you show no effort in
speaking French and say je ne comprend pas as an excuse to speak in English, they may not
accept it and continue in French just to show you what for. It is important to show a respect
for the language and customs, as the French are raised to hold them somewhat sacredly.

In French, "I don't understand" is Je ne comprend pas. The first word, je, means "1." It is
followed by ne, which in French we put before a verb to make it negative, similar to "don't"
in English. So to recap here, we have je ne. Literally, this means "I don't." The next word,



comprend, means "understand." It is followed by pas, which, along with ne, completes the
negation of the verb. So all together, we have Je ne comprend pas. Literally, this means "I
don't understand." Another short way to express this is to say comment? This literally
means "how?" and is similar to "I'm sorry?" The person will repeat what he or she said
following this response.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Giving Someone the Brush-Off in French

Even though we often do not like not understanding, it can come in handy, for instance, if
you want someone peddling wares or asking for money to leave you alone, as is very
common in France. Since France is the number one tourist destination in the world,
clandestine souvenir sellers are there in droves. Sometimes they can be hard to shake,
especially since they are often immigrants and speak better English than most French
people. To give them a little surprise, say "I don't understand. I don't speak French" in
French. This combines the two phrases we have recently learned: Je ne comprend pas. Je ne
parle pas francais.
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FRENCH

1. Parlez-vous anglais?

2. Vous parlez anglais?

3. Tuparles anglais?

4. Je parle un peu francais.

ENGLISH

1. Do you speak English? (formal "vous" form)

2. You speak English?

3. Speak English? (informal "tu" form)

4. Ispeak a little French.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
parler to speak, to talk verb
vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
tu you (informal) personal pronoun
anglais(e) English noun masculine/feminine
un peu a little adverb, phrase

francais French noun

masculine




jelj I personal pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Elle avait besoin de lui parler
urgemment.

Tu n'as pas encore parlé de la réunion
d'aujourd’hui!

"She needed to talk to him "You haven't talked about today's

urgently.”

meeting yet!"

parlons-en!

"Let's talk about it!"

Il a parlé de son nouveau projet.

"He talked about his new project.”

Tu parles espagnol ?

"Do you speak Spanish?"

Vous étes ici.

"You are here."

Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

Tu as 20 ans.

"You are twenty years old."

Tu vas au travail.

"You go to work."

Mon ami anglais vient de Londres.

"My English friend comes from
London."

L'anglais est la langue des affaires.

"English is the language of
business."

Ils sont un peu en retard.

"They are a little late."

Je veux un peu de fromage.

"T want a little cheese."

Oui, je suis francais.

"Yes, I'm French."

Je vais bien.

"T am well."

GRAMMAR



As mentioned, English is taught very early on in French schools, so almost everyone will
know some basic English. However, you shouldn't rely on this everywhere you go. Older
people and rural people tend not to speak English very much. Younger people, on the other
hand, tend to speak quite a lot of English, as popular culture, such as movies, music, and
the Internet, is more and more Anglophone.

The Acadamie Francaise, the government institution that regulates the French language,
sees this change as a problem. There are laws controlling how much English can be
broadcast in the media. For instance, all radio stations and movie theaters must have a
majority of French language content: that is to say, no more than fifty percent of content
can be in English, and most stations and movie theaters push this quota to the limit. So if
you are looking for an English break on your trip, the movie theatre and the radio have
plenty. If you are looking for signs or brochures in English, look for the British flag or the
letters GB (Great Britain), as most of the English speakers in France come from England.

In French, "I don't understand" is Je ne comprends pas. The first word, je, means "L." Itis
followed by ne, which in French we put before a verb to make it negative, similar to "don't"
in English. So to recap here, we have je ne. Literally, this means "I don't." The next word,
comprends, means "understand." It is followed by pas, which, along with the ne, completes
the negation of the verb. So all together, we have Je ne comprends pas. Literally, this means
"I don't understand." Another short way to express this is to say comment? This literally
means "how?" and is similar to "I'm sorry?" The person will repeat what he or she said
following this response.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Finding Common Language Ground in French

In French, there are two ways of asking someone whether he or she speaks English. One is
the way we learned in the podcast, Parlez-vous anglais? which is the more common and
more respectful form. The French almost never say the second and more informal form
using tu: parles-tu anglais? So another way to make the expression more informal is to take
away the inversion and simply say Vous parlez anglais? or in the tu form, Tu parles anglais?
Again, the first phrase is the best for our purposes, but the second two maybe asked of you
since the person you are speaking with may hear your accent. But we won't let that
happen, will we?

Now that you speak a little French, you may find it useful to express this fact in French. For
instance, if someone you meet does not speak English, you will need to find another
common language. The obvious one is French. To say you speak a bit of French, say Je parle



un peu de frangais. Here is a conversation you may have:

You: Parlez-vous anglais?
French person: Non.

You: Parlez-vous allemand?
French person: Non.

You: Ok, je parle un peu de francais.
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FRENCH

Répétez, s'il vous plait.

Comment?

Doucement, s'il vous platit.

Répétez doucement, s'il vous plait.

Pourriez-vous répéter, s'il vous plait?

ENGLISH

Once again, please.

I'm sorry. or What's that?

Slowly, please.

Once again slowly, please.

Canyou say it once again, please?

VOCABULARY
French English Class
encore again, more adverb
répéter to repeat verb
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression
pouvoir can verb




excusez-moi excuse me phrase
comprendre to understand verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Le client est encore revenu pour se
plaindre.

"The customer came back again
to complain.”

Pourriez-vous répéter? / Pourriez-vous
répéter s'il vous plait?

"Can you repeat?, Can you repeat
please?"

Vous pouvez répéter la question?

"Can you repeat the question?"

Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il
vous plait ?

"Can you give me a coffee,
please?"

Je peux nager, mais je n'aime pas ca.

"I'm able to swim, but I don't like
it."

Pouvez-vous fermer cette fenétre s'il
vous plait?

"Can you close that window,
please?"

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser
passer?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Excusez-moi, ou est la gare?

"Excuse me, where is the train
station?"

Excusez-moi, avez-vous vu mon chien?

"Excuse me, have you seen my
dog?"

Excusez-moi, je crois que c'est ma
place sur laquelle vous étes assis(e).

"Excuse me, I think this is my seat
you are sitting on."




Excusez-moi, avez-vous du pain? Vous avez compris?

"Excuse me, do you have some "Did you understand?"
bread?"

Je comprends le francais.

"T understand French."

GRAMMAR

If you've ever traveled in a foreign country like I have, you are sure to come across the
problem of having mastered asking a few questions, but having no idea what the answer
coming back to you is. However, it is at this opportunity that we really learn the language
with the locals as our teachers. The phrase Répétez s'il vous plait will be instrumental in
your learning of French. In French, "Once again, please" is Répétez, s'il vous plait. The first
word, répétez, means "repeat." It is followed by s'il vous plait, which we learned in a
previous chapter and in French is "please." So all together, we have Répétez, s'il vous plait.
Literally, this means "repeat if it pleases you."

Another common way of asking someone to repeat what he or she has just said is to say
comment? This literally means "how?" and is similar to "I'm sorry?" or "what's that?"

At times, even repetition of what is said isn't enough to understand the speaker because
the words are still too fast. For situations like this, you can use the phrase "slowly, please."
In French, "slowly, please" is Doucement, s'il vous plait. The first word, doucement, literally
means "softly or sweetly," and we translate it as "slowly." It is followed by s'il vous plait,
which we saw in the earlier phrase. So all together, we have Doucement, s'il vous plait.
Literally, this means "softly, please." We can use these phrases, "Once again, please" and
"slowly, please," together, as in "once again slowly, please": Répétez doucement, s'il vous
plait. In order to make this phrase even more courteous, we can add "can you?" to the front
of it, making "Can you say it once again, please?" or Pourriez-vous Répétez, s'il vous plait. In
French, "can you?" is pourriez-vous. The first word, pourriez, means "can." It is followed by
vous, which in French is, as we have learned, "you." So to recap here, we have pourriez vous.
Literally, this means "can you?" So all together we have Pourriez vous répétez s'il vous plait?.
We can use this together with "slowly" or doucement to as Pourriez-vous répéter doucement
s'il vous plait?("Can you say it once again slowly, please?")

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Play (or Say) It Again in French, Please!

In the lesson, we translate the phrase "Once again, please" as Répétez s'il vous plait,
literally "repeat, please." I would like to draw our attention to the word for "again" in
French. It is encore, a word you may recognize from concerts. We use encore in many ways
that we do not use "again" in English, and that is why we do not directly translate it for the
phrase "once again, please." To literally translate it, we would say Encore une fois, s'il vous
plait, or "one more time, please." This a bit too direct in French and is why we say Répétez,
s'il vous plait.

Here, we use encore to mean "more," which is its primary meaning in French. For example,
if someone asks whether you want some more, say when he or she is serving you at a
dinner, he or she might ask Encore? which is similar to "More?" Keep your ears peeled for
this one, especially if you do want some more.

When you don't understand something and you would like the other person to repeat what
he or she said, there is one way to impress, if you feel revved up for it. You can try putting
together the two phrases we learned from the last two lessons. Together, they go like this:
Excusez-moi, je ne comprends pas. Pourriez-vous répéter, s'il vous plait? meaning "Excuse me,
I don't understand. Can you say it once again?" If someone repeats, it's always appropriate
to show your gratitude. Say Merci beaucoup!
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FRENCH

1. Pardon.

2. Excusez-moi.

3. Jevous en prie.

ENGLISH

1. Pardon.

2. Excuse me.

3. Byall means.

French English Class Gender
excusez-moi excuse me phrase
pardon excuse me, sorry noun, interjection masculine
You are welcome,
Je vous en prie. please expression
jelj I personal pronoun
VOous you (formal) direct pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Excusez-moi, ou est la gare?

"Excuse me, where is the train
station?"

Excusez-moi, avez-vous vu mon chien?

"Excuse me, have you seen my
dog?"

Excusez-moi, je crois que c'est ma

Excusez-moi, avez-vous du pain?

place sur laquelle vous étes assis(e).
"Excuse me, do you have some

"Excuse me, I think this is my seat bread?"

you are sitting on."

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser
passer?

Je vous en prie, entrez.

"Please, come in."
"Excuse me; can you let me go

through?"
Je vais bien. Je vous aime.
"I am well." "I love you."

Il est enchanté de vous rencontrer.

"He is pleased to meet you."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll cover phrases we use for apologizing. Now, as you haven't quite
mastered French, it's probably very prudent to go over the phrases for apologizing as they
just might come in handy. We'll start with pardon. We use this phrase when we want to get
by someone, when we want to apologize for bumping into someone, or when we don't
understand what someone says. This phrase is quite common and you will hear it a lotin
crowded places like markets and the metro.

Next, we'll take a look at Excusez-moi. We also use this phrase to get by someone, butitis a
bit stronger and a bit more forceful without losing any politeness. We also use it to
apologize for oneself in a more emphatic way than pardon. Whereas we can say pardon in
passing, just like "excuse me" in English, we use excusez-moi to communicate our apology
directly to a particular person. We can say excusez-moi alone, like pardon. It always comes



before a sentence explaining what you are apologizing for.

For Example:

1. Excusez-moi, je ne parle pas Francais.

Now, what if someone says excusez-moi to you?" If someone uses this expression toward
you, the proper response is to say the phrase we learned for "you're welcome," which is Je
vous en prie.

As we have seen, apologizing for bumping into people or needing to get by someone are a
daily need. However, there are more specific situations in which apologizing needs a
different tone and different words. For example, if you are in an informal situation, say with
family and/or friends, and you want to say excusez-moi, the other person is familiar and so
you do not need to address him or her with the formal vous. In that situation, you say
excuse-moi, which is the tu form. The following situations in the Cultural Insight section are
other situations that call for different phrases.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

How Sorry Are You?

When traveling, we often find ourselves needing to ask for help from strangers, such as
asking directions. In France, this can be tricky as the French have a very particular way of
going about asking each other for information when they don't know each other. We
studied this problem earlier when we looked at basic greetings. Do you remember the
magic word to use to get someone's attention? It's bonjour (bonsoir after six o' clock). Well,
it's also customary to apologize for interrupting someone before you ask your question.
Here is a phrase that you can use in almost any situation where you need to do this:
Bonjour/soir. (wait for reply) Excusez moi de vous déranger, mais j'ai un probléme. This
means "Hello. Excuse me for disturbing you, but I have a problem." Then you say your
question. This phrase will disarm any French person from whom you need help. If it seems
too complicated, here is a shorter version that is less fancy, but for a traveler it works well:
Bonjour/soir, excusez-moi. J'ai un probléme, which means "Hello. Excuse me, I have a
problem."

So far we've learned how to excuse ourselves for slight problems such as not
understanding someone or bumping into someone. What about apologizing for more
serious mistakes, like breaking something? For these situations, we say Je suis désolé, which



means "I'm sorry." We use this regardless of formality or gender differences. If we want to
be more emphatic, we can say Je suis vraiment désolé, which means "I'm really sorry."
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FRENCH

1. Combien de personnes?

2. un, deux, trois, quatre, cinq

ENGLISH

1. How many people?

2. 1,2,3,4,5
VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
deux two adjective, numeral masculine
trois three adjective masculine
quatre four adjective masculine
cing five adjective masculine
un/une one adjective
SAMPLE SENTENCES

J'ai deux freres.

"T have two brothers."

Il a trois ans.

"He is three years old."




Quatre euros pour une baguette? C'est | J'ai cinq voitures!

cher! .
"I have five cars!"

"Four euros for a baguette? That's
expensive!"

Une table pour une personne, s'il vous plait.

"A table for one, please."

GRAMMAR

There is a wide variety of French food, and your job as a visitor is to eat as much of as
many things as possible! However, before you start eating, you have to get the table! So in
today's lesson we'll cover getting to the table in a restaurant. As for ordering...well, you'll
just have to hang on until next lesson.

When entering a restaurant in France, the host or hostess will greet you with bonjour or
bonsoir. The first question he or she will ask you is "How many people in your party?" In
French, this is Combien de personnes? The first word, combien, means "how many" or "how
much." This is followed by de, which in English means "of." Lastly, de is followed by
personnes, which in English means "people."

Now let's go over how to answer. First, let's just recap numbers here. From one to five they
are un, deux, trois, quatre, and cing. Now adding the word for "person," we have une
personne, deux personnes, trois personnes, quatre personnes, and cinq personnes.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Interacting with Your French Host/Hostess

Another question a restaurant host may ask you after you enter is whether you want to eat
or drink. Many restaurants function as bars at the same time, even high-class
establishments. The question is C'est pour manger ou pour boire? The key words here are
manger ("to eat") and boire ("to drink"). The waiter needs to know because restaurants are
usually divided into two areas and he needs to place you accordingly.



Another way to answer the question Combien de personnes is to show fingers. If you have
ever traveled, you will notice that different cultures count differently with the fingers. In
France, we indicate "one" with the thumb. To show "two," you put the thumb back and show
the index and middle fingers. To indicate "three," use the index, middle, and ring fingers. At
"four," you add the pinky, and at "five" the thumb.
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FRENCH

1. Fumeur ou non-fumeur?

>, Pourrions-nous nous asseoir la?

3. Pourrions-nous nous asseoir ici?

4. Ouvous voulez.

ENGLISH

1. Smoking or non-smoking?

2. Could we sit there?

3. Could we sit here?

4. Wherever you like.

VOCABULARY
French English Class
s'asseoir to sit verb
la there, here adverb of place
nous we personal pronoun
pouvoir can verb
ici here adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Tu t'assoies ici.

Nous nous asseyons au premier rang.

"You sit here." "We sit in the first row."

Il est la. Nous voulons vous donner ce cadeau
) de remerciement.

"He is there."

"We want to give you this thank
you gift."

Nous voyageons ensembe.

"We travel together."

Nous apprenons le francais.

"We |learn French."

Je peux nager, mais je n'aime pas ¢a.

"I'm able to swim, but I don't like
it."

Pouvez-vous fermer cette fenétre s'il
vous plait?

"Can you close that window,
please?"

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser
passer?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Nous sommes ici.

"We are here."

Je suis ici.

"T am here."

GRAMMAR

Dining in restaurants is one of the favorite activities of the French. Some restaurants are
very popular and you must reserve in advance, whereas some restaurants do not take
reservations at all. Most restaurants do both reservations and walk-ins. If you already know
a place you'd like to eat, be sure to call and find out whether you can reserve a table.

Now remember, when you enter a restaurant you'll hear Combien de personnes? This will
likely be followed by one of the following expressions. "Non-smoking" in French is



non-fumeur. The first word, non, means "no." This is followed by fumeur, which in English
means "smoker." "Smoking" in French is simply fumeur. Together, people often ask the
question Fumeur ou non fumeur? This means "Smoking or non-smoking?" You can beat
them to the punch by saying how many people in your party and "non-smoking" first. For
example, you can say Trois personnes, non-fumeurs s'il vous plait.

Now, secondhand smoke may not be the only obstacle on your path toward the perfect
meal, as you may not like the location of the table selected for you. Perhaps you want a
table by the window or one not next to the kitchen door! Try this: Pourrions-nous nous
asseoir la? The first word, pourrions, means "could." It is followed by nous, which in English
means "we." So to recap, we have pourrions-nous? This is followed by nous asseoir, which in
Frenchis "we" + the infinitive of the verb meaning "to sit." Lastly, we have /a, which in
English means "there." So all together, we have Pourrions-nous nous asseoir la? that literally
means "Could we sit there?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Do You Want to Eat at Thirteen O'Clock in France?

You can reserve a table using some of the phrases you have just learned. Say Bonjour/
Bonsoir. J'aimerais une table pour (X) personnes, non-fumeur (or fumeur) a (Y) heure." ("Hello.
I would like a table for (X number of) people, non-smoking (or smoking), at (Y) o'clock.") For
example, Bonsoir. J'aimerais une table pour deux personnes, non-fumeur, a vingt heures.
("Good evening. I would like a table for two people, non-smoking, at eight o'clock.") You
may have noticed that the hour in the example is not "eight" o'clock but "twenty" o'clock. All
p.m. hours in France are spoken using the twenty-four-hour clock and not the twelve-hour
clock. For example, "one o'clock" in the afternoon is "treize (13) heures." We will take a look
at numbers again later.

Restaurant dinner hours are almost always later than what most travelers are used to. The
earliest dinner service is at eight p.m. and the last one sometime between eleven and
midnight. So if you walk up to a restaurant at seven p.m., you will likely be turned away.
However, there are restaurants that run all day long called brasseries. The food is never the
best, but you are sure to be served.

Right behind eating out, smoking is the second favorite activity in French culture, and for a
non-smoker, this can be frustrating. Restaurants have been going to the trouble of creating
non-smoking areas for some years, but these are never truly separated from the smoking
sections. Sometimes there is simply no escape, and the most we can do is ask someone to
move their cigarette or smoke in another direction. This can be tricky as it means



interrupting someone in their private conversation. Remember that magic phrase we
learned? Excusez-moi de vous déranger, mais... This is the perfect opportunity to put it to
use. Say Excusez-moi de vous déranger, mais pourriez-vous fumer avec I'autre main/dans
I'autre direction ? ("Sorry to disturb you, but can you smoke with the other hand/in the other
direction?") However, all this may not be necessary as French law forbade smoking in
restaurants and bars starting in January 2008.
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FRENCH

1. Qu'est-ce que vous recommandez?

2. Del'eau, s'il vous platit.

3. Sans glacons, s'il vous platt.

ENGLISH

1. What do you recommend?

2. Water, please.

3. Noice, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
sans without preposition
un glacon anice cube noun masculine
s'il vous plait please phrase
I'eau water noun
du/de la/de I some partitive article
interrogative
gu'est-ce que what pronoun
vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
recommander to recommend verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Un Coca sans glacons s'il vous plait.

"One Coke without ice, please."

Celava sans dire.

"It's without saying."

J'aime mon Coca Cola avec glagons.

"I like my Coke with ice."

La carte des vins, s'il vous plait.

"The wine list, please."

L'eau minérale est bonne pour la
santé.

"Mineral water is healthy."

Je mange du pain.

"I'm eating some bread."

Je veux de la confiture, du beurre et de
I'eau.

"I want some jam, some butter,
and some water."

Qu'est-ce que c'est, Le Louvre ?

"What is the Louvre?"

Qu'est ce que tu as?

"What do you have?"

Et vous, vous étes en vacances ?

"And you, you are on vacation?"

Le garcon recommande la pizza.

The waiter recommends the pizza.

Je recommande ce film, il est trés bien.

"I recommend this movie; it's very
good."

GRAMMAR

Restaurant service in France can vary widely from highly attentive and welcoming to
practically nonexistent. This seems to be due to the fact that French culture does not seem
to adhere to any particular service philosophy. Rather, each waiter is left to run things how
he or she sees fit. I find it useful to see a restaurant or a shop as someone else's home.
This person has left his door open to offer strangers the opportunity to shop or eat in his
home. In a sense, he is doing you, the stranger, a favor by offering this opportunity to enter
his territory. The fact that you bring money does not change this relationship. Therefore, it
is important to respect or even ingratiate yourself with the establishment in order to be

well served.



Waiters do not walk around looking to see how they can serve you in every way possible.
You have to get their attention a lot. So bone up on the terms you have learned and put
your nose out a little. You'll need to use excusez-moi, which we learned earlier means
"excuse me." As we said, we can use this phrase generally to get the attention of strangers,
including waiters.

Another way to get a waiter's attention is to say Monsieur, which means "sir," or Madame,
which means "madam." We learned about these words earlier as well. We use them
generally to get a person's attention. If you like, you can say these two phrases together:
for example, Monsieur, excusez-moi.

Once the waiter or waitress comes to your table, you can go with the standard point and
"this please." As we have learned in the first lesson, in French "this please" is ¢a, s'il vous
plait. Now if you're feeling ambitious, you could go for "What do you recommend?" In
French, "What do you recommend?" is Qu'est-ce que vous recommandez. The first word,
Qu'est-ce que, means "What is it that?" and we translate it as "What?" It is followed by vous,
which, as we have learned, in English means "you." This is followed by recommandez, which
means "recommend." All together, we have Qu'est-ce que vous recommandez.

Now two more phrases that will come in handy have to do with water and ice! In France, the
water is safe to drink. In French, "water, please" is de I'eau, s'il vous plait. The first word, de
I'eau, means "some water." It is followed by s'il vous plait, which we know means "please."
Now on to the ice issue! Whether itis a health concern or economic decision, in French "no
ice, please" is sans glacons, s'il vous plait. The first word, sans, means "without." It is
followed by glacons, which in English means "ice cubes." All together, we have sans glagons,
s'il vous plait.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quenching Your Thirst in France

Sometimes when you ask for water it will come in a small glass and you will remain thirsty.
To avoid asking for water over and over, ask for a pitcher of water. You can do this with the
term Une carafe d'eau, s'il vous plait ("A pitcher of water, please."). When it comes to ice,
restaurants and bars sometimes don't offer it automatically and you have to ask for it if you
want it. To ask for ice, say Avec glacons, s'il vous plait, which means "With ice, please."
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FRENCH

1. Atable!

2. Bon appétit.

3. C'est bon.

4. C'est délicieux.

5. Merci, c'était bon!

ENGLISH

1. Dinner's ready!

2. Enjoy your meal.

3. It's good.

4. This is delicious.

5. Thankyou, that was delicious!

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
c'est this is, that is, it's phrase
bon good adjective or adverb masculine
délicieux delicious adjective




merci thank you phrase
étre to be verb
bon appétit Enjoy your meal. phrase
a table Dinner's ready. phrase
SAMPLE SENTENCES

C'est un vieux livre.

"It's an old book."

C'est mon collégue préféré.

"It's my preferred coworker."

C'est mon porte-feuille.

"This is my wallet."

C'est un bon livre.

"It is a good book."

Le chocolat, c'est bon.

"Chocolate is good."

Le gateau au chocolat est plutét
délicieux.

"Chocolate cake is pretty
delicious."

La femme apprécie une délicieuse
pizza.

"This woman is eating a delicious
pizza."

Le couscous, c'est délicieux.

"Couscous is delicious."

C'est plus que bon, c'est délicieux!

"This is more than good; this is
delicious!"

Mille mercis.

"A thousand thanks."

Etre ou ne pas étre.

"To be or not to be."

Il est gentil

"He is nice."




Bon appétit! Il est 20h, a table'!

"Enjoy your meal!" "It's 20:00, dinner's ready!"

GRAMMAR

As mentioned, it is proper to let the host take the lead in all things related to your meal. On
more informal occasions, others may take the lead and serve food and drinks as well if the
host agrees. If you ever feel like taking the initiative, it is customary to serve everyone else
before serving yourself. When it comes to serving seconds, present the item you wish to
serve and ask Vous en voulez? (formal "you") or Tu en veux? (informal "you"), which means,
"Would you like some?" Be sure to ask everyone and serve yourself last.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Raising Your Glass in France

When you offer a toast, there are a couple of customs that outsiders find a little
superstitious, but I enjoy them. First, you don't toast when the beverages are non-alcoholic.
I am not sure why. Second, each person must take the time to touch his or her glass with
everyone else's. Generally, this means no two pairs of people are to toast at the same time
(though most people cheat on this) and certainly, no two pairs of people are to cross arms
trying touching their glasses across the table. Third, you are to look each person kindly in
the eyes as you touch glasses. If you miss this detail, the French people will swiftly correct
you. Once everyone has toasted, you may drink.

Other French expressions for a toast are a votre santé ("to your health") and a vous ("to
you"). If you are only toasting one other person in an informal situation, you can use a ta
santé and a toi.
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FRENCH

1. Excusez-moi.

2. L'addition, s'il vous plait.

3. C'est délicieux.

4. Prenez-vous la carte de crédit?

ENGLISH

1. Excuse me.

2. The bill, please.

3. It's delicious.

4. Do you take credit cards?

VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender

excusez-moi excuse me phrase
c'est it's, this is, that is contraction

délicieux delicious adjective

addition bill, check, addition noun feminine
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression

prendre to take verb




carte de crédit credit card noun feminine

vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Excusez-moi, ou est la gare? Excusez-moi, avez-vous vu mon chien?
"Excuse me, where is the train "Excuse me, have you seen my
station?" dog?"
Excusez-moi, je crois que c'est ma Excusez-moi, avez-vous du pain?

place sur laquelle vous étes assis(e).
"Excuse me, do you have some

"Excuse me, I think this is my seat bread?"
you are sitting on."

C'est a mon pére. Le gateau au chocolat est plutot

délicieux.
"It's my father's."

"Chocolate cake is pretty
delicious."

La femme apprécie une délicieuse Le couscous, c'est délicieux.

pizza. . -
"Couscous is delicious."

"This woman is eating a delicious
pizza."

C'est plus que bon, c'est délicieux! L'addition est 1,10 euros plus 0,90

o o centimes d'euros, ca fait 2 euros.
"This is more than good; this is

delicious!" "The bill is 1.10 euros plus 0.90
cents of a euro; it is two euros."




Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il J'aime bien celle-ci donc je vais la

vous plait ? prendre.

"Can you give me a coffee, "I like this one so I'll take it."
please?"

Cette femme prend ses pilules tous Il prend le train jeudi.

les matins avant le petit déjeuner. )
"He takes the train on Thursday."

"The woman takes her pills every
morning before breakfast.”

Il a pris le train. On a bloqué ma carte de crédit.
"He took the train." "They blocked my credit card."
La banque nous a proposé une carte Vous étes ici.

de crédit.

"You are here."
"The bank offered us a credit

card."

Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

GRAMMAR

Closing out a meal in France can be a slow affair. France takes pride in its cuisine and so,
whether in a restaurant or a person's home, meals can take their time. One often gets
three courses, even in low-cost establishments, and discussion, the other French pride, can
eat up the hours. After dessert, it is common to continue the meal with an apéritif. Lunch
service in restaurants, however, is usually quite fast as many are on their one-hour lunch
break.

Today we'll cover getting out of a restaurant. First, you may have to get a hold of the staff.
Again, you can accomplish this by saying Excusez-moi. Once at your table, you can ask for
the check. In French, "check, please" is L'addition, s'il vous plait. The first word, I'addition,
means "the bill." It is followed by s'il vous plait, which, as we have learned, in English means



"please." If you'd like to tell someone how good the food is, or if you're eating with
someone and you want to let that person know how good you think the food is, you can say
délicieux. Don't forget to say "thank you."

In France, itis not a common practice to tip. So your amount will be on your check.
However, it is always a kind gesture to leave your loose change.

One last useful phrase has to do with credit cards. In French, "Do you take credit cards?" is
Prenez-vous la carte de crédit? The first word, prenez, means "take." It is followed by vous,
which, as we have learned, in English means "you." So to recap, we have prenez vous, which
literally means "take you?" This is followed by /a, which is French for "the" in the feminine
form. Next is carte, which means "card." So to recap we have Prenez-vous la carte, which
literally means "Take you the card." This is followed by de, which as we have learned
means "of." Lastly, we have crédit, which means "credit." So all together that makes Prenez-
vous la carte de crédit? Literally, this is "Take you the card of credit?" and we translate it as
"do you take credit cards?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Tips for Using Your Plastic and for Tipping in France

Credit cards in France all come equipped with a chip that other countries don't use.
Therefore, some automated machines will not take foreign cards. It is best to use your
cards where a person is involved so you will be sure to be able to swipe.

Most if not all ATMs in France take foreign ATM cards. Check with your bank to determine
whether it has any partnerships with a French bank. This can circumvent any expensive
transaction fees. Also, ATMs have the best exchange rate going around. It is best to leave
your travelers checks and currency at home and take out euros once you are there.

Lastly, if you are in a group in a restaurant and you want to pay separately, France allows a
single bill to be divided among several cards. If you are low on cash, cards are very handy.

On the matter of tipping, restaurant bills say that the gratuity is included. However, most
waiters rely on the small tips or pour boire (literally, "for drinking") they get every day.
Being a waiter is considered a legitimate profession with unions and regulated salaries, but
the pay is low and they work hard. Even if the waiter is somewhat unpleasant, I always
leave something. So a good rule with tipping is to be as generous as you want. Americans
in particular often get special attention as they tip heavily compared to most tourists. I've
even seen waiters argue over who gets to serve the American group.
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FRENCH

1. une personne

2. deux personnes

ENGLISH

1. one person

2. two people

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
un/une one adjective
deux two adjective, numeral masculine
une personne a person noun feminine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Une table pour une personne, s'il vous J'ai deux freres.

plait.
"T have two brothers."

"A table for one, please."

Je suis ami avec une personne célébre.

"I am friends with a famous person."

GRAMMAR



French uses the same cardinal numbers (1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, and 0) as you do, so reading
numbers will be a snap. You will have to count a lot on your trip, (tickets, beds, the clock,
etc.) so knowing the first ten numbers is important. Here are the first ten numbers in
French:

French "English"
un "one"
deux "two"
trois "three"
quatre "four"
cing "five"
Six "Six"
sept "seven"
huit "eight"
neuf "nine"
dix "ten"
zéro "zero"

Counting things in French is very straightforward as the number is followed by the thing
being counted. For example, "one person" is une personne. The number comes first
followed by the thing, in this case people.

In French, nouns have singular and plural forms. Therefore, if there are two people, you
say deux personnes. In French, nouns also have gender. In case of the word for people, the
gender is feminine, so you say une personne and not un personne. "One" is the only number
that changes gender.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Recognizing Written French Ordinal Numbers



Sometimes you will not see the cardinal number but the word. Here is a list of the numbers

written as words.

Ordinals
French "English"
premier /1er "first"/"1st"
deuxiéeme/2eme "second"/"2nd"

troisieme /3eme

"third"/"3rd"

quatrieme /4eme

"fourth"/"4th"

cinquieme/5eme

"fifthll/" Sth"

sixieme /6eme

"sixth"/"6th"

septieme /7eme

"seventh"/"7th"

huitieme /8eme "eighth"/"8th"
neuvieme /9eme "ninth"/"9th"
dernier "last"

Sometimes we can master saying the numbers in a foreign language but hearing and
understanding them is another matter. Most French people know one through ten in
English so if you do not understand, you can always ask Parlez-vous anglais?
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FORMAL FRENCH

Combien?

Combien ¢a colte?

C'est combien?

ENGLISH

How much?

How much is it?

How much is it? (easier)

INFORMAL FRENCH

C'est combien?

ENGLISH

How much is it?

VOCABULARY
French English Class
combien how much adverb
c'est it's, this is, that is contraction




ca it demonstrative adjective

colter to cost verb
SAMPLE SENTENCES
C'est combien? C'est a mon pére.
"How much is it?" "It's my father's."
C'est quoi,¢ca? Ca, c'est de l'art.
"What is this?" "This is art."

Le billet d'avion colte neuf cent cinquante euros.

"The plane ticket costs 950 euros."

GRAMMAR

As in English, commerce can happen with very little language. You can simply point at
something and say combien? But you may enjoy your shopping more if you learn more
elaborate phrases. In France, commerce is a highly appreciated and delicate art with all
kinds of phrases and posturing. In the following quick tips, we will learn some of these.

In French, "how much" is combien. Depending on your spending habits, you may frequently
use this phrase when shopping at the market or at an eatery! The most rudimentary way of
using "how much" is pointing at something while saying combien? But let's try and build this
up a bit, shall we?

Let's start with the expression "How much is this?" In French, this is combien ¢a colte? The
first word, combien, means "how much" as we have seen. This is followed by ¢a, which we
covered in the third lesson and which in English means "that." This is followed by codte,
which in English means "cost." So all together, we have combien ¢a codte? This literally
translates as "how much does that cost?" Another more common and easier way to say
this phrase is c'est combien? This literally means "it's how much?" The first word, c'est, as we
have learned in an earlier lesson, means "it's." All together, we have c'est combien?

CULTURAL INSIGHT



Phrases to Know When Shopping at the French Market

When you know the name of the item you would like to buy, for instance, "a coffee" (un café)
you can ask its price by saying c'est combien pour un café? When you don't know the name
but you can point to it or carry it to the seller, you can use the phrase we already learned,
c'est combien.

One of the most exciting cultural experiences you can have is shopping at an outdoor
market. France has a strong tradition of fresh produce markets that are erected in public
squares and on sidewalks a couple times a week. Here, the question c'est combien may not
be enough. For example, you may need to know the price of something per kilo (tomatoes),
per one hundred grams (cheese), or per bunch (carrots). If you want to know the "price per
kilo," show or point to the item and say c'est combien le kilo? "Per 100 grams" is c'est
combien les cents grammes? and "per bunch" is c'est combien la botte?

Price and weight signs are often written by hand, and even though the French print
numbers the same as in Anglophone countries, the French do not write them the same
way. For example, we write the number one like a teepee or a ship's sail, and we write the
number nine like a lowercase -g. Letters also look different when we handwrite them, but
this we will cover another time!



~_3
f(; FrenchPod101.com

LESSON NOTES

Survival Phrases #18
Please Lower the Price

CONTENTS

French

English
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar
Cultural Insight

WwWwMNDNDDNDDN

18

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



FRENCH

1. Trop cher.

> Moins cher, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1. Too expensive.

> Less expensive, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
trop too adverb
moins less adverb
cher expensive adjective masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Illatrop de devoirs pour ce week- Ma jupe est trop grande.

d. .
en "My skirt is too large."

"He has too much homework for
this weekend."

Ce film est moins amusant que je le C'est cher de vivre a Tokyo.

ensais. . . o
P "It is expensive to live in Tokyo."

"This movie is less amusing than |
thought."




Ce sac est cher. Dix euros pour un stylo, c'est cher.

"This bag is expensive." "Ten euros for a pen, it's
expensive."

GRAMMAR

Haggling over prices is not common everywhere in France. Grocery stores and clothing
shops, for example, have set prices. However, negotiating prices is common at flea markets
and to some extent at outdoor produce markets. Read the following quick tips to learn some
tricks.

The phrase we cover in this lesson relates to the phrase "How much?" In French, this is
Combien? We also introduce "How much is this?" which is Combien ca colte.

When you come to France, one of the most interesting and fun things to do is haggle at the
market! So when you're at the market and talking prices, there is another phrase that will
comein very handy! That phrase is "too expensive." In French, "too expensive" is trop cher.
The first word, trop, means "too much." This is followed by cher, which in English means
"expensive." All that makes trop cher.

Another phrase that we can use in combination with this is "less expensive, please," which in
French is moins cher, s'il vous plait. The first word moins means "less." All together, that
makes moins cher, s'il vous plait.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

To Market,to Market in France

French flea markets are a blast. They are one of the few places where commerce is a little
wilder and more personal. You can rummage through a clothing bin or a pile of vintage
records and propose a deal. Often, the salespeople are immigrants and we can do away with
the normal French decorum.

If you want to lower a price, first ask the seller combien? He will tell you his price. Then refuse,
saying c'est trop cher. If he makes a second offer and it is still too high, make a very low
counteroffer. He will try to convince you of the quality of his product rather than change the
price. Offer a second time, a little higher. Do not act convinced by him. Act as if you are
doing him a favor by getting the item off his hands. Once you have an offer from him you like,
say D'accord. C'est bon.

Vendors sniff out travelers in France because they are a much easier sell than the French



themselves. But you don't have to play along. If you are interested but don't want to be seen
as an easy sell, start by refusing flatly. Non merci. This won't turn a vendor away and he'll
continue to press you to buy. If you say trop cher, he will know to go down. From this point,
continue as we elucidate in the first quick tip.
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VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender
I'euro the euro noun masculine
centime, cent cent noun masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES
A-Tu as un euro? B - Voila! Deux euros.
"A - Do you have a euro? B - There | "two euros"

you go!"

Cette bouteille colite vingt-cinq euros.

"This bottle costs twenty-five
euros."

0.05 euro (cinq cents / cinq cents
d'euro)

"0.05 euro (five cents / five cents
of a euro)"

0,50 Euro [cinquante cents / cinquante
centimes (d'euro)]

"0.50 euro [fifty cents (of a euro)]"

1,20 Euro (un euro vingt)

"1.20 euro (one, twenty / one euro
and twenty cents)"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Euros and Cents in Europe

In France, the currency is the euro with denominations consisting of ones, twos, fives, tens,
twenties, fifties, hundreds, two hundreds, and five hundreds. As of October 2007, the
exchange rate is roughly seventy euro cents to one U.S. dollar and roughly sixty euro cents
to one hundred Japanese yen. Paper currency includes seven bills and eight coins.

In French, we pronounce the word euro as "euro." We translate the word "cents" in two



ways. One is to simply say the word in English but with a French accent: cents. The second
and more common way is to say centimes.

When saying a price, we often do not say the word cents. For example, "one euro twenty"
translates as un euro vingt. If the price is made only of cents, then we say the price and
then centimes. For example, "fifty cents" is cinquante centimes.

As the euro is the common currency for eleven of the twenty-five countries of the European
Union, also known as the Euro Zone, the currency was designed to appeal to different
European cultures. However, the Euro Zone countries could not agree on what to put on
what bills with everyone fighting to represent their country on the largest bill.
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FRENCH

1. Cyber café

> Avez-vousle wifi?

5. Motde passe et pseudo, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1 Internet café

> Do you have wifi?

3. Password and username, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
cyber café internet cafe noun masculine
avoir to have verb

vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
WIFI wireless connection noun masculine
un mot de passe a password noun masculine
un pseudo ausername noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Les cyber cafés sont des endroits publics
d'acces a Internet.

"Internet cafes are public places to
access the Internet."

Il a une voiture.

"He has a car."

J'ai trente-trois ans.

"l am thirty-three years old."

Excusez- moi, avez-vous du pain?

"Excuse me, do you have some
bread?"

Vous étes ici.

"You are here."

Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

J'utilise le WIFI quand je travaille dans un
café.

" use a wireless connection when |
work in a coffee shop."

J'ai le méme mot de passe pour tous les
sites que je visite.

"l have the same password for all
the websites | visit."

Mon pseudo sur Ebay est Frank223.

"My username on Ebay is Frank223."

GRAMMAR

In France, when you walk into a store seeking Internet service, approach the reception desk
and tell the clerk what you're here for. Just say "Internet" or in French, Internet. The attendant
will print out a tab that states the time you signed in. When you leave, simply bring that tab to
the counter and the attendant will charge you for the hours you stayed. The price is usually
about one euro per half hour. The price isall inclusive for the time you stayed there. Some
places have a discount for longer stays, so be sure to look over the entire price list before
making adecision.

Another critical question for all you laptop-packing world trekkers is "Does this store have
WIiFi?" In French, "Do you have WiFi?" is Avez-vous le wifi? The first word, avez, means
"have." ltis followed by vous, which, as we have learned, in English means "you." Thisis
followed by le wifi, which means "WiFi." So all together, we have Avez-vous le wifi. Literally,
thismeans "Have you the WiFi?"

And finally, here is one more phrase that might prove useful: "Password and username,
please." In French, "Password and username, please" is mot de passe et pseudo, SVP. The first
word, mot, means "word." Itis followed by de passe, which in English means "pass." So far we



have mot de passe, which means "password." Thisis followed by et, which as we have learned
in English means "and." Thisis followed by pseudo, which in French is "username." Thisis
followed by s'il vous plait, which as we have learned is French for "please." So all together,
we have mot de passe et pseudo, s'il vous plait.

Internet cafésin France are a foreigner'shome away from home, and for this reason, French
Internet cafés often have signsin English. (When looking for the café, just look for the "@" on a
sign.) However, the Anglophone (qwerty) keyboard is not so common, as most of the
keyboards are French (azerty). Some cafés carry Anglophone keyboards. Some don't.
Thankfully, the French keyboard is not entirely different and has all the same letters as the
Anglophone keyboard, justin a slightly different order. To ask for a qwerty keyboard, say Avez-
vous un clavier américain ? ("Do you have an American keyboard?") to the person at the
reception desk.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

French One-Stop Shops for Printing, Copying, and Calling

If you would like to print something, the word for "printer" isimprimante. Click under the word
for "file," fichier, and click on imprimante. Be sure to look at the price board to know what you
can afford. Pricestend to vary a lot between Internet cafés.

Secondly, many Internet cafés double as copy shops (or many copy shops double as Internet
cafés) so if you need to get any copying and printing done, bring what you need with you.

Internet cafés also double as phone centers quite often, especially in immigrant
neighborhoods where the population needsto call out of the country. You will see rooms with
computers and roomslined with phone booths. These phone booths have their own rates
separate from the public phones on the street that the establishment sets, which are usually
cheaper for calling abroad. These stores also sell very cheap phone cards. You can also get
one at atobacco shop, or tabac, which ared diamond symbolizes on the street.
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FRENCH

1. Est-ce que ce bus va a Chatelet?

ENGLISH

1. Does this bus go to Chatelet?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
est-ce que is, that phrase
ce this adjective masculine
un bus a bus noun masculine
aller to go verb
a atorto preposition
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Est-ce que c'est une Cadillac?

"Is it a Cadillac?"

Ma grand-mére m'a donné ce
portefeuille.

"My grandmother gave me this
wallet."

Je voudrais ce livre.

"T would like this book."

Ce musée est intéressant.

"This museum is interesting."




Le premier bus est a cinq heures du
matin.

"The first bus is at five o'clock in
the morning."

Je suis allée a une féte.

“I went to a party.”

Comment allons-nous la-bas?

“How do we go there?”

Qui va alaplage le week-end
prochain?

"Who is going to the beach next
weekend?"

Je suis allée a la clinique vétérinaire.

"I went to the animal hospital."

Ils vont au parc le dimanche.

"They go to the park on Sundays."

Marie va en Egypte.

"Mary goes to Egypt."

Je suis a la maison.

"T am at home."

J'habite a Sidney.

"I live in Sydney."

Je vais a la campagne.

"I go to the countryside."

GRAMMAR

Taking the right bus in France can be a snap. All you need is the handy phrase Est-ce que ce
busva a___ ? When a bus comes, walk up to the door and ask the driver this question, filling
in the destination you want. If his bus does not go there, he will know which one will.

In today's lesson, let's use the station Chatelet. In French, "station" means "station." In
French, "Will this bus go to Chatelet?" is Est-ce que ce bus va a Chatelet? The first word, est-ce
que, literally means "is it that," and we translate it as "does." It is followed by ce, which in
French is "this." So to recap here, we have est-ce que ce. Literally, this means "is it that this."
The next word, bus, means "bus." This is followed by va, which in English means "go." The
next word is a, which in English means "to." Finally, we have Chdatelet, which is the name of
our destination. So all together, we have Est-ce que ce bus va a Chatelet? Literally, this

means "Is it that this bus goes to Chatelet?"



Once you have the right bus, you need to know a few things about riding the bus. City buses
in France are different in each city, and so prices and ticketing systems vary. Few buses
provide text explanations in English, so be sure to ask the driver or another local (for
instance, a tourist office employee) how it all works. However, there are a few
commonalities. First, you can almost always buy your ticket from the bus driver if you don't
have one already. Second, prices vary system to system, so ask at the local tourist office.
Third, you can pay with coins or bills. Finally, an average fare is one euro fifty.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Tips for Reaching Your French Destination by Bus

If you are worried about missing your stop, you can request that the driver alert you when
you get there. The way to ask for this is to say S'il vous plait, pourriez-vous me dire quand
nous sommes arrivés a (your destination). In English, this is "Please tell me when we arrive
at (your destination)." An easier but less cordial way of saying this is Dites-moi quand nous
sommes arrivés a (your destination). Don't forget to stay at the front so the driver can find
you when the time comes.

French cities do not offer twenty-four hour metro service, but they make up for it with night
buses. These usually have different routes than the day buses and run less frequently. The
word in French for night bus is bus de nuit.
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FRENCH

1. Quel estle prochain arrét?

2. Estla tour Eiffel le prochain arrét?

ENGLISH

1. What s the next stop?

2. Is the Eiffel Tower the next stop?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
interrogative
quel(le) which, what adjective feminine
étre to be verb
le the (singular) definite article masculine
prochain(e) next adjective
un arrét a stop noun masculine
La Tour Eiffel the Eiffel tower proper noun feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Quel age as-tu ?

"How old are you?"

Quelle ville tu visites ?

"Which city are you visiting?"




Etre ou ne pas étre.

"To be or not to be."

Il est gentil

"He is nice."

Le supermarché est au centre
commercial.

"The supermarket is at the mall."

Mon anniversaire est la semaine
prochaine.

"can you close that window,
please?"

Le prochain train est a 9h.

"The next train is at 9:00."

Je désire aller a Bordeaux le week-end
prochain.

"I'd like to go to Bordeaux next
weekend."

La municipalité a publié un arrét sur
les déchets.

"The municipality published a
decree on waste."

La tour Eiffel s'illumine chaque nuit.

"The Eiffel Tower is lit up every
night."

La tour Eiffel est magnifique!

"The Eiffel tower is magnificent."

GRAMMAR

Once on the bus, you'll hear announcements informing the passengers of where the bus

will stop next. Now, in the case that there is no English announcement, you may not catch

the location just announced. So you may find the phrase "What is the next stop?"
indispensable. In French, "What is the next stop?" is Quel est le prochain arrét? The first
word, quel, means "what." It is followed by est, which in English means "is." So to recap

here, we have quel est. Literally, this means "what is." The next word, /e, means "the." It is
followed by prochain, which means "next." Finally, we have arrét, which means "stop." So all

together, we have Quel est le prochain arrét? Literally, this means "What is the next stop?"

Another way of inquiring could be asking whether your desired destination is the next stop.

For this phrase we'll use the Eiffel Tower as the destination. So the phrase "Is the Eiffel



Tower the next stop?" is Est la tour Eiffel le prochain arrét? The first word, est, means "is," as
we have learned. This is followed by /la tour Eiffel, which is "the Eiffel Tower." So to recap
here, we have Est la tour Eiffel. Literally, this means "Is the Eiffel Tower." Let's take a look at
the next part of the phrase: le prochain arret, as we just learned, means "the next stop." So
all together, we have Est la tour Eiffel le prochain arrét? Literally, this means "Is the Eiffel
Tower the next stop?"

A different company runs buses for each city in France, so prices and ticketing systems
vary. Very few buses provide text explanations in English, so be sure to ask the driver or
another local how it all works. There is no national bus service in France (though there is an
international bus service within Europe), but the train system is fairly good.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Taking in the French Sights by Bus and Bike

If you are visiting a major city in France, such as Paris, there are several public
transportation systems at your disposal. If you have a choice between the metro and the
bus, the bus has a major advantage: views. The metro may be quicker, but you spend up to
thirty minutes underground when you could be above ground taking in the sights. It is also
a good way to understand how the city is laid out.

As with most bus systems, the bus never comes exactly when scheduled, but for the most
part, buses are reliable in France.

Another public transportation system that has recently become quite successful is the
public bicycle. Paris and Lyon, for example, have a network of automated public bike
stations where you can use your credit card to rent a bike for a day. The stations are
numerous enough to make it workable, and you get a little exercise.
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FRENCH

1. Est-ce que ce train va a Chatelet?

ENGLISH

1. Does this train go to Chatelet?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
est-ce que is, that phrase
ce this adjective masculine
un train a train noun masculine
aller to go verb
a atorto preposition
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Est-ce que c'est une Cadillac?

"Is it a Cadillac?"

Ma grand-mére m'a donné ce
portefeuille.

"My grandmother gave me this
wallet."

Je voudrais ce livre.

"T would like this book."

Ce musée est intéressant.

"This museum is interesting."




L'Orient Express est un vieux train.

"The Orient Express is an old
train."

Je suis allée a une féte.

“I went to a party.”

Comment allons-nous la-bas?

“How do we go there?”

Qui va alaplage le week-end
prochain?

"Who is going to the beach next
weekend?"

Je suis allée a la clinique vétérinaire.

"I went to the animal hospital."

Ils vont au parc le dimanche.

"They go to the park on Sundays."

Marie va en Egypte.

"Mary goes to Egypt."

Je suis a la maison.

"T am at home."

J'habite a Sidney.

"I live in Sydney."

Je vais a la campagne.

"I go to the countryside."

GRAMMAR

The Parisian metro is one of the most efficient and extensive subways in the world. In fact,
there are two subways. The second is called the RER and is the commuter train that serves
the suburbs. It also has stops within the city and can be much faster as it makes fewer
stops. The two systems combined make it possible to get anywhere in the city in under

thirty minutes.

Other French cities have subway systems, but the Parisian is France's icon. Its entrances
are maintained in the original art nouveau style from when it first opened in the twenties. If
you make it to Paris, it is definitely a must-see.

Once you make it to a metro platform, you may want to confirm the train you're about to
board is heading the right way. So in French "Will this train go to Chatelet" is Est-ce que ce
train va a Chatelet? The first word, est-ce que, literally means "is it that," and we translate it
as "does." It is followed by ce, which in French is "this." So to recap here, we have est-ce que



ce. Literally, this means "is it that this." The next French word, train, means "train" in
English. It is followed by va, which in English means "go." The next word is @, which in
English means "to." Finally, we have Chdtelet, which is our destination. So all together, we
have Est-ce que ce train va a Chdtelet? Literally, this means "Is it that this train goes to
Chatelet?"

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Shhh! Be Quiet on the Metro

For all its efficiency, there is nothing more frustrating than when the public transportation
workers go on strike. The French often announce strikes well in advance as so many people
rely on public transportation. Some strikes only last a day, but some have lasted up to a
month. French culture has a strong sense for workers' rights, so people tolerate such
disturbances. If public transportation does go on strike, walking or biking is your best way
to get around. Cars and taxis will be jammed in traffic.

Another peculiarity of the French metro is the silence. Many travelers are surprised to find
that everyone rides in silence, staring off into their own world, unless of course they are
with friends. But even conversations between friends are kept hushed. One theory is that
the metro is one of the few places in the city where one can have some quiet. The city is so
boisterous that once everyone finally sits, they want to recuperate. The ones who don't
seem to pick up on this are, of course, the tourists. One can always tell them apart by the
loudness of their voices. It would be a respectful gesture to watch your voice in the metro,
so as not to disturb the meditating Parisians.
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FRENCH

1. Un billet pour Dijon, SVP.

2. Deux billets pour Dijon, SVP.

ENGLISH

1. One ticket for Dijon, please.

2. Two tickets for Dijon, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
billet bill, ticket noun masculine
pour for, to preposition
Dijon Dijon proper noun
deux two adjective, numeral masculine
un a, an indefinite article masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

J'ai seulement un billet de 100 euros.

"I only have a 100 euro bill."

Mon billet d'avion n'est pas cher.

"My plane ticket is not expensive."

Pour aller a Paris, je prends le train.

"To go to Paris, I take the train."

C'est pour toi.

"This is for you."




Il étudie la chimie pour étre J'aime la moutarde de Dijon.

pharmacien. ) N
"I like Dijon mustard."

"He studies chemistry to be a

pharmacist."

J'ai deux fréres. Un peu d'eau.

"I have two brothers." "A little water."
GRAMMAR

Taking the train is one of the best ways to see all France has to offer. With the phrases you
have just learned, you will be able to travel the rails with ease. To make your rail travel
even smoother, here are some quick tips to guide you through some kinks.

In France, you can buy train tickets at the ticket gate window, a vending machine, or on the
train, though this last option is more expensive. When traveling long distances, there are
several types of tickets, which we'll take a look at in a minute, but first let's work on asking
for the ticket. We can accomplish this by asking "Ticket to (destination), please." Now, of
course, we need a destination. So let's use Dijon. This city is located in the eastern part of
France and is well known for its mustard. So to ask for one ticket to Dijon in French, we say
Un billet pour Dijon SVP, which means "One ticket to Dijon, please." The first word, un,
means "a." It is followed by billet, which in English means "ticket." So to recap here, we
have un billet. Literally, this means "a ticket." The next word is pour, which means "for." This
followed by Dijon, our destination. Lastly, we have SVP, which as we have learned means
"please." So all together, we have Un billet pour Dijon, SVP. Literally, this means "One ticket
for Dijon, please."

Now if you want to buy more than one ticket-for example, if you wanted to buy two tickets-
you can accomplish this by saying Deux billets pour Dijon, SVP. Notice that we simply
substitute un with deux and change billet to billets. However, just the destination may not be
enough, as there are several types of seats on trains in France. There are first-class seats
and second-class seats. Once we have established the destination, it is time to select the
type of seat you want. In French, "first class" is premiére classe. The first word, premiere,
means "first." It is followed by classe, which in French is "class." So all together, we have
premiére classe. Literally, this means "first class." "Second class" is seconde classe. The first
word, seconde, means "second." It is followed by classe, which in French is "class" as we
have learned.

CULTURAL INSIGHT



All Aboard the French Train System!

The French train system is one of the best in the world. The French run high-speed trains,
or TGV (trains de grande vitesse, French for "high-speed trains") to all corners of the
country. One can travel from Paris to Marseille in under four hours, whereas by car it would
take at least eight hours. However, not all trains are TGV. There are two other systems,
Corail and Téoz, that access the minor cities. These can run at a snail's pace as they stop at
every town along the way. Be sure to go through the options with the ticket agent to make
sure you get the train you want. The slower trains can be a nice way to see the countryside
if you have the time.

You can easily buy a ticket on the French train system on the website http://www.voyages-
sncf.com. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and look for the British flag to read the site
in English. The website offers special Internet deals as well in the "promos" section, though
you must be in the French version to see them.
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FRENCH

1. Al'Arc de Triomphe, s'il vous platit.

2. Jaimerais aller a 'Arc de Triomphe.

ENGLISH

1. Tothe Arc de Triomphe, please.

2. Twould like to go to Arc de Triomphe.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
a atorto preposition
the (dropped e in
I front of vowel) article both
I'Arc de Triomphe  the Arch of Triumph proper noun masculine
aller to go verb
aimer to like verb
jelj' I personal pronoun
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je suis a la maison.

"T am at home."

J'habite a Sidney.

"I live in Sydney."




Je vais a la campagne. L'homme frigorifié se bat pour rester
) chaud.
"I go to the countryside."
"The cold man is struggling to
stay warm."
L'Arc de Triomphe est a Paris. Je vais chez Cécile ce soir.
"The Arch of Triumph is in Paris." "I am going to Cécile's tonight."
On va dans le sud pour Noél. J'aimerais une biére, s'il vous plait.
"We're going south for Christmas." | "I would like a beer, please."
Elle aime discuter au bistrot. Je vais bien.
"She likes to chat at the bistro." "I am well."

GRAMMAR

France offers a multitude of quality public transportation options: the metro, the bus, the
public bicycle, and so forth. But sometimes a taxi is just what you want. For example, the
public transportation in Paris can be jam-packed at rush hour and you need some peace
and quiet. Or maybe you need to get somewhere in a hurry. Taxis are always the fastest.
Or it's late and the public transportation has closed.

If you are worried about prices, splitting the ride can make it worth it. Travel within Paris,
for example, will never exceed twenty-five euros. Therefore, split between four people, a
taxi can be the best option.

In this lesson, we'll cover a phrase you can use to get to your destination when riding in a
taxi. We'll look at the most basic way to express this, which is the word "to" followed by a
destination. In today's lesson, we'll use the Arc de Triomphe. Now let's hear it once again:
Arc de Triomphe. This location is known for its eight-lane traffic circle. So now let's go over
what to say to the taxi driver to get there. In French, "to the Arc de Triomphe" is a I'Arc de
Triomphe. The word for "to" in French is @, as we have learned in a previous lesson. This is
the most basic way of expressing where you would like to go.

Well, actually just saying your desired destination should work, but speaking the local
language is one of the most fun things you can do on your travels. So let's go over another



option! You can also say "I would like to go to (destination)," which in French is J'aimerais
aller a I'Arc de Triomphe. The first word, j'aimerais, means "I would like." It is followed by
aller, which in English means "to go." So to recap here, we have j'aimerais aller. Literally,
this means "I would like to go." The next part, a I'Arc de Triomphe, means "to the Arc de
Triomphe," as we learned already. So all together, we have J'aimerais aller a I'Arc de
Triomphe. Literally, this means "I would like to go to the Arc de Triomphe."

In France, you are not expected to tip the driver, although tip if you feel like it's appropriate,
as taxi drivers do not make much money and rely on tips regardless of this rule.

One more helpful phrase when taking a taxi is "Here is fine." This phrase will allow you to
get out of the taxi whenever and wherever you want. In French, "Here is fine" is La, c'est
bon. The first word, La, means "here." It is followed by c'est, which in English means "it's."
Lastly, we have bon, which in English means "good." All together, that makes La, c'est bon.
Literally, this means "Here, it's good."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Tips for Hailing and Tipping Your French Taxi Driver

Now that you know all about talking to a taxi driver, how do you get a taxi? The most
obvious option is to go to a busy street and look for one in the traffic. Raise your hand and
say the word "taxi." If his light is on, he's available. If it's off, he's not.

Another option is to go to a taxi queue. These are identified by tall green boxes with a white
top that reads "taxi." If there are no taxis in the queue, the green boxes have intercoms
that talk to an operator who will then send one to you.

The last option is to call a taxi using a number from the yellow pages. If you do this, be
warned that the driver will start running his meter from the moment he is called, and this
can make things quite expensive if he is far away. To minimize this, look for numbers that
call taxi stations near you.

As mentioned in the lesson, tipping is not expected; however, it is much appreciated. Taxi
drivers do not earn very much money and rely on tips from tourists regardless of whether
the French give them or not. If you feel like being generous, be generous.
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FRENCH

1. J'aime bien.

2. J'adore.

3. Jen'aime pas.

ENGLISH

1. Tlike it.

2. Treally like it./I like it very much.

3. Idon'tlike it.

VOCABULARY
French English Class
jel]j' I personal pronoun
aimer to like verb
bien well expression
beaucoup a lot, very much adverb
this is the negation that you
ne/n'...pas are goingto use ina phrase

sentence

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Je vais bien. J'aimerais une biére, s'il vous plait.
"I am well." "I would like a beer, please."”
Elle aime discuter au bistrot. Eh bien, au moins j'ai essayé.
"She likes to chat at the bistro." "Well, at least I tried."

C'est trés bien! C'est bien fait.

"That’s very good!" "It's well done."”

Je n'aime pas beaucoup le vin. Je révise beaucoup le soir.

"I don't like wine very much." "I study a lot in the evening."
Je ne vais pas au cinéma. Je n'ai pas de voiture.

"I am not going to the movies." "I do not have a car."
GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to a phrase you'll use countless times on your travels!
For everyone out there who likes French food, this is the word you want to know so that you
keep getting more of it!

In French, "L like it" is J'aime bien. The first word, j'aime, means "I like." It is followed by bien,
which in French is "well." So all together, we have J'aime bien. Literally, this means "I like
well."

If you want to say that you really like something, then you can use the phrase J'aime
beaucoup, which means "I really like it." Beaucoup means "a lot." This phrase literally
means "I like a lot."

In the event that you don't like something, "I don't like it" is Je n'aime pas. This is essentially
the same as the first phrase, but negative. The first word, je, means "I" as we know. This is
followed by n'aime, which in French is "like" in the negative. So to recap here, we have Je
n'aime. Literally, this means "I no like." The next word, pas, means something like "not" and
completes the negation of the verb.



So all together, we have Je n'aime pas. Literally, this means "I don't like this."

These survival phrases will be the essential phrases you need to express your preferences.
But there are some finer points to work out.

The phrase j'aime bien means "I like it," but the verb aimer also means "to love." For
instance, "I love you" is je t'aime. Expressing the right version of aimer can be tricky
because we don't want to say "I love it" in the romantic sense when we mean "I like it." For
instance, je I'aime means "I love him/her." When we are talking about a thing, say a
painting, we can say today's phrase, j'aime bien. When we are talking about a person, we
say je I'aime bien, which is something like "I like him/her a lot." When we really like
something, we can say j'adore. Have fun when you say it.

Quick Tip: More Ways to Say You Like and Don't Like Something in French

Here are some other phrases to express preferences. Have fun with these. Say them with
emphasis. The French do.

French "English"
Je n'aime pas du tout. "I don't like it all."
Je déteste. "I hate it."

"I like it." (Literally, "It pleases me." Itis
Ca me plait. somewhat more refined than j'aime ¢a.)

Je suis fan. "I'ma fan."

Here some ways to ask others their likes and dislikes.

For Example:

1. Est-ce que vous aimez/tu aimes ¢a?
"Do you like it?"

2. Cavouslte plait ?
"Do you like it?"
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FRENCH

1. Ou est-ce que je peux trouver...?

2. Ou est-ce que je peux trouver un bar?

3. Excusez-moi, pouvez-vous me dire ou est-ce que je peux trouver un téléphone?

4. Excusez-moi, pouvez-vous me dire ol est-ce que je peux trouver un tabac?

ENGLISH

1. Where canIfind...?

2. Where canIfind a bar?

3. Excuse me, canyou tell me where I can find a telephone?

4. Excuse me, can you tell me where I can find a tobacco shop?

VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender

ou where adverb
un bar a bar noun masculine
un a article masculine
un supermarché supermarket noun masculine

vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
me me pronoun




dire to say, to tell verb

trouver to find verb
pouvoir can verb
jelj I personal pronoun
un tabac a tobacco shop noun masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Ou vas-tu demain soir? Ou tu habites ?
"Where are you going tomorrow "Where do you live?"
night?"
Le bar est plein de monde. Un martini, s'il vous plait.
"The bar is full of people."” "A martini, please."
Le supermarché est fermé le Vous étes ici.
dimanche.

"You are here."
"The supermarket is closed on

Sundays."

Vous vous appelez David. Tu me parles?

"You are called David." "Are you talking to me?"
Je pouvais dire ce qui se passait en Qu'est-ce que tu dis?

voyant ton sourire. .
"What are you saying?"

"I could tell what was happening
from your grin."




Il doit dire la vérité!

"He must tell the truth!"

Tu as réussi a trouver le chemin
jusqu'al'académie?

"Were you able to find your way to
the academy?"

Il a trouvé son ticket de loto hier.

"He found his lotto ticket
yesterday."

Je peux nager, mais je n'aime pas ca.

"I'm able to swim, but I don't like
it."

Pouvez-vous fermer cette fenétre s'il
vous plait?

"Can you close that window,
please?"

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser
passer?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Je vais bien. J'achéte le journal au tabac.

"I am well." "I buy the newspaper at the
tobacco shop."

GRAMMAR

Have you ever been in a city you don't know at all, and you are desperately looking for
something you need and cannot find it? It has happened so many times to me! I wandered
around without knowing where to go to find, for example, a bar, a phone, or a restroom!
Don't worry! Today, I would like to introduce you to a phrase that will help you track down
that specific something you're looking for. "Where can I find...?" in French is Ou je peux

trouver...?

Then, you add the name of the specific thing you are looking for.

This sentence gives you a basic structure you can use in any situation in which you will
need to get something. This structure is made up of the adverb ou ("where"), followed
by the pronoun and verb je peux ("I can" or "can I"), and finally the infinitive form of the

verb trouver ("to find").

Now let's see what kinds of things you might need if you're traveling abroad. Let's imagine



you're walking around one of France's many beautiful villages, it's very hot, and you need
to get something to drink. Let's go and ask where you can find a bar! A nice man with a
moustache happens to be nearby. Let's ask him. "Where canIfind a bar?" in French is Ou je
peux trouver un bar?

As you can easily note, you have the structure you have just seen, Ou je peux trouver,
followed by the thing you are looking for, un bar ("a bar"). Bar is a very easy noun: it is the
same in French and English. In this case, bar is preceded by the masculine singular
indefinite article un, or in English, "a."

With this form, you can go anywhere you need and ask for anything you are looking for. You
could use another form if you wanted to be more polite and wanted to use a different
expression. Let's imagine you are looking for a tobacco shop this time. "Excuse me, could
you tell me where I can find a tobacco shop?" in French is Excusez-moi vous pouvez me dire
ou je peux trouver un tabac? Don't you think this is more formal? Of course it is! So what do
we have here? We have Excusez-moi ("excuse me"), then the verb and pronoun vous pouvez,
which we know by now means "can you." This is followed by me dire, which means "tell me"
in English. After we have said Excusez-moi, vous pouvez me dire ("Excuse me, can you tell
me"), we have to add what we want to be told! In this case, we want to find "a tobacco
shop," which is ot je peux trouver un tabac? We have "Where can I find," which we've seen
is ou je peux trouver, and finally what we want to find, un tabac ("a tobacco shop"). There
you have it!

To ask for any other item, we can just replace un bar or un tabac with any other word. Let's
try it with "supermarket,” which in French is supermarché. "Excuse me, could you tell me
where I can find a supermarket?" in French is Excusez-moi vous pouvez me dire ou je peux
trouver un supermarché?

These phrases will come in handy when talking with taxi drivers or other people trying to
help you locate a desired item.

Quick Tip: Other Helpful French Destinations

Here are some other things you might be looking for:

French "English"




un cinéma "cinema"

un bureau de poste "post office"
un hépital "hospital"
une pharmacie "pharmacy"
CULTURAL INSIGHT

Let Your Fingers Do the Walking

The easiest and most efficient tool for searching for those odd items is to use the French
"Yellow Pages," or Pages Jaunes. Thankfully, there is a website that is easily navigated, and
if you click on the British flag, you'll get the English version. However, that won't help with
your search once you're on the street. Get a good English-French dictionary to find the right
terms for what you are looking for.

Unlike in the United States, France does not champion one-stop shopping department
stores like Wal-Mart. Running errands can be a bit tiring, as sometimes you have to visit
several stores. However, the notion of big chain stores is catching on. For example, the
Home Depot of France is called Bricorama. Brico is short for bricolage, which in French
means "do-it-yourself." There is one store in France, however, that does offer everything,
and it does it very well: the BHV (Bazar de I'Hétel de Ville or "City Hall Bazaar"). There is
really only one, in Paris. If you get a chance to go, it is quite a sight, because the store really
does have everything: hardware, clothing, food, video games, craft supplies, and so forth.
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FRENCH

1. Est-ce qu'ily a une pharmacie prés d'ici?

2. Est-ce qu'ily a une banque pres d'ici?

ENGLISH

1. Is there a pharmacy near here?

2. Isthere an ATM near here?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
next to, close to,

pres de/d' near locution

ici here adverb

est-ce que is, that phrase

ago, there is, there
Ilya are expression

une pharmacie pharmacy noun feminine

un distributeur de

billets an ATM noun masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Paris, c'est prés de Toulouse ? Nous sommes ici.

"Is Paris near Toulouse?" "We are here."




Je suis ici.

"T am here."

Est-ce que c'est une Cadillac?

"Is it a Cadillac?"

Il vay a avoir du monde chez moi

Il y a une banque rue Martel.

demain. )
"There is a bank on Martel Street."

"There will be a lot of people at
my place tomorrow."

Il y a un concert au Stade de France. La pharmacie vend des médicaments.

"There is a concert at the France
Stadium."

"The pharmacy sells medicine."

Le distributeur de billets est vide.

"The ATM is empty."

GRAMMAR

If you are looking to acquire a particular thing in France, look for it between eight o'clock in
the morning and eight o'clock in the evening. There are no stores open twenty-four hours,
except for some pharmacies and convenience stores. In addition, most shops close on
Sunday, though some shops close on a different day of the week so that they can be open
for desperate Sunday shoppers. In tourist-heavy places, such as the Riviera, shops tend to
be open on Sundays, too.

In the previous lesson, we covered how to ask where to find something. In today's lesson,
we'll introduce you to another useful phrase for asking about the place where you can find
what you are looking for. Today's phrase is "Is there a (place) near here?" First, we need a
place. Let's use the word pharmacie, which means "pharmacy," but we can also translate it
as "chemist" or "drugstore."

In French, "Is there a pharmacy near here?" is Est-ce qu'il y a une pharmacie prés d'ici?

The first words, Est-ce qu'il y a, literally mean "Is it that there is." They are followed by the
object une pharmacie, which means "a pharmacy" in English. Next, we have pres d'ici, which
is "near here," or "close to here." Together, this literally means "is it that there is a



pharmacy near here?" Est-ce qu'il y a une pharmacie preés d'ici?

To ask for a different place, we can just replace the word pharmacie with any other word,
and the sentence works just fine. Let's imagine you need to withdraw some money from
the bank. In French, "Is there an ATM near here?" is Est-ce qu'il y a un distributeur de billets
preés d'ici? The only thing that changes is the thing you are looking for: in this case, the
"ATM," which in French is un distributeur de billets.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

The Tell-Tale Sign of a French Pharmacy

You can spot French pharmacies by their green equal-armed cross lit up either in neon or
against a white background. Pharmacists are usually very decent diagnosticians and they
speak English. They can help you with many medical problems and can be your first line of
defense if you're feeling sick in France.

Knock, Knock...Is the Baker in?

It's well known that French bakeries make fresh, delicious pastries. If you're out around five
or six o'clock a.m. (after a long night of partying or just trying to catch an early train), and if
you pass by a bakery, don't hesitate to enter (or knock on the door) even if it's closed to the
public. There you can ask for a croissant that will probably come free or very cheap, as
there will be some sympathy between the baker and you for being up so early in the
morning. The phrase to ask for croissants is Vous avez des croissants?
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FRENCH

1. Allez tout droit.

2. Tournez a droite.

3. Tournez a droite au feu.

4. Tournez a gauche.

5. C'esta droite.

6. C'esta gauche.

ENGLISH

1. Go straight.

2. Turnright.

3. Turnright at the traffic light.

4. Turn left.

5. It's on the right.

6. It's on the left.

VOCABULARY

French English

Class

Gender




aller to go verb
tourner to turn verb
tout droit straight ahead expression
gauche left noun feminine
droite right noun feminine
a atorto preposition
un feu a traffic light noun masculine
c'est itis pronoun
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je suis allée a une féte.

“I went to a party.”

Comment allons-nous la-bas?

“How do we go there?”

Qui va a la plage le week-end
prochain?

"Who is going to the beach next
weekend?"

Je suis allée a la clinique vétérinaire.

"I went to the animal hospital."

Ils vont au parc le dimanche.

"They go to the park on Sundays."

Marie va en Egypte.

"Mary goes to Egypt."

Si vous tournez a gauche ici, vous
arriverez dans une impasse.

"If you turn left here, you will
come to a dead end."

Tournez a droite.

"Turn right."

La place? C'est tout droit.

"The square? It's straight ahead."

Il va tout droit.

"He goes straight.”




Il y a une table a ma gauche. C'est a gauche.
"There is a table on my left." "It's on the left."

Au prochain feu, tournez a droite. Ma maison est a droite.
"At the next light, turn right." "My house is on the right."
Je suis a la maison. J'habite a Sidney.

"I am at home." "I live in Sydney."

Je vais a la campagne. Le feu est rouge.

"I go to the countryside." "The lightis red."
C'est bien.

"It is good."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to directions that will help you make your way around
French cities' streets. Previously we introduced the questions "Is there a (place) near
here?" and "Is there a (something) near here?" But while we can now ask, we still need to
understand the answer. Today, we're going to work on understanding directions.

First, we have "Go straight." In French, "Go straight" is Allez tout droit. The first word, allez,
means "go" and it's in the imperative mood. The next two words, tout droit, mean
"straight."

Now we're going to work on turning. You certainly don't want to turn right when you're told
to turn left. Personally, I will still do that even though I understand French...but that's just
me and my bad sense of direction.

Let's try "turn right." In French, "turn right" is Tournez a droite. The first word, tournez,
means "turn." It is followed by @, which in English means "to." Lastly, we have droite, which
in English means "right." Do not confuse this with tout droit, which we spell without a final e
and which we pronounce slightly differently from droite, meaning "right."



Now, "turn left." It is the same as the previous phrase, only we replace the word droite
("right") with the word gauche ("left"). In French, "turn left" is Tournez a gauche. Tournez is
"turn," and a is "to," and gauche is "left." Tournez a gauche.

Now, there are other ways to give directions in French. For example, you might be told "It's
on the right." In French, this is c'est a droite. The first words, c'est, mean "it's." They are
followed by a, which in French is, as we have learned, "to." Lastly, we have droite, and we
now know droite is "right." So all together we have C'est a droite.

"It's on the left" is the same as the previous phrase, only we replace the word droite with
the word gauche. In French, "It's on the left" is C'est & gauche.

Quick Tip: Informal French Directions

The phrases you learned are in the vous form, meaning in the formal or the plural "you"
form. Here are the same phrases in the tu form:

French "English"

va tout droit "go straight”

tourne a droite "turn right"

tourne a gauche "turn left"
CULTURAL INSIGHT

Finding Your Way in France Bit by Bit

A useful trick when getting directions in a foreign language is to ask for the general
direction of your destination, and the closer you get, ask more people. That way, you don't
need to retain detailed directions in a foreign language all at once. Rather, people can
show you where to go using landmarks in the immediate area. Once you find the local
landmark, ask another person who will indicate more things you'll see, sending you a little
further along the way like a treasure hunt. A good question to ask with this technique is Je
cherche _____. C'est dans quelle direction? which means "I'm looking for . Which
direction is it?"
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FRENCH

1. Vous pouvez me prendre en photo?

> Tu peux me prendre en photo?

5. Vous pouvez nous prendre en photo?

4. Tu peux nous prendre en photo?

ENGLISH

1. Can you take my photo?

> Can you take my picture?

5. Can you take our photo?

4. Can you take our photo?

VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender
me me pronoun
vous you (formal) pronoun neuter

pouvoir can verb

prendre to take verb

une photo
(photographie) aphoto noun feminine
indirect and direct

nous us

pronoun




en in, to preposition
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Tu me parles? Vous étes ici.

"Are you talking to me?"

"You are here."

Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

Je peux lui montrer comment le faire.

"I can show him how to do it."

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser passer ?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Il prend le train jeudi.

"He takes the train on Thursday."

Il apris le train.

"He took the train."

Le paparazzi acharné attend patiemment
de prendre une photo.

"The fierce paparazzi wait patiently
to take a picture."

Il est a gauche sur la photo.

"He is on the leftin the picture."

La photo est nette.

"The picture is clear."

Il est chez nous.

"He is at our place."

Il est avec nous.

"He is with us."

Je vais a Monaco en juin.

"l am going to Monaco in June."

On va en classe ensemble.

"We go to class together."

GRAMMAR

French people may have a somewhat serious demeanor that does not attract strangers with
cameras, but that's just a cover. They will be happy to help you out with picture taking. First,
remember our magic phrase to get someone's attention: bonjour, excusez-moi. Then ask vous
pouvez me prendre en photo ?



In French, "Can you take my picture?" is Vous pouvez me prendre en photo ? The first words,
vous pouvez, mean "can you." They are followed by me, meaning "me." Thisis followed by
prendre, which in English means "take." Itis followed by en, which in English means "in."
Lastly, we have photo, which in English means "photo."

So all together we have Vous pouvez me prendre en photo ? Literally, this means "Can you
take me in photo?"

If you are not by yourself, say "Can you take our picture?" or Vous pouvez nous prendre en
photo ? Here, the phrase isthe same asthe previous one, but we simply substitute the word
me with nous.

In English, before someone takes a picture, the person taking the picture may say, "One, two,

three, cheese." You will hear itin France, too. However, the person taking the picture might
also say trois, deux, un, ouistiti!

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quick Tip 1: Asking Informally for Help with a Picture

If you need to ask a friend to take your picture, you will have to use the informal tu when
asking him/her. Here itis:

1. Tu peux me prendre en photo?
"Can you take my picture?"

2 Tu peux nous prendre en photo?
"Can you take our picture?"

Quick Tip 2: Don't Flash Anyone in the Museum!

Photos are sometimes allowed in museums. Ask a docent Je peux prendre des photos ? If he
or she saysyes, be sure notto use the flash. The way to say "no flash" issans flash. Once | went
to an exhibition at the Musee d'Orsay in Paris with my friend. She lovesimpressionist art and
ran around the museum taking pictures with her digital camera. However, she forgotto turn
off the flash and splashed light all over original Van Goghs. Needless to say, the security
guards made her put her camera away.
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FRENCH

1. Je peux prendre une photo avec vous ?

> Je peux prendre une photoici ?

ENGLISH

1. Gan | take a photo with you?

> Can | take a photo here?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
pouVvoir can verb
iCi here adverb

vous you (formal) direct pronoun

prendre to take verb

une photo
(photographie) a photo noun feminine

avec with preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je peux lui montrer comment le faire. Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser passer ?

"l can show him how to do it" "Excuse me; can you letme go
through?"




Nous sommes ici. Je suisici.

"We are here." "l am here."

Je vous aime. Il est enchanté de vous rencontrer.
"l love you." "He is pleased to meet you."
Il prend le train jeudi. Il apris le train.

"He takes the train on Thursday." "He took the train."

Le paparazzi acharné attend patiemment Il est a gauche sur la photo.

de prendre une photo.

"He is on the leftin the picture."
"The fierce paparazzi wait patiently
to take a picture."

La photo est nette. Tu manges avec moi?

"The picture is clear." "Will you eat with me?"

Je suis avec Frédéric.

"I am with Frederic."

GRAMMAR

There are many occasions on which you might want to take a stranger's photo: a cute child, a
sweet old lady, that man with the baguette who is oh-so-typically French looking. However,
the French do not tend to appreciate being photographed by strangers, so itisimportant to
ask permission. If the person says no, acceptit. However, seeing as France isthe number one
tourist destination in the world, there are street performers left, right, and center in the summer
season who would be glad to pose for you for a little tip.

There may be times when you want to take a picture with someone. In this case, you could ask
by saying Je peux prendre une photo avec vous? The first words, je peux, mean "Can |" as we
have learned. They are followed by prendre, which in English means "to take," as we have
learned. Next we have une, which in English means "a." So to recap here, we have Je peux
prendre une. Literally, this means "May | to take a." The next word is photo, which, as we just
learned, means "photo." Thisis followed by avec, which in English means "with." Lastly, we
have vous, which, as we know is French for "you." So all together we have Je peux prendre
une photo avec vous? Literally, thismeans "Can | take a photo with you?"



And finally, for asking permission to take a picture, you can say "May | take a picture here?"
which in French is Je peux prendre une photo ici? Thisis almost the same asthe previous
phrase, exceptthe ending is different. Instead of avec vous at the end, we say ici, which in
English means "here." So all together, we have Je peux prendre une photo ici? Literally, this
means "Can | take a photo here?"

Quick Tip: Asking Permission Politely

To ask permission in a very respectful way, remember our little magic phrase when talking to
strangers: Excusez-moi... and then ask Je peux prendre une photo avec vous?

In French, the verb for "can" ispouvoir, and we can conjugate thisin many different ways
depending on respect and formality.

The respectful form of "can I" or "may I" is puis-je, it's polite and often appreciated !
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FRENCH

1. Commenton dit "blue cheese" en frangais?

> Commenton dit¢aen frangais?

5. Commenttu traduis "Happy Birthday" en francais?

ENGLISH

1. How do you say 'blue cheese'in French?

> How do you say 'this'/'that' in French?

5. How do you translate 'Happy Birthday' into French?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
tu you (informal) personal pronoun
comment how adverb
dire to say, to tell verb
personal pronoun,
on we / people third person singular
demonstrative
ca it adjective
en in, to preposition
francais French noun masculine
traduire to translate verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Tu as 20 ans.

"You are twenty years old."

Tu vas au travail.

"You go to work."

Comment tu t'appelles ?

"What is your name?"

Comment cava?

"What's up? How are you?"

Qu'est-ce que tu dis?

"What are you saying?"

Il doit dire la vérité!

"He must tell the truth!"

En France, on aime le fromage.

"In France, people like cheese."

Toi et moi, on parle anglais et francais.

"You and me, we speak English and
French."

C'est quoi,ca?
"What is this?"

Ca, c'est de I'art.

"This is art"

Je vais a Monaco en juin.

"l am going to Monaco in June."

On va en classe ensemble.

"We go to class together."

Oui, je suis francais.

"Yes, I'm French."

Je traduis I'espagnol.

"l ranslate Spanish."

GRAMMAR

Asking the locals for help with French vocabulary is probably the quickest way to learn this
foreign language, as the teacher isthe original source of the language. The French, in
particular, are aware that their language isnotthe easiest to learn, asthey had to learn itsfiner
grammar pointsin school aswell. There is a strong pride in the language, so if you show
people you are sincerely interested in learning it, they will be quick to help, having been there
themselves. Sometimes, the French will even correct you without you asking. Thiscan come
off asrude to us Anglophones, butin French culture, it's considered polite. The thinking is that
since the language isa challenge for everyone, we need to help each other out, so catch any

mistakes your friends make.

For today's lesson, we're going to need a word, as we're going to cover "How do you say
(something) in French?" For today's lesson, let's use "blue cheese" for that something.



In French, "How do you say 'blue cheese' in French?" is Comment on dit "blue cheese" en
francais ? The first word, comment, means "how." Itis followed by on, which in English means
"one." So to recap here, we have Comment on. Literally, this means "how one." The next
word, dit, means "says." Thisis followed by "blue cheese," and we know what that means.
Next, we have en, which as we have learned means "in." Lastly, we have frangais, which
means "French."

So all together we have Comment on dit "blue cheese" en frangais ? Literally, this means "How
one says 'blue cheese'in French?"

You can also use this expression without using any English. To accomplish this, you can use
the expression "How do you say thisin French?" In French, "this" isca. In French, "How do
you say thisin French?" is Comment on dit ¢ca en francais? This phrase isthe same asthe
previous one, except that we replace the words "blue cheese" with the word for "this," ca.

So all together, we have Comment on dit ¢a en francais? Literally, this means "How one says
thisin French?"

But wait, it's your French friend's birthday and you want to wish him/her a "happy birthday" but
you don't know how to say it. Comment tu traduis "Happy Birthday" en Francais? means "How
do you translate 'Happy Birthday' in French?" The first word, comment, means "how." Then
you have tu, which isthe informal "you" followed by traduis, which isthe second person
singular form of "to translate." Finally, you have en francais, which you have previously seen,
along with the word or expression you wish someone to translate. So all together, we have
Comment tu traduis "Happy Birthday" en francais?

Quick Tip 1: Alternative Ways to Learn More French

In French, there are some other ways of asking "how do you say?"

For Example:

1. Comment est-ce qu'on dit cela?
"How do you say that?" (with auxiliary est-ce que and pronoun cela)

2 Comment ca se dit?
"How isthat said?"

3 Comment dites-vous cela?
"How do you say that?" (formal "you")

4. Comment dis-tu cela?
"How do you say that?" (informal "you")

Quick Tip 2: On, The French General "You" and "We"



In thislesson, we also learned the word on for the first time. Thisword means many things. The
first most obvious meaning is "one," asin "how doesone say that?" Butin French, on ismuch
more common as a subject pronoun than "one" isin English. For example, in English we don't
say "how does one say that?" even though we could. We say "how do you say that?" when
"you" means "everybody." In that sense, in French we use on to talk about things that are true
for everybody, and we can translate it asthe general "you" or the general "we."
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FRENCH

1. Vouspouvezl'écrire, s'il vous plait?

> Vouspouvezme |'écrire, s'il vous plait?

5. Comment vous prononcez ¢a?

4. Vousavezun papier etun stylo?

ENGLISH

1. Can you write itdown please?

> Can you write it down please?

5. How do you pronounce this?

4. Do you have paper and pen?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
prononcer to pronounce verb
un papier a paper noun masculine
demonstrative
ca it adjective
me me pronoun
pouvoir can verb
vous you (formal) pronoun neuter




it

direct object

pronoun
écrire to write irregular verb

le (pronoun) it, him pronoun masculine
un stylo apen noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je prononce bien le francais.

"l pronounce French well."

Tu as un papier?

"Do you have paper?"

C'est quoi,ca?
"What is this?"

Ca, c'est del'art.

"This is art."

Tu me parles?

"Are you talking to me?"

Je peux lui montrer comment le faire.

"I can show him how to do it"

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser passer ?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Vous étes ici.

"You are here."

Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

Tu I'organises. (pronoun)

"You organize it."

Ecrire un blog est comme écrire un
journal, mais sur Internet.

"Writing a blog is like writing a
journal, but on the Internet."

Il peut écrire une syntheése.

"He can write a synthesis."

L'arbre est beau. Jean le regarde.

"The tree is beautiful. Jean is looking
atit."

J'ai un stylorouge.

"l have a red pen."

GRAMMAR



Today we'll learn how to ask people to write down what they are saying so you can better
understand it. This may prove a very useful technique when you are first learning French, as
many French words resemble English words: often only the intonation is different. So you will
find the two phrases Vous pouvez I'écrire, s'il vous plait ("Can you write it?") and Comment
vous prononcez ¢a? ("How do you pronounce this?") indispensable.

In French, "Can you write it down please?" is Vous pouvez I'écrire, s'il vous plait? The first
words, vous pouvez, mean "can you." The next word, I'écrire, means "write it." Lastly, we have
s'il vous plait, which, as we know, is "please." So all together, we have Vous pouvez I'écrire, s'il
vous plait? Literally, thismeans "Can you write it please?"

Once you have the written words, you may find that you have no idea how to pronounce
them. In French, "How do you pronounce this?" is Comment vous prononcez ¢ca? You can say
this while pointing at the word. The first word, comment, means "how." Next, we have vous
prononcez, which in English is "you pronounce." Then you have ¢a, which you know very well
and is "this." So to recap here, we have Comment vous prononcez ¢a? Literally, thismeans
"How you pronounce this?"

Quick Tip: Asking for French Spelling Tips

Sometimes you may not be able to write, say on a crowded bus or metro, but you want to
know how to write the words being said to you. To ask for this, say Comment ¢a s'écrit? or
"How is that written?" The person will spell the wordsto you in French. If you cannot
understand the French letters, you can ask them to say itin English with Pouvez-vous le dire en
anglais?

Sometimesreading or hearing what someone is saying isn'tenough to understand (for
example, if a person's pronunciation and handwriting are not understandable). In this case,
you can ask the person to write what he or she wantsto say in English. To ask for this, say
Pouvez-vous l'écrire en anglais?
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FRENCH

1. Comment ¢ase liten francais?

> Qu'est-ce que caveutdire?

5. Commentcase prononce?

ENGLISH

1+ How doesthisread in French?

> Whatdoesitmean?

5. How do you pronounce this?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
vouloir dire to mean phrase
comment how adverb
lire to read verb
prononcer to pronounce verb
oneself, itself
(grammatical form,
se (or s') part of pronominal personal pronoun
verbs)
en in, to preposition
francais French noun masculine

qu'est-ce que /
qu'est-ce qu' what

question word




demonstrative

a : o

¢ it adjective
personal pronoun,

on we / people third person singular

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Cela veut dire.

"That means."

Comment ils vont ?

"How are they?"

Comment tu t'appelles ?

"What is your name?"

Il adore lire le journal le dimanche matin.

"He loves to read the newspaper on
Sunday morning."

Je prononce bien le francais.

"l pronounce French well."

Elles se préparent pour la soirée.

"They get ready for the evening."

Les athlétes s'entrainent réguliéerement.

"Athletes practice regularly."

L'immeuble menace de s'effondrer.

"The building threatens to break
down."

Je vais a Monaco en juin.

"l am going to Monaco in June."

On va en classe ensemble.

"We go to class together."

Oui, je suis francais.

"Yes, I'm French."

Qu'est- ce que c'est, le Louvre ?

"What is the Louvre?"

Qu'est- ce que tu prépares pour ce soir ?

"What are you preparing for this
evening?"

Alors, qu'est- ce que tu fais ?

"So, what are you doing?"

C'est quoi, ca?
"What is this?"

Ca, c'est del'art.

"This is art."




En France, on aime le fromage. Toi et moi, on parle anglais et francais.

"In France, people like cheese." "You and me, we speak English and
French."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to a phrase that will provide you with the toolsto learn
from the people around you. A dictionary isa greatidea, butdon't forget that you can use
French to learn in a more fun and interactive way.

When you come across a word you can'tread, you can simply use this phrase to get your
answer. "How do you read this?" is Comment ¢a se lit? The first word, comment, means "how.
Itis followed by ¢a, which in English means "this." So to recap here, we have Comment ca.
Literally, this means "how this." The next word, se, means "itself." Thisis followed by /it, which
in English means "reads."

So all together, we have Comment ¢a se lit? Literally, thismeans "How doesthisread itself?"
and we translate it as "how do you read this?"

Once you know how to say the word, you will want to know what it means. "What does it
mean?" is Qu'est-ce que ca veut dire? The first word, qu'est-ce que, literally means "what itis it
that" and we translate it as "what." Itis followed by ¢a, which, as we just learned, means "this."
So to recap here, we have Qu'est-ce que ca. Literally, thismeans "What is it that this." The next
word, veut, means "wants." Thisis followed by dire, which in English means "to say."

So all together we have Qu'est-ce que ca veut dire? Literally, this means "What is it that this
wants to say?" and we translate it as "what does it mean?"

Quick Tip 1: Don't Be Afraid to Ask for Help

Asking how to read something will be essential to your learning of the French language.
French spelling implies different soundsthan in English, even if words are written in exactly
the same way. So don't be shy about pointing at words you see and asking today's question.

There are also other ways of asking how something isread. These are alittle more "proper"
than Comment c¢a se lit en francais? which ismore common. | would save these examples for

more formal occasions, such as with teachers.

For Example:

1. Comment lit-on cela en francais?
"How doesone read thisin French?"



2 Comment lisez-vous cela en francgais?
"How do you read thisin French?" (formal "you")

3. Comment lis-tu cela en frangais?
"How do you read thisin French?" (informal "you")

Notice the word for "this" in these examplesis cela and not ¢a. Ca and cela mean exactly the
same thing; however, cela is somewhat fancier and rings more beautifully. The inverted
subject-verb word order is also somewhat more refined, and thatis why it calls for a more
refined vocabulary.

Quick Tip 2: Speed Your Progress with English/French Cognates

After you ask Qu'est-ce que ca veut dire? ("What does it mean?"), you will likely need other
phrases like Vous pouvez répéter? ("Please say itagain.") and Vous pouvez I'écrire, s'il vous
plait? ("Can you write it down?")

One trick to knowing how to say something in French is to work with words you already know
in English that are spelled the same way in French, such as nation ("nation") and government

("government"). This will clue you in very quickly on the differences between the two ways of
pronouncing words.
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FRENCH

1+ J'ai une réservation.

> Je voudraisune chambre.

5. Votre nom, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1 | have areservation.

> |would like aroom.

3. Your name, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
un nom aname noun masculine
masculine or

votre your (formal) possessive adjective feminine
une réservation areservation noun feminine
une a indefinite article feminine

faire to do, to make verb

aimer to like verb

jelj' I personal pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



J'épéle mon nom M-0O-R-I-N.
"l spell my name M-O-R-I-N."

Votre ami arrive.

"Your friend is coming."

La réservation numéro 2 est confirmée.

"The reservation number two is
confirmed."

C'est une jolie maison.

"It is a beautiful house."

Ma femme a recu une promotion.

"My wife received a promotion."

Je fais un géateau.

"l am making a cake."

Je peux lui montrer comment le faire.

"I can show him how to do it."

J'aimerais une biére, s'il vous plait.

"l would like a beer, please."

Elle aime discuter au bistrot.

"She likes to chat at the bistro."

Je vais bien.

"I am well."

GRAMMAR

In French, "l would like to check in" isJ'ai une réservation. The first word, J'ai, means "l have."
Itis followed by une réservation, which in English means "areservation." So to recap here, we
have J'ai une réservation. Literally, thismeans "l have areservation." In French, there are no

words for "check in." You will need to say that you have a reservation or that you would like to

reserve aroom.

"I would like aroom" in French is Je voudrais une chambre. The first words, je voudrais, mean
"I would like." Then we have une, which isthe feminine indefinite article. Itis followed by

chambre, which in English means "room."

All together, we have Je voudrais une chambre, which means "l would like a room."

Upon stating the phrase "Check in, please," you will most likely be asked "Your name, please,
which in French is Votre nom s'il vous plait. The first word, votre, means "your." Itis followed
by nom, which in English means "name." So to recap here, we have votre nom. Literally, this
means "your name." The next word, s'il vous plait, means "please."

So all together, we have Votre nom s'il vous plait. Literally, this means "your name, please."

Quick Tip 1: First, Middle, and Last French Names



We translate the question Votre nom, s'il vous plait as "your last name, please." The word nom
refers only to a person's last name, whereas the homonym "name" in English usually means a
person's first name. Watch out for this false friend, especially when filling out forms like
customs declarations. The word for first name is prénom. Middle name is deuxieme prénom.

Quick Tip 2: Popular French Accommodations

Here isa glossary list of different types of accommodationsin France so you will be able to
read signs and tourist literature.

French "English"

hétel "hotel"

une auberge de jeunesse "a hostel"

un gite "avacation condo/cottage/cabin”
une chambre d'héte "a bed and breakfast"

un camping "acampground"”

Note: we sometimes use the word hétel in French for fancy buildings like hétel de ville, which
means "City Hall" (literally, "hotel of the city"). Thisis not a hotel chain, though you could pull a
joke on your friends and say "If you come to France, stay in the Hétel de Ville. Every town has
one and they're always centrally located.")

For a nice diversity of destinations and original ways of visiting France, check out Gites de
France: these are bed and breakfasts throughout the country that offer a wide range of types of
accommodations from farmsto village houses to roomsin the middle of a vineyard.
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FRENCH

1. A quelle heure devons-nous quitter lachambre?

> Je peux avoir une serviette?

ENGLISH

1+ Atwhattime must we leave the room?

> Can | have atowel?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
quitter to leave verb
interrogative
quel(le) which, what adjective feminine
une serviette a napkin, towel noun feminine
I'heure time (on the clock) noun feminine
preposition,
de of, from, by, some determiner
un hétel a hotel noun masculine
devoir (+ infinitive) need, must verb
nous we personal pronoun
avoir to have verb
a ator to preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Je quitte la maison a huit heures. Quel 4ge as-tu ?

"l leave the house at 8:00 am." "How old are you?"
Quelle ville tu visites ? Tu as une serviette en papier et une
fourchette ?

"Which city are you visiting?"
"Do you have a paper napkin and a
fork?"

Les serviettes de salle de bains sont dans C'est I'heure de dormir.

le placard. el o+ "
It's time to sleep.

"Towels are in the closet."

C'est I'heure de partir. J'ai de l'eau.

"It's time to go." "l have some water."

Un poéme de Victor Hugo. Il part de San Francisco.

"A poem by Victor Hugo." "He leaves from San Francisco."
Le pére de Cathie est strict. Le tour de France

"Cathie's father is strict." "Tour of France"

L'hétel est bien situé. Je dois manger mieux.

"The hotel is well located." "I must eat better."

Les voyageurs doivent présenter leurs Nous voulons vous donner ce cadeau de
passeports. remerciement.

"The travelers need to present their "We want to give you this thank you
passports.” gift."

Nous voyageons ensembe. Nous apprenons le francais.

"We travel together." "We learn French."

Il a une voiture. J'ai trente-trois ans.

"He has a car." "l am thirty-three years old."




Excusez- moi, avez-vous du pain? Je suis ala maison.
"Excuse me, do you have some "l am athome."

bread?"

J'habite a Sidney. Je vais a la campagne.

"I live in Sydney." "l go to the countryside."
GRAMMAR

Today's survival phrases will help you when you're leaving your hotel. Since you don't want to
pay for an extra day just because you weren't aware of the check-out time, we will provide you
with the indispensable question "What is our check-outtime?" which in French is A quelle
heure devons-nous quitter la chambre? The first word, a, means "at." Itis followed by quelle,
which in English means "which." So to recap here, we have a quelle. Literally, thismeans "at
which." The next word is heure, which is "hour." Thisis followed by devons, which in English
means "must" in the first plural pronoun form. The next word is nous, which in English means
"we." Then we have quitter, which in French is "to leave." Finally, we have la chambre, which
means "the room."

So all together, we have A quelle heure devons-nous quitter la chambre? Literally, thismeans
"At what time must we leave the room?"

There will be times when you need certain things from the front desk. Let'stry asking for a
towel. In French, "Can | have atowel?" is Je peux avoir une serviette? Make sure you use the
article with the correct gender.

A few more words might come in handy.

For Example:

French "English"

une brosse a dents "a toothbrush”
le dentifrice "toothpaste”
le shampooing "shampoo”

le savon "soap"

Quick Tip 1: Watch for Different French Currents!



In France, the electrical system runs at 220 volts. Therefore, we'll introduce you to a crucial
phrase for all of you travelers out there who like to bring electrical appliances thousands of
milesto die afiery death on foreign soil.

In French, "Do you have a power converter?" is Avez-vous un adaptateur? The first word, avez,
means "have." Itis followed by vous, which, as we know, in English means "you." So to recap
here, we have avez-vous. Literally, thismeans "have you." The next word, un, means "a." This
is followed by adaptateur, which in English means "converter."

So all together, we have Avez-vous un adaptateur? Literally, thismeans "Do you have a
converter?"

Quick Tip 2: Some Different French Travel Words for Airports

Now you're all set with checking in and checking out. However, we translate the check-in at
an airport differently. Here are some useful terms for when you are traveling through airports.

For Example:
French "English"
l'enregistrement “check-in"
I'embarquement "boarding”
les départs "departures"
les arrivées "arrivals"

Usage Note: Serviette

One final note: in French, the word serviette is also a "napkin." Ask for a serviette at a restaurant,
and, no, the waiter will not bring you a beach towel.
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FRENCH

1. Je voudrais envoyer ceci a New York.

> Je voudrais envoyer cette carte postale a New York.

5. Je voudrais envoyer cette lettre a New York.

4. Je voudrais envoyer ce colisa New York.

ENGLISH

1 lwould like to send thisto New York.

> | would like to send this postcard to New York.

3. |l would like to send this letter to New York.

4. I'would like to send this package to New York.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
vouloir would like verb
demonstrative
ce/cet this, that adjective masculine
demonstrative
cette this, that adjective feminine
une lettre aletter noun feminine
a ator to preposition
jelj | personal pronoun




envoyer to send verb
une carte postale a postcard noun feminine
ceci, ¢ca, cela this adverb
un colis a package noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Tu voudrais dormir ?

"You'd like to sleep?"

Cet animal est dangereux.

"This animal is dangerous."

Je veux ce chat.

Cette association est trés utile.

"l want this cat." "This association is very useful."

Je vais envoyer une lettre d'amour a Mike. Je suis ala maison.

"l am going to send a love letter to "l am athome."

Mike."

J'habite a Sidney. Je vais a la campagne.

"I live in Sydney." "l go to the countryside."
Je vais bien. J'envoie un mail a Cécile.
"l am well." "I'm sending an e-mail to Cécile."

J'envoie une lettre a ma mere. Il y aune carte postale du Maroc pour toi!

"l am sending a letter to my mother." "There is a postcard from Morocco

for you!"

Je voudrais acheter ceci. J'adore recevoir des colis.

"I would like to buy this." "l love to receive packages."

GRAMMAR



The French postal service isgovernment owned and operated. Therefore, the public postal
service isthe only one available, and everyone, from rich to poor, must go to the post office at
some point. Going can be like taking a peek at all the types of people who live in the
neighborhood. Fortunately, service hasimproved over the years with faster lines and more
coherent options.

Today we're going to work on getting your postcards, letters, and packages home. The
expression to accomplish thisis "I'd like to send thisto" and then the desired country. For
today's lesson, we'll use New York.

In French, "I'd like to send thisto New York" is Je voudrais envoyer ceci a New York. The first
words, je voudrais, mean "l would like," as we learned in previous lessons. They are followed
by envoyer, which in English means "to send." So to recap here, we have je voudrais envoyer.
Literally, thismeans "l would like to send." The next word, ceci, means "this." Itis followed by
a, which in English means "to" as we have learned. Lastly, we have "New York."

So all together, we have Je voudrais envoyer ceci a New York. Literally, thismeans "l would like
to send thisto New York."

We can build thisup a bit by adding in the words for what we would like to send. For example,
above we mentioned postcards, letters, and packages, so let's start there. The word for
"postcard" in French isune carte postale. It's a feminine noun. So the expression would now
be Je voudrais envoyer cette carte postale a New York. Notice the position of carte postale in
the sentence.

"Letter" in French isune lettre. Itis a feminine noun, too. Je voudrais envoyer cette lettre a New
York.

And finally, we have the word for "package" in French, un colis. Itisa masculine noun;
therefore, cette will become ce. Je voudrais envoyer ce colis a New York.

Sending a package requiresacloser look, which we'll do in the next lesson.

Quick Tip 1: This Is in Your Hands!

You may have noticed that we translate the word for "this" in the phrase "l would like to send
thisto New York" as ceci (Je voudrais envoyer ceci...) and not ¢a or cela, which we have seen to
mean "this" in previous lessons. Thisis because the package will be in your hands and ceci
represents what is close to you. Ca and cela can also mean "this" in other circumstances: for
example, when you point at something and ask a question about it, such as comment ¢a se lit?

Quick Tip 2: Where to Buy French Stamps

The French word for "stamps" is/es timbres. You can buy stamps at the post office, but if you
want to avoid the long lines, you can use the electronic scales that print stamps depending on



the weight of your package. You can also buy stamps at a tabac or "tobacco shop." You can
find these buy looking for ared sign in the shape of a distinctive elongated diamond.
However, if you have a package, you must stand in line and hand deliver it to someone at the
counter. You must put lettersinto the yellow mailboxes on the street.
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FRENCH

1. Je voudrais envoyer ce colisa New York.

> Quel estle contenu de votre colis ?

5. Qu'est-ce qu'il y adansvotre colis ?

ENGLISH

1. l'would like to send this package to New York.

> What doesyour package contain?

5. What'sin your package?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
le contenu the contents noun masculine
vouloir would like verb
jelj' I personal pronoun
de of preposition
étre to be verb
interrogative
quel(le) which, what adjective feminine
dans in preposition
ilya there is phrase
demonstrative

ce/cet this, that adjective masculine




masculine or

votre your (formal) possessive adjective feminine

un colis a package (postal) noun masculine
qu’est-ce que what interrogative pronoun

envoyer to send verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je ne connais pas le contenu de ce cours.

"I don't know the contents of this
class."

Tu voudrais dormir ?

"You'd like to sleep?"

Je vais bien.

"I am well."

J'ai un bouquet de tulipes.

"l have a bouquet of tulips."

Il vaut mieux étre seul que mal
accompagné.

"Itis worth more to be alone than
badly accompanied."

Il semble étre heureux.

"He seems to be happy."

Etre ou ne pas étre.

"To be or notto be."

Quel age as-tu ?

"How old are you?"

Quelle ville tu visites ?

"Which city are you visiting?"

Nous sommes dans la ville de Mexico.

"We are in Mexico city."

Je suis dans le jardin.

"l amin the yard."

En face de chez moi, il y aun parc.

"In front of my house, there is a
park."

Cet animal est dangereux.

"This animal is dangerous."

Je veux ce chat.

"l want this cat."




Votre ami arrive. J'envoie un colis en Espagne.

"Your friend is coming." "l send a package to Spain."
Qu'est-ce que c'est, Le Louvre ? Qu'est ce que tu as?

"What is the Louvre?" "What do you have?"

J'envoie un mail a Cécile. J'envoie une lettre a ma meére.

"I'm sending an e-mail to Cécile." "l am sending a letter to my mother."
GRAMMAR

Today we're going to work on getting your package one step closer to itsintended
destination. In a previous lesson, we discussed the phrase "l would like to send this package to
New York," which was Je voudrais envoyer ce colis a New York. When sending a package
though, you're going to have to explain what's in the package. You may even be asked,
"What'sin the package?" which in French is Quel est le contenu de votre colis ? The first word,
quel, means "what." It is followed by est, which in English means "is." So to recap here, we
have quel est. Literally, thismeans "what is." Let's take a look at the next word, /e contenu,
means "the content.” ltis followed by de votre colis, which in English is "of your package." De
is "of," votre is "your," and finally, colis is "package."

So all together, we have Quel est le contenu de votre colis ? Literally, thismeans "What is the
content of your package?"

Other ways to ask what isin your package might be useful to know.

For Example:

1. Qu'est-ce qu'il y a dans votre colis ?
Literally, "What is there in your package?"

2 Qu'est-ce que votre colis contient ?
Literally, "What does your package contain?"

You might also need afew other wordsin order to make it through the post office experience.

For Example:

French "English"




le poids "weight"

le destinataire "addressee"

l'expéditeur "sender"

Quick Tip: Avoiding the French Tax Man

Other companieslike DHL and FedEx send packages at aimost the same rates as the post
office, so you may try them first if you have a package. However, be careful if you have
packages sent to you, asthere are heavy taxes on any imported merchandise. So if you buy
anything from overseas and have it sentto you on your trip, it will come with a tax. On the
reverse end, if you buy a certain amount of merchandise in France and you take it back home,
you can collect what's called the detaxe or the "salestax." Thisis the same notion that operates
commerce in aduty-free shop in an airport: non-resident customers can be exempt from
salestax. To collect the salestax at customs, you must ask for the detaxe at the store where you
are shopping. There usually isa minimum purchase to be eligible, butif you can getit, it's
worth itasitis around twenty percent.
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FRENCH

1. Est-ce qu'il y aun distributeur pres d’ici ?

> Voussavezou je peux changer de l'argent ?

5. En petites coupures, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1 Isthere an ATM near here?

> Do you know where | can exchange currency?

5. Smaller denominations, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
en petitescoupures small denominations nominal group feminine/plural
to exchange
changer (de I'argent) (currency), to change verb
pouVvoir can verb
jelj | personal pronoun
vous you (formal) personal pronoun
ou where adverb
savoir to know verb
petit(e) small adjective masculine
iCi here adverb
presde/d' next to, close to, near locution




une banque a bank noun feminine
est-ce que is, that phrase
ilya there is phrase
un distributeur de
billets an ATM noun masculine
l'argent money noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je veux cet argent en petites coupures.

"l want this money in small
denominations."

Je veux changer mes euros en dollars.

"l want to exchange my euros into
dollars."

Je peux lui montrer comment le faire.

"I can show him how to do it."

Pardon, vous pouvez me laisser passer ?

"Excuse me; can you let me go
through?"

Je vais bien.

"I am well."

Vous pouvez garder vos affaires de valeur.

"You can keep your valuable
belongings."

Vous étes contre laloi.

"You are breaking the law."

Ou tu habites ?

"Where do you live?"

Tu sais, je suis américain !

"You know, I'm American!"

Tu sais ce qu'il afait ?

"Do you know what he did?"

Elle est petite.

"She is small."

Les toilettes sont ici.

"The restrooms are here."

Paris, c'est prés de Toulouse ?

"Is Paris near Toulouse?"

J'ai mon argent a la banque.

"My money is in the bank."




Est- ce que c'est une Cadillac ? En face de chez moi, il y aun parc.

"Is it a Cadillac?" "In front of my house, there is a
park."

Le distributeur de billets est vide. Tu as de I'argent pour moi ?

"The ATM is empty." "Do you have money for me?"

GRAMMAR

Exchanging money in France is quite convenient! You can exchange money at airports or
banks, or you can withdraw money from an ATM. Rates applied when withdrawing money
from an ATM are likely to be the best; however, when using an ATM, itis advisable to make
one large withdrawal as you may be charged by both the local bank and your home one. So
firstthingsfirst: let's find a location that will exchange money.

First, let's review some previous phrases and patterns we've already covered.

In French, "Isthere an ATM near here?" is Est-ce qu'il y a un distributeur pres d'ici ? The first
words, est-ce qu'il y a, mean "isthere." Thisis followed by un, which in English means "a." So
to recap here, we have est-ce qu'il y a un. Literally, thismeans "Is it that there is." Thisis
followed by distributeur, which means "ATM." The next word, prés, means "near." Lastly, we
have d'ici, which means "to here."

So all together, we have Est-ce qu'il y a un distributeur pres d'ici ? Literally, thismeans "Is it
that there isan ATM near of here?"

Now to ask for a bank, we can just replace the word for "ATM" with "bank" and the phrase
works just fine. "Isthere a bank near here?" is Est-ce qu'il y a une banque pres d'ici ? The only
thing that changesisthe thing you are looking for. In this case, it's banque.

For times when there is neither a bank nor an ATM, you can ask, "Do you know where | can
exchange currency?" In French, thisis Vous savez ou je peux changer de I'argent ? The first
words, vous savez, mean "do you know." Then ou means "where." So to recap here, we have
Vous savez ou. Literally, thismeans "Do you know where." The next word, je, means "I" in
English. Thisisfollowed by peux, which in English means "can." Thisis followed by changer,
which in English means "exchange." Lastly, we have de I'argent, which is French for "some
money."

So all together, we have Vous savez ou je peux changer de l'argent ? Literally, this means "Do
you know where | can exchange money?"

Exchanging currency is pretty straightforward. You need to fill out some forms and then
present the amount you want exchanged. One extremely useful phrase is "Smaller



denominations, please," asitis usually beneficial to have smaller amounts of currency on you
for paying for the bus fare, taxi fare, etc. In French, "Smaller denominations, please" is En
petites coupures. The first word, en, means "in." Then petites means "small." Finally, coupures
means "denominations."

So to recap here, we have En petites coupures. Literally, this means "in small denominations."

These phrases will certainly be enough to get you where you need for your money needs.
However, if you would like more simplified versions, here are a couple.

Aswe learned, "Isthere an ATM near here" is Est-ce qu'il y a un distributeur prés d'ici ? We
can also say "I'm looking for an ATM," which is Je cherche un distributeur. When we are
looking for something, all we need to say isJe cherche ____and then say the thing. If we are
looking for "an exchange office," we say Je cherche un bureau de change. "A bank?" Je
cherche une banque.

Remember, say bonjour before you ask questionsto strangers.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quick Tip 1: Getting Bigger Bills

ATMs give out billsin tens, twenties, and fifties. If you want larger denominations, you will have
to go inside abank. To ask "larger denominations, please," say Des billets plus gros, s'il vous
plait, which literally means "Larger bills, please."

Quick Tip 2: Where to Exchange Other Currencies

If you do any traveling outside the Euro Zone, the countries that all use the euro as currency,
you may end up with foreign currency, such as Swiss francs or Czech kréner. If you would like
to change these in France, you can go to any bank or a bureau de change ("exchange office").
Also, if you have any old French francs from atrip ten years ago, the only place you can
change them for eurosis at the Banque de France ("Bank of France"), which islike the French
mint. No other banks accept francs.
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FRENCH

1. Vousavezdescartestéléphoniques?

> Une carte téléphonique a cinq euros, s'il vous plait.

5. Une carte téléphonique a dix euros, s'il vous plait.

4. Est-ce qu'il y aune cabine téléphonique presd'ici?

ENGLISH

1. Do you have phone cards?

> Afive-euro phone card please.

3. Aten-euro phone card, please.

4. Isthere a payphone/phone booth near here?

VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender
cing five noun masculine

presde/d' nextto, close to, near locution

ilya there is phrase

est-ce que is, that phrase

une cabine

téléphonique aphone booth noun feminine
I'euro the euro noun masculine
dix ten noun masculine




vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
avoir to have verb
une carte
téléphonique a phone card noun feminine
ici here adverb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

J'al cinq voitures !

"I have five cars!"

Paris, c'est prés de Toulouse ?

"Is Paris near Toulouse?"

En face de chez moi, il y aun parc.

"In front of my house, there is a
park."

Est-ce que c'est une Cadillac ?

"Is it a Cadillac?"

Les cabines téléphoniques de Londres sont
uniques.

"London's phone booths are
unique."

A - Tu as un euro ? B - Voila!

"A - Do you have a euro? B - There
you go!"

Deux euros. Cette bouteille colte vingt- cinq euros.
"two euros" "This bottle costs twenty-five euros."
J'ai dix ans. Cafait dix euros. C'est notre offre de la

" am ten.” semaine !

"It costs ten euros. Itis our offer of
the week!"

Et vous, vous étes en vacances ?

"And you, you are on vacation?"

Il a une voiture.

"He has a car."

J'ai trente-trois ans.

"l am thirty-three years old."

Excusez- moi, avez-vous du pain?

"Excuse me, do you have some
bread?"




J'achéte une carte téléphonique pour Nous sommes ici.

appeler al'étranger.
PP 9 "We are here."

"l am buying a phone card to call
abroad."

Je suisici.

"I am here."

GRAMMAR

When you are traveling in France, you might want to share your feelings and call your friends
or your family. For that, you may need to buy a telephone card.

The standard phone card in France is called Télécarte, which the national phone company,
France Telecom, provides. Time on the card is counted in units, or in French, unités. The
rates are not the most competitive and you can only use them in phone booths or cabines
téléphoniques. Thisis because they use a special electronic chip called a puce that stores the
card's number of units and is only compatible with French phone booths. There are other
phone cardsyou can buy that don't use the electronic chip. Those are called cartes
téléphoniques. Their rates will vary depending on where you buy them.

Let's see how to ask for those.

"Do you have phone cards" in French is Vous avez des cartes téléphoniques ? Vous avez
means "do you have." Itis followed by des, which isthe plural indefinite article. Finally, we
have cartes téléphoniques, which we just saw means "phone cards."

You might want to ask for a specific rate. Those might vary, so we'll immagine you want either a
five-euro card or aten-euro card.

"A five-euro phone card, please" in French is Une carte téléphonique a cinq euros, s'il vous
plait. We know that Une carte téléphonique means "a phone card." Then we have a, which
means "of" in English. Finally, we have the price, cinq euros, which is "five euros." By now you
all know that s'il vous plait means "please."

All together, we have Une carte téléphonique a cinq euros s'il vous plait. Literally, thismeans
"A phone card of five euros, please."

Let'simagine that your card isten euros. All you have to do isreplace cing euros with dix
euros: Une carte téléphonique a dix euros, s'il vous plait.

Now, the next step will be to find a phone booth in order to make your call. If you want to ask
where you can find a phone booth, just use the question we've learned in previous lessons:



Est-ce qu'il y a une cabine téléphonique pres d'ici ? which means "Is there a phone booth near
here?"

Even with the rise of cell phones, French cities and villages have been pretty good at keeping
phone booths all over their streets.

Quick Tip 1: Choices, Choices of French Telephone Providers

Telecommunications has become big businessin France since the government privatized it
ten years ago. The prices can get quite competitive, which isgood news for consumers, but
the number of choices can be mind-boggling. If you want to circumvent the problem, either
bring or rent an international cell phone, which you will learn about in the nextlesson, or buy
international phone cards at home, which you can find on the Internet.

Quick Tip 2: Finding Other Phone Cards

Competitors' phone cards are also available at call centers and Internet cafés. These are easy
to find buy looking for an "@" sign on the street, which are quite common in immigrant
neighborhoods where people make overseas callsregularly.
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FRENCH

1. Un ticket, s'il vous plait.

2. Trois tickets, s'il vous plait.

3. Cinqtickets, s'il vous platt.

4. Votre ticket, s'il vous plait.

ENGLISH

1. One ticket, please.

2. Three tickets, please.

3. Five tickets, please.

4. Your ticket, please.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
un/une a,an indefinite article
trois three adjective masculine
cing five adjective masculine
un ticket a ticket noun masculine
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression
masculine or
votre your (formal) possessive adjective feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES



J'ai un euro.

"I have one euro."

C'est une grande plage.

"This is a large beach."

"Lonely Planet"” est un bon guide de
voyage.

"<i>Lonely Planet</i> is a good
travel guide."

Il a trois ans.

"He is three years old."

J'ai cinq voitures !

"T have five cars!"

Tiens, j'ai un ticket de bus pour toi.

"Here you go; I have a bus ticket
for you."

Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il
vous plait ?

"Can you give me a coffee,
please?"

Votre ami arrive.

"Your friend is coming."

GRAMMAR

There are three translations for "ticket" in French: un ticket, une place, and un billet. Place is
the seat that the ticket represents. At a movie theatre, for instance, the ticket seller might
ask you Combien de places? This means "How many tickets?" but has the sense of "How
many places?" You might also hear Combien de tickets? which sounds more familiar.

When you go into the theatre, the person who tears your ticket will say Votre billet, s'il vous
plait, which means "your ticket, please." Here, billet ("ticket") means the actual physical
ticket in your hand. We use billet for other tickets as well. Again, you might just hear Votre

ticket, s'il vous plait.

In some cases, the word billet is mandatory.

For Example:

1. un billet d'avion
"a plane ticket"



2. un billet de train
"a train ticket"

Bus and metro tickets are called "tickets."
A ticket that a policeman gives you, like a speeding ticket, is une amende.

Quick Tip 1: Language Nuances: Un/Une and Place

Remember that the translation for "one" is either un or une depending on the gender of the
object. For example, we say un billet, un ticket (masculine), and une place (feminine). The
other numbers do not change genders, or rather, they have no gender.

The word place also refers to the seat you use. For example, an usher at a theater will ask
you Quelle est votre place? This means "What seat do you have?" However, the actual
physical chair is not called une place but un siége.

Quick Tip 2: Tip for French Theater-Goers: Get a Snack First

Some movie theaters in Paris only start selling tickets five minutes before the movie starts
(we're talking about art-house theatres here, which you might want to check out as most of
them are historical, like the Champo in the Fifth Arrondissement). Make sure you find a
nice spot to drink a tea or a coffee by the theater before you show up, because they won't
let you wait inside, even if it's raining out! Those French...
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FRENCH

1. J'aimeraislouer un portable.

> Est-ce que les appels entrants sont gratuits ?

5 Combien colitent les appels vers les Etats-Unis ?

ENGLISH

1. I'would like to renta cell phone.

> Are incoming calls free?

3 How much are callsto the U.S.?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
louer to rent verb

Les Etats-Unis

The United States

proper noun

masculine, plural

vers toward preposition, adverb
un appel acall noun masculine
couter to cost verb
combien how much adverb
appeler to call verb
personal pronoun,
on we / people third person singular
quand when adverb
gratuit(e) free adjective




c'est itis pronoun
est-ce que is, that phrase
un téléphone
portable acell phone noun masculine
aimer to like verb

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Je loue une voiture pour voyager.

"l rent a car to travel."

Les Etats- Unis ont cinquante états.

"The United States has fifty states."

La piscine est vers le centre-ville.

“The swimming-pool is near the
town center.”

Jeregarde vers I'horizon.

"l am looking toward the horizon."

J'ai recu un appel de ta mére.

"l got a call from your mother."

Combien colite ce fromage qui pue?

"How much is this stinky cheese?"

Le billet d'avion co(te neuf cent cinquante
euros.

"The plane ticket costs 950 euros."

C'est combien ?

"How much is it?"

J'appelle mes amis al'étranger.

"l call my friends abroad."

En France, on aime le fromage.

"In France, people like cheese."

Toi et moi, on parle anglais et francais.

"You and me, we speak English and
French."

Quand je suis a Paris, je fume.

"When | am in Paris, | smoke."

Quand est-ce que tu viens ?

"When do you come?"

Le Louvre est gratuit pour les enfants.

"The Louvre is free for kids."

C'est bien.

"ltis good."

Est-ce que c'est une Cadillac ?

"Is it a Cadillac?"




Mon téléphone portable n'a pas internet. J'aimerais une biére, s'il vous plait.

"My cell phone does not have the "I would like a beer, please."
Internet."

Elle aime discuter au bistrot.

"She likes to chat at the bistro."

GRAMMAR

Some other countries' cell phones work in France. You must verify with your carrier whether
your phone iscompatible. If thisis the case, you will need to geta French SIM card
(Subscriber Identity Module) that looks like a little chip and contains all the phone's data. This
will replace the SIM card currently in your phone, which you will put back once you are
home. These are relatively inexpensive to purchase, around thirty-five euros, and you will
have your own French phone number. If you do not have a France-compatible phone, you
can also buy one when you buy the SIM card. Thismay get more expensive than renting, but
that depends on how long you stay. Cell phone callsin France are much more expensive than
in other countries, so most people send text messages when they need to contact another cell
phone. Long-distance calls are incredibly expensive on French cell phones, though
receiving callsisfree.

If you are looking for a "cell phone store," the term is a magasin de téléphone portable. A
“phone rental place" isalocation de téléphone portable.

In French, "l would like to rent a cell phone" isJ'aimerais louer un portable. The first word,
j'aimerais, means "l would like," as we have learned in previous lessons. Thisis followed by
louer, which in English means "to rent." So to recap here, we have J'aimerais louer. Literally,
thismeans "l would like to rent." The next word, un, as we have learned, means "a." Lastly, we
have portable, which means “cell phone."

So all together, we have J'aimerais louer un portable. Literally, thismeans "l would like to rent
acell phone."

In thisday and age, there may be instances when you need to rent more than one phone. For
instance, you may want a phone for each member of the family. In this case, you would add
the number of phonesyou want.

For Example:

1, J'aimerais louer deux portables.
"l would like to rent two phones."



o J'aimerais louer trois portables.
"l would like to rent three phones."

Two important questions related to your plan are "Are incoming calls free?" and "How much
are callsto (country)?"

"Are incoming callsfree?" is Est-ce que les appels entrants sont gratuits?
And "How much are calls to the United States?" is Combien coltent les appels vers les Etats-
Unis? The French word for "the United States" is Les Etats Unis. To ask about another country

or destination, simply substitute the name of the country for the United States. In the case of
England, the phrase becomes Combien codtent les appels vers I'Angleterre?

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Is that a [Z] Sound | Hear?

You may have noticed that the words for "the United States," Les Etats-Unis, have alot of [Z]
soundsin them. Thisisour old friend liaison: the sounding of silent letters at the end of a
word, in this case -s, when placed before a word that begins with a vowel. In Les Etats-Unis,
there isasilent-s atthe end of Les and Etats. You put them together with the -e of Etat and the
-u of Unis and they turn into -z's. Sometimes people refer to the United States as Les States or
even Les U.S.

The word portable is short for téléphone portable just like "cell" is short for “cell phone."
Portable is also short for ordinateur portable, which means "portable computer" aka "laptop."
The only way to know the difference isto listen to the context of the sentence, though usually
portable means "cell phone."

How tosay "l would like" in French.

J'aimerais means "would like." We use the verb aimer here, conjugated at the conditional
present (Le conditionnel présent).
To say "l would like," you can also use Je voudrais using the verb vouloir at the conditional
present (Le conditionnel présent).
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FRENCH

1. Avez-vousun guide en anglais ?

ENGLISH

1. Do you have an English information guide?

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
avoir to have verb
vous you (formal) pronoun neuter
un guide an information guide noun masculine
en in, to preposition
anglais(e) English noun masculine/feminine
francais(e) French adjective
japonais(e) Japanese adjective

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Il a une voiture.

"He has a car."

J'ai trente-trois ans.

"l am thirty-three years old."

Excusez- moi, avez-vous du pain?

"Excuse me, do you have some
bread?"

Vous étes ici.

"You are here."




Vous vous appelez David.

"You are called David."

J'ai acheté un guide avant de partir en
voyage.

"l bought an information guide
before traveling."

Je vais a Monaco en juin.

"l am going to Monaco in June."

On va en classe ensemble.

"We go to class together."

Mon ami anglais vient de Londres.

"My English friend comes from
London."

L'anglais est la langue des affaires.

"English is the language of
business."

La chanteuse Vanessa Paradis est
francaise.

Tokyo est une ville japonaise.

"Tokyo is a Japanese city."
"The singer Vanessa Paradis is
French."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to a crucial phrase for all of you travelers out there who
are interested in learning more about the tourist attractions you're going to visit. Learning
about the history and cultural significance of places you visit can be just asrewarding as
seeing them. Today we'll cover "Do you have an English information guide?"

In French, "Do you have an English information guide?" is Avez-vous un guide en anglais?*
The first two words, vous avez, mean "do you have," as we have learned in previous lessons.
They are followed by un, which in English means "a," as we know. Thisis followed by guide,
which in English means "guide." So to recap here, we have Avez-vous un guide. Literally, this
means "you have a guide." The next word, en, means "in." Thisis followed by anglais, which
in English means "English." So all together, we have Avez-vous un guide en Anglais?*
Literally, thismeans "Do you have a guide in English?"

*You can also say Vous avez un guide en anglais ?

Today's phrase will help you in places where information guides are offered, such as
museums. What if you are looking for something in English other than a guide? A more
universal phrase is Avez-vous une version anglaise? which means "Do you have an English
version?" Again, if you want to look for another language, all you need isto change the word
anglais for the language you desire.



For Example:

French "English"
japonais "Japanese"
allemand "German"
espagnol "Spanish”
italien “Italian"

And if you are brave enough to try to read everything in French, you can ask for aguide en
francais!

Quick Tip 1: French Capitalization Tip

You will notice that the word for "English," anglais, is not capitalized. In French, we do not
capitalize languages and nationalities. There are other words that we do not capitalize as well.
For instance, we do not capitalize days of the week and months. However, we do capitalize
the names of countries, like "France."

Quick Tip 2: Which French Movie Version Should You See?

Atthe movie theater, English-language films are often offered in two versions: V.F. and V.O.
V.F. stands for version francaise or "French version." Thisis the version other actors dub over in
French. V.O. stands for version originale or "original version." This version has no dubbing but
it still has French subtitles. If you go to the moviesto see the latest film from the United States,
be sure to verify what version is screening. You may buy your ticket and sitdown to realize the
whole thing isdubbed. To verify the version, look for the letters V.F. or V.O. on the poster
outside the theater or in the listingsin the newspaper.
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FRENCH

1. Comment¢ase mange ?

> Est-ce qu'ony ajoute quelque chose ?

5. Capique ?

ENGLISH

1. How do you eat this?

> Do you add something?

5. Isthisspicy?

VOCABULARY
French English Class
comment how adverb
oneself, itself (grammatical
se (or s) form, part of pronominal personal pronoun
verbs)
manger to eat verb
capique It's spicy. phrase
SAMPLE SENTENCES
Comment ils vont ? Comment tu t'appelles ?

"How are they?" "What is your name?"




Elles se préparent pour la soirée. Les athlétes s'entrainent régulierement.

"They get ready for the evening." "Athletes practice regularly."
L'immeuble menace de s'effondrer. Les francais mangent bien.

"The building threatens to break "French people eat well."

down."

Il mange le quart du géateau. La harissa, le condiment pour le couscous,

ique !
"He eats a quarter of the cake." capique

"La harissa, the condiment for
couscous, it's spicy!"

GRAMMAR

In France, there are many delicious dishes! We've already covered how to order them, but
now we'll talk about how to eat them! That, however, is not always so straightforward. So in
today'slesson, we'll learn how to ask "How do you eat this?"

In French, "How do you eat this?" is Comment ¢ca se mange? The first word, comment, means
"how." Itis followed by ¢a, which in French is "this." So to recap here, we have Comment ca.
Literally, this means "How that?" The next word, se, means something like "itself." Lastly, we
have mange, which in French is "eat."

So all together, we have Comment ¢ca se mange? Literally, this means "How does that eat
itself?" and means "How is this eaten?" which could be answered with the smartremark : avec
la bouche meaning with the mouth.

There are other instances when you may want to add some sauce or the like to your dish. To
say "Do you add something..." use Est-ce qu'on y ajoute quelque chose ? The first word Est-ce
means "is it". The following word isqu'on which in French is "that one". Itisthe contraction of
two word que and on meaning that and one. For the recap here, we have Est-ce qu'on literally
itis"Isitthatone". Let stake a look at the next word which isy. Thismeans something like "to
this". Itis followed by ajoute which in French isadd. Then thisis followed by quelques
meaning some. Lastly we have chose which isin French thing. So all together we have Est-ce
qu'on y ajoute quelque chose ? literally meaning "Is this that one add something to this ?"

Finally, the all-important question is "Is this hot?" referring to "hot" asin "spicy!" In French, "Is
thishot?" is Ca pique ? The first words, Ca, mean "this." Thisis followed by pique, which in
English means "stingy." So all together, we have Ca pique? Literally, this means "This sting?"
and translate as "Is this spicy?"



You may have noticed that many phrasesin this course use reflexive verbs, which are verbs
whose subjectis also the object. Comment ca se mange, for example, is literally "how does this
eatitself?" meaning "How isthiseaten?" The French often speak in reflexive verbs. Se mange,
se dit, and se /it ("eat," "say," and "read") are some examples we have seen. You will notice
that when the French want to talk about something in general, such as how we eat something,
they will use this form, while in English we use the passive form, asin "How is thiseaten?"

All thiscomplicated grammar just shows how subtle the language can get.

Quick Tip 1: Subtleties of French Cuisine

Very little food in French cuisine is spicy. Rather, French cuisine isbased on bringing out the
natural flavors of meats and vegetables or enhancing them with butter or cream. The results
are subtle and delicate, which spices would overpower. The closest thing the French have is
hot mustard, but thisisrare. If you want spicy food, France ishome to a vibrantimmigrant
culture. Arab and Indian cuisines, for example, offer an option for all you fans of hot sauce.

Quick Tip 2: Taking Risks with Your French Food

French food is almost always eaten with silverware, usually a fork and knife. However, some
dishes, such as snails, require special silverware, while some meals, such as frog'slegs, need
your fingers. | recommend eating both of these once while you are in France just to have the
experience. Going outside our habitsis all a part of traveling.
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FRENCH

1. Je suisvégétarien.

> Je ne mange pasde viande.

ENGLISH

1. lam avegetarian.

> ldon'teatmeat.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
jelj' | personal pronoun
étre to be verb
masculine (-ne:
végetarien(ne) vegetarian noun; adjective feminine)
thisisthe negation
ne/n'...pas that you are going to phrase
use in a sentence
manger to eat verb
laviande meat noun feminine
le fromage cheese noun masculine

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Je vais bien.

"I am well."

Il vaut mieux étre seul que mal
accompagné.

"It is worth more to be alone than
badly accompanied."

Il semble étre heureux.

"He seems to be happy."

Etre ou ne pas étre.

"To be or notto be."

Elle est végétarienne. Elle ne mange que
des légumes.

"She is vegetarian. She only eats
vegetables."

Je ne vais pas au cinéma.

"l am not going to the movies."

Je n'ai pas de voiture.

" do not have a car."

Je mange un sandwich.

"l am eating a sandwich."

Vous mangez le déjeuner a midi ?

"You eat lunch atnoon?"

Je ne veux pas de viande.

"l don't want any meat."

Je veux de la viande.

"I want some meat."

Je ne veux pas de fromage.

"l don't want any cheese."

Je mange du fromage tous les jours.

"| eat cheese every day."

GRAMMAR

Today'slesson isnot only for all of the vegetarians out there but is also for anyone with an
aversion to a particular food! There are many reasons a person won't eat a particular food, and
there may be instances when communicating thisisnecessary. Today we'll go over some
phrasesto ensure you don't get any unwanted surprises on your plate.

In French, "l am a vegetarian" is Je suis végétarien. The first word, je, means "l." Itis followed
by suis, which in English means "am." So to recap here, we have Je suis. Literally, thismeans
"l am." The next word, végétarien, means "vegetarian."



So all together, we have Je suis végétarien. Literally, this means "l am vegetarian."
Another way you communicate you don't eat a particular food is by saying just that!

In French, "l don'teat meat!" is Je ne mange pas de viande. The first word, je, means "l," as we
learned. Thisis followed by ne, which in French isa negative auxiliary that comes before the
verb. So to recap here, we have Je ne. Literally, thismeans "l not." The next word mange,
means "eat." Thisis followed by pas de, which in French is a negative form used for
uncountable things, such as meat, water, and so forth. Finally, we have viande, which in
French is "meat."

So all together, we have Je ne mange pas de viande. Literally, thismeans "l don'teat meat."

Quick Tip 1: Saying What You Do Eat in French

You justlearned how to say what you don't eat. How do you say what you do eat? Simple, take
out the negative participles from today's phrase Je ne mange pas de viande and you have Je
mange de la viande: "l eat meat."

Quick Tip 2: If You're Vegan, Can You Survive in France?

Vegetarianism is slowly catching on, butitis notyet common. If you are invited to dinner, you
must be sure to tell your host the phrase you just learned. However, if you wantto cook
vegetarian meals, France has some of the best produce in Europe, plus some of the best
vegetable cuisine. Vegetarians do not have to start eating meat to survive here. Most
restaurants have a couple vegetable options. For vegans, though, it is another matter. Dairy-
free food ishard to come by. In France, there is a natural food chain called Naturalia, which
has some vegan options. The word for vegan is végétalien with an /.



~_3
f(; FrenchPod101.com

LESSON NOTES

Survival Phrases #46
Asking for Helpin French

CONTENTS

French

English
Vocabulary
Sample Sentences
Grammar

NN DN NN

40

innoVativeLANGUAGE.COM



FRENCH

1+ Ausecours!

> Police!

ENGLISH
1. Help!

> Police!

VOCABULARY

French English Class Gender

Au secours! Help! phrase

la police police noun feminine

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Au secours ! Un chien m'attaque ! La podlice surveille la manifestation.
"Help! A dog is attacking me!" "The police watch the
demonstration."
GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to some phrases that hopefully you won't have to use.
When traveling to France, while the threat of physical violence is not prevalent, you should
always be careful. In addition, this phrase is not limited to threatening situations, but you can
also use itin the unfortunate event that you or someone around you isin the need of
immediate assistance. Today we'll learn how to call for help.



In French, "Help!" is Au secours. The first word, au, means something like "to the." ltis
followed by secours, which in French is something like "help."

So all together, we have Au secours. Literally, thismeans "to the help."
You can call for the police by simply yelling "Police!"
The phone number for the police in France is 17.

Quick Tip 1: Less Urgent Ways to Seek Help in France

The termsyou learned today will be all you need in an emergency. However, there are other
phrases we can use when we need help lessurgently.
For Example:

1 J'ai besoin d'aide.
“I need help."

2 Aidez-moi.
"Help me."

3. Pouvez-vous m'aider? (formal "you")
"Can you help me?"

4. Peux-tu m'aider? (informal "you")
"Can you help me?"

Quick Tip 2: French Podlice Lingo

In France, there isnot one police force, but three. If you ever have things stolen or need to
report some other crime, you will have to look for the right one. Each has its own headquarters
as well. Here is a list of the different types of police:

1, Police nationale ("national police"): These are the civil police who keep the peace in
urban areas. They are distinguished by a flat round hat with a bill.

2 Gendarmes (literally, "people of arms"): Military police. Technically, they fall under the
ministry of defense (military), but France usesthem asthe police force for rural areas.
They are distinguished by a cylindrical hat with a bill and dark blue uniforms.



3. CRS, or Compagnie républicaine de sécurité ("Republican Company of Security"): A
section of the national police force deployed during protests, marches, and riots.
They are distinguished by ared, shield-shaped badge and small blue hat with no bill
and peaked in the middle. And alarge shield is also usually accompanying them.

Here isalist of various police-related buildings:

1, Commisariat ("police station"): Thisisthe local police station. You can report crimes
here.

2 Préfecture ("police headquarters"): You can also report crimes here. This also the
administrative building where foreignersregulate their papers.

3. Hoétel de ville ("City Hall"): You can report stolen items at City Hall.

The French police are not the nicest police force in the world. When they get angry, they can
getsomewhat gang-like, as we saw during the suburban riotsin 2005. But, for the most part,
they are easy to talk to if you speak in a respectful manner. They are very useful if you need
directions, for instance.
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FRENCH

1+ J'ai besoin d'un médecin.

> J'ai besoin d'une pharmacie

5. S'il vous plait, amenez-moi chezle médecin.

4. S'il vous plait, appelez-moi une ambulance.

ENGLISH

1+ I need adoctor.

> I need apharmacy.

3 Please take me to the doctor.

4+ Please call me an ambulance.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
une pharmacie pharmacy noun feminine
avoir besoin have the need phrasal verb
jelj' I personal pronoun
feminine or
meédecin doctor noun masculine
' stressed pronoun
mol me (pronom tonique)

amener to bring, to take verb




chez to, at, in

preposition

a atorto

preposition

SAMPLE SENTENCES

La pharmacie vend des médicaments.

"The pharmacy sells medicine."

J'ai besoin d'aller a la campagne pour me
reposer.

"I need to go to the country to rest."

Je vais bien.

"I am well."

Je consulte un médecin réguliérement.

"I visit the doctor regularly."

Allons a la plage toi et moi !

"Let's go to the beach, you and me!"

Mol je suis contente.

"Me, I'm happy."

J'ameéne Pierre chez moi.

"l bring Peter to my place."

Monsieur Martin est chez lui.

"Mr. Martin is at his home."

Je suis a la maison.

"I am athome."

J'habite a Sidney.

"I live in Sydney."

Je vais a la campagne.

"l go to the countryside."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll introduce you to some phrases useful in the case you need medical
assistance. When traveling, sometimesthe body takes a little time to adjust, and the immune
system is no different. So today, we'll go over some phrases that will help getyou to alocation
where you can get medical assistance. We'll start with the phrase "l need a doctor."

In French, "l need a doctor" isJ'ai besoin d'un médecin. The first word, J'ai, means "l have."
Composed withj ("I"), the contracted form of je and ai meaning "have." Itis followed by
besoin, which in French is "need." So to recap here, we have J'ai besoin. Literally, this means
"I have need." The next word, d'un, means "of a," a contraction of de ("of") and un a. "Thisis



followed by medecin, which in French is "doctor."

So all together, we have J'ai besoin d'un médecin. Literally, this means "l have need of a
doctor."

If things aren'ttoo bad, perhaps you only need to getto a pharmacy. In French, "I need to get

to a pharmacy." isJ'ai besoin d'une pharmacie. First we have j'ai besoin d', which is French for

"I have the need," as seen previously. Notice that the only thing that changesisune pharmacie,
the restisthe same.

All together, we have J'ai besoin d'une pharmacie, which literally means "l need to getto a
pharmacy."

If you need to getthere or would like someone to take you, you can use the following phrase:
"Please take me to the doctor." which is S'il vous plait, amenez-moi chez le médecin. We know
that s'il vous plait is "please." Then we have amenez, which means something like "bring."

To recap, we have S'il vous plait, amenez. Literally, this means "Please take" or "Please bring."
Let'stake alook at the following word moi which means "me." Thisisfollowed by chez, which
in French is something like "the house of" or "the place of." Next, we have /e, which in French
means "the." Lastly, we have médecin, meaning "doctor."

All together, we have S'il vous plait, amenez-moi chez le médecin, literally meaning "Please
bring me to the place of the doctor."

And of course for the pharmacy, you can just substitute the word chez le médecin with a la
pharmacie and you'll get S'il vous plait, amenez-moi a la pharmacie, which is "Please take me
to the pharmacy."

And just for insurance purposes, we should cover the phrase "Please call an ambulance,"
which in French is S'il vous plait, appelez-moi une ambulance. The first words, S'il vous plait,
mean "please," as we know. They are followed by appelez, which in French is "call." So to
recap here, we have S'il vous plait, appelez. Literally, this means "please call." The next word,
moi means "me." Then we have une, meaning "a." Lastly, we have "ambulance," which in
French isambulance.

So all together, we have S'il vous plait, appelez-moi une ambulance. Literally, this means
"Please call me an ambulance."

The phone number for an ambulance in France is 15.

Today's lesson provides all the phrases you'll need for your medical problems. However,
there are a few fine points. When we want to express need, we have two choices. First, to
express need, we use the word besoin, asin j'ai besoin de. There is another term, il me faut,
the third person conjugation of falloir, which means something like "necessitate." We use this
like this//me faut ______ and you fill in the object that you need. For example, il me faut un
docteur, which means "l need a doctor." Thisformulation is justascommon as the first.

Quick Tip 1: Other French Emergency Services



Today we learned about emergencies. In France, the emergency response service is called
SAMU. SAMU stands for Service d'Aide Médicale d'Urgence or "Emergency Medical Aid
Service." Thisisthe equivalent service to the one Americans use when they call 9-1-1. You
can call for any emergency problem and the operator will direct you to the correct service
(police or firefighters).

If you need to call firefighters, they are called les pompiers (think of pumping water) and the
number is 18.

Quick Tip 2: Why You Should Consider Traveling to France for Your Next Medical Procedure

The French medical system islikely one of the most complete and well priced in the world.
Despite some long lines and some testy bureaucrats, it's hard to beat. The doctors are well
trained and French social security covers a majority of the costs, even if you are nota French
resident. | know Americans who have flown to France for dental work and, even after the
airfare and hotel, had still spent less than if they had done the work at home. Did | entice you?
Not so fast though: not all procedures are covered universally. You'll have to do some
homework for that.
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FRENCH

1+ J'aimal alatéte.

> J'aide lafievre.

5. J'ai ladiarrhée.

4 J'aimalici.

ENGLISH

1 I have aheadache.

> | have afever.

3. | have diarrhea.

4 |l hurthere.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
avoir to have verb
jelj | personal pronoun
s'il vous plait please (formal) expression
un rhume acold noun masculine
pour for preposition
un médicament amedicine noun masculine

avoir mal alatéte

to have aheadache

phrase




to have a

avoir mal au ventre
stomachache

phrase

SAMPLE SENTENCES

Il a une voiture.

"He has a car."

J'ai trente-trois ans.

"l am thirty-three years old."

Excusez- moi, avez-vous du pain?

"Excuse me, do you have some
bread?"

Je vais bien.

"I am well."

Vous pouvez me donner un café, s'il vous
plait ?

"Can you give me a coffee, please?"

Mets ton manteau, tu vas attraper un
rhume!

"Put on your coat; you're going to
catch a cold!"

C'est pour toi.

"This is for you."

Je suis pour I'équipe rouge.

"I'm for the red team."

J'ai besoin d'un médicament pour la
douleur.

"l need a pain killer medicine."

J'ai toujours mal ala téte quand je suis
fatigué.

"l always have a headache when |
am tired."

Le poisson n'était pas frais. Maintenant j'ai mal au ventre.

"The fish wasn't fresh. Now | have a stomachache."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson we will work on explaining symptoms so you can get the proper treatment
and any medicine you need. In French "l have a headache." isJ'ai mal a la téte. First we have
J'ai meaning | have. ltis followed by mal which in French isliterally "bad". But in this context, it

means pain.



So to recap we have J'ai mal which literally means "l have pain." The next word isa meaning
"in." Thisisfollowed by /la which in French means "the" in the feminine form. Lastly we have
téte which in French is "head."

So all together we have J'ai mal a la téte. literally translated as "l have pain in the head."
meaning "l have ahedache."

We'll look at some more phrases with the same pattern; namely, "l have" stays the same and
only the symptom changes. So let's go over some other symptoms. In French, the word for
"fever" isla fievre. The phrase "l have afever" isJ'ai de la fievre. Here are some additional
sample sentences.

For Example:

1. J'ai mal a I'estomac.
"I have a stomachache."

2 J'ai un rhume.
" have acold."

3. J'ai mal a la gorge.
"l have a sore throat."

4 J'ai le nez bouché.
"I have a stuffed nose."

5. J'ai des brilures d'estomac.
"l have heartburn."

The next phrase may be hard to listen to, butif it happensto you, you'll be extremely glad we
went over it. In french the expression "l have diarrhea." isJ'ai la diarrhée. with the word for
"diarrhea" being /a diarrhée.

Today's phrase J'ai mal is all you will need to tell people where you are in pain. We can simply
say J'ai mal and then say au for masculine body parts asin J'ai mal au ventre. "My belly hurts.",
a la for feminine body parts asin J'ai mal a la téte. "My head hurts." or aux followed by plural
body parts asin J'ai mal aux pieds. "My feet hurts.". Even simpler, point to the body part that
hurts and say J'ai mal ici. "l hurts here."

Most French medical doctors had to learn medical symptomsin English as part of their
training, so if you speak in English, doctors will likely understand you. However, if you speak
with someone who isnot a doctor, you will need today's phrases.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quick Tip 1: Don't Look for Drugs at Your Neighborhood French Grocery Store



The French have the highest per-capita consumption of pharmaceuticals in the world. So
whatever you are looking for, you can probably find it. However, in France, you cannot buy
over-the-counter drugsin a grocery store, as you can in some other countries. You mustgo to
a pharmacy. To find a pharmacy, look for neon green crosses on the street. This shouldn't be
hard. Even in smaller towns, there seemsto be a green cross on every other block. One can
also purchase hygiene products at the drug store, such as face cream and Kleenex, though
you can getthese at the supermarket too.

Quick Tip 2: Where You Can Find Medicine in France in the Middle of the Night

Not all pharmaciesin France are open seven days a week. For those urgent needson
Sundays or after business hours, you will have to ask around for an open pharmacy. To do this,
say Connaissez-vous une pharmacie de garde? Les pharmacies de garde are pharmacies that
are open on Sundays and at night for emergencies. To find out which one isopen in the
neighborhood you're staying in, look on the door of any closed pharmacie, and a sign will let
you know where to go.

If you are covered by French social security, medication can be rather inexpensive. However,
for tourists, it can add up. | would pack a couple staple medications such as aspirin or
ibuprofen. But of course, if you are desperate, the prices aren't extraordinary.
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FRENCH

Je suis allergique aux cacahuetes.

J'ai une réaction allergique.

ENGLISH

| am allergic to peanuts.

| am having an allergic reaction.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
faire to do, to make verb
un oeuf an egg noun masculine
étre to be verb
une cacahuete a peanut noun feminine
le lait milk noun masculine
feminine or
allergique allergic adjective masculine
une crevette shrimp noun feminine
une réaction areaction noun feminine

je/j

personal pronoun

SAMPLE SENTENCES



Je fais du surf. Alors, qu'est- ce que tu fais ?

"I surf." "So, what are you doing?"
J'ai mis les oeufs au réfrigérateur. Il vaut mieux étre seul que mal
accompagné.

"I put the eggs in the fridge."
"It is worth more o be alone than
badly accompanied.”

Il semble étre heureux. Etre ou ne pas étre.

"He seems to be happy." "To be or notto be."

J'ai horreur des cacahuétes salées. Je ne bois jamais de lait.

"l hate salted peanuts.” "I never drink milk."

Je suis allergique aux chiens. Il est allergique aux fruits de mer.
"l am allergic to dogs." "He is allergic to seafood."
Des crevettes grillées ? Miam ! Je n'aime pas du tout ta réaction !
"Grilled shrimp? Yummy!" "I don't like your reaction at all!"
Je vais bien.

"I am well."

GRAMMAR

In today's lesson, we'll cover a phrase that will prove invaluable for those of you with allergies.
Letting other people know about your allergiesis vital to a fun and healthy trip. In today's
lesson, we'll go over how to say "I'm allergic to (something)" in French.

To start, we'll need something that we're allergic to. Allergiesto peanuts can be extremely
dangerous, so let's start there.

In French, "l am allergic to peanuts" is Je suis allergique aux cacahuetes. The first word, je,
means "l" aswe know. Thisis followed by suis, which in English means "am." To recap here,
we have je suis. Literally, thismeans "l am." The next word, allergique, means "allergic." ltis
followed by aux, which in English means something like "to the." Lastly, we have cacahuétes,
which is "peanuts.”

So all together, we have Je suis allergique aux cacahuetes. Literally, thismeans "l am allergic



to peanuts.”

Now let's go over some other common allergies. Let's try shrimp. In French, "l am allergic to
shrimp" is Je suis allergique aux crevettes. Notice the only thing that changes here is crevettes,
and the rest of the sentence isthe same.

More examples:

Je suis allergique aux oeufs. "l am allergic to eggs."
Je suis allergique au lait. "l am allergic to milk."
Je suis allergique aux fruits de mer. "l am allergic to seafood."

In French, "l am having an allergic reaction" isJ'ai une réaction allergique. The first words, J'ai
isthe contraction of je and ai, which means "l have." Itisfollowed by une, which in English
means "a," as we know. So to recap here, we have J'ai une. Literally, thismeans "l have a." The
next word, réaction, means "reaction." Thisis followed by allergique, which in French is
"allergic."

So all together, we have J'ai une réaction allergique. Literally, this means "l make an allergic
reaction."

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quick Tip: Covering the Medical Bases

Before you leave for France, it's better to get health coverage from your health insurance
company. France's medical costs are not that high, and if you need care thatis not surgery or
heavy treatment, you will most likely be able to pay for it. However, make sure you're covered
in case of emergency. France, despite its great health care system, does not cover foreigners.
The CMU (Universal Medical Coverage) only covers French citizens who live abroad and
residents of France. So if you're a tourist, watch out!
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FRENCH

1 Heureux de vousrencontrer.

> De méme.

3. Je m'appelle Julia.

4+ Enchantée.

ENGLISH

1. Nice to meet you.

> Likewise.

3. My name is Julia.

4. Nice to meetyou.

VOCABULARY
French English Class Gender
aller togo verb
comment how adverb
s'appeler to be called verb
nice to meetyou,
enchanté(e) pleased to meetyou adjective feminine
jelj' I personal pronoun
. demonstrative
ca It adjective




vous you (formal) pronoun neuter

SAMPLE SENTENCES

lis vont au parc le dimanche. Marie va en Egypte.

"They go to the park on Sundays." "Mary goes to Egypt."

Comment ils vont ? Comment tu t'appelles ?

"How are they?" "What is your name?"

Je m'appelle Nicolas. Comment tu t'appelles ?

"My name is Nicolas." "What is your name?"

Il est enchanté de vous rencontrer. Elle est enchantée de vous voir.

"He is pleased to meet you." "She is pleased to see you."

Je vais bien. C'est quoi,ca?

"l am well." "What is this?"

Ca, c'est del'art. Et vous, vous étes en vacances ?

"This is art." "And you, you are on vacation?"
GRAMMAR

There isno impression like the first. In today's lesson, we'll work on leaving a firstimpression
that will last.

In French "How do you do?" is Comment allez-vous? Comment is "how." Then we have allez-
vous, which literally means "do you go." All together, we have Comment allez-vous? which
literally means "How do you go?" and we translate it with "How do you do?" Notice that thisis
the formal way, as we are using the formal "you," vous.

If you want to be less formal, you can just say Comment ¢a va? which means "How isitgoing?"
The first word, comment, is "how." Itis followed by ¢a, which is "it" or "this" in French. Finally
we have va, which means "goes." All together, we have Comment ¢a va? literally "How it



goes?" It'smore casual than Comment allez-vous?, but you can use itin most settings. Nothing
familiar in it.

For the next phrase, we'll need a name, so we'll use mine.

In French, "l am Virginie" is Je m'appelle Virginie. The first word, je, means "I" as we have
learned in previous lessons. Thisis followed by m'appelle, which in French is something like
"call myself." So to recap here, we have je m'appelle. Literally, thismeans "l call myself." The
next word, Virginie, ismy name.

So all together, we have Je m'appelle Virginie. Literally, this means "l call myself Virginie."

And finally, "Nice to meetyou." In French, thisis Enchanté.

These phrases will be the essentials you need to cruise through your first encounters. Here are
some more phrasesto fill in the conversation a little more.

Another way to say je m'appelle (name) isje suis (name). The latter isa less common saying,
adopted from the Anglo-Saxon phrasing "l am (name)." After we introduce ourselves, itis also
common to say et vous? or "and you?" (et tu? if for the informal "you.") This makes Je
m'appelle (name), et vous?

Other ways to ask a person's name are:

For Example:

1 Comment vous vous appelez ?
"What's your name?" (formal "you")

2 Comment tu t'appelles?
"What's your name?" (informal "you")

If we want to ask how someone isdoing on a firstencounter, we can say:

For Example:

1. Comment-allez vous ?
"How are you?" (formal "you")

2 Comment vas-tu ?
"How are you?" (informal "you")

3, Comment cava ?
"How isitgoing?" (informal)

4. Ca va?
"Doing well?" Literally, "it goes?" (informal)



We pronounce the -¢ like an -s.

CULTURAL INSIGHT

Quick Tip 1: Keeping the French Conversation Going

If someone asks you these questions, you can answer accordingly:

Question: Comment-allez vous ?/Comment vas-tu ?
Response: Bien, merci.

Question: Comment ca va ?/Cava ?

Response: Bien, merci. OR Ca va, merci.

Quick Tip 2: Closing a French Conversation

Now that we have learned to say hello at the first encounter, how do we say good-bye?
To say "Very pleased to have made your acquaintance," we say Ravi d'avoir fait votre
connaissance.
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